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THE 56 million people in England will be able 
to take “a very considerable step on the road 

Boris Johnson says the country has passed the four 
tests that had been set to decide if the country could 
start to open up again. That means we can all have 
some more freedom and get used to this new normal.

theatres, museums, play areas and restaurants will 
all be allowed to let people back inside again, and 
that fans can return to sports stadiums. Foreign 
holidays will be able to go ahead, too. The other big 

T
t

t
s
s

t

t

A NEW  
NORMAL
WHAT DOES  
IT MEAN?

COVID-19
UPDATE



2. QUICK NEWS FirstNews     Issue 778     14 – 20 May 2021

QUICK NEWS
TO READ YOURSELF AND SHARE WITH FRIENDS

WORLD RUN RECORD

A 12-year-old boy has used LEGO to 

 

RIP FIRST DOG BO

AMAZON FOREST LOSSCENSUS RESPONSE

A LOTTA LOLLIES

RECYCLING TOYS

Government data has shown 

.

2

GLOBAL ICON AWARD

LEGO VENTILATOR

ANIMAL OUTRAGESHOCK PLANE BIRTH
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Brazil’s parliament is considering a 
new law that would allow some public 
land to be made private. Campaigners 

Lots of the UK’s big supermarkets, 
including Sainsbury’s, Aldi, Tesco and 

calling for the law to be rejected.
They also say that the Brazilian 

president promised in April that Brazil 
would end illegal logging.

said: “If passed, this vote in the Brazilian 

and place greater risk on the lives of the 
people and wildlife who call it home.”

hard to protect trees around the world. 
New research published by Trillion 

nearly 59 million hectares of forest 
has regrown since 2000. That’s almost 

regrown there. 

MAJOR supermarkets in the UK are threatening to stop buying products 
from Brazil, over concerns about the ownership of land in the country.

A TINY dinosaur that 
liked to hunt at night had 
“extraordinary” vision and “owl-

whether dinosaurs could hunt at  

shown that the  
dinosaur, which was about the size 
of a chicken, had huge ear bones and 
would have had incredible hearing, 
similar to a barn owl’s. 

Today’s birds are all descended from 
theropod dinosaurs such as  and 
the velociraptors.

’s skull also found 
that its eyes had some of the largest 
pupils measured in birds or dinosaurs, 

hunted prey in complete darkness. 
The study said the Shuvuuia’s 

skeleton is among the most bizarre  
of all dinosaurs. It had a single claw on 

NIGHT- 
HUNTING 
DINO 
DISCOVERY

NEANDERTHAL 
REMAINS 

FOUND

THE remains of nine 
Neanderthals have been found 
in a cave near Rome in Italy.

The fossilised bones belonged to 
seven men, one female and a young 
boy, archaeologists said. It’s believed 
they were hunted by hyenas. 

The Neanderthals are thought to 

Some of the bones could date back 
50,000 years, while others could be  
as old as 100,000 years. 

whole world will be talking about”.

or subspecies of humans who lived 
thousands of years ago.
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A DISABLED rapper is hoping to teach young 
people about the importance of language. 

charity Leonard Cheshire to launch a new rap and video 
The Language of Disability. It aims to raise awareness 

about the language people use when talking to someone 

 

others how he hasn’t let his disability hold him back.  
He’s even been invited to a local school to talk about  

quarters of the 14.1 million disabled people living in the  
UK say more needs to be done about outdated and 

www.leonardcheshire.org.

THAT’S A THAT’S A 

RAP!RAP!
Kray-Z Legz has 
worked with famous 
rapper Snoop Dogg
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TAKING CARE 
OF TREES
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MICHOACÁN, MEXICO

MASSACHUSETTS, USA

DROUGHT has completely dried up Lake Cuitzeo, the second largest in 
the country. Mexico is experiencing its worst drought in 30 years.

CHARITABLE 

 

 Royal Mint has honoured the life and 

and entertainment around the world. 

PEOPLE 

.

PARIS, FRANCE

KUALA 
LUMPUR, 
MALAYSIA

UK



SO, at last, we can look ahead to something like life as we  

But we don’t need to go back to normal, we can think about how we 

 
 

EDITOR’S 
COMMENT
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““

““

TEA
RESEARCH has warned 
of extreme weather and rising 
temperatures in Kenya, the world’s 
biggest exporter of black tea. The 

says that extreme rain and droughts 

tasty, and that harvests will be smaller. 
Richard Koskei, 72, a tea farmer from 
Kenya, said that climate change had 
meant that they “can’t predict seasons 
any more, temperatures are rising”.

GOOD WEEK BAD WEEK
PERRIE EDWARDS

singer has 
announced that 

with footballer 
Alex Oxlade-
Chamberlain. 
The singer 
posted an image 
of her belly with 

wild journey with my soulmate. Me + 
Him = You. We can’t wait to meet you 
baby Ox!”, while the England player 

how to change nappies? So grateful 
and excited to become a dad. bring  
on the sleepless nights.”
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Go to  to vote

A team of anthropologists (who study human society and culture) spent over a 
year learning about smartphone use in nine countries around the world.

They focused on older adults who weren’t young or elderly, as they 

“The smartphone is no longer just a device that we use, it’s 
become the place where we live.”

“We are always ‘at home’ in our smartphone. We have become 
human snails carrying our home in our pockets.”

ARE WE BECOMING 
SMARTPHONE SNAILS?
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the ship’s development.
NASA recently announced that SpaceX’s Starship will 

carry astronauts to the moon within the next few years. 
SpaceX will receive $3 billion to help development.

SpaceX also plans to use the Starship rocket to take people to Mars by the year 2026.

SUCCESS FOR SPACEX STARSHIP

UK ELECTION RESULTS:
THE INTERESTING BITS!

THERE were 

ENGLAND
England had council 

schools and recycling.
 

The Green vote went up in most places, though, and  
 

(above, right) was elected as a Green Party councillor.
England

YouTuber Niko Omilana, whose policies included 

England 

SCOTLAND
Scotland

who decide on laws in Scotland.

The SNP leader said the win was 
“historic and extraordinary” and there 
would be another vote to make Scotland 
independent, once the pandemic was over.

A record number of women were 

MSP, Kaukab Stewart.

WALES
the Welsh parliament, to choose 
people who decide on laws in Wales.

best ever win of half the seats.

there were lots of cute 

while their owners 
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VOLCANO FOR SALE!
y

The plot of land at Hraun in southwest Sigurður Guðjón Gíslason, chairman of the 

The study also found that the lightness of bamboo bats made for a faster swing, increasing “energy 

Journal of Sports Engineering and Technology

BAMBOO 
BATTING 
BETTER?
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Up to six people or two households will be 
able to meet indoors now, and many people 
have been talking about 17 May as the day 
when they can hug people again. However, 

close contact, such as hugging, is a direct 

I urge you to think about the vulnerability 
of your loved ones, whether they have had 
a vaccine, one or two doses, and whether 

The PM also hammered home the message 

the virus in the air. “Remember outdoors is 

on 3 May, but 17 May should see people in 

cinemas and museums. In Scotland, people 
are expected to be allowed into cinemas, 
theatres and cafes, and four people from two 
households can meet up inside a home. For 
Northern Ireland, 24 May is the date when 

A NEW 
NORMALUS APPROVES JAB FOR 

12 TO 15-YEAR-OLDS
Although kids are much less likely to get 

about 14% of cases in the US.

bringing us closer to returning to a sense 

The US follows Canada, which last week 

jab for people as young as 12.

WOW!WOW!

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

QUEEN UNVEILS QUEEN UNVEILS NEW PLANSNEW PLANS
HEALTH ENVIRONMENT

EDUCATION
 

 

 

TECHNOLOGY
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 Name a raven 
Two new ravens have been born at the Tower 
of London, and people are being asked to name 
one of them! The Ravenmaster has named 

The name that gets the most votes will be 
 

www.hrp.org.uk

LONDONLANCASHIRE

from 5p to 10p in shops across England 

introduced in 2015 and has seen the 

hoped this will fall even further, as both 

“We know we must go further to protect 
our natural environment and oceans, 
which is why we are now extending this 

UK

 Sheeran’s support

sponsor of Ipswich Town Football 

has supported the club since he was 

year deal to sponsor the shirts of 

symbols, like the names of his albums, 

asked about the unusual logo, Ed 
mysteriously replied that “all will  

 Hidden history

jar was found by accident during some building 

Now, the school has sent the capsule to a team of 

ENGLAND

Morrisons has launched book 

in its supermarkets, especially for 

bring along any unwanted books they 
have, and children, teenagers and 
parents can pick up the books for 

for young people from disadvantaged 

created its own book called Cedric The 

copies to community groups  
M
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EDINBURGH

chicks have hatched at the Royal Zoological 

delighted with the new arrivals and are 

only weigh around 98g when they hatch, 

can catch a glimpse of the youngsters on 

is home to more than 100 penguins from 
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WHO ARE THE UIGHUR MUSLIMS?
The Uighurs (also spelt Uyghurs, Uygurs or Uighurs) 

Tarim Basin in Xinjiang, northern China, more than 

Uighur people, mostly in China.
 

WHAT’S THEIR HISTORY 
WITH CHINA LIKE?

people (the largest Chinese ethnic group) to migrate 

WHY ARE THEY IN THE NEWS?

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHAT DO WE KNOW IS HAPPENING?

that the camps are there to help Uighur people learn 

 
 

other groups.

WHAT ELSE HAS HAPPENED?

HOW HAS THE WORLD RESPONDED?

 

First News  

CHINA is being accused more and more of human rights abuses, due to its treatment of the Uighur people who live in the Xinjiang region. The 

Xinjiang say that Uighurs are forced to work in camps, and satellite evidence suggests that Uighur cemeteries and religious sites have been destroyed. 

China denies any wrong-doing, and while it admits the camps exist, it says they are used to train Uighurs for work and to stop them becoming 

UIGHUR UIGHUR 
MUSLIMSMUSLIMS

CHINACHINA AND THE AND THE

Uighur people gathered at a market stall

Masks worn by protesters in 

more for the Uighur people in China

One facility thought to 
house Uighur people
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 Teen queen
The 17-year-old great-granddaughter of 
Italy’s last King, Umberto II, has been named 
as the new ‘Queen of Italy’ by her dad, 
Emanuele Filiberto – even though Italy no 
longer has a royal family. The monarchy was 
abolished (ended) in 1946, but the grandson 

that heirs to the crown no longer have to be 

could give me.”

 Elephant cull
Zimbabwe has said that the elephant 

and that it is considering culling 
(controlled killing) the creatures for 

number of elephants in the world has 
fallen over the last few decades but, 
in Zimbabwe, elephant numbers are 
rising. A government minister said 

there wasn’t a decision yet, and that 

 Local leaders launch lawsuit

own water systems, leaving it up to the government who, for years, haven’t made 

2020. While he has failed to meet that goal, things have improved. In 2016, 105 

Wageningen Bioveterinary Research 

were exposed to an infected sample 

the bees ate by extending their 
tongues. Several bees showed very 
good results, and were able to tell 

samples and those from healthy 
animals.

 Pleas for calm

appealed for calm from both sides 

following days of unrest. At least 

are reported to have been killed. 
The US, the UK and the EU have 
called for an end to the violence  
as soon as possible.

 BLM at the Olympics
Athletes have been banned from 

branded clothing or accessories while 

items featuring the BLM message will 
be allowed during press conferences, 

not appropriate to demonstrate or 

 Leopards on the loose

for not telling people for a week that 
three leopards had escaped. Villagers 
near the Hangzhou Safari Park said 
they’d seen the escaped animals as 
early as 1 May, but the park only 
alerted people on 7 May. Two of the 
leopards have been captured but, as 
First News
missing. It is unclear how the leopards 
escaped, but the park has been closed 
for now while it reviews safety issues.

CANADA

ZIMBABWE

JAPAN

CHINA

ITALY
 
ISRAEL

 
NETHERLANDS
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A RARE A

 

 

HELPHELP FOR  FOR 
WILDLIFEWILDLIFE

TIGER TIGER TRIO

wild animals is one of the biggest threats to 

called 

 

 

SUPERSUPER SLOW  SLOW 
WORMSWORMS
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NEW evidence has been found 
to show that the crew of 
the Mary Rose warship was 
ethnically diverse.

The Mary Rose was King Henry 

Portsmouth in 1545. Most of its crew 
of 415 died. The ship was recovered 
from the seabed in 1982 and is now 
exhibited at the Mary Rose Museum, 
which re-opens on 17 May.

and the Mary Rose Trust used a 

to examine the teeth of eight of the 
crew’s skeletons. This gave them clues 
as to where the men had spent their 
childhoods and what food they ate.

that some of Henry VIII’s navy had 
African ancestry. The study also 

carpenters on board may have been 
Spanish, and three of the eight crew 
they studied were from southern 
Europe and north Africa. 

Dr Alexzandra Hildred from the Mary 
Rose Trust said: “We never expected 
this diversity to be so rich,” and that 
the study transforms our previous 
ideas about the kind of people who 
made up the English navy.

ON

encouraging your immune system to produce chemicals (called 

 
1979 and the development of many more life-saving vaccines, including those that  

display in Medicine: The Wellcome Galleries at the Science Museum when it reopens 
on 19 May. You can book now at .

That’s what a new study by 

there studied how the presence 

compassion (feeling kindness 

generosity. They found that 
adults are more compassionate 
and are up to twice as likely 
to donate to charity when 
children are present. 

The researchers carried out eight experiments on more than 
2,000 people. They took to the streets and found that adult 

donate to charity when there were more children around than 
grown-ups. The charity was not directly related to children. 

and all passers-by were adults, the adults made roughly one 

were equally present on the shopping street, adult passers-by 

The results weren’t due to there being more people out or 
whether the donor was accompanied by a child. Instead, the 

adults to behave more generously and donate more. 

parents, men and women, younger and older adults, and even 

said that previous studies had shown that adults are usually 

research to show that the presence of children encourages 
kind and generous behaviour towards good causes not directly 
related to children.

Dr Wolf went on to say society should consider new ways 
to involve children more directly in various aspects of life. He 

pointed out that 
children’s futures 

decisions taken by 
adults, but children 
aren’t usually 
present when those 
decisions are made. 
He thinks that 
children should be 

where adults “make 
important long-term 
decisions, such as on 
climate change”.

MULTI-ETHNIC 
MARY ROSE

DID YOU
KNOW?

KIDS MAKE  KIDS MAKE  
ADULTS ADULTS 
MORE MORE 
GENEROUSGENEROUS

How one 
of the crew 

Children have been found to have a 
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First News has teamed up with                   show FYI and the                                       making programmes and 
videos about the news which you can watch on First News FYI

          he m

 has stories and content that is just right for your readers
 informs your community of the important issues they need to know about

 
newspaper a must-read for everyone!

 

 

NEWS CLUB
LAUNCHES 

FYI: For Your Info is an award-winning weekly 15-minute news magazine 

about. There are reports from around the globe, explainers, debates, ‘Fake 
FYI team also get big-

In your school’s FYI News Club, you can watch the show and talk about 
what you’ve found out, with your friends and schoolmates. The topics up for 

To help with this, each week First News  
FYI  
you thinking and talking about what you’ve watched in the show.  
These can be downloaded from . 

you can test your topical knowledge! And, we’ll be asking for your ideas 
about what you want the FYI

Once again, it’s been a challenging year 
with another pandemic lockdown, so we 
know it will have been a tough task for you 
to write, create and publish your school 
newspapers with all this going on. 

Last year, we were so impressed with 
all the entries we received and were 
amazed at what you’d managed to achieve. 

So, we can’t wait to see what you have 
been up to this year.

 
 

blog, podcast, broadcast or if you’ve 
 

or news website, all entries 
are welcome.

WE’RE LOOKING FOR AN ENTRY THAT…

SCHOOL NEWSPAPER OF THE YEAR

Ask your teacher to go to 

about the FYI

First News  
First News

Fake News or Fact? 

THE FIRST NEWS SCHOOL NEWSPAPER 
OF THE YEAR AWARDS 2020-2021 
IS NOW OPEN FOR ENTRIES!

 Primary School Newspaper
 Secondary School Newspaper
 Editorial Team of the Year

 
 First News Young Reporter Award

THIS YEAR’S AWARDS…
 

Community 

 

 Bessemer 

FYI  

In this week’s FYI
climate change. Reporter Tilly (right) visits Dr Sophie 
Waring, the Curator of Contemporary Science at the 

warming in the very near future. 

‘quite’ tall duck that is making a name for itself.

SCHOOL  
NEWSPAPER  
OF THE YEAR
2020-21
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THIS THIS WEEKWEEK
1 Ant and Dec have teamed up with 

HRH the Prince of Wales and The 
Prince’s Trust to launch a two-week 
course that will help young people 
(aged 16-25) develop the skills they 
need to work in the entertainment 
industry. The project is called Ant 
& Dec’s Making It In Media and the 

2 Kim Kardashian is lending her 
voice to a poodle in PAW Patrol: 

The Movie
to be released in August and is the 

animated adventure will appeal to 
older viewers as well as the usual 
preschool fans! 

3 Descendants
actor is releasing new music and she’ll be starring as Bubbles in the live TV 
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PICSPICS  OF OF THE WEEKTHE WEEK

A NEW  
this week and it includes four new rides! 

In last week’s issue of First News we showed you some of the incredible LEGO statues 
created for MYTHICA: World of Mythical Creatures, and this week we’re taking a sneaky 
peek at the actual rides. First up, Flight of the Sky Lion 

never-seen-before drop towers, both standing 13 metres tall. And on Hydra’s Challenge, 

MYTHICA: World of Mythical Creatures  
29 May. Tickets to the theme park must be booked in advance. 

FIVEFIVE  
MINUTESMINUTES  
WITH…WITH…

ETHAN ROUSEETHAN ROUSE
THE
which opens at Alton Towers Resort this week. 
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 How did you get the role of Ben? 

looking to cast the role of Ben. I read a lot of David Walliams’ books when I was 
younger and Gangsta Granny and 

 What did you do to prepare for the recording sessions?
 

I hadn’t ever done a voice for a theme park ride before. To prepare for the role,  
 

character. I absolutely love the book. It’s brilliant, very funny, unique and out-there.

 What was it like doing the recording?
Recording the voice-over was a super fun day. David Walliams had been in before 
me to do some recordings, so I got to meet him and have a nice chat. David and I 

being joined by the incredible actress Debbie Chazen, who played the 
Granny, to do some recordings together, which was great fun.

 Have you been on the ride yet and what was 
it like hearing your voice? 
I’ve not had a chance to go on the ride yet as I’m about to head into my GCSE 

myself, which will be very surreal. I have seen a few clips on David’s social media 

 Which other David Walliams books would you like to see turned 
into a ride?
I think The Midnight Gang

The Ride opens 
on 17 May at 
Alton Towers 

Resort. Tickets 
must be booked 

in advance
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HOPPINGLYHOPPINGLY
  GOOD  FUN!FUN!

THE STORY
 

 

 

NEW CHARACTERS

ON LOCATION

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LOTS OF LAUGHS
 

THE THEMES

 
 

 is in 

ON-SET SECRETS

FUN FACT!
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BRITISH golfer Marcus 
Armitage has set a new 

into a moving car! 

3D-PRINTED HOUSE 
BECOMES A HOME

A BELGIAN farmer moved a stone that was 

  FARMER 
MOVES BELGIUM

 
 

SPEEDY SHOT 
FOR GOLFER

WOW!
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 The yellowjacket and the hornet are the 
most well-known wasps, but are there lots of 
others out there? 
Yes! Those wasps are the ones that give the animals 

 We featured your recent study on our 
science page last week, but what were the 
most surprising things you found out during 
the research?
One of the things that’s really striking about wasps 

paralyse it and then bury it in their nest and seal it 

larva will eat its ‘living larder’ that its mother has 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE THE SUPERSUPER  
WORLD OF WASPSWORLD OF WASPS
STEP aside Marvel’s Wasp, there’s a new 
‘Wasp Woman’ in town! 
wasp expert Professor Seirian Sumner, from 
University College London, about how wasps 
are more amazing than you might think!  

CHARITIES SUPPORTED BY FIRST NEWS

 Do wasps pollinate like bees?

 There’s a wasp that makes honey! Do you 
know if the honey tastes nice?

makes honey. I think people have tried to harvest 

aren’t they?

eaten and whether wasps were eaten at all. We 

sold at the markets in the parts of the world where 
they eat them on a regular basis. It’s quite a small 

the larvae too. The Japanese will also pay up to 100 

 Wow, that’s crazy! Is it true that wasps can 
help humans with our health too?

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 When you tell people that some wasps turn 
their prey into zombie slaves, does that make 
them appreciate wasps more or less?

disturbing and grotesque. For some people it makes 

strategies that wasps have evolved is great. There 
really are endless forms of wasps. There’s everything 

sort of helped put wasps on the map in terms of their 

“
bit like watching a soap opera! They’ve all 

their individual roles in society.” 
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WHY IS IT 
IMPORTANT?
just like our bodies. They deal with 

 
 
 

 

YOU’RE NOT ALONE

mental health worries. Mental  
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HOW CAN  
NATURE HELP?
Health Awareness Week is nature. 

 
 

(why not send it in to us at 

 

MENTAL 
HEALTH 

MATTERS
 

 

USEFUL INFO

 
 or  

 

THE PROOF

with nature

 

DR RANJ’S TOP TIPS
 

 is published by 



GET YOUR IDEA TURNED INTO A BOOK!
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WORCESTER BOSCH 

 
.

 

.

CLOSING
DATE  

23 JUNE

 

BE A GAME
BUILDER

 

NEW POKÉMON SNAPNEW POKÉMON SNAP

SWITCH

88
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WORD
LADDER

SEE if you can get from the top 
 

 
 

a new word.

MICE

TAIL

3 9 5 4
5 3

7 4 8 3 1
8 1 5 6 7
1 2

9 3 2 4 1
5 2 4 7 9

2 8
6 8 9 7

WIN!WIN!  ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ENCYCLOPEDIA OF 
UNBELIEVABLE FACTSUNBELIEVABLE FACTS
numbers one to nine?

Send in your answers and two winners will win The 
Encyclopedia of Unbelievable Facts. Flex your fact muscles 

CAN you complete our crossword 

Send in your answers and three winners will bag  
a copy of The Unhurry Book

WIN! THE UNHURRY 
BOOK

WORD WHEEL

SE
E h

ow
 m

any words of three or more le  ers you can ma e  using the m
iddle

le
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n each one. And can you  nd the word that uses all the le
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16

DOWN
1 
2 
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8
12 
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1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8
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10 11

12

13 14

15 16
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COMPETITIONS: You can enter First News 1. Go to  
2. First News

 
First News  
First News

LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS: N I N E T E E N

D M I E

D E L H I T O W E L

I E T H T E

C A S E L E S S O N

K L R I

E S S A Y S I S L E

N T R T A N

S C I F I A D U L T

F C X N

F E S T I V A L

21. PUZZLE FUN HOW TO ENTER:

6 4 1 8 2 3 7 9 5
2 7 8 6 5 9 1 3 4
5 3 9 7 4 1 8 2 6
8 2 4 1 3 6 5 7 9
7 1 3 9 8 5 6 4 2
9 5 6 4 7 2 3 1 8
3 9 2 5 6 7 4 8 1
1 8 5 3 9 4 2 6 7
4 6 7 2 1 8 9 5 3
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WIN!WIN! WABOBA WINGMAN WABOBA WINGMAN

WHAT ON EARTH?
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First News team details available at . For editorial enquiries, contact  or (020) 3195 2000  or call 0330 333 0186. For school 
 or call (01371) 851 898. Web: 

 
We are extremely passionate about the environment and we are always looking at ways to reduce waste throughout the company and across all of our products. Our paper comes from sustainable sources. We package First News in a mixture of 

compostable wrapper, paper wrapper, cardboard wraps and boxes, depending on the order size. See 

GAMINGWHAT’S IN THE 

SHOPS?
IZZA GAMING MOUSE 
AND MOUSE PAD
MENKIND.CO.UK  £9.00

with a choice of red, blue, green or 

mouse pad is great for smooth gliding 
and helps increase the accuracy of your 
gaming. Perfect for dedicated gamers.

GAMER ZONE CONTROLLER 
WALL STICKERS
AMAZON.CO.UK  £9.99

HEAD TO FIRSTNEWS.CO.UK/HOMEIHUB 
TO FIND OUT MORE

FIRST NEWS HOME iHUB

OHEAD

Try our award-winning, 
interactive, educational 

support and news platform

FIRST NEWS
HOME iHUB

PERFECT 
FOR YEAR 2  
TO YEAR 8

RSTNEWS.CO.U
O

S S

FOR YEA
TO YEAR 8

GAMING LOCKERS
NUMSKULL.COM  
£24.99

 
keep all your gaming gear 

 
up to ten of your favourite 
Xbox games, PS4/PS5 games 
or movies and have handy 
compartments to hold all 

controllers, cables and more. 
Plus, your headphones can sit 
securely on the top. Choose 
from  or Batman.



23. SPECIAL REPORT  by Childline FirstNews     Issue 778     14 – 20 May 2021

HOW HAS CHILDLINE HELPED?

WHY LAUNCH 
CHILDHOOD DAY?

WHY PLAY?

Over the last year, as the world has changed 
in so many ways, Childline has been there as a 
vital source of support for children.

Those who didn’t want to pick up the phone 
to speak to a counsellor could chat to one 
online via the 1-2-1 counsellor chat, or send 
Childline an email via the website. The Childline 
website saw huge increases in the number of 

their wellbeing during the pandemic. Lots of 
children used the range of breathing exercises 

of stress, the mood journal to record how 
they were feeling, and the coping kit, which 

 
a day to help improve your mood.

Childline is a free helpline for children and teenagers that is run 
by children’s charity the NSPCC. It’s there to provide support and 
advice about whatever is on your mind. Since the start of April last 
year, Childline has delivered just over 73,000 counselling sessions 

The NSPCC is encouraging 

part in giving children a brighter future 
by coming together to play on Childhood 
Day. It takes place on 11 June, and the 
NSPCC will ask families and friends from 
across the UK to celebrate childhood by 
organising a play event to raise money 
and help keep children safe.

If you would prefer not to speak to an adult you know, you can speak 
to Childline online or by phone. Visit childline.org.uk, call 0800 11 11 or 

download the For Me app.

for your wellbeing too. Play can help you to work 

new experiences, as well as helping to build resilience, 

So why not sit down with your family and plan  
how you’re going to play this Childhood Day? 

 
fundraising pack with lots of play ideas, visit 
nspcc.org.uk/childhood-day.

Poppy

Becky

PLAYING 
AFTER THE 
PANDEMIC

YOUNG people have faced a lot of challenges 
over the last year or so, which is why Childline 

is launching a new day just for you, and 

WHAT HAVE YOUNG PEOPLE TOLD 
CHILDLINE DURING THE PANDEMIC?
Thousands of children and young people have got in touch with 

on from the start of the pandemic, Childline has released new data 
and insight to show its impact on children. 

stuck at home and the removal of support from schools caused 

other issues in their lives. Throughout the last year children have 
talked to Childline about being sad, lonely, overwhelmed, and like 
they had lost a sense of control over their lives. 

The start of the year and the January lockdown saw lots of 
children get in touch to talk about rising COVID death rates and 
concern about the closure of schools again.

Here’s what two members of the NSPCC’s Young People’s Board 
for Change had to say about what’s important beyond the pandemic:

“Now we are going towards 
the end of lockdown, I think that 
young people really need support 

they have been given throughout 

 
 

East Midlands

“I think for young people they 

listens, it feels like we have this 
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What does the name dinosaur mean? 
a) fearfully great lizard 
b) fearfully great bird
c) fearfully great lion

ENTER NOW!ENTER NOW! MARK YOUR ENTRY DINO

WIN!WIN! A SMASHERS 
BUNDLE FROM

Smashers Dino Ice Age range from

Are you ready to smash open an awesome 
surprise? Open up the egg to reveal 25 amazing 
surprises. Dig your way through the Growing 
Snow, Crystal Slime and more to collect all the 
pieces. Then, build your very own moving 
smash-o-saur!

With the Mini Dino Ice Age Egg, there are six characters to collect; look 
out for the ultra-rare skeleton smash-o-saur too! You can mix and match 

Crack open your eggs in the eight-pack to reveal the super-cool Dino 

lizard Brontosaurus, the Snow Snake and more. Collect 

Each bundle will include three Smashers Dino Ice Age 
Surprise Eggs, three Smashers Dino Ice Age Mini Surprise 
Eggs and three Smashers Dino Ice Age eight-packs. To be 

WIN!WIN!  FAMILY TICKETS FAMILY TICKETS 
TOTO  SEA LIFESEA LIFE

ENTER NOW! ENTER NOW! MARK YOUR ENTRYMARK YOUR ENTRY SEA SEA

 

favourite as you get up close to the most weird and 

exclusively at SEA LIFE Birmingham, or get face-to- 

ocean tunnel at SEA LIFE Loch Lomond and around  
the shipwreck at Manchester.

Experience bugs and creepy crawlies in the 
rainforest of Blackpool or London, or why not visit 

Weymouth, see adorable seals at Scarborough 
or Hunstanton, or marvel at the turtles at Great 

To be in with a chance of winning, just 

a)     b) Six    c) 

WIN!                   KITS

 
 
 

 
a) b) Juno    c)

ENTER NOW!ENTER NOW! MARK YOUR ENTRY  MARK YOUR ENTRY DIGDIG

TELL YOUR 
FRIENDS

TRY 3 ISSUES

FOR £1
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N  Literacy Trust’s

DEFEAT  

Ross is our Virtual School Library 
author of the week.

Visit the Virtual School Library from 

 
for free!

 

 by 

 by RJ Palacio

FOR MORE TIPS AND ACTIVITIES TO IMPROVE YOUR READING, WRITING, 
SPEAKING AND LISTENING AT HOME, VISIT WORDSFORLIFE.ORG.UK

the future from the evil Jeremiah Jerabo. 

THE WIZARD IN MY SHED
SIMON FARNABY

YOUR READS!
 

 

THE

BIGBIG
PICTURE

(ISH)
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SUBSCRIBE FOR SCHOOL – FIND OUT MORE AT SCHOOLS.FIRSTNEWS.CO.UK
CALL: (020) 3195 7256     EMAIL: SCHOOLS@FIRSTNEWS.CO.UK
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WE WANT TO 
HEAR WHAT  
YOU/YOUR 
SCHOOL IS UP TO
Write in to let us know what 
you’ve been up to lately! Have 

 
First News

First News
photographs of those involved 

Year 5 and 6 pupils have really enjoyed working on these 
First News

 
 
 

First News 

First News

First News

First News

First News 
we are able to learn about what’s happening in the world and 

First 
News 

First News

First News 

WRITING WINNERS

THROUGHOUT

FIRST NEWS FRIDAY

is not as easy as it sounds and involves 

was delighted to hear that six of our 

CAR PARK PARTY
 

I love the book  by David 

 

SCHOOL
NEWS

SCHOOL
NEWS

JUNIOR
JOURNALIST
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SPORT IN
PICTURES
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THE
day of matches!

paid for a vest that 
had been worn by 

during his second 
season playing for the University of 

record set last year for another of the 

100

1

by fast bowlers 19

Chelsea celebrate their fourth 
Women’s Super League 

City’s Ellen White scores 

Doncaster Belles legend Julie 

RORY’S 
RETURN

ways at the Wells Fargo Championship.

 

Championship in 2010 and 2015

        Bryson DeChambeau

BLUES BLUES VERSUSVERSUS BLUES BLUES


