
 

15th September 2020             
 
Dear Parents 
 
We are now in our third week of term and as I write this, we have not yet had any confirmed cases 
of Covid-19, however, nationally cases are rising. A significant number of schools in Kent have had 
cases confirmed amongst their students and staff, and I wanted to let parents know the likely 
implications of this. At present, Public Health England are taking a very cautious approach to the 
outbreaks and are insisting that if a pupil records a positive Covid-19 test, the whole year group 
should self-isolate for a period of 14 days. A local secondary school, that only resumed full time 
teaching on the 8 September, has already had to send a year group home for 14 days of isolation. 
 
It is a depressing admission, but I believe that the only reason we have not had a positive test result 
is purely good fortune. I know that the schools who have recorded positive tests will have 
implemented effective control measures, and for some of the small primary schools that have been 
affected, they would have had significantly less movement around their site than is necessary in the 
delivery of a secondary school curriculum. We continue to apply all the measures mandated by the 
government to mitigate risk, but we, like any other educational establishment, cannot eliminate the 
chance that a student will test positive. It is unlikely that any of the positive tests recorded in Kent 
schools originated within the establishment, we are all vulnerable in all areas of our lives. 
 
If Knole Academy has to send a year group home, the intention is that the teachers will continue to 
teach lessons in the allocated slots as per the timetable via Teams. These will be live lessons with 
interaction. If students are unable to access these lessons live, due to unavailability of IT facilities, 
then they should access the work emailed by teachers or access work via the various online portals 
such as Doddle, or the Oaks Academy. If individual students are self-isolating, it is difficult for 
teachers to set work for them specifically as they have full teaching timetables at school. The Oaks 
Academy is the government website to support remote learning and includes lessons in all subjects 
and year groups. All these websites have shortcuts in Edulink and can be accessed through this 
portal. 
 
I hope none of these measures will need to be implemented. However, I would ask parents to 
understand that we have a legal and moral duty to follow the guidance of Public Health England if 
positive cases are recorded.  
 
I wish everyone the very best of health. 

 

 
 
 
David Collins 
Headteacher 


