
BTEC PHOTOGRAPHY Summer Work 

 

1. Take lots (hundreds) of photos over the summer holidays of anything and everything. Start 

to explore what you are interested in.  Bring these with you in a digital format (on a USB or 

SD card) – even the ones you think are bad.  You will present your favourite 3 photos the 

first lesson back.  Consider the following: texture, movement, focus, line, pattern, 

architecture/structure, repetition, composition, and lighting. 

2. Complete Edward Weston image analysis (task on next page). The purpose of this task is to 

get you to start thinking in depth about images that inspire you, to show your teacher your 

current ability to analyse work, and to allow you to think in more depth about your own 

photography. 

3. Buy yourself a sketchbook A4-A3 in size (but don’t stick anything in yet). It may be square in 

shape, but I suggest something you can at least fit an A4 sheet in. There are some available 

at school for £5.00 but only one style. 

 

Some other things you could try: 

• Create a pinhole camera 

• Watch some YouTube videos on ‘aperture’ and ‘shutter speed’ to gain a basic understanding 

of how DSLR/SLR cameras work – this will be used a lot throughout the course. 

 

• Creating a Pinterest account of photography you’re interested in. 

• Test your knowledge of aperture and shutter speed 

http://www.canonoutsideofauto.ca/play/ 

• Depending on lockdown status of course, visit exhibitions. ‘The Photographers Gallery’ is 

only £5 near Oxford Circus to see current exhibitions and ‘Saatchi Gallery’ in Sloane Square is 

FREE as usually has some photography as well as art and always has weird and wonderful 

work. There are also a number of virtual exhibitions on Eventbrite.com. 

  

http://www.canonoutsideofauto.ca/play/


 

Edward Weston Image Analysis Task 

The photographer Edward Weston had a fascination with making the commonplace unusual and 

explored this by photographing everyday objects. Write an approximately 400 word analysis of the 

image below, making sure you answer each of the questions below in full sentences (do not include 

the questions in your paragraphs).   

https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artists/edward-weston-2720 this may help you answer some of the 

questions. 

 

 

Pepper, 1930. Photograph: Edward Weston/©1981 

 

 When was the photograph taken? 

 What does this tell you about how the photograph was made? 

 What is the subject (object)? Why do you think Weston chose this subject to photograph? 

 Is it portrait or landscape? How has Weston composed/arranged the subjects/objects in the 

frame?  

 Why do you think Weston chose this composition? 

 How do you think lighting was used in this photograph? 

 Why did Weston use lighting in this way? 

 Has the subject been accurately portrayed, or has it been distorted? Does it look like a 

pepper or does it remind you of anything else? 

 Do you like/dislike the work? Why? 

 If you were to recreate a similar image, what materials, techniques and processes would you 

use? 

 

https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artists/edward-weston-2720

