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UK Health Secretary Sajid Javid 
has said he “strongly urges” elderly 
and vulnerable adults eligible for 
the COVID-19 booster jab to take 
advantage of it, to help prevent 
Christmas restrictions. Javid said: 
“If we all come together and play 
our part, we can get through this 
challenging winter, avoid a return to 
restrictions and enjoy Christmas.”

According to a new report, children’s 
books have shown an increase 
in minority representation for the 
fourth year running. This means that 

books are telling more stories about 
black, Asian and minority ethnic 
individuals. The  
report by The Centre for Literacy in 
Primary Education revealed that 
15% of children’s books in 2020 have 
a minority ethnic character – an 
increase from 10% in 2019 and 4% in 
2017. The group is pleased with this 

still some way to go”.

US LIFTS COVID 
TRAVEL BAN

THE US has lifted its international 
travel ban, which means people 
from across the world can now 
visit the country again. The 
ban was put in place in early 
2020, following the spread of 
coronavirus. It meant non-US 
citizens from 33 countries such 
as China, India and much of 

Airport were packed with people 
excited to see family and friends.

DIVERSITY IN BOOKS

UK SUPERMARKETS 
WILL GO GREENER 

Tesco, Sainsbury’s, Waitrose, 
Co-op and M&S have 
all pledged to halve the 
environmental impact of the 
average family’s weekly food 

British supermarkets promised 
to reduce food waste, carbon 
emissions and deforestation in 
a mass bid to help protect the 
planet from climate change. 

supermarket bosses said: “We 
recognise that a future without 
nature is a future without food. 
By 2030 we need to halt the 
loss of nature.” WWF UK boss 
Tanya Steele said that “food 
production is one of the biggest 
threats to our planet”. WWF will 

efforts over the decade.

This week in theatre news, 
West End fans were elated to learn 
that the long-awaited Wicked movie 

witches. Ariana Grande revealed 
that she would be playing Glinda 
the Good Witch, while Cynthia 
Erivo announced that she would 
be stepping into the ruby slippers 
of Elphaba, the Wicked Witch of 
the West. In a special message to 
Cynthia, Ariana said: “Honoured 
doesn’t begin to cover it, I can’t  
wait to hug you. See you in Oz.”

WICKED NEWS

MUSIC AWARDS

The number of migrants crossing 
the English Channel in small boats 
in a single day hit record levels 
last week. In fact, last Wednesday 
(3 November) saw the highest 
number in a century, with at least 
853 people attempting to cross the 
Channel to get into the UK, the Home 

said that these people are seeking 
help and asylum (safety) and have 
no choice but to take extreme and 
dangerous journeys in freezing 

TWO HYENAS  
CATCH COVID IN 
WORLD FIRST

Two hyenas living at Denver 
Zoo in Colorado, US, have 
caught COVID-19, making 

to catch the virus. Ngozi and 
Kibo were tested for COVID-19 
after keepers had noticed 
the pair looked unwell. The 
hyenas were tested by The 
National Veterinary Services 

the positive results. Tests also 
revealed that 11 lions and two 
tigers had caught the virus. 

BOOSTER PUSH  
FOR CHRISTMAS

The MTV Europe Music Awards take 
place in Hungary on 14 November. 
Ed Sheeran, Yungblud and Griff are 
among the artists set to perform. 
Ed is also up for several awards, 
including Best Pop Act, Best Song  
for and Best Artist.

CAVER RESCUED
A man who spent two days trapped 
inside a Brecon Beacons cave has 
been rescued. The man was injured 
while deep within the Ogof Ffynnon 
Ddu cave, which has approximately 
61km (38 miles) of passages. About 
250 people were involved in the 
rescue effort, which took more 
than 53 hours to complete – the 
longest cave rescue ever carried 
out in Wales. Gary Evans, one of 
the rescuers, said the man is doing 
“remarkably well when you consider 
how long he’s been in the cave”. 
After reaching the surface on the 
stretcher, he was clapped and 
cheered by rescuers before being 
taken to an ambulance.
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investigation after a huntswoman 

and punch a horse at a hunting 
event. The incident was caught on 
camera at the Cottesmore Hunt 
in Hertfordshire. Naturalist Chris 

“prosecute this appalling abuse”.

ANIMAL ACCUSATION 

MegaCon will make its Manchester 
debut in July 2022 at Manchester 
Central. The festival brings together 
everything from the world of modern 
pop culture, including gaming, 
comic books, movies and cosplay. 
There will be live stages and themed 
photo zones for fans to enjoy. 
Shows will also take place at the 
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Ariana Grande (left) will play 
Glinda, while Cynthia Erivo 
(right) will play Elphaba

COVID WORSE 
IN EUROPE AND 
CENTRAL ASIA

Dr Hans Henri P Kluge, the World 

Director for Europe, has said that 
Europe and Central Asia are at the 
centre of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
He said that “cases are once again 
approaching record levels” and 
that, “over the past four weeks, 
Europe has seen a greater than 55% 
increase in new COVID-19 cases”. Dr 
Kluge has blamed poor vaccination 
coverage and the relaxation of 
public health and social measures.
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ALTHOUGH an agreement on sustainable agriculture at COP26 
sounded promising, campaigners were very disappointed that it 
didn’t say anything about reducing meat consumption.
The UK and 44 other nations agreed to move to more sustainable ways of 
farming and to make sure that our food doesn’t lead to deforestation. However, 
Compassion in World Farming said that “it should not be possible to produce 
2,300 words on sustainable food and agriculture without once mentioning meat 
– yet this agreement manages to do just that… We need action to reduce meat 
and dairy consumption, and we need it now.” 
Scientists say that we all need to cut down on meat to help reduce emissions, 
but many countries are nervous about the reaction from voters, and 
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CLIMATE CHANGE TO 
BE “AT THE HEART OF 
EDUCATION”
THE Education Secretary for England, 
Nadim Zahawi, has said that all pupils 
will be taught about climate change at 
school from 2023.  
Mr Zahawi made his announcement at COP26, 
claiming that a new science curriculum would 
give kids in England a “world-leading climate 
change education”, where children can learn 
“about nature and their impact on the world around them”.
Pupils will be encouraged to get involved with projects at school and elsewhere 
that improve the environment. There’ll also be a new Climate Leaders Award, 
with a national awards ceremony every year to recognise great work.
However, the draft strategy that talks about these plans says that while schools 
can encourage you to tackle the causes and effects of climate change, “it 

ONE announcement that caught our 
eye last week came from the Scottish 
Government, which says that all under-
22s in the country will be able to travel 
for free on all buses from 31 January.
Getting people out of cars and onto 
bikes or public transport will be a big 
help for the climate. First Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon said it would “improve access to 
education, leisure, and work, while supporting the adoption of sustainable travel 
behaviours early in [young people’s] lives” and also help to tackle inequality.
Paul Tuohy, Chief Executive of Campaign for Better Transport, told us: “We 
welcome this move to put public transport at the heart of Scotland’s economic 
recovery by making buses cheaper and more accessible. We’d like to see 
some level of support for young people south of the border now, for those in 
education and training at the very least, rather than the postcode lottery when 
it comes to fares we currently have.”

Greta Thunberg was unimpressed with 

“business as usual and blah blah blah”

GOOD COP, BAD COP
AFTER 
announcements, but it’s fair to say the reaction to them has been mixed. 
One of the most positive things to come out 
of COP26 so far is that 103 countries signed up 
to the Global Methane Pledge, which aims to 
reduce methane emissions by 30% by 2030. 
Methane is a very harmful greenhouse gas, 
and the EU and US describe reducing methane 
emissions as the “single most effective strategy 
to reduce global warming”. 
Indian PM Narendra Modi got lots of praise 
after announcing that India would aim to reach 
net zero emissions by 2070. Although that’s 20 
years later than some countries, India is the 
world’s third-biggest emitter of greenhouse 
gases, so it will make a difference. 
Mr Modi also said that half of India’s energy 
would come from renewable sources by 2030. 
However, many experts are worried that the 
promises are too ambitious and that India will 

Another positive sign was that a group of 190 
countries and organisations promised to phase 
out the use of coal, one of the dirtiest fossil fuels.
But in a sign of how hard it is to make progress, 
campaign group Global Witness said that there 

were at least 503 representatives of fossil fuel 
companies at COP26, more than from any single 
country. At the same time, many campaigners, 
especially young ones, were furious that they 
were denied access to the conference.
To show how much things need to change, 
Greenpeace pointed out this week that an area 
4.5 times larger than Glasgow was deforested in 
the Amazon in October. Deforestation occurs for 
lots of reasons, but the UN’s Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) said this week that nearly 90% 
of deforestation is a result of people clearing land 
for agriculture. Around half of this is so that crops 
can be planted, while nearly 40% of forest loss is 
to clear space for grazing animals. But in South 
America, nearly 75% of forest loss is for grazing.
So although there’s been some encouraging  
news, the reaction was well summed up by 
Greenpeace International Executive Director 
Jennifer Morgan. “It’s been a bad week for the 
fossil fuels companies, but not bad enough,”  
she said. “And things need to get a lot worse  
for them before this COP is over if we’re going  
to call Glasgow a success.”

OKAY, so it’s not a good WOW!, but research carried out for Oxfam has 
shown that the emissions of the richest 1% in the world will be around 
30 times higher than where they should be by 2030. The poorest 50% 
in the world are already emitting less than is needed for the world to 
keep warming below 1.5°C, but “a tiny elite appear to have a free pass 
to pollute,” says Oxfam’s Naftoke Dabi.

WOW!WOW!Will making buses free for 
young people help the climate?

Go to  to vote!

GOVERNMENTS 
AVOID THE 
MEATY ISSUE
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Using private jets is one way the super-
rich have higher emissions
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NASA 
ASTRONAUTS
A TEAM of NASA astronauts had 
to wear space nappies on their 
return from the International 
Space Station to Earth last week, 
after the toilet on their SpaceX 
capsule broke! Astronaut Megan 
McArthur wasn’t too worried 
about the leaky loo though. She 

little challenges. This is just one 
more that we’ll encounter and 
take care of in our mission”.

COVID 
VACCINES
THE World Health Organization 
has approved an eighth COVID 
vaccine, called COVAXIN. The 
vaccine was approved in India 
back in January, but has not 
been recognised in many other 
countries yet. India hopes that  
will now change. 

THERE have been a lot of announcements coming 
out of the COP26 climate conference (p3), and a 
lot of disagreement over how much effect they’ll 

have. While we wait and see, let’s look on the bright side and hope that 
more positive climate action is coming. And in case any of it is getting 

you down, just read some of the nice stories on this page to remind you 
how much good there is in the world. Showing kindness to people and 

animals doesn’t cost anything, but can also be priceless.

EDITOR’S  
COMMENT

The week, organised by the Anti-Bullying 
Alliance, aims to highlight how serious 
the issue of bullying is for children and 
young people. 
It will kick off with Odd Socks Day on 15 
November, supported by CBBC star Andy 

Day and his band, Andy and The Odd 
Socks. The day encourages everyone, 
young and old, to express themselves  
and celebrate what makes us all different 
and unique. 
This year, being kind is more important 

than ever. You could ask someone if 
they’re okay or simply compliment 

 
One kind word can go a long way.

involved, visit anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk.

A TEENAGER from 
Canada has set a 
new Guinness World 
Record for solving 

300 Rubik’s Cubes 
while riding a unicycle. 

Jesse Bradford, 17, said it 
took him 2 hours and 13 minutes to 
solve them all. The previous record 
was 250, set by America’s Caleb 
McEvoy in March 2018.
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MONKEYS MONKEYS 
MAKE IT HOMEMAKE IT HOME

BEAT BULLYING WITH KINDNESS
IT’S Anti-Bullying Week from Monday 15 – Friday 19 November, with this year’s theme being One Kind Word. 
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Matias settles in

FOUR monkeys rescued from the pet trade have been returned 
home to the Amazon rainforest.
Chepa, Pirate, Otto and Matias were all illegally stolen from the wild 
as babies and sold as pets. They found themselves living in Lima, the 
capital of Peru, hundreds of miles from their forest home.

 
other two were found abandoned at a restaurant. 

Thankfully, the organisation Animal 
Defenders International (ADI) 

home. After a long journey, travelling 
by road, air and river, the foursome 
have now been safely released as 
a family group at the ADI monkey 
facility at Pilpintuwasi Animal 
Orphanage in the Amazon rainforest. 
Jan Creamer, the president of  
ADI, said: “This is a happy ending  
for these monkeys. We could not 
release them back into the wild but 
we have given them the next best 
thing: a sanctuary home in their 
natural environment.”

The monkeys 
are released into 
their new home
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RECYCLED 
INTO ROBOTS

NO JAB, NO JOB

A TEACHER who lost all of her limbs due to a condition called sepsis  

Kath Tregenna wasn’t feeling very well one day, and told the NHS’s 111  
service her symptoms. The NHS worker recognised the signs of sepsis,  
a life-threatening blood infection, and sent an ambulance for Kath.
Kath went on to become very, very poorly, and unfortunately doctors  
had to amputate (remove) both her legs and arms to save her life.
After a year and a half recovering, Kath wanted to get back to teaching, but 

Her school held a fundraising 
campaign to help Kath raise the funds 
to get a Hero Arm from Open Bionics. 
The 3D-printed arms are customised 
to Kath’s body, and use clever sensors 
that can detect nerve signals and 
move like Kath’s hands used to.
It worked so well that Kath ended up 
buying a second arm soon after.
Kath said: “As I was going through my 
recovery, I really knew in my heart that 
I wanted to get back into the classroom 
and get back to teaching. It’s all thanks 
to the arms I am able to teach again.” 
“From the moment I arrive at school I’m 
using the arms to do all sorts of tasks. 
Going out wearing the arms makes 

me to carry out a range of classroom 
activities I wouldn’t otherwise be able 
to do.” Welcome back, miss!

THESE impressive robots are made from old motorbikes by artists 

THE Government has said that all NHS England staff on the frontline (working with 
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BIONIC TEACHER BIONIC TEACHER 
BACK IN CLASSBACK IN CLASS



YOUR 
SAY!

THE Government has announced that 
the climate crisis will become part of the 
curriculum (see p3). Just two weeks ago, 
we asked you whether it was a good idea 
– and you voted hugely in favour of the 
decision, with 90% saying YES. Here’s what 
you had to say…

Join in the conversation and vote 
at 

katkid10

babsbunny
IRAQI Prime Minister Mustafa Al-Kadhimi 
(pictured) has survived an attack on his 
life, by unknown attackers who used armed 
drones to try and assassinate (kill) him.
Several bodyguards were injured, but Mr Al-
Kadhimi was unharmed in the attack, which took 
place at his home. Three drones were used, but 
two were shot down by Iraqi security forces. 
Following the incident, Mr Al-Kadhimi appeared 
on Iraqi state television, where he said that: 
“Cowardly rocket and drone attacks don’t build 
homelands and don’t build a future.”
Tensions have been high in Iraq following 
elections last month, after militias (armed civilian 
groups) backed by Iran rejected the results. Iran 

didn’t do very well in the elections.
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I think that we should learn more about 
it. Most people are aware of it but not 
everyone knows that much about it. 
We would also do a lot more for the 
environment if all of us knew about  
it as we are growing into this world.

Of course, because otherwise you are 
going to grow up having heard of it but not 
really knowing what it is and we are the 
generation it will affect the most.

We have learnt about it in school and it 
was quite helpful – but that was three 
years ago and my school never really talks 
about it now. I think it would be great if we 
could learn more about the climate crisis, 
because then we would know how to stop 
carbon emissions earlier.

roguelion

anonymous8

I think we should, so that children can tell 
their families how not to contribute towards 
climate change. Also, children that have 
never experienced it can learn about it  
and its problems.
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Of course we should be taught about this! 
There’s a climate crisis and we’re just going 
to go on with normal life?

Yes, we should learn to do more action in 
the future.

DRONE ASSASSINATION 
ATTEMPT ON PM

A NEW species of dinosaur has been discovered on the Isle of Wight.
Named Brighstoneus simmondsi
dinosaurs to be discovered. It was a herbivorous dinosaur (eating only plants) and would have been 
about eight metres in length, weighing around 900kg.
Dr Jeremy Lockwood, a PhD student at the University of Plymouth, was studying iguanodontian samples 
when he noticed that the Brighstoneus simmondsi fossil had more teeth than the other iguanodontians, 
and a much bigger type of nose.
It’s thought that Brighstoneus simmondsi would have been found in what is now called the UK, about 145  
to 100 million years ago, in the Early Cretaceous period.
Experts say the discovery of this new species means that there might have been lots more different 
types of iguanodontian dinosaurs around during the Early Cretaceous period in the UK.
“British dinosaurs are certainly not something that’s done and dusted at all,” says Dr Lockwood. “I think 
we could be on to a bit of a renaissance [a revival].”

NEW DINO NEW DINO 
DISCOVEREDDISCOVERED

DIARY DATES
ROAD SAFETY WEEK
15-21 NOVEMBER
The UK’s biggest annual 
road safety campaign 
is back. A full week 
dedicated to raising 
awareness of road 
safety, led by the charity 
Brake. Get involved and 
become a road safety hero at www.brake.org.

.

INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN’S 
PEACE PRIZE
13 NOVEMBER
The prize is awarded every year to a child 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
14 NOVEMBER
A day to remember all 
the soldiers and civilians 
who lost their lives in battle 
during the two World Wars 
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 Missing book 
returned
A library book has been returned 
to Trinity Hall’s Jerwood Library at 
the University of Cambridge, 50 
years late! The 19th century atlas, 
published by the Society for the 
Diffusion of Useful Knowledge, 
mysteriously found its way back to 
the library after a college reunion. It 
was checked out in the early 1970s! 
No-one knows who borrowed the 
atlas for so many years, but staff 
at the library said they were very 
grateful to have it back, adding: “It’s 

never!” Thankfully the library has 
stopped charging fees for overdue 
books or it would have cost the 
borrower more than £3,000!

 Book Week  
Scotland kicks off
People in Scotland can enjoy a 
celebration of books and reading 
this week (15-21 November). Lots of 
events and activities are taking place 
to mark Book Week Scotland’s tenth 
anniversary, including storytelling, 
author talks and illustrator workshops. 
This year’s theme is Celebration. 
A social media campaign called 
#ILoveMyLibrary will also be launched 
to encourage people to share 
memories of their favourite library.

SCOTLAND

 £2 million teapot
An extremely rare Chinese teapot has sold at 
auction for a staggering £2.06 million. 
The pot was made in around 
1740 for Emperor Qianlong 
and is one of only three of its 
kind known in the world. The 
other two are both housed in 
museums. The pot was bought 
by Mr and Mrs EA Parry after 
World War 1 and sold at an 
auction in London last week.

LONDON

CAMBRIDGE

 Giant coin 
discovery
A huge collection of gold coins 

That means it must be offered to  
a museum. A total of 131 Anglo-
Saxon coins, alongside four gold 
objects, have been discovered in 

1991. Gareth Williams from the British 
Museum called the treasure very 
important, saying this is “the largest 
coin hoard of the period known to 
date”. Norwich Castle Museum has 
said it would like to buy the coins. 

NORFOLK

  
is in the house! 
The new comedy musical  
is set to make its UK debut at Manchester 
Opera House in September 2022. The 
show is based on the popular movie 
starring Robin Williams and has been 
entertaining audiences on Broadway 
in America. It tells the story of Daniel, 
who creates an  alter ego for himself 
– a Scottish nanny called Euphegenia 

with their mum. Tickets are on sale now. 

 Panto for everyone! 
This year’s production of  at 
The Borough Hall is offering a Pay What 
You Can scheme to help more families 
afford the theatre. Members of the public 
will be able to pay what they can for 
tickets to the pantomime this Christmas, 
rather than missing out. Producer Nick 
Wyschna said: “We are a professional 
pantomime for the community of 
Godalming and I believe everyone should 
have the chance to see .”
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Tell me more
The six campaigners are all teenagers who care deeply about the environment and have become 
concerned about the damage we’ve been doing to our planet. All of them have ideas about what 
needs to be done to save the Earth from mankind. 

Meet Kynan
Kynan lives in Indonesia. He is part of a tribe of Indonesian people who have lived in a remote part of 
the rainforest for more than 100 years. 
Kynan told us: “My community lives together in what is called a longhouse. We rely on the land for our 
food, but we live in harmony with our environment. We respect the natural world around us. We have 
a golden rule – for every tree we chop down to provide shelter, we plant two more. Despite that, this 
beautiful place [Indonesia] is under threat like never before and that’s bad news for the climate.”
Deforestation happens on an industrial scale in Indonesia, with the trees providing valuable timber 
for countries all over the world. The land is also in high demand for something even more precious – 
the mass planting of palm trees used to make palm oil.
Kynan said: “It’s heartbreaking to be honest, because until recently the area was all forest. Palm 
trees don’t soak up greenhouse gases, like carbon dioxide, as effectively as the trees we have in 
an established rainforest. When the forests are cleared, huge amounts of greenhouse gases are 
released into the atmosphere. I get that the world needs palm oil; it is used in a lot of the food we  
eat, but we shouldn’t be chopping down the forests.”

Heading to the city
are taking too much water from the ground, but also because the sea level is rising due to climate 
change. The authorities have built sea walls around the coastal areas to defend them from the rising 

He said: “The people who live here [in this area] these days are among the poorest in the city, without 
the resources to move elsewhere. They feel abandoned and vulnerable… The situation has become 
so serious that the Indonesian government has come up with an ambitious plan to build a new 
capital city, not far from my home in the rainforest. It will inevitably mean the loss of more forest  
and further development.”

AS discussions come to an end in Glasgow for the COP26 
conference, six young climate activists from six different 
continents have delivered a powerful message about how 
climate change is already having an impact on their lives.

If you’re worried about any of the issues raised in 
the COP26: In Your Hands

 
 or calling 0800 11 11

First News has teamed up with                 show FYI and the                                               
COP26: In Your Hands about 

                   he                                                        
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COP26: In Your Hands at 

Join in the discussion and set up an 
FYI

teacher to go to  to 
FYI News Clubs.

MAKING KIDS’ VOICES HEARD

Ge
tty

Deforestation is a big 
problem in Indonesia

Rows and rows of palm trees have 
been planted to produce palm oil

Sea walls have been built in the city 



 Legal win against wind turbines
A couple have been awarded €110,000 (£93,000) 
in compensation from energy companies, after 
experiencing what they say are “windfarm-related 
health problems”. Christel and Luc Fockaert told the 
courts that after 2013, they experienced headaches, 
insomnia, depression, dizziness and more, all 
because six wind turbines were near to their home. 
The couple said that their symptoms completely 
disappeared after they moved away in 2015. 

 
in the couple, and studies 
from Europe, Canada and 
the US suggest that 
negative news stories 
and misinformation 
about wind turbines 
may cause people to believe 
that the green energy source 
is genuinely causing them 
health issues. 
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USA

 “On the brink of catastrophe”
Human rights group Amnesty has warned that 
Ethiopia is “on the brink of a human rights and 
humanitarian catastrophe”. Civil war in the country 
has been ongoing for more than a year now, with 

People’s Liberation Front and Oromo Liberation 
Army. Last week, Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed 
declared a state of emergency, and has previously 
called for “all capable Ethiopians” to join the military. 

poverty, and led to widespread famine.

ETHIOPIA

 Family dog turns out to be a fox

dog, called Run Run, was in fact an Andean fox (like 
the one above). Run Run grew up playing happily 
with other pet dogs in the neighbourhood, but as 
it grew older, it began to chase and kill ducks and 
chickens belonging to other residents. Run Run has 
now, err, run away from home, and is being looked 

to a rescue centre or zoo.

 Eight die at Texas festival
Two investigations have been launched after 
eight people were killed and dozens injured during 
a performance by US rapper Travis Scott at his 
Astroworld festival in Houston, Texas. It’s thought 
that when the rapper started performing, lots of 
people rushed to get in closer, quickly becoming 
trapped close together. Scott is facing lawsuits from 
at least 35 individuals over the incident. The head of 
Houston Police has said he “expressed concerns” to 
Scott about public safety before the concert started.
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 Vaccine lottery winner 
A 25-year-old woman has won AU$1,000,000 
(£548,000), simply for getting a COVID-19 vaccine, 
thanks to the Million Dollar Vax Alliance lottery. It 
was funded by philanthropists (people who give 
money to good causes) and businesses as a way 
to encourage Australians to get vaccinated, and 
around three million vaccinated Australians had 
a chance to win. The winner, Joanna Zhu, said she 
plans to spend some of the money on reuniting 
with her family, who live in China, for Chinese New 
Year, as long as the borders are open.
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 Flooding brings city to a standstill

in the southern Indian city of Chennai, 
causing power cuts and destroying 

buildings and roads. Warnings 
have been issued, calling for 

those in low-lying areas to 
evacuate. It’s the heaviest 
rainfall in the city since 2015. 
Climate change, caused by 
global warming, is thought 
to be why extreme rainfall 
is becoming heavier and 
more frequent in many 
places around the world.
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NHS England is to start rolling out what’s 
known as whole-genome sequencing 
for childhood cancers. It will become a 
routine test for all children with cancer. 
Our genome is made up of DNA, which is 
found in almost all of our cells. Mutations 
in our DNA can lead to cancer. 
The decision came after a new study of 
36 children found that DNA testing the 
cancer can be hugely helpful. That’s 
because it shows the precise mutations 
that are causing the cancer. This can 
help doctors work out how the disease is 

likely to progress, and which treatments 
to try. Although the tests take two to 
three months to complete, hopes are 
high. Sheona Scales of Cancer Research 

tailor treatments towards the individual… 
the hope is that this will lead to better 
outcomes for children with cancer.”

11. SCIENCE NEWS by Eddie de Oliveira FirstNews     Issue 804     12 – 18 November 2021

A NEW study has found that most rocky, 
Earth-like planets near us contain rocks 
that aren’t found in our solar system. 
Exoplanets are planets astronomers have 
discovered outside of our solar system. Some 
of these might be able to host life forms. But 
scientists know very little about what they’re 
made of. 
So astronomer Siyi Xu and geologist Keith 
Putirka teamed up to study the atmospheres of 
23 polluted white dwarfs within 650 light-years 
of our sun. 
White dwarfs are the collapsed cores of stars. 
They contain material from planets, asteroids  
or other rocky bodies that once orbited the  
star, but eventually fell into the white dwarf  
and “polluted” its atmosphere. 
The only elements that normally exist in a white 
dwarf’s atmosphere are hydrogen and helium. 

out what the rocky planetary objects that fell 
into the star were made of.
Xu and Putirka found that these white dwarfs 
have a much wider range of elements than any 
of the inner planets in our solar system. This 
suggests the white dwarfs’ planets had a much 
bigger variety of rock types. Some dissolve more 
in water than rocks on Earth, while others melt 
at much lower temperatures.

TRIALS of a new pill to treat COVID-19 have been found to reduce the risk of hospitalisation and 
death by 89%.

CHILDHOOD CANCER 
BREAKTHROUGH

EXPERTS HIT 
THE ROCKSCOVID COVID 

PILL PILL 
OFFERS OFFERS 
HOPEHOPE
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ways to prevent the climate crisis, did you know 
that dust might hold an answer?

A key part of slowing climate change is to reduce how 
much carbon dioxide gets into the atmosphere. Trees are really good 

other ways to capture it. Enter basaltic dust!
Soils and rocks react with the carbon dioxide in rain and capture 

basaltic dust increases the surface area 
over which this can happen. It absorbs 
carbon dioxide right from the atmosphere. 
Even better, the dust is slightly alkali so 
when it runs off into streams, it prevents 

out more on the Science Museum website 
at tinyurl.com/OurFuturePlanet. 

This report is from the Science Museum in London

Doctors treat COVID patients at 
a hospital in Russia last week
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STUDYING the full genetic code of childhood cancers can help doctors better 
understand the disease – and pick the most effective treatments.
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Rocky objects and a white dwarf

The remarkable results were so good that the 
independent committee monitoring the clinical  
trial in the US recommended it be ended early.

American drug company that produced one of the 
COVID-19 vaccines used in many countries around the 
world, including the UK. 
The new drug, Paxlovid, is an antiviral that should  
be taken within a few days of a positive COVID test. 
Two Paxlovid pills and one of a drug called ritonavir 

 
by stopping the virus from making copies of itself. 

scientists last year. Ritonavir is an older antiviral used 
to treat another virus called HIV.
The trials of Paxlovid found that, if taken within three 
days of a person feeling symptoms, the risk of serious 
illness was reduced by 89%. But scientists are quick 
to point out that, while medicines are very important, 
vaccines remain the best protection against COVID-19.

overall feeling was relief – it’s been a long path.” She 
described the vaccine and her company’s new pill  

as offering “end-to-end protection and treatment”.

aims to have more than 180,000 packets produced by 
the end of the year. They plan to ramp up production 
to 50 million packs in 2022.
Although it’s not been approved for use anywhere 

pill to the US Food and Drug Administration. It already 
applied for emergency use for the drug in October. 
US President Joe Biden welcomed the news. He said: 
”The therapy would be another tool in our toolbox to 
protect people from the worst outcomes of COVID.”
The news came in the same week as another COVID 
antiviral pill, called molnupiravir, was approved for 
use in the UK. The tablet, made by American company 
Merck, will be given twice a day to vulnerable patients 

This drug cuts the risk of going to hospital or dying of 
COVID by half in the most high-risk patients, such as 
the elderly or those with illnesses that damage the 
body’s immune system. 
Last week, the global death toll due to COVID-19 
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AS temperatures start to drop, one of the UK’s rarest reptiles will start 
to look for the perfect place to spend winter – and you can help!
Smooth snakes can be found across all of northern Europe, and like most 
reptiles will have spent all summer and autumn feeding and building 
themselves up in preparation for winter.
Wildlife charity Froglife says: “You can provide good overwintering habitat 
for them by creating big log piles known as hibernacula or building compost 
heaps. These cosy, insulated spaces will keep them warm and protected during 
the winter. Keep an eye out for any amphibian and reptile activity on warmer 
winter days though, as they will occasionally leave their overwintering site 
looking for a snack when the weather is nice!”

future is threatened by larger, invasive 

species compete with white-clawed 

Manager with Bristol Zoological Society, has 

number of years. She said: “We are building 

in the hope that we will prevent them 

and, without projects like this, white-clawed 

England in the next ten years.”

released this year at a site that is free from 

to safeguard their future. 

MOREMORE MARINE MARINE
              PROTECTIONPROTECTION
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MARINE conservation zones in the Galápagos will be expanded 
by 60,000km2 to help protect a large number of species. 
The plan was announced by Ecuador’s President Guillermo Lasso 

conservationists around the world.
The Galápagos has one of the richest marine environments in the 
world, with a vast array of species found there. Endangered species 
like whale sharks migrate through the waters and other important 
species like turtles and tuna live in the Galápagos.

only help to protect species, but will also help the area become more 
able to cope with the effects of climate change.
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SLEEPY SLEEPY 
                  SNAKESSNAKESSAVING CRAYFISH

A TEAM of conservationists from Bristol Zoological Society have 

Somerset in a bid to boost the species. 
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First News

 
Bedtime Stories: Beautiful Black Tales From The Past

An amazing life
John Henry Smythe (right) was one 

 Where it all began

 

 An inspiring tale
First News

A TIME T      REMEMBER



14. HACHETTE Advertisement feature

THIS FESTIVE SEASONTHIS FESTIV
THE BEST BOOKS TO GIVETHE BEST BOO

GIVE the gift of reading this Christmas, and get one o

THE CHRISTMAS PIG
J.K. ROWLING
This Christmas, one brave boy and his toy are about to 
change everything… A tale for the whole family to fall in 
love with, from one of the world’s greatest storytellers.

VETMAN
NOEL FITZPATRICK
Meet Vetman: a new superhero for animals everywhere! 
An amazing Christmas adventure from TV Supervet Noel 
Fitzpatrick, featuring an incredible cast of bionic creatures.

TOTO THE NINJA CAT AND 
THE LEGEND OF THE WILDCAT
DERMOT O’LEARY
Meet Toto: she sleeps all day. Fights crime at night. She’s a NINJA 

bestselling series.

GHOSTCLOUD
MICHAEL MANN

JULIA AND THE SHARK
KIRAN MILLWOOD HARGRAVE 
WITH TOM DE FRESTON

special deluxe hardback is the perfect gift for a book lover.
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WIN!WIN!  ALL OF THESE BOOKS!ALL OF THESE BOOKS!
Save on the Christmas shopping by winning a copy of all eight books on the page. Three lucky winners 
will receive the lot! To be in with a chance of winning, just answer this question:

What is the name of the ninja cat in Dermot O’Leary’s book series?
a) Merdyn     b) Toto     c) Julia

This competition closes on 10 December 2021. Open to UK residents only. 
Terms and conditions can be found at bit.ly/FestiveReads

Send your answer to competition@hachettechildrens.co.uk with Festive Giveaway 
in the subject line. Don’t forget to include your contact details!

THIS FESTIVE SEASONVE SEASON
THE BEST BOOKS TO GIVEOKS TO GIVE

of these great reads for a friend or a family member! 

SWARM RISING
TIM PEAKE, STEVE COLE
Aliens are coming… but what do they want, and are we ready 

created by astronaut Tim Peake and author Steve Cole.

THE WARRIOR IN MY 
WARDROBE
SIMON FARNABY
Join Merdyn and friends for magic, mayhem and epic 
wizard battles! The hilarious new book from Simon 
Farnaby, writer of Horrible Histories and Paddington 2.

from 
Hachette Children’s 

Group

Available 
now from 

all good 
bookshops!

ENID BLYTON’S 
CHRISTMAS TALES
ENID BLYTON
Celebrate Christmas with Enid Blyton. A bumper collection of 
25 festive stories, now with a shiny new cover for extra sparkle.e.



16. ENTERTAINMENT by Serena Lacey and Aaron Henderson FirstNews     Issue 804     12 – 18 November 2021stNews   IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssueeeeeeeeuuuuuuuuuuuueuuueuuueeeeeeueueeeeueuuuueuuuuueueueuuuueeueeueeeueueueueeueueueueueueueueueueueueueueueeueueueeueeeueuuueueueueuueueuueueueueueeuueueueuueuueeeueueueueuuueuueueeueeeeeeeueueuueueuuueeeueeueeeueueuueueueueueeeueuuuuuueeuuuuuuuueueeuuuuueuuueeeeeeeuueeeeueueeeueuueeeeueuuuueeeeeuuuuuuuueeeeee 88888888888888888888 88 8 88888888888888 888888 88888888888888888888888888888888888 8 8888 88888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888 0400404000040040000000040400400040040404040400004000444444444440000040404040404000444444444444444440400004040404040000004440444444404440404040404040040040004044044444444440000404444444000404404444044444444000000004404444444444004444444444400444444444444        12 – 18 Nov

CHRISTMAS CHRISTMAS 

CAPERSCAPERS

Di
sn

ey
+

 

Home Alone series! Aaron Henderson 

Home Sweet Home Alone! 

 
Home Sweet Home Alone?
Max is the main character of this Home Alone

 Home Alone

 
his home?  

 You wouldn’t take advantage and stay up late 
playing videogames and watching movies?

Home Alone 

Home Alone
 

Home Alone 

Home Sweet Home Alone 
is streaming on Disney+ now
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THIS THIS WEEKWEEK
1 Christmas adverts have launched 

early this year, with Marks & 
Spencer, John Lewis and Disney 
premiering their adverts this week. 
Disney’s advert is a mini animated 

 The Stepdad and is a sequel to last year’s Christmas advert, 
which was all about family traditions. The soundtrack is sung by jazz 
musician Gregory Porter and is available to download now, with 
all proceeds in 2021 going to Make-A-Wish International. 

2 A brand-new streaming platform has launched, showing 

about the planet, climate change and other environmental issues. 
 

how to join at .

3 I’m A Celebrity… Get Me Out Of Here! will be back on our screens 
from 21 November. For the second year in a row the show will be 

because of Australian travel 
restrictions. The 12 celebrities taking 
part are already in Wales and are 
isolating before the show launches. 
Rumoured contestants include 
soap actor Adam Woodyatt, Frankie 

and Matty Lee. We. Can’t. Wait!

PICS OF 
THE WEEK

THESE Diary of  
a Wimpy Kid 

 

Diary of  
a Wimpy Kid
Diary of a Wimpy Kid 

 
on 3 December. 
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 How does it feel to be back at your old school?

 What made you want to get involved with this year’s BBC Children  
In Need campaign?

 

 How are the children at Chorlton High School getting involved?

 What do you remember about Children In Need from when you  
were young?

 What was it like meeting Pudsey?
 

IT
V
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BACK TO SCHOOL!BACK TO SCHOOL!
OLYMPIC cyclist Charlotte Worthington is one of the famous faces 
supporting this year’s Children In Need campaign. She visited her 
old school, which is helping to raise money for the charity.
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If you want to fundraise for BBC Children In Need, head to 
bbc.co.uk/pudsey

fundraising ideas and advice to get you started.
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THERE are more than 200 different dog breeds found in the UK, but some breeds have lost popularity in recent years and are in danger of dying 
out. The Kennel Club told us about some of the unique dog breeds found in the UK. 

Discover Dogs returns to the ExCeL London on 20 and 21 November. If you or your siblings are under eight, 
then you can get in for free! There’s loads more information at discoverdogs.org.uk
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MEET MEET THE THE 
VULNERABLE BREEDSVULNERABLE BREEDS

 Popular pups
If you were asked to name a dog breed, which ones 

 Forgotten breeds

smooth fox terrier and the Scottish terrier, in the years 

 

 Meet the rare breeds
 

 
The Wizard of Oz  

 
 

Dandie Dinmont terrier
The Dandie Dinmont 
terrier is the only breed to 
have its own tartan! An 
iconic Scottish dog, with 
particularly expressive 
eyes and a distinctive 
haircut.

Irish wolfhound
Irish wolfhounds 
are known for being 
exceptionally calm and 
friendly. They are the 
tallest of all the breeds 
and this, combined with 
their gentle temperament, 
mean they have earned 

the nickname of “gentle giants”.

Retriever (curly coated)
An intelligent and friendly 
breed, the curly coated 
retriever has a very 
distinctive coat of small, 
tight curls, which requires 
regular grooming.

Otterhound
One of the most rare and 
vulnerable UK breeds, the 
otterhound is easy-going 
and good-natured. Their 
weather-resistant coat and 
webbed feet means they 

are just as comfortable in water as they are 
on land.

Welsh corgi (Cardigan)
Cousin to the more famous and Queen’s favourite, the 
Pembroke corgi, Cardigan Welsh corgis are intelligent little 
dogs, originally bred to help farmers with livestock. 
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Vetman And His Bionic Animal Clan by Noel Fitzpatrick is out now!

 What can you tell us about your  
new book?
It’s a brilliant adventure story about a superhero 
called Vetman and his crew of incredible bionic 
animals. In the book, you’ll encounter a tortoise  

 
with a metal cheese grater on her belly and  
a rabbit on a turbo-powered hoverboard made  
from an old hairdryer.

 Sounds amazing! What made you want to 
write a children’s book?
I’ve always loved comic books and wanted to write 
about my own superhero. I’m eternally ten years old 
inside! Vetman has always been there for me, since 
I dreamed him up when I was ten years old, and I’d 
like him to be there for other people and for all the 
animals too. 

 Is Vetman the kind of superhero you would 
like to be?
Yes, he’s my hero and has been all my life. He  
inspires me to be the best I can be, with compassion 
and creativity. 

 If you could have a superhero power now, 
what would it be?
I’d have the ability to heal both physical and 
emotional problems just by touch, because then  
I could instantly help any person or animal in trouble.   

 If you were putting together a super animal 
gang like Vetman’s bionic animal crew, what 
animals would be in it?

started writing I had ferrets, a wily fox and a goat in 
the squad – all kinds! But the animals that made it 
into the book are the ones that would absolutely be 
in my real-life crew.

 Vetman does amazing bionic surgeries; is 
there a super surgery you’re most proud of?
I think it would be the wolverine surgery I created. 
Last time I was doing that surgery, I went to the big 

off the skeleton! When I got into bed that night,  
I found two skeleton toes! I even had a cardboard 
cut-out of Wolverine [from X-Men] protecting  
the skeleton… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Will readers learn any cool veterinary facts 
from the book?
Yes, I hope they will. I have based many things in 
the book on real science that either has been 
achieved or could be achieved, and they will 
certainly learn about the challenges with ethics 
and decision making. 

 You’re a busy working vet, so how did you 

 
greatness without great effort. So, it was very  
late nights on a Friday and Saturday for me! 

 Like in all good stories, there’s a baddie in 
this book. Do you think it’s true that animals 
are a good judge of character?

can teach us so much about ourselves. 
 As a vet you love all animals, but is there one 

species/breed that you have a particular soft 
spot for?
If I were to say anything, some secret organisation 
would apprehend me immediately. So no, I do not 
have a preference – at all! 

 This year has seen a lot of families get pets 

thing to think about when looking for a pet?
Moral responsibility, which is something Imogen 
faces in the book when she wants to adopt Pirate. Her 
mum is very concerned that she will want to watch 
TV when she needs to take Pirate for a walk and pick 
up poo. You need to be prepared to pick up poo! 

 What advice would you give to any of our 
readers who want to become a vet?
Work hard if it’s your dream and remember that it’s 
not a coincidence that Spider-Man said: “With great 
power comes great responsibility.” 
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ANIMALS TO ANIMALS TO 
THE RESCUE!

TV’S popular ‘Supervet’, Noel Fitzpatrick, has picked up a pen 
instead of a stethoscope to write a book about a superhero 
vet and his band of bionic animal sidekicks! 

l Fitzpatrick is out now!
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THE STARTER-SET

Available from
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UP YOUR GRAVITRAX 
GAME WITH THE 
EXTENSIONS!

Discover more about GraviTrax 
at www.gravitrax.co.uk

GraviTrax is suitable for age eight years and up.

With the Zipline you can create the element of surprise! 
Zip along! The Zipline connects track sections to 
overcome long distances and varying elevations. 

Combine the Zipline with the GraviTrax Starter-Set 
for spectacular gliding action. How far will your marbles 

go when connected across the tracks via Zipline?

ZIPLINE HOLD ON TIGHT! 

ONCE you’ve begun constructing awesome Trax with the GraviTrax  
Starter-Sets you can get creative with the range of GraviTrax Extensions.
Using the Extensions, you can practise your best trick shots, and remember to mix 
things up with the PRO accessories – as everything is compatible.

Split the directions of the marbles 
with the Splitter. See if the marbles 
have enough speed to roll across 

the trapdoor. If they roll too slow, the 
marbles will fall to awaiting tracks below 

and will go in different directions.

SPLITTER MIX IT! 

With the Spiral you can let the 
marble spin round and round. 
With different height possibilities, 

the marbles on a dizzying journey 
from one level to another.

SPIRAL OFF WE GO!

Gain control over the direction of 
your marbles! As your marble falls 

into the Turntable, it will change 
direction and make the Turntable 

spin. The Turntable allows for even 
more track variation and more control 
over the direction of your marble. 

TURNTABLE 
SPIN AROUND!Catapult! Load the Catapult and build some 

awesome courses for your marbles to follow.

CATAPULT DEFYING GRAVITY

+
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Written and illustrated by Paul Palmer

ASTRONAUTS on the International Space Station (ISS) have treated 
themselves to some space tacos!
The crew have been busy growing their own chillies onboard the spacecraft, to 
see how they grow and what they taste like. Now, they’ve been able to try out 
the results. 
Astronaut Megan McArthur wrote on Twitter: “Friday Feasting! After the harvest, 

the data!). Finally, I made my best space tacos yet: fajita beef, rehydrated 
tomatoes & artichokes, and HATCH CHILLI!”
Growing chillies on the ISS is part of an experiment to see if fresh food can be 
grown in orbit for longer missions. At the moment, astronauts don’t get much 
fresh food up on the ISS, as it takes up lots of space on the rockets and goes  
off quickly.

IT’S 
TACO 
TIME!

3D-PRINTED TOWN
PLANS have been announced to build an entire neighbourhood of 
3D-printed homes in America.  
The new streets will be created in Austin, Texas, and feature 100 properties 
made out of 3D-printed concrete. That’ll make it the biggest of its kind 
anywhere in the world. 
Three companies – BIG, ICON and Lennar – are working on the unique idea, 
which they say will be much more environmentally-friendly than using normal 
construction methods. ICON builds machines called Vulcans to create the 
houses, which they say use less energy and create less waste. 3D printing is 
also much quicker. 
Would you like to live in a 3D-printed house?

A FIVE-WEEK-OLD kitten managed to stow away in a van’s engine 
for an epic 55-mile (88.5km) journey.
The tiny kitty is thought to have climbed aboard the van in Liverpool and 
travelled all the way to Newcastle-under-Lyme. He was only discovered 
when the driver and his colleagues stopped at a drive-in.
Dwayne Ofoeme said: “We immediately heard meowing and thought it 
was just a cat under the van. I then got underneath to see exactly where 
the noise was coming from and spotted a kitten. I couldn’t believe it.”
The men tried to get the paw (get it?!) fellow out, but he kept escaping,  
so they decided to call the RSPCA for help.
It took RSPCA inspector Jackie Hickman more than an hour to coax the 
daring kitty out. She said he had little oily paws and was very hungry, but 

The kitten has been named Ringo after the Beatles drummer and is being 
cared for by the RSPCA. If his owner doesn’t come forward, he’ll be 
   rehomed soon.

IT’S Guinness World Records Day on 
17 November! 
The day aims to encourage people across 
the world to have a go at becoming a record-
breaker! Whether you have an unusual talent 
or just fancy trying something fun, why not get 
involved? Check out www.guinnessworldrecords.
com/gwrday
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STOWAWAY STOWAWAY 
KITTYKITTY

A concept drawing of the town
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RESEARCH from City, University of London 
has shown that violent videogames 
aren’t linked to real-life violence.
For years, some people, including some 
politicians and journalists, have suggested 
that there’s a link between the release of new violent videogames and real-
world violence, typically after a tragic event like a shooting.
Dr Agne Suziedelyte, Senior Lecturer in the Department of Economics at City, 
University of London, examined data on boys aged eight to 18 in the US.
She found no evidence that violence against other people increases after a 
new violent videogame is released, and said that government “policies that 
place restrictions on videogame sales to minors [children] are unlikely to 
reduce violence”.

MARIO PARTY 
SUPERSTARS

DID you know there have been more than ten Mario Party games over 
the last 20 years? Mario Party Superstars features remastered versions of 

Mario Party Superstars is a more simple Mario Party game. Four players take turns to 
roll a dice, moving along a virtual game board and playing minigames to earn coins, 
then using those coins to buy stars. At the end of the game, 
the person with the most stars wins.
Almost all of the minigames are a lot of fun, except maybe 
one game called Archer-ival, which wasn’t very fair! 
If you don’t fancy a full Mario Party, you can turn to Mount Minigames, 
where you can just play a selection of your favourite minigames. 
With a Nintendo Switch Online subscription, you can play either of 
the game modes with other people online. There’s no voice chat, but you can send 
stickers to explain how you’re feeling, which can be very silly! 
Overall, there’s lots to enjoy here, and it’s never too complicated, so the whole family 
can get involved. 
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VIOLENT GAMES 
DON’T CAUSE 
VIOLENCE

PLOD ALONG WITH PIKMIN

25 lava volcano surprises with the Smashers 
Mega Light Up Surprise Egg! Unwrap and 
follow the map and then build the ultimate 

 
activate the Dino sound and light up feature.

Smashers Mini Light Up Surprise Egg. Open 

through the volcano eruption and adventure into the lava slime to 

Stegosaurus. To be in with a chance of winning one 
of six Smashers Mega Light Up Surprise bundles, just 
answer this question:

name?   a) Brontosaurus  b) T-Rex  c) Stegosaurus

WIN!  A SMASHERS 
DINO LIGHT UP SURPRISE                              
BUNDLE FROM 

ENTER NOW! MARK YOUR ENTRY DINO

GET smashing with the latest 
Smashers Dino collection from ZURU.  

The Smashers Dino 

from Smyths, The 
Entertainer, Argos, 

Tesco, Asda, and B&M 
nationwide.

smashersworld.zuru.com
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PIKMIN Bloom, a free new walking game from Pokémon GO maker 

Open up the app as you walk, and you can leave a trail of 
 

you can grow Pikmin (pictured).
The Pikmin are adorable, and full of personality. You can 
unlock costumes for them too!
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NINTENDO 
SWITCH7

For gifts for every budget, go to 

Get a 
FirstNews 

 
this Christmas 

for just £10!

Every week, First News

brilliant articles, entertaining interviews 

to delight them every week in First News.

Perfect  
for 7 to 

olds
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BRILLIANT BOOKS ARE 
PERFECT PRESENTS

A BOOK is one of the best presents you can wake up to on Christmas 
morning! A guaranteed adventure in another time, another world, or 
simply in someone else’s shoes… is there anything better?

This year, our Christmas list is full of brilliant books, so we thought 
we’d share it with you just in case you’re still writing your own list and 
need some inspiration! 

FOR THE FACT-FINDERSFOR THE FACT-FINDERS
These books are full of factoids and activities

FOR THE CLIMATE FOR THE CLIMATE 
CONSCIOUSCONSCIOUS
Must-reads for those who are passionate about climate change

WHAT’S THE 
POINT OF MATHS?
DK

BRITANNICA FIRST 
BIG BOOK OF WHY
BRITANNICA

THAT’S LIFE! LOOKING 
FOR THE LIVING THINGS 
ALL AROUND YOU
MIKE BARFIELD

CLIMATE CRISIS 
FOR BEGINNERS
ANDY PRENTICE

THIS BOOK IS CRUELTY-
FREE: ANIMALS AND US
LINDA NEWBERY

HOW TO MAKE A 
BETTER WORLD
KEILLY SWIFT

HEROES AND VILLAINSHEROES AND VILLAINS
Great battles await in these exciting stories

RAYBEARER
JORDAN IFUEKO

THE DAY I FELL 
INTO A FAIRYTALE
BEN MILLER

CONTENDER:  
THE CHOSEN
TARAN MATHARU

BE INSPIREDBE INSPIRED

BLACK WOMEN IN 
SCIENCE
KIMBERLY BROWN 
PELLUM

GRETA’S STORY: THE 
SCHOOLGIRL WHO 
WENT ON STRIKE TO 
SAVE THE PLANET
VALENTINA CAMERINI

ENGLAND’S 
HEROES: ULTIMATE 
FOOTBALL HEROES
MATT AND TOM 
OLDFIELD

LOOKING FOR A LAUGH?LOOKING FOR A LAUGH?

THE INFINITE
PATIENCE AGBABI

PLANET OMAR: 
EPIC HERO FLOP
ZANIB MIAN

(THE BOY WHO GOT) 
ACCIDENTALLY FAMOUS
DAVID BADDIEL

FOR YOUNGER READERSFOR YOUNGER READERS
Some things for smaller siblings

THE STORY OF THE 
KINDNESS ELVES
ANNA RANSON
BENJAMIN BYRNE

WE GO 
WAY BACK
IDAN BEN-BARAK
PHILIP BUNTING

TOO 
SMALL 
TOLA 
AND THE 
THREE 
FINE 
GIRLS
ATINUKE
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CAN you complete our crossword puzzle using the clues below?
CROSSWORD

WORD
LADDER

SEE if you can get from the 
top of the ladder to the 

bottom by changing 
one letter at a time 

to make a new 
word.

SAIL

BOAT

ACROSS
1 A thing that is kept as  
a reminder of a place or 
holiday (8)
6 A continent (4)
7 A theatre where 

9 Royal (5)
11 Black-and-white  

striped animal (5)
12 A book of maps (5)

13 Royal _____ : famous horse 
racing event (5) 

16
18 How big something is (4)
19 Take away (8)

DOWN
1 Flight of steps (9) 
2 Employing (5)
3 Pleasant (4)
4 Joggers (7)
5 Meat from a pig (3)
8 Flat (9)
10 Accumulates (7)
14 Country where you can  

15 Crustacean with pincers (4)
17 Curved chest 
bone (3)

WORD WHEEL

SE
E h

ow
 m

any words of three or more letters you can make, using the m
iddle

let
te

r in
 each one. And can you  nd the word that uses all the letters?I C
T

M
AU

O

T
A

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8

9 10 11

12 13 14

15

16 17 18

19

SUDOKUSUDOKU
CAN you complete our sudoku 

to nine?

5 8 1 7 4
1 8 7 3 6

8 9 4 7 6 1
1 2 9

4 6 1 5 7 3
7 9 8 2 4

8 4 6 9 2



COMPETITIONS: You can enter First News  
First News

First News  
First News  
First News

in transit. First News
 

HOW TO ENTER: in 
 is25. PUZZLE FUN

SPOTSPOT THE  THE DIFFERENCEDIFFERENCE
CAN Snoopy in Space

A B

ENTER NOW! MARK YOUR ENTRY DOLL

THE

WIN!WIN!  A BABY A BABY 
ANNABELL ANNABELL 
LITTLE SWEET LITTLE SWEET 
BUNDLEBUNDLE

ONE 
FOR YOU 

AND YOUR 
YOUNGER 
SIBLINGS

LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS:
tail is missing, 

basketball has been removed. ‘I’ has 
been changed to ‘YOU’, basketball is 
bigger, nose has been removed.

L U G G A G E F N

E O N V A L U E

M O O E O E

U N D E R G R O U N D

R S A R S

S K A T E

E G E C S

M A R S H M A L L O W

P E E P O I

T H E I R O W F

Y N E X T I N C T

5 1 9 2 8 4 3 7 6
3 8 7 6 5 9 4 1 2
4 2 6 7 3 1 9 5 8
2 9 1 8 4 7 5 6 3
6 5 4 1 2 3 8 9 7
7 3 8 9 6 5 1 2 4
9 6 3 5 7 8 2 4 1
1 4 2 3 9 6 7 8 5
8 7 5 4 1 2 6 3 9

WIN!WIN!  A A 
WORLD MAP 
3D PUZZLE 3D PUZZLE 

 

 
ENTER NOW! MARK YOUR ENTRY MAP
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We are extremely passionate about the environment and we are always looking at ways to reduce waste throughout the company and across all of our products. Our paper comes from sustainable sources. We package First News in a mixture of 

compostable wrapper, paper wrapper, cardboard wraps and boxes, depending on the order size. See  for more information about our environmental commitments.

FLEECE ONESIE
ASDA FROM £11.00 EACH 

made from recycled polyester, which has 
been made from melted plastic bottles and 

new yarn. A minimum of 20% of the price of 
each onesie will go to Children in Need.

CHILDREN 
IN NEED

PUDSEY AND 
BLUSH BEANIE
BBCCHILDRENINNEED 
SHOP.CO.UK £5.00 EACH
soft and super cute and are the perfect 
choice for fans of the loveable bears. Made 

WHAT’S IN 
THE SHOPS?

PUDSEY 
COLOURING- 
IN PENCILS
BBCCHILDRENINNEEDSHOP.CO.UK 
£2.00 
a recycled cardboard tube, decorated with the famous 
Pudsey spotty pattern. Half of the price of these pencils  

Y
URING-
CILS

AVAILABLE NOW 

ONLINE & WHEREVER 

BOOKS ARE SOLD FOR MORE INFO VISIT 

ROYOFTHEROV
ERS.COM

EXPLORE 
THE FULL 
SERIES!SERIES!SSERIES!SS

NEW PITCH. NEW STRUGGLES.

ARE YOU READY TO READ ROY’S 

NEXT FOOTBALL ADVENTURE?

"EPIC!"
Match of the Day

magazine



SUBSCRIBE FOR SCHOOL – FIND OUT MORE AT SCHOOLS.FIRSTNEWS.CO.UK
CALL: (020) 3195 7256     EMAIL: SCHOOLS@FIRSTNEWS.CO.UK

WE WANT TO 
HEAR WHAT 
YOU/YOUR 
SCHOOL 
IS UP TO
Write in to let us know what 
you’ve been up to! Have you 
been getting creative? Been 
for a great day out? Raised 
money for charity? Whatever 
it is, we love hearing about 
your adventures, so why not 
share your experiences with 
First News readers?
Email your report (and any 
pictures you want to share) to 

. 
Don’t forget to include your 
name and age (and your 
school’s name and address 
for school news reports). By 
writing in, you give consent 
to First News printing details 
and photographs of those 
involved in the report.

CONSERVATION 
AWARD 
WINNER

SCHOOL’S 
SCULPTURES

 “Here’s what I enjoyed about the project. Basically, I loved it 
all! The trips to London and Ramsgate Harbour especially because it 
was fun to explore, and I also enjoyed meeting the artists because they 
teamed up with us to make something sensational. What made it stand 
out the most was that we – the children - were in charge of making  
the masterpiece.”

 “I enjoyed going to the Tate Modern in London with my peers, seeing sculptures and taking the train. I had so much 
fun making dens, using tape to make the sheets stay stuck on the tables and chairs. Also, I loved meeting new and creative 
artists and re-imagining Ramsgate as a more peaceful and free place. Showing new interested guests around the Turner 
Contemporary was also an enjoyable experience. Finally, the most vital thing I enjoyed was working as a team.”

 “I had so much fun working with all the new artists but I most enjoyed the time when we went to a building site and 
used wool to connect the pillars together. This was my favourite activity because I got a new pair of snazzy boots. I loved 
every moment of the entire project and it was a great experience. I feel very lucky to have been a part of something that will 
be a lasting legacy in Ramsgate.
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Beacons

I represent a number 
of charities that teach 
children and young 
people about nature, 
and encourage people to 
discover their local wildlife. 
Two years ago, I created 
an online map of nature 
reserves in the capital,  
and since then, I have 
been writing my blog and 
posting on social media 
about the importance of 
these nature reserves and 
their precious wildlife. 
Recently, I received the 
Youth Conservation Award from the International Fund for Animal Welfare 
(IFAW) at the House of Lords – it was very exciting! I learned a lot about the 
charity, which rescues and protects animals around the world, and was 
fascinated by the work of the other award recipients. 
This award has encouraged me to keep campaigning to protect London’s 
green spaces, and encourage people to notice, appreciate and protect their 
local wildlife.

JUNIORJUNIOR
JOURNALISTJOURNALIST

 

We joined thousands of other schoolchildren in raiding our 
 

national Hello Yellow Day, in support of Young Minds. There were certainly some 
very imaginative ideas at the school, one being a yellow rubber duck added as 
a hair accessory! I was wearing a yellow headband with yellow bear ears.
The other pupil charity reps and I liked wearing yellow as it brightened up our 
day. At lunchtime the dining room was a sea of yellow, it looked great. We 
all wore different shades of yellow and it was exciting. We know that Young 
Minds is a charity that helps children when they are feeling lonely, sad, afraid, 
or isolated and we all wanted to help raise awareness. I liked seeing so much 
yellow as it is the colour of sunshine, and happiness. It stands for freshness, 
positivity, intellect, and joy. 
Throughout the day we all took part in activities focusing on wellbeing, kindness 
and resilience. We had a brilliant day and all our teachers and pupils joined 
together to support all children and show them that they’re not alone with their 
emotional health. We all had a fantastic day.

HELLO YELLOW DAY
SCHOOLSCHOOL
NEWSNEWS

JUNIORJUNIOR
JOURNALISTJOURNALIST

Beacons



Serbia’s Novak Djokovic holds the trophy after winning the Paris Masters. Djokovic, the world number one, beat 

points now separate 
Max Verstappen 
from Lewis Hamilton 
at the top of the 
Formula 1 driver 

standings. Verstappen (below) won 
the Mexican Grand Prix last weekend 
in front of a crowd of 140,000. The 
victory for the Red Bull driver put him 
on 312.5 points, ahead of reigning 
champion Hamilton on 293.5.  

Women’s Super 
League (WSL) goals 
have been scored 
by Kim Little. The 
Arsenal striker struck 

twice in her team’s 4-0 thrashing of 
West Ham to reach the milestone. 
The Gunners are at the top of the 
WSL table, having won all six of their 
matches so far this season. 

19

50

hours 22 minutes 
39 seconds was 
the winning time 
for Kenya’s Peres 
Jepchirchir in the 

women’s race at the New York 
City Marathon. The win means 

athlete to win Olympic gold and the 
New York race in the same year.

2
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SPORT SPORT 
PICPIC OF THE  OF THE 

WEEKWEEK

Last year, Azeem Rafiq said that he 
had experienced “institutional racism” 
at the club he played for between 2008 
and 2014, and again from 2016-2018.
At the end of October this year, 
Yorkshire announced it would take no 
action against any player or employee 
of the club following their report into 
racism directed at Rafiq.
But Yorkshire’s report confirmed that 
Rafiq had been a victim of “racial 
harassment and bullying” at the club. 
It found that a racist term about Rafiq’s 
Pakistani heritage was regularly used 
towards him – but said it was “friendly 
and good-natured banter”. This 
prompted outrage from players, fans 
and cricket administrators throughout 
the country. The fact the club decided 
not to take action against any of the 

individuals responsible left Yorkshire 
in a full-blown crisis. A spokesperson 
for Rafiq called on Yorkshire board 
members to resign. 
Last week, as the scandal grew, 
senior figures at Yorkshire did resign, 
including the chairman Roger Hutton. 
The England and Wales Cricket Board 
(ECB) suspended the club from hosting 
international matches, and several 
sponsors, including Nike, cancelled  
their deals with Yorkshire. 
The club’s new chair, Lord Kamlesh 
Patel, praised Rafiq for his bravery. 
He said: “We’re sorry for what you 
and your family have experienced 
and the way in which we’ve handled 
this. I thank Azeem for his bravery in 
speaking out. Let me be clear from the 
outset, racism or discrimination in any 

form is not banter.”
Former England captain Michael 
Vaughan is one of those Rafiq has 
accused of making racist comments. 
Fellow player Rana Naved-ul-
Hasan backed up Rafiq’s claim, but 
Vaughan has said he “completely 
and categorically [absolutely] denies” 
making any racist remarks. 

cricket has been rocked following a report into racism at Yorkshire County Cricket Club. 

CRICKET CRICKET IN CRISISIN CRISIS
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