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Instead, Morrisons will place 
‘best before’ on nearly all of its 
own-brand milk and encourage 
customers to use a sniff test to 
check whether it’s still good to use.
Milk is the third most wasted food 
and drink product in the UK, after 
potatoes and bread, with around 
490 million pints wasted every 
year, says recycling charity WRAP.
Morrisons says 85 million pints of 

milk waste is down to customers 
following ‘use by’ labels, even 
though studies show it can be  
used for days after the date.
‘Use by’ are the dates until which 
food that can go off can be cooked 
and eaten safely. ‘Best before’ on 
food is just advice about when the 
product should be eaten while it is 
at its nicest.
Ian Goode, who buys the milk for 
Morrisons stores, says: “Wasted 
milk means wasted effort by 

our farmers and unnecessary 
carbon being released into the 
atmosphere.”
Hundreds of thousands of tonnes 
of good food is wasted by the UK 
food industry every year. 
At the same time, the FareShare 
charity says 8.4 million people in 
the UK are living in food poverty 
and struggling to afford to eat.
The charity also claims that more 
than two million…

by editor Nicky Cox MBE

A SUPERMARKET is scrapping ‘use by’ dates on milk to stop millions 
of pints being poured down the sink. 
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SAINSBURY’S 
PAY RISE

LIFEGUARD RESCUES 
KANGAROO

HONG KONG  
PARTY BLUNDER

PENGUIN TRAGEDY
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TO READ YOURSELF  
AND SHARE WITH FRIENDS

QUICK 
    NEWS

BMW has unveiled a colour-
changing car. Sadly, the colours 
BMW chose to show off were black, 
white and grey, but it’s exciting to 
think of the possibilities in the future!

The Norwegian army has requested 
that young men and women return 
their underwear after doing military 
service! The army is running out 
of undies, including socks, due to 
supply chain problems caused by 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

RECORD HEAT 
AROUND THE WORLD
Maximiliano Herrera, a climate 
expert who studies extreme 
weather, says that more than 
400 weather stations around 
the world recorded all-time high 
temperatures last year. The 
European Union’s Copernicus 
Climate Change Service then 

years have been the hottest 
seven on record, with 2021  

PLEASE RETURN 
YOUR PANTS

An outbreak of disease in Dudley 
Zoo has led to the deaths of most 
of the zoo’s Humboldt penguins. 
Avian (bird) malaria isn’t harmful 
to humans but has seen about 50 
penguins die out of a colony of 69 
birds. Zoo director Derek Grove said 
staff were “heartbroken” but praised 
his team for their “dedication  
and tireless efforts to care for  
our penguins over recent weeks”.

DOGS DETECT 
DIFFERENT 
LANGUAGES

Spanish and Hungarian. By 

18 dogs while they listened to 
the two languages, researchers 
saw that the dogs reacted 

with compared to the one they 
didn’t know. The experts also 
monitored brain activity while 
the dogs heard a made-up, 
nonsense language, with the 
results suggesting dogs can 
distinguish between speech 
and non-speech as well.

COLOURFUL CAR

RUNNING 
CHALLENGE

Sainsbury’s has become the latest 
supermarket to pay its workers at 
least £10 an hour. It follows in the 
footsteps of Aldi, Lidl and Morrisons, 
which have already raised their 
pay levels. Sainsbury’s boss Simon 
Roberts, who earns £736,000 a 
year, said the 50p an hour increase 
was an “investment to show our 
colleagues how much we value the 
brilliant job they do”.

A 17-year-old lifeguard in Australia 

job when she helped a kangaroo 
out of the water. The animal jumped 
off some rocks and was struggling 
in the water when Lillian Bee Young 
spotted it. The young lifeguard 
grabbed her board and paddled 
into the waves, keeping a safe 
distance while helping to guide  
the kangaroo back to shore.

BIG FINE FOR  
BIG TECH

Facebook a total of €210m (£176m) 

avoid being tracked when they’re 

by the country’s data privacy 
watchdog because of cookies – little 
bits of data that can remember 
information you put into a website. 
The companies were told to make 
saying no to cookies just as easy as 
saying yes to them, which can be 
done with one click.

Leeds United has said it will give 
a one-year ban to the parents of 
children who run on to the pitch 
after games to speak to players. 
The club said the act was a criminal 
offence and that COVID-19 makes 
the rule even more important.   

BAN FOR FOOTIE 
PITCH INVADERS
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A Scottish man who ran along every 
street in Glasgow admitted that he 
got “lost quite a lot”. Starting as a 
lockdown hobby, Michael Shanks 
tracked the city’s 6,143 streets on an 
app. He ran about 2,300km (1,430 
miles), twice the total length of the 
streets. He put this down to his poor 
map reading and the fact that you 
can’t always avoid “running the 
same street several times”.

are in COVID quarantine after 
attending a busy birthday party. 
It was an embarrassing moment 
for the government, as its current 
advice is to avoid large gatherings. 
Disappointed leader Carrie Lam said 

and refrain from [avoid] taking 
part in private events”. At least one 
person who attended the party has 
tested positive for COVID-19. 

WORLD’S FIRST 
PIG-HEARTED MAN

An American man has 

receive a heart transplant 

Bennett, 57, were given 
special permission to carry 
out the procedure as it was 

operation, Mr Bennett was 
breathing on his own, but was 

to see how his body would 
respond to his new heart.
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A special exhibition based on the 
classic children’s book The Tiger 
Who Came To Tea has opened 
at Leicestershire’s Charnwood 
Museum. The show features famous 
scenes from Judith Kerr’s book, as 
well as a 1.2m (4ft) cuddly tiger, a 
reading area, puzzles and games. 

GRRREAT SHOW

A man hoping to be president  in 
South Korea has said that people 
should get hair loss treatment for 
free as part of the government’s 
healthcare service. The suggestion 
from Lee Jae-myung has met with a 
mixed response, with some saying he 
just wants votes from bald people.

BALD BID FOR VOTES

Temperatures hit 54ºC in 
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The Marble Arch Mound, a London 
tourist attraction introduced in 2021, 
will close this month. The site was 
mocked for being ugly, incomplete 
and costing millions more than 
planned. The person in charge  
of the project later resigned.

MOUND TO CLOSE
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The Platinum Pudding 
Competition is open to 
anyone aged eight or over, 
and the winning recipe will be 
presented to the Queen as 
part of her Platinum Jubilee 
celebrations later this year.
Your entry must be original and 
you will need to provide a list 
of the ingredients, cooking and 
serving instructions, a photo 

of your dessert and write 150 
words about why your entry 

date is 4 February. You can  

www.fortnumandmason.com/
platinum-pudding-entry
The champion dessert will be 
chosen by an expert panel of 
judges including TV chef and 
food writer Dame Mary Berry. 

It will also become part of the 
celebrations taking place over 
the extended bank holiday in 
June. It’s hoped that dessert-
lovers across the nation will 
cook the champion pudding  
at home to mark the event. 
Did you know that coronation 
chicken and Victoria sponge 
were also created especially 

FOUR people arrested for pulling down 
a statue of the 17th century slave trader, 
Edward Colston, have been cleared of 
causing criminal damage.
Sage Willoughby, Jake Skuse, Milo Ponsford and 
Rhian Graham – who have become known as the 
Colston Four – were charged with removing the 
statue during a Black Lives Matter protest in Bristol 
last year. The group toppled the controversial 
Colston statue and threw it into Bristol harbour. 
This year, the case went to court, where the four 
argued that the statue should have been taken 
down anyway.
Mr Willoughby said: “This is a victory for Bristol,  
this is a victory for racial equality and it’s a victory 
for anybody who wants to be on the right side  
of history.”
Not everyone is happy with the verdict though, 
with many Conservative MPs calling for a review 
of the case. Transport Secretary Grant Shapps has 
argued that nobody should be able to get away 
with destroying public property.  

A NEW advertising campaign has been 
launched to help improve children’s diets. 
The Government’s new Better Health campaign is all 
about helping families to eat better and cut down on 
unhealthy snacks. 
The campaign includes a new NHS Food Scanner App 
that you can download for free. You can use it to scan 
barcodes on food in the shops or at home and the 
app will suggest healthier alternatives. 
A new survey has shown that parents bought more 
unhealthy foods for their children during lockdowns 
but that they didn’t stop when the lockdowns ended.
The Government says the pandemic led to a record 
rise in obesity, and that a quarter of children of 
reception school age are now overweight or obese. 
That rises to four in ten for children in Year 6.

BETTER 
HEALTH 
FOR KIDS

A COMPETITION has been launched to create the perfect pudding to celebrate the 
Queen’s 70th jubilee.

Preston, Lancashire.
The unusual bird is native to North America and 
usually migrates to Mexico or the Caribbean in winter. 
Experts think it ended up in the UK after being blown 
off course by an Atlantic storm. Its sighting is one of 

RARE KINGFISHER 
SPOTTED

WOW!WOW!
A MAN from Northern Ireland 
was left amazed when the 
Royal Mail successfully 
managed to deliver a letter 

to his house – with just a story 
about himself on the envelope!

Feargal Lynn said that, instead of his address, the 

Part of it read: “Feargal, lives across the road 
from the Spar, his ma and da used to own it… 
[he] plays guitar and used to run discos in the 

said he’d written to his friend, but hadn’t included 

COLSTON FOUR CLEARED
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Should we play the national 
anthem more? 

Vote at 

THE Government’s tech minister, Chris Philp, 
thinks the BBC should play God Save The Queen 
at the end of its programming every day. 
“The more we hear the national anthem sung, 
frankly, the better,” he said. Do you agree?

The winner of the 
royal pudding 

competition will be 
announced in March
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ROYAL 
BAKE OFF!

G
et

ty
G

et
ty



6 FREE ISSUES!
SUBSCRIBE.FIRSTNEWS.CO.UK

4. NEWS IN PICTURES by Kirsty MacDonald FirstNews     Issue 813     14 – 20 January 2022

PERFORMERS take part in a parade during the tiger light festival. The 
Chinese New Year, celebrating the Year of the Tiger, begins on 1 February. 

HARBIN, CHINA

GALÁÁPAGOS ISLANDS, 
ECUADOR

WUHAN, CHINA

AN elephant plays with a Christmas tree. Trees left over after the Christmas 
period are turned into food or toys for the animals at Berlin Zoo.

AN entire section of this building has had a complete pink makeover. It also 
includes a spiral slide for those who don’t want to take the stairs.

BERLIN, 
GERMANY

BEIJING, CHINA

WORKERS build an 18-metre-tall snowman at Harbin Music Park.
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LAVA 
Galápagos Islands. Reports said a cloud of gas and ash rose as high as 
3,800 metres (12467.19ft) above sea level. The volcano is home to a critically 
endangered lizard, the pink iguana.
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GALÁPAGOS ISLANDS, 
ECUADOR
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NEW YEAR SALE!

 

MICHAEL GOVE
THE Secretary of State for Levelling 
Up was due to be interviewed 
on the radio in the BBC’s 
Broadcasting House in London, but 
got stuck in a lift for more than half 
an hour! He was eventually freed 
and carried out the interview, 
saying it was “very good advice” 
to take the healthy option and use 
the stairs instead.

MOON LANDERS
DATA from the Chinese moon 
lander Chang’E-5 has provided 

of water on the moon. All other 
evidence of water there has 
come from satellites or from rock 
samples brought back to Earth to 
be studied.

 

EDITOR’S  
COMMENT
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GOODGOOD
WEEKWEEK

BADBAD
WEEKWEEK

A new report in medical journal Thorax looked at data from 
2,090 young people in California and whether they had 
symptoms such as coughing, wheezing and shortness of 
breath. The researchers say that those who were exposed 
to second-hand smoke from e-cigarettes were 53% more likely to report being 
short of breath, and 40% more likely to report symptoms of bronchitis, an 
infection of the lungs. They also found that parents were more likely to allow 
people to use e-cigarettes in the house, even if they didn’t allow someone to 
smoke normal cigarettes. 
The dangers of second-hand smoke from normal cigarettes has been known 
about for decades, but the health risks from electronic cigarettes are less clear, 
due to a lack of long-term studies. Scientists are divided over just how harmful 
e-cigarettes are, but they are used often by people who are trying to give up 
smoking. Critics say that tobacco companies deliberately target e-cigarettes 
at young people, to get them hooked on nicotine from a young age. 

FOOTIE-MAD 
FUNDRAISERS

SMOKE WORRIES

Djokovic’s visa (paperwork that allows 
you to enter a country) wasn’t valid, 
and wouldn’t let him in. The Serbian 
star was then held in detention, so the 
Serbian government claimed that he 
had been “lured to travel to Australia 
in order to be humiliated”.    
Djokovic was released by a judge 
earlier this week and allowed to train, 
but the Australian government was 
threatening to reverse the decision.
The world No 1 is in Australia to play 
in the Australian Open, but it caused 

a huge fuss when it was revealed 
that he had been given a “medical 
exemption”. That means tournament 

has a medical reason for not being 
vaccinated against COVID-19, even 
though players and staff at the event 
are expected to have had their jabs.
Djokovic said he tested positive for 
COVID on 16 December, but there are 
pictures of him maskless at an indoor 
event with kids the following day. His 
family refused to answer questions 
about why he attended that event.

We’ve mentioned Freddie Xavi’s previous 
fundraising efforts in aid of his friend Hughie 
Higginson, who has cancer. However, this time 
the pair are taking on the challenge together. 
They started on Boxing Day, with a jog round 

Burnley’s pitch live on the BBC. 
In total, they plan to run 100km (62 miles), so will 
add a few other top stadiums to their list, as the 
distance round the 92 pitches is a bit less than 
100km. Good luck, lads!

y g g

TENNIS GOES TENNIS GOES 
TO COURTTO COURT

££ £££
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Researchers from the University of Exeter compared the number of COVID-19 deaths worldwide with 
the number of people in each country who agreed with the statement: “most people can be trusted.”
Countries where lots of people agreed, such as China and Finland, saw fewer deaths caused by 
COVID-19. 
It was also found that more trusting nations usually saw a faster fall in infections and deaths.
The researchers said that countries needed at least 40% of people to trust one another to see  
a reduction in cases and deaths. Levels of trust in the UK are at exactly 40%.
Professor Tim Lenton, who ran the study, said: “Building trust within communities should be a long-
term project for all nations because this will help them cope with future pandemics and other 
challenges such as extreme events caused by climate change.”

THIS fossilised skeleton of an ichthyosaur – also known as a sea 
dragon – is the largest ever discovered in the UK.
The 10m-long (33ft) ichthyosaur 
fossil is estimated to be 180 million 
years old and is the largest and 
most complete of its kind ever 
found in the UK. When it was alive, 
it would have been bigger than a 
double decker bus or a killer whale!
The discovery has been called 

palaeontological [to do with the 
study of fossils] history”. 
It was found during work at 
Rutland Water Nature Reserve by 
conservation team head Joe Davis, 
while draining the reserve’s lagoon 
in February 2021. 
He noticed something curved 
poking out of the mud and called 
the council, jokingly saying that 
he’d found a dinosaur. Over the last 

year, a team of experts have been 
carefully uncovering the ancient 
sea lizard.
Mr Davis said: “It’s all been 
remarkable and a bizarre turn of 
events. It’s just amazing… my kids 
have now named me Joe-rassic!”
Ichthyosaurs had warm blood and 
breathed air, like dolphins. They 
died out before the dinosaurs, 
around 90 million years ago.
And just to clear it up, an 
ichthyosaur isn’t a dinosaur (which 
lived and walked on land); they 
were marine reptiles that lived  
and swam in the sea.

You can see the huge fossil in 
 Digging 

for Britain series on the iPlayer now.

NEW research has found that the number of COVID deaths is lower in countries where 
people trust each other more.

MORE TRUSTING SOCIETIES 
HAVE FEWER COVID DEATHS
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ONE of Italy’s most wanted criminals has 
been caught after being on the run for 
20 years, thanks to Google Street View.
Gioacchino 
Gammino  

escaped from 
prison in Rome in 

2002, before being 
sentenced to life for murder. He 

Manuel and opened up a grocery 
shop. In December 2021 detectives 

photo that showed him standing 
outside his shop, and arrested him.

WOW!WOW!
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‘SEA DRAGON’ ‘SEA DRAGON’ 
UNCOVEREDUNCOVERED
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Ichthyosaurs roamed the sea millions of years ago

The 150,000 hearts painted on the wall 
outside St Thomas’ Hospital in London 

remember each life lost to COVID in the UK

Gammino outside his shop

Joe and his discovery!
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SCIENTISTS at the Royal Botanical Gardens – better known as 
Kew Gardens – have ranked their favourite new plants and 
fungi discovered in 2021.
Topping this year’s list was Nicotiana insecticida, a killer insect-

tobacco plant to be found with such a deadly ability.
Following that was Fusarium chuoi, a microscopic species of 
fungi hidden within a wild banana plant seed being kept at Kew’s 
Millennium Seed Bank. The seed bank is supposed to be a safe house 

inside one.
For more than 150 years, Kew scientists have studied unknown 
species from around the globe, uncovering what makes them 
special and deciding on what name should be used.
This year was no different, with around 205 plants and fungi from 
Africa, Asia, the Americas and the UK uncovered and named.
We’ve included a few of our favourites from the list here, but to check 
them all out, head to .

  MARTIN LUTHER  
KING DAY 
17 JANUARY

A holiday in the US, marking the 
birthday of famous civil rights leader 

Martin Luther King Jr. 

  WINNIE-THE-POOH DAY 18 JANUARY

birthday of his creator, author AA Milne.

DIARYDIARY
DATESDATES

KEW’S TOP NEW PLANTS OF 2021

SNIFF YOUR MILK!

A HUGE crater in the central Asian country of 
Turkmenistan, thought to have been burning for 
50 years, may soon be put out.

60-metre-wide (190ft) crater is the site of a gas drill that 
collapsed in 1971. After the collapse, the 20m (70ft) deep 

The president of Turkmenistan, Gurbanguly 
 

crater, nicknamed the ‘Gates of Hell’, to be put out. 
He said that the country is “losing valuable natural 

use them for improving the wellbeing of our people”.
It’s quite a change in tone from the Turkmen president, 
who in 2019 was seen speeding around the crater in  
a rally car to disprove rumours of his death.

…tonnes of the food that goes to waste each year could 
still be eaten safely. That’s enough for 1.3 billion meals.
England International footballer Marcus Rashford has 
been an ambassador of FareShare since March 2020, 
helping to raise awareness of child hunger in the UK.
The charity believes that no good food should go to 
waste, especially when people are going hungry. 

struggling to know where their next meal might be coming from today.”
Find out about the footballer’s campaign at endchildfoodpoverty.org.

continued from front page

Marcus Rashford in 
action for England

Didymoplexis 
stella-silvae
A ‘ghost’ orchid 
that grows in 
almost complete 
darkness.

Philibertia woodii
A Bolivian 
periwinkle with 
edible fruits 
and potential 
medicinal value.

Ardisia 
pyrotechnica
An exploding 

threatened 
by palm oil 
plantations.

Pseudohydrosme 
ebo
An extremely 
rare, weird and 
wonderful pink 
voodoo lily.
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CLOSING THE 
‘GATES OF HELL’
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 Rare bird found
A rare brown booby has been 
rescued from Hove beach, after 
being spotted by a passer-by. The 
birds are usually found around 
the Mediterranean, the African 
coast and Mexico, which makes 
this discovery very unusual. 
Volunteer rescuers took the bird 
to the East Sussex Wildlife Rescue 
and Ambulance Service hospital 
for care. He was found to be very 
underweight at 760g, so the team 
are now working hard to feed him 
back up. The hope is that when he 
is healthy enough, the little guy will 
be taken to another rehab centre 

where he can be released back into 
the wild.  

SUSSEX

 Lion sculptures  
to go on tour
An exhibition of life-sized lion 
sculptures is touring the UK this year, 
starting off in London. Born Free 
Forever features 25 bronze lions, 
each with a personal story to tell. 
The centrepiece is Elsa the lioness, 
who is famous for being brought up 
by a game warden when she was 
orphaned and then successfully 
retrained to live in the wild. The 
exhibition, which will visit major 
cities across the UK, aims to raise 
awareness and funds for the lion 
conservation work carried out by  
the Born Free charity. It will also  
mark the 100th birthday of the 
charity’s co-founder, Bill Travers.

UK

 Scottish island 
voted top
A tiny Scottish island has been voted the 
UK’s top tourist ‘hidden gem’. The island 
of Iona in the Inner Hebrides is just 2.4km 
(1.5 miles) wide, but has lots of history 
and pretty beaches. The beauty spot is 
joined in the top three hidden gems by 
the Fairy Pools on the Isle of Skye and 
Lundy Island in Devon. The survey, run by 
Sykes Holiday Cottages, also found that 
almost half of British people are planning 
a staycation (a holiday in the UK) this 
year, with the average person planning 
to book at least three trips! Have you got 
any holidays planned? 

 Army sent in to help hospitals
Two hundred members of the Armed Forces have 
gone into NHS hospitals in London to help with staff 
shortages. Thousands of workers are off sick or self-
isolating because of COVID-19, causing big pressures 
for the hospitals. A total of 40 army medics will help 
doctors and nurses, while the other 160 troops will run 
stores and carry out other jobs. Military volunteers 
are also assisting the ambulance services. The 
Government has thanked the military for stepping  
up, but is urging people to get their COVID jabs. 

IONA

 Unexpected house guest
A family moved into their new home only to discover 
they had a feline friend hidden in the kitchen! 
The little black cat was found tucked away in a 
cupboard as the family started to unpack, so they 
decided to ring the RSPCA for help. Inspector Amy 
Pellegrini said the kitty was in good health, adding: 
“I named her Mistletoe because she was found 
just before Christmas.” Unfortunately Mistletoe isn’t 
chipped, so the RSPCA isn’t sure where she came 
from. It’s hoped she’ll be rehomed soon. 

NORWICH

 Memorial opens  
to the public 
A memorial to remember the victims of the 
Manchester Arena terrorist attack has been 
opened. The attack took place at an Ariana 
Grande concert in May 2017, killing 22 people. 
The Glade of Light memorial features a halo 
with the names of those who died, alongside 
memory capsules made by their families. In 
the middle is a tree surrounded by plants, 
which is designed to bloom each year around 
the anniversary of the attack. Manchester City 
Council leader Bev Craig said: “We hope the 
memorial site will be a place of peace and 
comfort, standing as a reminder that love is 
stronger than hate.” 
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A map of the 
schools that 
took part in the 
Great British 
Water Project
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WHAT’S 
IN OUR 
WATER?
WHEN we have a glass of water, do we really know what we’re 
drinking? There are all sorts of minerals in our water but… is 
that it? FYI, the news show for young people, went along to 
investigate as part of the Great British Water Project.

Join in the discussion and set 
up an FYI News Club in your school! 

Ask your teacher to go to 
  

more about the FYI News Clubs.

 
FYI at 
or by scanning this QR code. 

Plus, there are tie-in classroom 
materials for teachers.

Testing… testing!

A St Pierre pupil taking 
part in the project

The Great British Water Project was supposed to  
be a straightforward national project for schools, 
to bring out the scientist in us all. But it started to 
produce some worrying and unexpected results. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Surprise results!
The weekly Sky TV news show, FYI, in partnership with 
First News, went along to St Pierre School in Essex, just 

out more.
The Don Hanson Charitable Foundation provided test 

rain, ponds and tap water. 
It was a surprise when students at 14 schools found 
that their drinking water contained levels of lead at 

than recommended! 
Even small amounts of the metal in our water can 
be unhealthy. Lead pipes have been banned for 
decades and many schools have had their pipes 
replaced – but it’s believed around eight million  
old buildings in the UK still have lead pipes.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

a partner in the project, has provided free water 

water. These can remove nearly all the lead before 
it gets into your glass. But, eventually, the schools 
may need to replace their pipes. So, what about St 
Pierre School? Thankfully, St Pierre’s tests showed a 
negative result, meaning its water was safe.
Andrew Fox, chairman of trustees for the Don Hanson 
Charitable Foundation, which ran the project, said: 
“We really didn’t expect there to be any safety issues 
at all, so this has really taken us by surprise.”

educational materials on a different topic each year 
to 20,000 schools. The water project was a last-
minute addition to this year’s boxes, with more than 
600 schools getting materials for children to test 
things such as the acidity of rainwater, the taste  
of their drinking water and to survey local ponds.

The charity carried out its own tests on samples 

samples have lead above 50 micrograms per litre, 
with several more showing signs of raised levels.
A Government spokesperson said: “The UK has very 

pipes has long been banned, many older properties 
may have lead pipework, which will inevitably lead to 
contamination [pollution].
“If a school becomes aware they have lead pipework 
or have a test which has failed for lead, they should 
contact their local water company, who will be 

 
by the owner of the building.”
In some parts of the UK, water companies have 
removed lead piping from schools. In 2019, 
Thames Water replaced pipework in about 450 
primary schools in London that were built before  
lead piping was banned.
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 Digging himself into a hole
Canadian politician Jon Reyes received widespread 
ridicule online, after tweeting an image of his wife 
shovelling snow, alongside the comment: “Even 
after a 12-hour night shift at the hospital last night, 
my wife still has the energy to shovel the driveway. 
God bless her and all our frontliners. Time to make 
her some breakfast.” Lots of people responded by 
suggesting that Mr Reyes should be shovelling the 
snow, instead of taking a picture of his wife – with 
many more making memes about the tweet. Mr 
Reyes’s wife, Cynthia B Reyes, ended up tweeting  

CANADA

 Big money badger
A hungry badger may 
be to thank for the 
discovery of a treasure 
trove of Roman coins, 
buried in a Spanish 
cave. Researchers 
uncovered the cave’s 
coins in the Spanish 
region of Grado – right 
next to the den of a 
badger. Their theory 
is that the badger 
began prodding at the 
small crack near its den in the search for worms 
and berries, after snowfall made it harder for the 

found 209 Roman coins, dating from between 200 
and 400AD. The researchers hope to return to the 
area for further excavations.

 Working on a Friday

swapped its weekend to Saturday and Sunday. 
Most countries in the region have Friday and 

the country has a four-and-a-half-day working 
week. UAE citizens took to social media to complain 
about the change, stating that it “felt weird to work 
on a Friday”. The UAE government said that the 
change will help to “boost productivity” and  
make it easier to work with other countries.

UNITED ARAB 
EMIRATES

SPAIN

KAZAKHSTAN

 Stopping monitoring the Cerrado
The Brazilian government will no longer be 
monitoring the amount of deforestation taking place 
in the Cerrado, because the country’s space agency 

money. The Cerrado is the world’s most species-
rich savanna (open grassland), and neighbours 

upside-down forest because its plants have huge 

said that deforestation in the Cerrado had last year 
risen to its highest level since 2015.
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 Deaths after protests
More than 160 people have died and hundreds 

across Kazakhstan. Kazakh president Kassym-
Jomart Tokayev said that he gave 

permission to the police and military 
to kill protesters. After protests 

began, the Kazakh president 
requested help from Russia 

to “stabilise” the country, so 
Russia sent paratroopers. 
The protests began after 
the government removed 
a cap (upper limit) on fuel 
prices, which caused them 
to double. The government 
has now reintroduced the 
fuel price cap for another 
six months. 
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Eric Adams said that the blaze 
was “going to be one of the 

witnessed during modern 

faulty electric heater. About 

the blaze. Mayor Adams said: 
“To everyone affected by this 
tragedy: your city will be with 
you in the days ahead.”
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THE James Webb Space Telescope took a giant step forward last week after 
engineers completed its unfolding.

DYING STAR’S FINAL 
MOMENTS CAPTURED

“TIME “TIME 
MACHINE”MACHINE”  
IN SPACE!IN SPACE!

BORN on 20 January 1758, Marie-Anne Lavoisier 
played a leading role in the foundations of 

modern chemistry. 
Marie-Anne Paulze married a chemist, Antoine Lavoisier, 

when she was just 13. She became interested in his chemistry 
experiments and collaborated with him, observing and recording 
notes. She edited her husband’s writings and translated reports 
from other scientists to update him on 
their developments. She even produced 
the illustrations for his key work, Traité 
Élémentaire de Chimie.
But sadly, tragedy struck. Like many 
aristocrats, Antoine was guillotined during 
the French Revolution. Marie-Anne continued 
to promote the oxygen theory of combustion 
(oxidation) after his death. It would eventually 
form the basis of modern chemistry.

This report is from the Science Museum in London

An artist’s impression of the 
James Webb Space Telescope

moments of a dying star for the 

Using two super powerful telescopes 
on the US island of Hawaii, scientists 
observed a red supergiant star in the 
last 130 days of its life. 
After a quick self-destruction, the star, 
which was ten times bigger than our sun, 
collapsed into a Type II supernova (the 
powerful and bright explosion of a star). 
Wynn Jacobson-Galán, one of the lead 
researchers, said: “This is a breakthrough 
in our understanding of what massive 
stars do moments before they die”.

largest and most powerful space telescope ever built, 
which was launched from French Guiana on Christmas Day. 
The unfolding refers to a huge, 6.5m-wide mirror, which 
is made up of 18 gold-coated segments. This mirror will 
collect light from our own solar system as well as the 
deepest depths of the universe. The mirror had been folded 
up until last Saturday, when its assembly was completed. 
But the data and pictures won’t be beaming to Earth for 
a while yet: the telescope still has to travel more than 
640,000km (397,700 miles) to reach its destination. At 

instruments to be carefully set and adjusted, ready for use. 
The James Webb Space Telescope is one of the most 
important pieces of science equipment ever developed. 
It is an international partnership between NASA, the ESA 
(European Space Agency) and the Canadian Space 
Agency. The telescope will study every phase of space 
history to help us understand the origins of the universe  
and Earth’s place in it.
It will analyse a part of space and time that has never been 
studied before. It will do that by capturing infrared light 

in our universe, over 13.5 
billion years ago. That’s 
why scientists are calling 
the telescope a “time 
machine” – it will be 
gathering data from an 
ancient time right after 
the Big Bang, when the 

But Webb will also study objects closer by. It will look at 
planets and other bodies in our own solar system to work 
out more about their origins and history. It will also play 
a major part in the hunt for exoplanets – the planets that 
exist outside of our solar system. Some of those will be in 
their stars’ habitable zones, which are areas where a planet 
could contain liquid water. And liquid water means there’s  
a good chance of the planet hosting life. So it’s possible 
that, in coming years, this giant telescope could identify 
planets with the right conditions to be home to living things. 
The European Space Agency’s director general, Josef 
Aschbacher, described the launch as “a Christmas gift to 
humanity”. He said: “With this telescope we are enabling 
new science.”

The telescope’s launch

in the UK. But what is this virus 
and should we be worried? 

rapidly among birds.
The UK is in the middle of a major 

called H5N1. It has led to millions of 
birds being culled in an attempt to 
prevent the virus spreading. 
It’s very rare for the virus to spread 
to humans. The World Health 
Organization says there have been 

humans since 1997. 
But now, a 79-year-old man in 

in the UK to catch the virus. He was 
infected by one of the 120 ducks he 
kept at his home. The man has been 
described as “well”, and is isolating. 
All of his contacts have been traced 
and none are infected with H5N1.
For the vast majority of us, there’s 
no cause for alarm at this time. To 
catch H5N1, a person has to have 
very close contact with an infected 
bird or its droppings. You can’t catch 
it from eating meat. Human-to-
human transmission is thought  
to be very, very rare.

BIRD FLU: 
WHAT’S 
GOING ON? 
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STAFF at ZSL London Zoo have been busy counting and measuring 
every mammal, bird, reptile and invertebrate (critters with no 
backbone) at the zoo as part of their annual stock check.
All zoos have to provide an updated animal count every year as part of their 
zoo licence. The data is shared with an international database, which helps 
zoos around the world keep track of what animals are where, and can help  

 
 

CREATURE 
COUNT

THE new Bristol Zoo will be home 
to some of the world’s most 
threatened species when it opens 
in 2024.
The new zoo will open at the Wild Place 
Project site in Bristol, and will focus on 
sustainability and conservation. More 
than 78% of the species at the new 
zoo will be linked to conservation work 
that the zoo is involved with around 

species that they normally share space 
with in the wild. 

A DOLPHIN and a sea turtle rescued by 
SeaWorld have found a safe place to live 
after vets discovered they had serious 
health issues. 

very poor health. After months of care from 
SeaWorld vets, health issues were discovered 
in both animals that meant they wouldn’t 
be able to survive in the wild. The duo have 
been moved to a permanent new home at 
Clearwater Marine Aquarium, Florida, where 
they will be cared for. 

ZOO-RIFFICZOO-RIFFIC  
NEWSNEWS

THERE’S still time to sign up for the annual RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch or get your 
class involved in the Big Schools’ Birdwatch!
Every year the RSPB calls on the public to help count the number of birds they spot in their 

 
21 February to take part in your bird count and submit your results online. 

 
at www.rspb.org.uk.

WATCH BIRDS WATCH BIRDS 
TO HELP BIRDSTO HELP BIRDS
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See www.narf.org.uk for more information about allergies

AT least one child in every classroom will have a food allergy, most commonly 
to eggs, milk and peanuts. This is not a choice or a dislike of food, but a 
severe, unpredictable and potentially life-threatening disease, which can 
have a devastating impact. Yet research shows that one in three children 
with food allergies has been bullied because of their condition. 

 Between two and three million people in 
the UK have a diagnosed food allergy.

 The most common food allergens are 
cow’s milk and peanuts.

 Symptoms of an allergic reaction include itching 
inside the mouth, ears and throat, an itchy rash, swelling of 

 Hospital admissions for severe allergic reactions 
(known as anaphylaxis) to food increased three-fold 
between 1998 and 2018.

 20% of anaphylactic reactions in schools are in children with 
no prior history of food allergy.

Natasha with her brother Alex, 
mum Tanya and dad Nadim

Natasha Ednan-Laperouse, 
who died after having a 

severe allergic reaction to 
sesame in a sandwich 

The study by US researchers 
looked at 121 children aged 9-15 
with a diagnosed food allergy to 
peanuts, tree nuts, cow’s milk, egg, 

When asked if they had ever been 
bullied, teased or harassed about 
their food allergy, 31% said they 
had been the subject of these 

from name-calling to waving food 
to which they were allergic in their 
face or intentionally putting it in 

parents were made fun of because 

THE SITUATION IN SCHOOLS
The researchers, writing in the Journal of Pediatric Psychology, say the results show the 

By law, schools have a duty to support children with medical conditions, including food 

Tanya Ednan-Laperouse is all too familiar with the problem of bullying of children with food 

school some of her classmates refused to believe her allergies were serious and would 

heard so many terrible stories through the charity of children’s health and wellbeing being 

HOW YOU CAN HELP
t’s important to support people in your school with food allergies so 
they feel safe and accepted:

 
Food allergies are not a choice and we must accept 

SKY’S STORY
Just weeks after starting 
secondary school, Sky was 
bullied for having a food allergy. 
The 11-year-old from Dorset has 
diagnosed allergies to dairy, 
eggs, soya and nuts. Yet two boys 
in her year thought it would be 
funny to shove cheese biscuits in 
her face. Weeks later, it happened 
again; this time cheese strings 
were shoved in her face. The 
school took swift action to 
discipline the bullies but her mum 
Carly says more needs to be done 

there is nothing in the national curriculum about food allergies,” 
she says. “We need better education in schools to ensure all 
pupils and teachers know how serious food allergies can be.    
No child with a serious illness should be treated this way.”

ALLERGIES 
AND 
BULLYING

DIDDID
YOUYOU

KNOWKNOW
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JUNIOR Bake Off
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I came back in at episode four and got the most amazing 
welcome – and the kids were buzzing to see me, which was great. 
It was like going back to my Junior Bake Off family. There was 
equally a great atmosphere on the last day. It’s always a tense one, 
as the bakers are super-charged but nervous at the same time, but  
it was as normal as it could be in these strange times.

 
I have never even heard of – some were mind-blowing. The pairings of 

learned from that.

They just get better each series. Every year there are stand-outs, and 
this year there are some very, very good bakers.

When I talk to the bakers it’s very obvious they are there to have  
a good time and they are there to bake, and that’s what I love.  

Each episode is a different discipline, and Rav and I alternate the 

challenges for the technical challenge, as you see everyone pushing 
the boundaries on social media, and following trends. These bakers 
are very social media savvy, so they know what the ‘in thing’ is.

There are some amazing challenges this year, and my personal 

favourite show-stopper was the Favourite Takeaway Pie challenge –  
it was truly wicked. And the bakers produced some highly decorative 

There are always tears on Junior Bake Off but they don’t last for long 
as the contestants can be quickly distracted and cheered up. Even 
if there are disasters we get round it. A bake might look a bit of a 
mess but the baker can be very amusing and there are some funny 
moments on camera.

I think they do connect with me because of my age and some of them 
even watch the same TV shows that I do, even though I am 24 now! 
There is a crossover and that makes me relatable to them. 

 

You kind of say to every single baker that you have done so well to get 
to this position of being in the tent. I tell them I started baking at 16, and 
at their ages of between 9 and 15 that they are much better than me 
at that stage and that they are incredible. I don’t try to be their buddy 
or patronise them, but keep on their level.

It would have loads of cream on top so it wouldn’t hurt. It could be  
a soft Victoria sponge, but I would be very careful!

There are a couple of things in the pipeline. I still can’t get over the 
fact that my job is eating cakes and judging them, and I have to test 
recipes for my books. Do you know how mad that is? It’s a good life 
and a sweet one. Pretty sick all round. I can’t really complain, can I?

Junior Bake Off 
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The Junior Bake Off bakers

GET YOUR 
BAKE ON!



THIS THIS WEEKWEEK
1 Jurassic World 

 

Jurassic 
World: Dominion  

2 
 

3  
 

 
 

PIC OF 
THE WEEK

Fraggle Rock: Back to the Rock!
Join Gobo, Red, Wembley, Mokey,  
Boober, and lots of other Fraggle friends 
for a series of singing, dancing and maybe 
even a little magic. 
If you’ve never heard of the Fraggles, then 
ask your parents! These madcap muppets 
were created by the famous puppeteer 
Jim Henson in the 1980s. Their original 
show Fraggle Rock
in 1983 and went on to be a worldwide 
success. 
Fraggle Rock: Back to the Rock

THE  

15. ENTERTAINMENT FirstNews    

 Masked Singer
It’s amazing. Every single time I come back I’m like: “Oh, the family!” Me and 
Davina were saying that we just love working together and it’s such a great 
energy. I just love doing this show so much. 

It’s so good but it’s also like you’re really trying to impress them with your 
guesses and you’re relying on their reactions. That could be great but it could 
also not be great! I’ve had an experience where my guess didn’t get a reaction 
and it actually turned out to be that person. There are pros and cons like 
everything, but I actually love having that second opinion from the crowd.

  
I think this series is the hardest because people are catching onto what our 
strong points are. I always listen to the voice, Jonathan and Mo are so strong 
on the comedy side of things, and Davina knows everyone! It’s hard for me now 
because they’re adjusting their accents and their singing voices, which is what  
I always rely on.

I tend to try and remind myself of names and things, just to refresh my brain, 
but there’s no real way of setting yourself up because it could be anybody. It’s 
fun going in blind, actually.

  

Something with loads of hearts on it. I just want hearts everywhere. And red, 
which is my favourite colour. Ooh, maybe a red velvet cake because I love cake.

I really love Fireworks and also… oh, I love them all for different things!

MASKED 
MAYHEM

The Masked Singer 

Jurassic World 





A PAIR

Beluga whales can make a wide range of clicks, 
whistles, chirps and other sounds, which is why the 
species is often called the ‘canary of the sea’.

THETHE

BIGBIG
PICTUREPICTURE



FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT ROCKSTEADY MUSIC 
SCHOOL, VISIT ROCKSTEADYMUSICSCHOOL.COM

TRY something new, have fun and rock out with Rocksteady 
Music School – an in-school music lesson that puts you in  
a band with your classmates!
Playing music in a band has been proven to boost your wellbeing, 

Rocksteady Music School brings instruments and a pro music 

 
 

Rocksteady Music School is already teaching 30,000 kids 

ROCKROCK
      OUT!OUT!

WIN A ROCKSTEADY 
BAND EXPERIENCE!

TURN TO PAGE 22

ROCKSTEADY Advertisement feature

18. BOOKS

White Fox and White Fox in the 
Forest are both magical, thrilling 

 

a giant rabbit) who are going on 

What I love about it is that you 
never know what will happen on 

and are ones that many people 

characters, so I recommend these 

THIS year’s Costa Children’s Book Award 
has been won by Manjeet Mann for her  
book The Crossing, which is about the 
refugee crisis. 
Written in poetry verse, The Crossing tells the 

is a wonder and will enrich all 

Posting on social media, 
 

 
 

WHITE FOX AND WHITE 
FOX IN THE FOREST
CHEN JIATONG

THE CROSSING 
TAKES THE 
COSTA PRIZE

YOUR READS!
FirstNews     Issue 813     14 – 20 January 2022

Reviewed 
by Betsy 

Wright, aged 
nine

Manjeet Mann

WORDWORD
CHECKCHECK

Refugee (noun)

their country to escape war, natural 
disaster, or poor treatment because  

WIN!WIN! A ROYAL  A ROYAL 
MAIL MAIL 2021 2021 
YEARBOOK YEARBOOK 

or see page 25. The closing date is 27 January 2022.
ENTER NOW! MARK YOUR ENTRY YEAR

THE Royal Mail Yearbook brings together all the 
Special Stamp issues from 2021.  

This idea has been subtly woven into the design, which 
 

The Year Book contains every Special Stamp and Miniature 

 

In which year did the 
Penny Black postage 

stamp go on sale?
a) 1790    b) 1820 

c) 1840
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Written and illustrated by Paul Palmer

THE second tallest skyscraper in the 

and is due to open later this year. 
The Merdeka 118, located in 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, is a 
whopping 2,227ft (678.9m)  
tall – that makes it more  
than twice the height of  
the Shard or the Eiffel Tower! 

 
and includes an observation 
deck, a hotel, a restaurant, homes 

 
tall, but it still hasn’t knocked the Burj 
Khalifa in Dubai off the top spot. That 
tower measures an impressive 2,717ft 
(828m) in height.

A WOMAN in China has thrown her pet pooch an epic 

The woman wanted to celebrate her dog Doudou turning ten 
years old by hosting a unique light show over the Xiangjiang River 
in Changsha, Hunan Province.
She hired hundreds of drones to take to the skies to create special 
shapes such as a birthday cake and a present.
Experts believe the drone show is likely to have cost around 
100,000 yuan (£11,000), although it’s thought that the woman 

She chose 520 drones because the number in Mandarin (China’s 
main language) is said to sound like the phrase “I love you.”

BARKINGBARKING MAD  MAD 
BIRTHDAYBIRTHDAY

A GROUP

designed Fish Operated Vehicle (FOV).

were tracked by a camera, computer and light detection technology, which 
enabled the vehicle to move how they wanted. 

at the task. They were even able to work out when the target was moved. 
Shachar Givon from Ben-Gurion University in Beersheba, Israel, where the study 

in an environment unlike the one they evolved in [evolution is how a species 
changes and adapts over many years]. As anyone who has tried to learn how  

The experiment was published in the journal Behavioural Brain Research.

GOLDFISHGOLDFISH  
GO GO DRIVING!DRIVING!

Merdeka 118 tower

TALL 
TOWER!

DIDDID
YOUYOU

KNOWKNOW
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The comic was published in 1962 and tells the story of how 
the Hulk came to be. Created by Stan Lee and Jack Kirby, 
it features the Hulk with grey skin rather than green. Marvel 

decided to change the character’s colour for the second 
issue because grey didn’t look as good on the paper! 

ComicConnect, which managed the sale of the comic, said  

WOW!WOW!
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There are lots of ways you can support Mary’s Meals, including fundraising, donating or taking part in the  
charity’s Move For Meals challenge. Find out more at marysmeals.org.uk/doublethelove/ways-to-get-involved

THE charity Mary’s Meals feeds more than two million hungry children 
all over the world, by offering them a meal in school every single 
day – giving youngsters the energy to learn and the opportunity to 
thrive. The charity wrote this to show how one UK school has been 
supporting it, and spoke to some of the children that it’s helping.

 Mary’s Meals started its school feeding programme in two schools in 
Malawi at the end of 2002, serving around 200 children with daily meals 
while they learned. 

 Mary’s Meals now feeds two million children in 20 countries, including 
Yemen, Malawi, Liberia, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Haiti, Kenya, India, South 
Sudan and many more.

 On average, it costs just £15.90 to feed a child with Mary’s Meals for  
a whole school year.

 Until the end of January, all donations made to Mary’s Meals will be 
doubled, up to £1.6 million, thanks to a group of generous supporters!

THANKS TO A SUPER SCHOOL
In 2020, the pupils and staff at Ridgeway Farm CE Primary School in Swindon 
raised a whopping £4,066 by running 5km to support school-feeding charity 
Mary’s Meals.
The Wiltshire school set themselves a target of £1,000 so were delighted when 
they managed to raise four times their original goal. It costs Mary’s Meals just 
£15.90 to feed a child in school for a whole year, so their efforts have helped the 
charity to feed more than 250 children every school day for a year.
Commenting on the challenge, teacher Danii Smiles said: “Ridgeway Farm 
has always played our part in raising money for a number of charities, but we 

vision, and Mary’s Meals did just that!”
Zara, head girl at the school, said: “We decided to do the 5K run so that we could 
raise funds to give to Mary’s Meals. We persevered with the run because we 
knew we were making a difference.”
“By completing the run we have helped over 250 children!”
After the success of their fundraising efforts last year, the school is planning to 
do more to support Mary’s Meals in 2022.

Mary, ten, and her younger 
brother Joseph lost their 
mother from suspected breast 
cancer three years ago and 
their father died a year ago. 
They now live with their 
grandmother, who isn’t very 
well, which means that Mary 
is responsible for looking after 
the little family. As well as doing 
most of the chores around the 
house, the shy ten-year-old 
tries to earn money to buy 
groceries by cleaning and washing clothes for people in her community. 
But Mary is determined that she and her seven-year-old brother Joseph get 
an education, so last year she persuaded her grandmother to enrol them in 
Magazine Primary School in Chipata, Zambia. The daily bowl of porridge the 
siblings receive from Mary’s Meals in school each day is a lifeline – on some 
days it’s the only food they eat.
Mary says: “After my parents died, I wanted to go to school to be with my friends 
and to learn. I was very happy to start school. The best thing about school is 
being able to learn. My favourite subjects are maths and English.”
“I want to be a nurse when I’m older. I want to build a house for my grandmother 
and to have enough food for my brother and me.” 

LIFE AT PRIMARY SCHOOL IN ZAMBIA
Zambia is a landlocked (has no coast) country in southern Africa that 
suffers from high rates of malnutrition, poverty and food insecurity, 
with many children out of school. Mary’s Meals feeds more than 
300,000 children in Zambia with a daily meal of vitamin-enriched 
porridge. This is Mary’s story.

GET TO KNOW MARY’S MEALS

HELPING 
HUNGRY 
SCHOOL 
CHILDREN

Pupils from Ridgeway Farm CE Primary School in 
Swindon raised £4,066 for Mary’s Meals by running 5km

The daily serving 
of porridge is a 
lifeline for Mary 
and her family



SPACE 
WATCH

WE WANT TO 
HEAR WHAT 
YOU/YOUR 
SCHOOL 
IS UP TO
Write in to let us know what 
you’ve been up to! Have you 
been getting creative? Been 
for a great day out? Raised 
money for charity? Whatever 
it is, we love hearing about 
your adventures, so why not 
share your experiences with 
First News readers?
Email your report (and any 
pictures you want to share) to 

. 
Don’t forget to include your 
name and age (and your 
school’s name and address 
for school news reports). By 
writing in, you give consent 
to First News printing details 
and photographs of those 
involved in the report.

On Wednesday, our usual afternoon lessons were 

for children less fortunate than ourselves. 
Representatives from both Shooting Star Chase and 
The Children’s Trust visited the school earlier in the 
term to talk to us about the charities and the impact 
our gifts could have on children under their care. 
We chose an age range to buy for and did research 
to discover what gifts would be age and sensory 
appropriate. We then spent the afternoon with 

shoeboxes and wrapping them with recyclable paper.
We then delivered the shoeboxes to the two charities 
so that they could pass them on. 
We hope everyone who received a shoebox 
enjoyed it.
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TOWARDS 

AT  

I’ve been growing my hair since  

now). A long time ago, I used to have 
my hair very short but it was only in 
lockdown when I made the decision  
to actually start growing it. 
When it was cut, just before Christmas, 

30cm was taken off! I decided to cut 
my hair because I didn’t really have 
anything else to do with it. 
I had my hair put into four different 
sections, and tied up with hair  
bands so that it can easily be sent  
in the post.

I was especially excited at the 

through the night sky and 
wanted to say hello… literally!
As we waited, we were lucky 
enough to see a shooting star, 
and just after that, we saw the 
International Space Station pass 
over our home in Aylesford.
I was extremely excited, waving 
frantically and shouting “HELLO” 
at the top of my voice. My mum 
explained that, unfortunately, the 
astronauts were very far away 
and wouldn’t be able to hear us, 
but she promised me that we’d 
say “hello” to another astronaut, 
Tim Peake, via Facebook.
We sent Tim this picture of me 
waving at the International 
Space Station, and to our 
surprise, he replied, which  
made my night!
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SONY has given us a few more details about the 
second version of its virtual reality headset that will 
work with the PlayStation 5.
Sony has said that the PSVR2 is ‘next-gen’, so will only 
work with the PlayStation 5 (PS5). It will have higher-
quality screens so games will have much more detail, 
and be connected to the console by a single wire, an 

It will have special new controllers, too. These new 
Sense controllers will feature the same clever vibration 
technology as the PS5 controller.
Sony claims this vibration technology won’t be limited to 
just the controllers and will work in the headset itself. Yes, 
that means the PSVR2 will vibrate on your head!
Other features included in the new VR2 system include 3D 
audio, which Sony promises will “make your surroundings 
come alive”, and eye-tracking, where a simple look in  

There’s no 
information 
yet on what 
PSVR2 will cost 
or when it’ll be 
released, but 

to let you know 
when we hear!

A JAPANESE gaming specialist has 
said that Nintendo is working on  
a new version of Mario Kart.
In an interview with gaming site 
gamesindustry.biz, games consultant  
Dr Serkan Toto said that “Mario Kart 9 is in 
active development” and that the game 
will feature a “new twist”.
Fans of Mario Kart will be very excited to 
hear the news, as Mario Kart 8 Deluxe, the 
most recent entry into the long-running 
series, was released back in 2017. 
Despite its age, the game is still hugely 
popular. Last year it overtook Mario Kart 
Wii to become the biggest-selling version 
of the game in the series, selling almost 
39m copies.
Fans of the series have been trying to 
imagine what the “new twist” might be 
and sharing their ideas online.
Would you like to play a new version 
of Mario Kart? What would you like to 
see in it?
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or see page 25. The closing date is 27 January 2022.
ENTER NOW! MARK YOUR ENTRY BAND

For more information 
about Rocksteady 
Music School, visit 

rocksteadymusicschool.com

This Is Me by Keala Settle 

a) Frozen    b) The Greatest Showman 
c) Mary Poppins Returns

WANT 
Rocksteady Music School delivers 
band lessons to almost 30,000 
children in UK primary schools for 4 
to 11-year-olds during school time. 
You can learn the electric guitar, bass, 
drums, vocals or keyboards, and work 
as a band to learn a song each term, 
which is then performed in concert at 
your school. No experience is necessary, 
and they bring the instruments to you. Rocksteady is focused on 

One lucky winner will win a band experience for your school. 
Rocksteady will come to your school and give you the full rock 
band experience, teaching you to play your favourite songs across 
guitar, bass, drums, vocals and keyboards. Four runners-up will 
each win a Rocksteady Music School swag bag which includes  
a Rocksteady hoodie, T-shirt, beanie and Rocksteady guitar pick.
To be in with a chance of winning, just answer this question:

WIN!WIN!  A BAND A BAND 
EXPERIENCE FOR EXPERIENCE FOR 
YOUR SCHOOLYOUR SCHOOL

m

THE WEEK INTHE WEEK IN GAMING GAMING

PSVR 2 
REVEALED

1 A song from the indie game 
Undertale was played for 

Pope Francis this week. During 
a break halfway through the 
Pope’s weekly General Audience 
address, a circus performed a 
routine to the song Megalovania 
from the game. The routine didn’t 
reference the game that the 
music is from, but did include a 
unicyclist, gymnasts and a clown 
playing the saw! 

3 In the latest advert for the 
Nintendo Switch, Christina 

Aguilera is already playing 
Pokémon Legends: Arceus! She’s 
the latest star to be featured 
playing on a Nintendo console. 
Previously, Beyoncé and Captain 
Marvel star Brie Larson have 
appeared in the company’s ads.

MARIO KART 9MARIO KART 9
IN THE WORKSIN THE WORKS
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2 This year’s big E3 Gaming 
Exhibition will be held online, 

Entertainment Software Association, 
which hosts the big event, said that 
the June event had been cancelled 
because of potential COVID-19 risks. 
Meanwhile, a different showcase 
called Summer Game Fest has been 
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CALENDAR 
CHALLENGE

HAPPY New Year everyone! To celebrate the arrival of 2022, we’ve compiled a calendar 
of exciting activities for you to cut out and tick off as the year rockets by. Have fun! 

HAPPY N
of exci
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JANUARY
Get your apron on and head 
into the kitchen to whip up  

a tasty vegan meal for Veganuary.
Start a diary/journal for 2022. 
Why not create a list of all the 

things you hope to achieve?

FEBRUARY
It’s Valentine’s month! Spread some 
kindness in your community by doing 

a good deed for a neighbour or friend.
Declutter your room - have a clear 
out and donate your old clothes and 

toys to charity. 

MARCH
 

family to celebrate Pancake Day on 1 March.
 

for World Book Day on 3 March. 

box, then make something tasty with your homegrown veg!
Explore the outdoors and sleep under the stars on a camping 
adventure with your friends or family.

APRIL
Get ready to play a fun trick on  
someone for April Fools’ Day on 1 April. 

Can you successfully fool them?
Gather your friends and take part in an 
egg-citing Easter egg hunt. You could 

host one at home or in your local park.

MAY
Create a joke book to share with everyone for 
World Laughter Day on 1 May. Laughing out loud 

is good for the soul, don’t you know! 
Fight your fears and try something  

JUNE
Help combat climate change 
and go plastic-free for World 

Environment Day on 5 June.
Have your moment in the spotlight 
with a family karaoke competition 

for Make Music Day on 21 June.

JULY
Get your trainers on and warm up to 
learn a new sport for the beginning of 

the Commonwealth Games on 28 July.
Soak up the sun this summer and go 
to the beach with your family and friends. 
Treat yourself and celebrate 
World Chocolate Day on 7 July.

AUGUST
Make a splash in the summer holidays  
and enjoy some swimming. 
Snap! Use your camera to document your day 
in pictures for World Photo Day on 19 August. 
Channel your inner Einstein and try a 
science experiment at home. Check out 

 www.sciencefun.org for some cool ideas!

DECEMBER
Christmas is a time for giving,  
so why not design and make a 

thoughtful gift for someone you love? 
Get into the Christmas spirit with 
a festive family movie night!

NOVEMBER
Celebrate Guy Fawkes Night with  
a bang on 5 November, by checking 

Remember those who have fought in 
wars by drawing poppies for 

Remembrance Day on 11 November.

OCTOBER
Ready for a night of fright? Dress up as 
something spooky for Halloween on 31 October.
Grab a litter pick and help to clean up  
your local area.
Stand up for what you believe in. Sign or even 
start a petition for a cause you’re interested in.

SEPTEMBER
Discover a new author or become engrossed in  
a new book for World Literacy Day on 8 September. 
Dictionaries out! Craft your own cryptic crossword 
for your family to complete. 
Discover the joy of learning something new. Why 
not teach yourself how to knit like Tom Daley?
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CAN you complete our crossword puzzle using the clues below?

WORD
LADDER

SEE if you can get from the 
top of the ladder to the 

bottom by changing one 
letter at a time to make 

a new word.

GOLD

MAZE

CROSSWORD

8 4 7 2 3 5
6 4 1 8

6 8 2 1 3
2 3 6 9 5
5 9 4 6 7

5 9 3 2
9 2 6 4 5 3

SUDOKU SUDOKU 

WORD WHEEL

SE
E h

ow
 m

any words of three or more letters you can make, using the m
iddle

le
tte

r i
n each one. And can you  nd the word that uses all the letters?

ACROSS 
1 Someone who writes 
music (8) 
6 Temporary outdoor 
shelters (5) 
7 
(abbreviation) (3,2)
9 Broad (4) 
10 Shelter for a dog (6)
12 Feel angry about (6)

14 A male deer (4)
17 Root vegetable; 

someone from 
Stockholm (5) 

18 Remove from school (5) 
19 Soft part of a bed (8) 

DOWN 
2 Possessed (5)
3 The opposite of future (4)
4 Female sibling (6)
5 Rule over a country (5)
6 In the direction of (7)
8 Against the law (7)
11 Place inside (6)
13 What water becomes 
when it boils (5) 
15 Sorts; kinds (5)
16 Pick up sound 
with the ears (4)
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COMPETITIONS: You can enter First News  
First News

First News  
First News  
First News

in transit. First News
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LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS:
Spot the difference: badge on shirt removed,  
clock added to wall, extra hair clip has been added, 
tin is a different colour, spoon added to table.  
Word Wheel: abandoned. Word Ladder: bird, bind, 
kind, king, sing, song. What on Earth?: 
tortoise, gerbil, cat, budgie.
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9 3 6 7 2 5 1 8 4
4 5 7 8 3 1 2 9 6
2 8 1 6 9 4 7 3 5
6 7 3 5 4 9 8 2 1
5 4 2 1 8 3 9 6 7
8 1 9 2 6 7 4 5 3
1 9 8 4 5 6 3 7 2
3 6 4 9 7 2 5 1 8
7 2 5 3 1 8 6 4 9
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  Tennis
  Golf
  Hockey
  Boxing

  Football
  Basketball
  Rugby
  Cricket

  Badminton
  Fishing
  Judo
  Gymnastics

 
WORDSEARCH WHAT ON EARTH?

ALL  

A B

C D

E F
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CAN Hotel Transylvania 4: Transformania
Hotel Transylvania 4: Transformania

Hotel Transylvania: Transformania

HOW TO ENTER: in 
 is

G
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G
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A B

WIN!WIN!  HOTEL TRANSYLVANIAHOTEL TRANSYLVANIA GOODIE BAG GOODIE BAG
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SLOTH WARMER 
BEANIE
TJHUGHES.CO.UK  £5.99

warmer is super 
cute and perfect 
for snuggling up 
with during the 
cold winter months! 
Remove the bean 
bag from inside the 
sloth and ask an 
adult to heat it in the 

sloth is a fun and 
easy alternative to  
a hot water bottle.

WHAT’S IN 
THE SHOPS?
WHERE’S THE SLOTH
WHSMITH  £5.03

are ten sloths 

different scenes, 
including the 
busy streets 
of Delhi and 
the canals of 
Amsterdam. 
Plus, there are 

every location, 
promising hours 
of fun for all  
the family.

SLOTHS

SLOTH PLUSH 
LIVINGNATUREWORLD.COM   
From £23.99
Bring one of the cutest rainforest animals into 
your home with this soft sloth plush, with Velcro 
hands and feet so it can be hung on display in your 

a cosy carry case lined with straw 
for your sloth, plus there’s a pet 
passport with an ownership 

some interesting fun 
facts about your new 
friend. What’s more, the 

made with eco-friendly 
recycled plastic.

VISITORS

Pictures like this one, showing the world conquering 
the coronavirus with the help of masks, soap and 
toilet roll, are a way to get public health messages 
across to the millions of people in the country who 
can’t read or don’t have access to the internet.

THETHE

BIGBIG
PICTUREPICTURE
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games is Arsenal’s 
record, following a 
shock 2-0 defeat 
by Birmingham City 
(in blue, below). 

side need to “focus and reset”. The 
Gunners remain top of the Women’s 
Super League, with Chelsea four 
points behind and a game in hand. 

sets were dropped 
by Rafael Nadal 
throughout the 
Melbourne Summer 
Set tournament. 
The Spaniard was 

August after suffering injuries and 
infection with COVID-19. He beat 

4

0

-year-old Christine 
Mboma of Namibia 
is the BBC African 
Sports Personality of 
the Year for 2021. The 
sprinter has become 

of the award, which began in 1992. 

200m in Tokyo last year.

18
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Hosts Cameroon kicked off the 
tournament in the capital, Yaoundé, 

In other opening group games, 

1-0 thanks to a 97th-minute 

Mané, while Guinea beat Malawi by 
the same score. Cape Verde beat 
Ethiopia 1-0, Gabon beat Comoros 

Cup of Nations) 1-0 and Morocco 
defeated Ghana, you guessed  
it, 1-0!

features six groups of four teams. 
The second round will feature the 
best 16 of those sides.
Some of the best players in the 
world’s top football leagues are 

them are Premier League stars 
Riyad Mahrez, Mohamed Salah, 

Aubameyang.
Africa’s top football competition is 

originally scheduled to be played 
last year but had to be postponed 
because of the pandemic. 
Teams tipped to do well include 
reigning champions Algeria, 
who won the last tournament in 
2019, hosts Cameroon, and the 

the most successful team in the 
competition’s history, Egypt, who 

Sky Sports is showing all games 

THE Africa Cup of Nations (also known as AFCON), which was 
 

under way. 

BANKES BANKS 
TWO WINS
BRITAIN’S Charlotte Bankes won two snowboard cross World Cup 
events in two days. 
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standings after back-to-back wins at 
the World Cup meet in Krasnoyarsk, 

at Montafon in Austria last month. 
The snowboarder is in top form as 
she prepares for the Beijing Winter 

If all goes well, Bankes will represent 

time next month, after competing 

Games. She won snowboard cross 
gold at the world championships in 
Sweden last year.
Meanwhile, Great Britain’s four-man 

in Germany. Brad Hall, Greg Cackett, 
Nick Gleeson and Taylor Lawrence 

Charlotte Bankes in 
World Cup action 

last year
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Cameroon captain Vincent Aboubakar 
skips past Burkina Faso playersAFCON  AFCON  

IS IS ONON  

Liverpool’s Sadio 
Mané scored 

for Senegal in 
their win over 

Zimbabwe

Cameroon fans went wild when 
Vincent Aboubakar scored 
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