
74% of 
people say 
they spot 
more than ten 

 

59% of people 
say they have 

in their area over 
the last year

Issue 774    £2.25    16 – 22 April 2021

HELPINGHELPING  
THE UK GROWTHE UK GROW

NEWS I SPORTS I ENTERTAINMENT I INTERVIEWS I PUZZLES I COMPETITIONS

*First News First News
First News

EARTH EARTH 
DAY DAY P24P24

launch of the Million Mile Beach Clean.

A NEW A NEW 
COMPETITION IS COMPETITION IS 
PUTTING SCHOOL PUTTING SCHOOL 
CHILDREN ON THE CHILDREN ON THE 

STARTING GRID! STARTING GRID! P28P28

 

The Million Mile Beach Clean is part of the Million 

Nearly three-quarters (74%) of people said 

to inspire an army of ocean 

 
to .

EGYPT’S 
LOST CITY 
P7

SCORPIONS SCORPIONS 
IN THE UK! IN THE UK! P12P12

NEWS 
FOR KIDS!

2.6 MILLION+
READERS*



2. QUICK NEWS FirstNews     Issue 774     16 – 22 April 2021

QUICK NEWS
TO READ YOURSELF AND SHARE WITH FRIENDS

Five hospitals in the UK have bought 
new equipment that can convert 

melts down polypropylene, one of the 

MISSING THE MOVIES FUN FOOTWEAR

Disney Pixar’s Soul won two big 

musical movie scooped the gongs 

while the winners and nominees all 

It’s thought people ordering more 

coronavirus pandemic has created a 

of the biggest producers of sauce, is 

Forbes 

 

 

number of deaths has been below the 

 

RICH REALITY

BIG GARDEN 
BIRDWATCH

TOP HOSPITAL TECH

LIFE-CHANGING 
LIBRARIES

Adidas has released a new pair of 
trainers that can be customised with 

either side, where the wearer can add 

 

People are missing cinema in the UK, 

said the cinema has been their most 

to return to the cinema within the 

forward to, including , 
Cruella and Bond’s 

DEATHS ARE DOWN

GAMING LESSONS

Sixteen of Britain’s top 20 garden 
birds have fallen in number since 
last year. The RSPB’s 2021 Big 
Garden Birdwatch found that 

in our gardens, with the blue 

numbers ever. More than a 
million people took part in  
this year’s survey. 

IT’S GOT SOUL
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gaming should be included in the 

believe gaming can help them with 
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Children’s Laureate Cressida 

prime minister, Boris Johnson, 
calling on the Government to 
invest in primary school libraries. 
Cressida said: “Millions of 

hit by the pandemic, are missing

discover the life-changing magic 
of reading.” She wants the 
Government to give a yearly 
investment of £100m to help 
protect library spaces. Authors 

 
and Jacqueline Wilson have all 
shown their support. 
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public to help name its new alpacas, 
thousands of people voted – and the 

opened their doors to the public for 
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ZS
L 

Lo
nd

on
 Z

oo
iS

to
ck

SAUCE SHORTAGE

iS
to

ck



Here’s what our 
fans have to say!
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To order, visit 0330 333 0186

FirstNews 

 
First News!

TRY 
3 ISSUES
FOR £1

GET FIRST NEWS 
DELIVERED TO 
YOUR HOME 
EVERY WEEK!

 
First News into 

    To everyone at First News, thank you so much! I love it. I tell all 

wait for it to come through the door.

“ “

    I read First News, it is great! I keep randomly telling 
my family and friends facts and they say: ‘Where did you 

First News  user
“ “

    My kids race to the door when First News is delivered on Friday. 
Thank you for delivering something to pull them away from 

have taken to the puzzles.

“ “

    I love First News
as well as encouraging them to read. Thank you!“ “

!

h k you so m
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PLASTIC rubbish can be seen on Lake Uru Uru. As well as a major drought 
back in 2016, which saw water levels go down hugely, Lake Uru Uru has been 

.

THE 

 
 

THE  

. 

ORURO, BOLIVIA

DUNHUANG, CHINA

can be taken across the road.

TRIESTE, 
ITALY

LONDON, UK

THIS 

BRISTOL, UK



IT’S been so good to have a bit more 
freedom this week.

Shops and restaurants being open has felt that life 
is beginning to be a bit more normal.

But, along with this, there have been pictures showing loads 

5. BIG NEWS FirstNews     Issue 774    

EDITOR’S COMMENT

Visit 

Get First News

TRY 3 ISSUES FOR £1

THIS
A TRIAL 

 
 

 per passenger than a train.

for. Boris Johnson has announced he will launch an independent 

RAMADANRAMADAN  
BEGINSBEGINS

TRIAL 
TIMEOUT

NEARLY 

Jess and Jannat, both aged eight, have 

outside their school.
, which can 

around schools during the school run.
 

 

 
. 

 
 

and concerns about the dangers of 

 
 

CLEAN AIR CLEAN AIR 
CAMPAIGNERSCAMPAIGNERS
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 XR protesters arrested

the windows that read: “In case of climate 

GREATER LONDON

CUMBRIA

WALES

UK
 Teens on energy board

board and have a say in how the company 

board at goodenergy.co.uk/goodfuture

company said the move will 

the switch to reusable paper 

WARWICKSHIRE

 Charity saved!

 Call for fair funding

UK

Oliver with mum Sarah

On the water with dad Gary

Protesters wore patches that read: 
 

broken promises”

 Coventry culture fund

that was supposed to open the city’s 
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PRESIDENT Joe Biden has announced 
plans for new rules designed to tackle 
gun violence in the United States.

GRETA Thunberg has told the BBC she isn’t 

Climate Change Conference.

THE sky has got darker, with 

BIDEN 
PROPOSES 
GUN LAWS

a team of archaeologists.

 

 

Just some of the 

the ruins of Aten DELAY COP26, DELAY COP26, 
SAYS GRETA SAYS GRETA 

Greta spoke at the 
climate march during 

WOW!WOW!

ANCIENT CITY 
DISCOVERED

The remains of 
skeletons have been 

discovered too



 
 LIKE many teenagers, Jake struggled to express 

 
self-esteem.
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NAME: JAKE   LIVES: UK

 French test failure

 Seal hunt begins

 Death of a ‘god’ 

 

 Border tensions

OUR WORLD

www.comicrelief.com/rednoseday

 

RUSSIA CANADA

 
VANUATU

 
CANADA

UKRAINE

JAPAN
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A NEW species of venomous snake has  
 

.
The Bungarus suzhenae or Suzhen’s krait is  

Legend 
.

SCIENTISTS

 suggests that 
than smaller males. 

SAY 

DO NOT DISTURB
A NEW

The 

 

 

 

 

The TTTh

SAY WHAT?WHAT?

ANTEATER ANTEATER 
ARRIVESARRIVES

MYTHICAL MYTHICAL 
SNAKESNAKE
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WHY DO SO 
MANY YOUNG 
KIDS HAVE TO  

WORK?

ALTHOUGH you may not always think you’re lucky to be able to go to school, even your worst days  

What do you think of when we use the phrase ‘child 
labour’? Doing the washing up? Taking the recycling out? 
For 152 million kids around the world, child labour means 

And we’re not talking old teenagers here – nearly half 
(48%) of the world’s child labourers are aged between 5 and 

There are many reasons why children are forced to work, 

Or if a family gets into debt (owing someone money), they 
could be forced to make their children work instead of 

If children don’t go to school, whether that’s because they 

Although some child labourers do go to school, 
 

First News has teamed up with                   show FYI and the                                       to make a series of videos 
for you to watch at home or at school, called I Don’t Get It  
to understand. This week, we’ve been looking into why millions of kids around the world have to work instead of go to school.

     he to

Kids – to learn more, you can watch the I Don’t Get It video on child labour at 

works smashing up bricks 
in Dhaka, Bangladesh

child labour is dangerous, but 

likely to be able to go to school

CHILD LABOUR

 “ “

labour in 2000, there are 94 million fewer 
kids in work

 73 million kids are doing work that is 

 2025 is the UN’s target for ending child 
labour, but current trends show that 121m 

 Between 2012 and 2016, child labour 

when it was falling everywhere else

 There are 23m more boys than girls 
in child labour, but it’s thought that girls 

working in homes rather than businesses 

 69% of child labourers are working 
unpaid for their own families, usually on 
small farms

 Many developed countries only became 

Archives says: “Child labour was vital to 
Britain’s economic success in the 19th 
century. In 1821, approximately 49% of 
the workforce was under 20,” and that 

CHILD LABOUR 
IN NUMBERS
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MOST of the molecules in a glass 
of water were formed more than 
4.5 billion years ago in the same 
cloud from which our sun and 
the planets formed.

That’s the conclusion of a new 
study by Dutch astronomer Ewine 
van Dishoeck and her team at Leiden 
University in the Netherlands. 

They looked at data gathered by  
the Herschel space observatory about 
water in interstellar clouds. Herschel 
was a giant telescope operated by  
the European Space Agency from  
2009 to 2013.

The researchers calculated that  
 

thousand oceans.
The study also describes the journey 

of water throughout the process 
of new stars forming. Most of the 

When a cloud collapses into new stars 
and planets, this water is preserved 

the building blocks for new planets.

study more water in the universe, 

the powerful James Webb Space 
Telescope at the end of this year.

DID YOU
KNOW? CARBON dioxide is a gas that we need for life on Earth, 

but too much of it in the atmosphere is a serious problem.

atmosphere and store it, either underground – by 
pumping it into deep rocks to stop it from escaping 
– or in wearable products like sunglasses!

capture CO2 and have built a mechanical tree with 

discover more in the Science Museum’s new free 

the Science Museum website.

infected with the virus can live a long and healthy life. But if 

has killed more than 30 million people worldwide. 

for decades. In the early days of the pandemic, there was 

predicted that a vaccine would be available in two years. 

another strain has formed that the vaccine is helpless against. 

 

The vaccine showed no safety problems, and 97% of 

 
 

out to be absolutely sure the vaccine works. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

an electron microscope

This report is from the Science Museum in London

blow your mind: 
there are more 

ways to arrange 
a deck of cards than there are 

atoms on Earth! Even though there are only 
52 cards in a pack, no-one has ever held the 

existence, the universe would end before you 

repeat arrangement of cards. Sounds ace to us!
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HOPE RISES FOR 
HIV VACCINE

FACT FILE
 

in Central Africa

hunted chimps, and came into contact with their blood

 This jump may have taken place as long ago as 

late 1970s

chickenpox, which are airborne
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H2OLD!
WATER IS ANCIENT
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REALLY WILD REALLY WILD 
BRITAINBRITAIN
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IF you go down to the woods today, what do you think you’ll see? A fox? A deer? A rabbit? How about a wallaby?! Wallabies are just one of the 
surprising species that can be found living in the wild right here in the UK. Check out these cool and unusual creatures you may just bump into! 

People in the south of the UK may be 

Also known as the ring-necked 
parakeet, the species comes from Asia 

around Surrey, moving further north 
each year. Experts believe there are now 

around 50,000 living wild in the UK. No-

but rumours included escapees from a 

even pets released by ’60s rock star Jimi 
Hendrix! A 2019 study said that a series 
of deliberate releases was more likely.

wallabies all over the UK, but there are 

A colony of wallabies live on the Isle 
of Man, and there is a smaller group on 

the island in the middle of Loch Lomond 
in Scotland. Kent also seems to be a hot 

the wild wallabies were originally pets 
or zoo animals that escaped.

We usually think of dolphins as 
living in warm, tropical waters, 
but if you’re lucky you can spot 
them in our seas too. 

and Scotland, but in recent years 

coast of Yorkshire all year round. 

DOLPHINSDOLPHINS

ROSE-RINGED ROSE-RINGED 
PARAKEETSPARAKEETS

RED-NECKED RED-NECKED 
WALLABIESWALLABIES

orkshire all yea
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m
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Wild boar have been seen in just 
about every part of the UK, with a 

Forest of Dean in Gloucestershire.

UK, but were wiped out around 700 

escapes from zoos have boosted the 

are mostly nocturnal and their numbers 

lucky to spot one.

WILD BOARWILD BOAR

Around 13,000 yellow-tailed 
scorpions can be found living in 
southeast England! 

It’s believed they made their way to 
the UK on ships in the 19th century, 

 
a famous colony living in Sheerness  
on the Isle of Sheppey in Kent.

 
can give a nasty bite if threatened!

SCORPIONSSCORPIONS
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There are at least 32 species of shark 
that can be found in UK waters, and 
this number is likely to increase as the 
sea temperature rises.

Some species live here all year round 
and some only visit during the summer 
months, like the basking shark, which is 

Cornwall when they visit between May 

on plankton and are no threat to 

and it is illegal to touch or harass one  

SHARKSSHARKS

At least 10% (but possibly even 40%) 
of the world’s Chinese water deer now 
live in the UK! 

 

numbers have been boosted thanks to 
 

CHINESE CHINESE 
WATER WATER 
DEERDEER

every county in the UK. 
They like clean rivers, wetlands and 

coastal areas, although they are quite 

 

 

OTTERSOTTERS

lizard in the UK – the common lizard, 
the sand lizard and the slow worm.

in your garden is great news as it means 

LIZARDSLIZARDS

There are three species of snake 
found in the UK, but only the adder  
is venomous. 

Adders are recognisable by their 
They’re usually seen in woodland and 

heathland between March and October, 

SNAKESSNAKES

SEALSSEALS

Two species of seal live in the UK 
all year round: the grey seal and the 
common (or harbour) seal. has just been launched to show people 

A study in 2010 found a small group 

These raccoon-like animals originate the group may have died out naturally  

COATISCOATIS



14. ENTERTAINMENT

GET READY
RIDE!TO TO 

RESTRICTIONS 

It’s all about terrifying drops and giant crocodiles 
at Chessington World of Adventures this year. 
The Croc Drop ride carries you 25.6m in the air 
before you plummet into the jaws of the giant 
croc Sobek. The park is also reopening its giant 
pirate ship, which was closed in 2020 for a 
refurbishment. Make sure you have your sea legs 
ready when you ride the Blue Barnacle! Both 
rides are open now.   

 

May. As well as Gangsta Granny: The Ride, 

around David Walliams books and characters. 

ride that takes you on an adventure as you help 
to steal the crown jewels. David Walliams has 
recorded some exclusive voice-overs for the ride 
as well!   

 
A magical new land will open at LEGOLAND 
Resort on 29 May. LEGO MYTHICA: World of 
Mythical Creatures has been designed by kids for 
kids, and is the biggest expansion to LEGOLAND 
since it opened. Standing at the centre of the 

two new drop rides called Fire & Ice Freefall, plus 
 

Paultons Park will transport you back to 

Tornado Springs. It features eight new rides and 

free-spinning rollercoaster of its type in the UK. 
There’s also a gyro swing called Cyclonator,  
a tractor ride, two drop towers and a water  
ride. Tornado Springs is open now.

Storm Chaser

 
Zog has landed at Warwick Castle to take visitors 
on a magical new 3D trail this summer. Join Zog 
to learn all the skills you need to become a fully-

summer you can take part in your very own 
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SHARE YOUR CREATIVITY 
AND GOOD VIBES WITH

SHARE YOUR CREATIVITY 
AND GOOD VIBES WITH

SHARE YOUR 
#VIDIYOVIBES!
SHARE YOUR 

#VIDIYOVIBES!

.
WHICH LEGO BANDMATE AND 

MUSIC GENRE IS THE ONE FOR YOU?
WHICH LEGO BANDMATE AND 

MUSIC GENRE IS THE ONE FOR YOU?.

?

?

?

?

?
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THE world-famous statue Christ the 
Redeemer in Rio de Janeiro may soon 
be only the second most famous 
statue of Jesus in Brazil.

BIG
THE

PICTURE
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 each one. And can you  nd the word that uses all the le  ers?
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WORD
LADDER

SEE if you can get from the top 
 

 
 

a new word.

GOES

BALD

8 7 5 4 1
9 7

5 1 2 3
7 2 1 3 6

8 1
1 8 6 5 7
8 5 1 6

6 9
6 9 2 1 5

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8

9

10 11

12

13 14

15 16

17

WIN! A SLIME SET
CAN you complete our crossword 
puzzle using the clues below?

Send in your answers and three lucky 
winners will win a pack of slime. Canal Toys’ 

your hands and have fun. Stretch and play, 

it’s alcohol free and kills 99% of bacteria.

WIN!WIN! SPIROGRAPH
DESIGN SETDESIGN SET
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O

Y
MG
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P
E

CAN you complete our sudoku puzzle, 

with a work surface and features a real metal die-cast #50 Spirograph wheel to 

ACROSS
1 Large shop (11)
6 A thought  
or plan (4)

8 Walk awkwardly (4)
9 Type of gymnast (7)

10 Follow on as a result (5)
11  
and easily (5) 
13 
15 Matured (4)
16 Ballet skirt (4)
17 Show (11)

DOWN
1 A country in Europe (11)
2 A request made in an urgent manner (4)
3 The engine in a car (5)
4 Use needles to make clothes out of wool (4)
5 

7 Blamed or held responsible for (7)
8 Biggest (7)
12 Opposite of shuts (5)
13 A group of players forming 
one side in a game (4) 
14 A large brass wind instrument (4)



COMPETITIONS: You can enter First News 1. Go to  
2. First News

 
First News  
First News

LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS:

 
 

3 1 4 9 7 2 8 5 6
7 5 9 8 6 1 4 2 3
6 8 2 3 5 4 9 7 1
2 3 1 6 8 5 7 9 4
9 4 8 2 1 7 3 6 5
5 6 7 4 3 9 2 1 8
4 7 5 1 9 3 6 8 2
8 9 3 5 2 6 1 4 7
1 2 6 7 4 8 5 3 9

19. PUZZLE FUN HOW TO ENTER:

S T U B B O R N

U E S E

N U D G E P O W E R

O O S R T U

O G R E R E A S O N

D G Y N

L I S T E N F E T E
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A N G I

N U I S A N C E

A

SPOT THE DIFFERENCE
CAN ? 

 

FirstNews
HAVE a go at our First Newss

WHAT HAVE WE 

LEARNED THIS WEEK?

1)2)  
3) 

5)  
6) 8)

1  A  
 

2 3 
 

?
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5 6 7  

8  

QUIZ
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E3 RETURNS!E3 RETURNS!
For years, E3 has been known as the place where 

all the biggest gaming announcements and the 

longer takes part in it, and in 2019 the organisers 

 

PLENTY OF PAC-MEN PACKED IN!
LAST  

 
 

Much like Tetris 99, the game pits you against 98 other 
Man

Unlike the classic experience, to win at 
99

 99 a go?

 
 

 

The Bleep AI would detect racist, sexist and other 

to allow users to pick and choose how much toxic and 

Bleep is a good idea?

BLEEP!BLEEP!

WIN! A
THE 

 

 

ENTER NOW! MARK YOUR ENTRY EARTH

BUNDLE

 

a)    b) Lava    
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A WOMAN with the world’s 

 

 

MOUSE 2 MOUSEMOUSE 2 MOUSE
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SHOPPERS 

YOU NAILED IT!

 

record of 865cm  

Redmond

BIG LIZARD 
SHOCKS 
SHOPPERS
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FOR MORE TIPS AND ACTIVITIES TO IMPROVE YOUR READING, WRITING, 
SPEAKING AND LISTENING AT HOME, VISIT WORDSFORLIFE.ORG.UK

N  Literacy Trust’sYOUR READS!
Cally knew for a fact that she had 

suddenly seen her dead mother alive 
and smiling again, although no-one 
believes her and thinks that she’s 

This frustrates Cally, who decides she 

starts following her; does it know she 
was telling the truth? 

the form of her new neighbour, who 

and will Cally ever speak again?
I would rate this book 3 out of 5 

since, even though the author was 

was somewhat predictable and 
 

A DOG CALLED HOMELESS  
SARAH LEAN

FIGHT 

Andy and Eddie are our Virtual School Library 

Visit the Virtual School Library from the 

Academy to read Climate Crisis for Beginners 
for free!

Andy and Eddie have recommended these 
books for you all:

 Earthsea by Ursula K Le Guin
 There Is No Planet B by 

Mike Berners-Lee
 Change Sings: A Children’s 

Anthem by Amanda Gorman
Step inside the library to watch an 

Eddie Reynolds, and read a Q&A!

HEAD TO FIRSTNEWS.CO.UK/HOMEIHUB 
TO FIND OUT MORE

FIRST NEWS HOME iHUB

HEAD TO FIRST

Try our award-winning, 
interactive, educational 

support and news platformUK/HOMEIHUB

PERFECT 
FOR YEAR 2  
TO YEAR 8

FIRST NEWS
HOME iHUB

 



24. SPECIAL REPORT  by Aaron Henderson FirstNews     Issue 774     16 – 22 April 2021

        STICK 
A SIGN UP!
Show your support for Earth Day 

Day weekend – and beyond!

CREATE A HOME
shelter to insects. There are loads of 
tutorials online that you can follow 

 
a home for the UK’s small mammals.

LET THE LAWN GROW

it becomes a lot more appealing to 
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HELPING HELPING 
THE EARTHTHE EARTH
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EARTH DAYEARTH DAY
22 APRIL22 APRILTHE presence of humans on the planet 

has caused an awful lot of damage; we’ve 

while hundreds of species are under threat 

not just because we care about the natural 

we need a healthy Earth to support all its 

US President Joe Biden has 
invited 40 world leaders to 
a virtual climate summit for 
Earth Day this year

A GLOBAL EVENT

On Earth Day 2016 the Paris Agreement climate 

country out in 2020. President Biden announced that 
the US would host a Leaders’ Climate Summit this 

PEOPLE-POWERED PROJECTS

Alexandria Villaseñor.

details on the Earth Day website.

 
to work together!

 

You can join in with Earth Day by heading 

HOW CAN 
I HELP?
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DONATE, DON’T DESTROY
When disposing of an old toy or electronic 

But there are loads of schemes to help you 
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First News team details available at . For editorial enquiries, contact  or (020) 3195 2000  or call 0330 333 0186. For school 
 or call (01371) 851 898. Web: 

 
First News

compostable wrapper, paper wrapper, cardboard wraps and boxes, depending on the order size. See 

NOTEBOOKS

RAINBOW 
SCENTED NOTEBOOK 
AMAZON.CO.UK  £10.99

band will keep all those thoughts and doodles 

TELL YOUR 
FRIENDS

TRY 3 ISSUES

FOR £1

 

 

FLUFFY SAND A5 NOTEBOOK 
SMIGGLE  £10.00

lined A5 notebook that 
comes with a secret 

 
hidden?

WHAT’S IN THE 

SHOPS?

WIN! WIN! A
COLOURING BUNDLE

?

ENTER NOW!ENTER NOW!  MARK YOUR ENTRY MARK YOUR ENTRY COLOURCOLOUR

 

colouring all summer long. 

A6 NOTEBOOKS – SET OF 3 
BETWEEN.CO.UK  £5.50

white pages, the notebooks come in three 
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SUBSCRIBE FOR SCHOOL – FIND OUT MORE AT SCHOOLS.FIRSTNEWS.CO.UK
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WE WANT TO 
HEAR WHAT  
YOU/YOUR 
SCHOOL IS UP TO
Write in to let us know what 
you’ve been up to lately! Have 

 
First News

Email your report 

First News 

parents had to juggle our learning 

moved into Year 5 and we were 
provided with a laptop from 

 

to do all my learning and lessons 
independently and at my own 
speed (and I get to wear my PJs  

as well as asking my mum if I need 

On a Friday morning I have two 

Frozen Planet  and 
Our Planet

I have also learnt how to do 
sign language and met a friend 

EASTER LITTER 
PICK

SNAPPED
JUNIOR
JOURNALIST

SCHOOL
NEWS

POSITIVE LOCKDOWN 
LEARNING

My brother and I take food to feed  
 

to talk to us and say thank you! 

your rubbish in the bins!
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New York Rangers and New York Islanders players get physical during their NHL clash. 
The Islanders won 3-2, and remain second in the East Division standings

Dutch rider Arvid de 
Kleijn of Rally Cycling 

Halvorsen of Norway 

during stage one of 
the Tour of Turkey Rowing Championships in Italy. They took gold in the women’s pair

SPORT IN
PICTURESPICTURES
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a race car!

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
www.F1inSchools.co.uk/
primary

 
 

 

 

SPORT IN
NUMBERS
10

67

31

Red Bull engineers at work on the 
pit wall during a Formula 1 race

You can build your own car using the starter kit

GET 
SET, 
GO! Reigning F1 champion 

Lewis Hamilton 

THIS 
giving you and your classmates the chance to design a motor racing car.
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