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Thousands of people will be taking to local pavements 
and parks to raise their voices for climate action.
They are being invited to walk 1.5km – representing the 
1.5°C global temperature rise that all nations have agreed 
to as an upper limit for global warming.
The march aims to remind world leaders of the 
importance of cutting carbon emissions steeply in the 
next nine years. By the time leaders gather in Glasgow for 
COP26, at least 10,000 people should have taken part in 
the 1.5km march. 
Meanwhile, there is some good news about action for  
the planet.
For instance, new windfarm installations are expected to 
double to record global levels this year, says a report from 
the Global Wind Energy Council (GWEC, see p10).
One of these is the Dogger Bank offshore windfarm, off the 

northeast coast of England. It will use the biggest turbines 
in the world, producing enough renewable electricity to 
power 4.5m UK homes.
In other developments, the world’s largest facility 
designed to suck carbon dioxide out of the air and store it 
permanently underground – called carbon capture – has 
started running.
The system, named Orca, was built by Switzerland’s 

4,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide out of the air every year, 
equal to the emissions from about 870 cars. 
And, over in the Netherlands, politicians are looking 
at plans to force hundreds of farmers to cut livestock 
numbers, to reduce damaging ammonia pollution. 
The Netherlands has one of Europe’s largest livestock 
industries, with more than 100 million cattle, chickens and 
pigs. Environmentalists have welcomed the plans, saying 
this could be the shape of things to come across Europe.

by editor in chief Nicky Cox MBE



Google has been illegally 
underpaying thousands of workers 
in several countries, The Guardian 
has revealed. The report says that 
executives at Google have been 
aware of illegally low wages for 
temporary workers for more than 
two years. It says the company 
failed to stick to local laws in the 
UK, Europe and Asia but delayed 
correcting the problem, instead 
working to cover it up. Google has 
admitted its failings since the report 
was published. Chief compliance 

going to make it right.”

A tiny lizard managed to travel 4,000 
miles (6,437km) from Barbados in 
the Caribbean to the UK, hiding in 

since named Barbie, was discovered 
by Lisa Russell as she unpacked 

Instead, Barbie is being cared for  
by a specialist reptile keeper.

the beach in Morecambe Bay, 

it will attract a million tourists each 
year. There is already an Eden 

outdoor gardens and big domes  
full of plants from around the  
world. The idea is to connect  
people with nature.

A father of a boy who died at school 
has welcomed Government plans 

in schools. In 2011, Oliver King died 

know he had. His life may have been 

an electric shock to restart the heart, 

Mark has been campaigning for the 
machines to be provided in schools 

been over-promised and under-
delivered for the past ten years. 

he is going to [put the devices in all 

radio and TV interviews in three 

I am giving him 12 months to do this 
and I am not letting up on him until 
he has done it.”

NEW EDEN PROJECT

VOTE CALLS TO 
STOP DEEP-SEA 
MINING

URBAN NATURE

SPECIAL NEEDS CRISIS
A report by the National Association 
of Head Teachers says that 97% 
of English schools that responded 
receive too little funding to support 
special needs pupils. Head teacher 

is beyond crisis in schools – it is 
sucking the money from budgets.” 
A Government review aimed to 
improve things, but teachers and 
parents are concerned that they 
had no input into the review. 

A study from the University of 

share personality traits with 
humans. After collecting data over 
three years, researchers found that 

can be bold, aggressive, athletic 
and sociable. The study says bolder, 

territory, but their risky behaviour 
may also make them vulnerable to 

Lead author Jaclyn Aliperti says she 

SQUIRREL STUDY

GOOGLE PAY ROW
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OZ PM CRITICISED

of the country was in lockdown. The 

say they approved due to Mr 

worker”. However, many view it as an 
example of double standards, with 
one rule for the general population 
and another for those in charge.

SQUIRREL SCOUTS 

LIZARD HAS A HOLIDAY

loves to try new things, then they 
might be interested to hear that the 

areas of the UK that have been hit 

have outdoor adventures, make 

response to Ofsted research that 
found that younger children have 
returned to nursery and early-years 

anxious after lockdowns.

There has been overwhelming 
support for a ban on deep-
sea mining after a vote at a 
biodiversity summit. The world 
congress of the International 
Union for Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN) took place in 
Marseilles, France, and saw 
many governments voting 
against mining the seabed. The 
summit accepted concerns from 
scientists that deep-sea mining 
would cause permanent loss 
of biodiversity – the variety of 
living things on Earth – and the 
long-term effects on our oceans 
were not known. In a vote of 
governments and government 
agencies, 81 voted for the ban, 
18 voted against it and 28 
abstained (decided not to vote). 
The UK was one of the countries 
that abstained.
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The Natural History Museum has 
a new education programme 
called Explore: Urban Nature. 
To launch the project, teachers 
can sign up their classes to 
complete a health check of a 
local tree, looking for evidence 
of common pests and diseases. 
The programme will run over 
the next three years, providing 
people aged 9 to 14 with exciting 
opportunities to dig into what 
urban nature is, what it does 
and what you can do to support 
it. For more information and to 
enter the tree health competition 
before 2 October, head to  
nhm.ac.uk/schools/explore-
urban-nature.

Fire and smoke alarms went off 
in the Russian segment of the 

of smoke and burnt plastic may 
have been caused by recharging 
batteries. Thankfully, the crew 

 
went back to normal. It follows 
another issue back in July, when  
the thrusters of a Russian space 

 
out of position.

SPACE TROUBLES
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Vaccines Minister Nadhim Zahawi made the decision 

the rollout could prevent around 30,000 infections 

 

numbers low, the Government hasn’t ruled out a 

This could 
include 

vaccine 
passports, or even 

 

SPORT BAN FOR 
AFGHAN WOMEN

 

CHILDREN

 

SUPER 
MATERIAL CAN 
RESURFACE 
ROADS

with us to all of our football 
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GIANT pumpkins are lined up ready for weighing at the Krewelshof Eifel 
pumpkin festival.

A BRONZE sculpture of Wallace and Gromit has been unveiled by the 
animated duo’s creator Nick Park. Based on the cheese-loving inventor and 
his loyal companion as they appeared in The Wrong Trousers, the bench 
sculpture has taken pride of place in Nick’s home town of Preston.

LOHMAR, 
GERMANY

A SHOOTING star crossing the sky, with the Milky Way rising over the three 
towers of the ruins of the Castle of Gálvez.

TOLEDO, 
SPAIN

NEW YORK, 
USA

CALIFORNIA, USA
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A SCULPTURE by Danger Dave titled Damien Hirst Looking For Sharks is 
shown at the SWELL Sculpture Festival, which features 65 large sculptures 
installed along Currumbin Beach on the Gold Coast.

QUEENSLAND, 
AUSTRALIA

PRESTON, 
UK
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THE Tribute in Light is illuminated above lower Manhattan and One World 
Trade Center on the 20th anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist attacks.
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SURFING dogs take part in the 16th annual Surf Dog Surf-A-Thon.
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TEETH 
TOOTH decay has been a 
problem for primates for 54 
million years! Scientists have 
discovered that even Microsyops 
latidens, a prehistoric primate, 
had to deal with cavities caused 
by sugars or acids in its diet. 
The creature’s teeth are the 
oldest known evidence of dental 
cavities in any mammal, say 
the experts at the University of 
Toronto Scarborough, Canada.

BAKE OFF 
FANS 
THE Great British Bake Off is here 
again! This year’s series will 
launch on 21 September. Paul 
Hollywood (below right) and Prue 
Leith will return as judges, with 
Noel Fielding and Matt Lucas on 
hosting duties. Twenty-year-old 
Peter Sawkins became the show’s 
youngest ever winner last year. 
Who will take the crown this year?

FIRST NEWS is getting ready for the COP26 
climate conference that’s being held in 

Glasgow in November. We will be hearing from children on each 
of the world’s inhabited continents about how climate change 

is already affecting them. If there’s anything you want us to 
pass on to the world leaders who will gather at COP26, write to 

EDITOR’S  
COMMENT

RESEARCHERS 
The skin can change its colours to match its surroundings, just like chameleons. 
It is less than 100 micrometres thick – thinner than a human hair!
The team used a special liquid crystal ink to create the material, which is 
made up of several layers of tiny heaters. Then they placed it onto a robot with 
colour-detecting sensors. When the robot walks over different environments, its 
skin almost instantly changes to match the background.
Dr Seung Hwan Ko, a mechanical engineering professor at 
Seoul National University, explained the technology 
to Reuters news agency: “The colour information 
detected by sensors is transferred to a 
microprocessor and then to silver nanowire 
heaters. Once the heaters reach a certain 
temperature, the thermochromic liquid  
crystal layer changes its colour.”
The research was published in Nature 
Communications and could lead the way for 

THE Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) has 
launched a huge campaign to get gardeners 

The charity is encouraging the UK’s 30 million 
gardeners to carry out activities in their own green 
spaces, such as planting trees, using rainwater to 
water plants and planting blooms for pollinators. 
It’s hoped the move will help to cut greenhouse 
gas emissions and boost wildlife, in turn tackling the 
climate and nature crises. 
New research by the RHS shows that if every gardener plants a medium-sized 
tree and nurtures it until it’s fully grown, it would store the carbon equivalent of 
driving 11 million times round the planet! 
The gardening campaign is the biggest of its kind since Dig For Victory during 
World War Two. Then, people were encouraged to grow their own food to help 
deal with food shortages. 

RHS LAUNCH 
GARDENING ARMY

SCIENTISTS have discovered a new gigantic dinosaur with  

The beast was unearthed in Uzbekistan and is thought to have lived 90 
million years ago. Now, it is known as Ulughbegsaurus uzbekistanensis. 
A fossilised jawbone of the dinosaur has helped scientists to learn more 
about it. They believe it was eight metres long and weighed more than  

times heavier than the tyrannosaurs around at that time (although 
nowhere near as big as species like T-rex, which came along later).
It belonged to a group of shark-toothed dinosaurs called 
carcharodontosaur.

 
in Uzbekistan in the 1980s. It only was rediscovered by scientists at 
a museum in 2019, who decided to take a closer look.
The study was published in the journal Royal Society Open Science. 

ARTIFICIAL SKIN CREATED
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A DEBATE has begun around whether parents and carers 
should share pictures of children heading back to school, 
after an expert said it could be dangerous.
Dr Jessica Taylor, founder of charity Victim Focus, said 
that back-to-school pictures can give away lots of crucial 
information about your location. 
She warned that this information could be used by dangerous 
people. However, lots of people disagreed and said that  
Dr Taylor was scaremongering (spreading fear).
We want to know what you think! Answer our poll, and leave  
a comment with your thoughts.

OFFICIALS

fast” to catch.

Amal met the Pope at the Vatican’s San 
Damaso Courtyard of the Apostolic Palace, 
alongside lots of children.
They came together after Amal had a 
meeting with the Vatican Cardinal Michael 
Czerny, who works at the Migrants and 
Refugees Section of the Vatican’s Dicastery 
(department) for 
Promoting Integral 
Human Development.
“Amal is big and 
beautiful, and meeting 
her is a pleasure,” 
Cardinal Czerny told 
Vatican News. “But she 
immediately reminds us 
that meeting vulnerable 
migrants, insecure 
workers, and asylum 
seekers in our midst 
requires more than  
just a glance.”
Little Amal is now 
continuing her journey 
through Italy.

PUPPET 
MEETS 
POPE

SHOULD YOUR 
PARENTS SHARE 
YOUR BACK-TO- 
SCHOOL PICTURES?

POPE Francis has met with Little Amal, 

might have had more luck in capturing the creatures: “We’re winning their 

They plan to box them in around the feeding station, tranquillise them and  
take them back to the farm.

Space Station (ISS) in October.
 

which they’ll do by using amateur radio equipment. 
A school-wide competition was held to pick the questions that the students will 
ask, with the top ten chosen by teachers and staff.
Pupils will each ask one of these top questions to the astronaut, whose answers 
will be turned into subtitles for the students.
Mr Ayling, a science teacher at the school, said: “I think it is very important to 
our deaf pupils, as it shows whatever your challenges with communication 
there is no limit to what you can achieve. The sky is not the limit.”
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YOUR 
SAY!

WE wanted to know whether you were eating 
less meat than you were a year ago, after 
Compassion in World Farming (CIWF) urged the 
Government to take action to reduce the levels 
of meat and dairy being eaten. More than half 
(57%) of you answered you were eating less, 
while around 40% said that your diet hasn’t 
changed. Here are some of your comments…

Join in the conversation and vote at 

puddingfan

IT’S the seventh year for the global teaching award, 
which offers a spectacular $1 million (£720,000) in 
prize money to the winner.

SCIENCE’S strangest awards have returned, 
with prizes given out to the quirkiest 
research of the year.
At the virtual event, winners of real Nobel prizes 
handed out ten Ig Nobel awards to scientists, 
economists, doctors and mathematicians from 
all over the world, for their studies that make you 
smile then make you think.
Professor David Carrier received the Ig Nobel 
Peace Prize this year for his research into whether 
humans have beards because it protects their 

To study this theory, Professor Carrier and his 
team covered a bone-like material with sheep 

that hairy skin absorbs more energy than smooth 
skin, so beards do offer some protection.
The Transportation Prize went to a group  
who discovered that the best way to airlift  
a tranquillised rhinoceros is upside down.
Robin Radcliffe, from Cornell University, worked 
with the Namibian Ministry of Environment, 
Forestry & Tourism to hang 12 rhinos upside down 
for ten minutes so they could study the effects it 
had on the animals.

rhinos to be upside down, and was in fact better 

The Ig Nobel for economics went to Pavlo 
Blavatskyy from Montpellier Business School, who 
researched whether there was a link between the 
weight of a country’s politicians and the level of 
corruption (dishonest and illegal acts).
Then there was the Chemistry Prize, which went 
to Professor Jonathan Williams, an atmospheric 
chemist at the Max Planck Institute. With his 
colleagues, Prof Williams found that cinema 
audiences release different odours depending  
on what they’re seeing on screen.
This meant that they could detect whether an 
audience was watching a scary movie for grown-

The shortlist of 50 teachers from all over the world includes two 
British teachers: David Swanston, who teaches visually impaired 
children to play rugby at St Vincent’s School in Liverpool, and Cat 
Davison, who helped to create a network of 42 community-led 
solar-powered libraries in Ghana, called EduSpots.
They’ll be up against teachers from all over the world, including 
physics teacher Askhat Zhumabekov from Kazakhstan, who works 
to make sure his teaching is tailored to each student.

GLOBAL TEACHER 
PRIZE SHORTLIST 
ANNOUNCED CLEAN UP THE  

WORLD WEEKEND 
17-19 SEPTEMBER
RECYCLE WEEK 
20-26 SEPTEMBER
ZERO EMISSION DAY 
21 SEPTEMBER
WORLD CAR-FREE DAY 
22 SEPTEMBER

DIARY DATES
THIS week, there are loads of 
great climate-focused events 
taking place! Will you be getting 
involved in any of them?
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THE BEST THE BEST 
OF THIS OF THIS 
YEAR’S YEAR’S 
WACKIEST WACKIEST 
AWARDSAWARDS

Me and my family are 
starting to try out new, 
yummy and vegetarian 
meals to help make 
ourselves and the 
world healthier.

I am eating roughly the 
same amount of meat 
as last year, but am 
doing other things to 
help the environment.

youssiano7

I have been eating a very similar amount (having 

wouldn’t want to get rid of it although we should 
be mindful of how much we are consuming.

politics21

jedorjok21

I had not realised 
eating meat 
had such a big 
impact on the 
planet so now I 
am trying to only 
eat chicken or 
if I do eat meat, 
then only very 
high quality 
locally sourced 
cuts that are 
not from the 
supermarket.



 Muppets creator 
honoured
Jim Henson, the creator of The 
Muppets, has been given a blue 
plaque at his old home in north 
London. The puppeteer, originally 
from America, is famous for 
introducing us to characters such 
as Kermit the Frog and Miss Piggy. 
He bought his house in Hampstead 
in 1979, after hearing that his 
programme The Muppet Show was 
going to air on British TV. Henson 
died in 1990, but the blue plaque has 
now been put up by English Heritage 
to remember him and his work. 

 A scorching 
September
Wales has recorded its hottest 
September night on record. The Met 

had Wales’s highest overnight 
temperature, with a minimum of 

Denbighshire, in 1949. Scotland also 
had its hottest September day since 

in the Scottish Borders reached 

didn’t last though, as thunderstorms 
hit the UK just days later.

 New national park
Scotland is getting a new national 
park. It’ll be the third in the country, 

Lomond & the Trossachs. The exact 
location for the park will be decided in 
the next few years, but the news means 
a new area in the countryside will be 
given special protected status. This 
isn’t just good for nature, but also for 
wildlife and the local economy too, as 
it is likely to bring in lots more visitors. 
Did you know there are currently 15 
National Parks in the UK? 

LONDONWALES & 
SCOTLAND

 Doggy day out
A dog hopped aboard a bus and decided to 
make his own way into town, after escaping from 
his owner. Patch the dog was caught riding solo 
on the 21 bus, but his fellow passengers were 
quick to realise and got him some help. After a 

he was reunited with his human. The company 
certainly enjoyed having its four-legged 
passenger though, posting on Facebook: “We get 
some odd things in lost property, but today was a 
particularly odd tail…”

 Protection for seabirds 
A new £4.5 million project has been launched 

threat from brown rats and ferrets. Over the 

the predators from the island to help protect 

Tomorrow, could also see the return of species 
that haven’t lived on the island for years.

RATHLIN ISLAND

 New rules to  
help rainforests
WWF is calling on the Government to 
set some new rules for banks, in order to 
protect the world’s rainforests. The charity 

groups lend money or invest in companies 
that threaten the Brazilian and Indonesian 
rainforests. These companies cut down trees 
and disturb nature in the production of things 
like beef, palm oil and soy. This deforestation 
also contributes to climate change. WWF is 
urging for stricter checks to be put in place. 

SCOTLAND

PLYMOUTH

UK

Cairngorms National Park 
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IN the last few years, the term ‘fake news’ has become part of our everyday 
vocabulary. In this week’s I Don’t Get It
news, learn the reasons behind it, discover the effect fake news is having on us, and 
how widespread the problem is.

First News has teamed up with                 show FYI and the                                              to make a series of videos for you 
to watch at home or at school, called I Don’t Get It  
This week, we’ve been looking into just how fake news has changed our view of news in the media.

         he to

Join in the discussion and set 
up an FYI News Club in your 

school! Ask your teacher to go 
to  to 

 
FYI News Clubs.

In an effort to stop people sharing fake 
news, Twitter has introduced a pop-up 
that asks users if they are sure they want 
to share an article they haven’t read yet
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Kids – to learn more, you can watch the I Don’t Get It video on fake news at 
 

educational resources at 

 83% of people believe fake news 
negatively affects their country’s 
politics, while 80% of people are 
convinced that fake news has  
a negative effect on other 
countries’ politics.

 57% of global internet users of all 
ages consider false information or 
fake news to be a major concern.

 A 2021 survey found that 53% of 
people worldwide trust traditional 
media. While this is more than half 
the world’s population, it’s down 
from 61% in 2020.

FAKE NEWS  
IN NUMBERS

G
et

ty

iS
to

ck

FAKE FAKE NEWSNEWS

Fake news is usually used to describe a news story 
that has been made up or exaggerated, in an attempt 

Typically, the most common types of fake news are 
political, and fake news has been blamed for interfering 

attempted to storm the headquarters of the Medicines 
and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA)  

 

A recent study has found that people are much 
more likely to share or engage with fake news and 

Grenoble Alpes looked at posts published on 2,500 

They found that posts from sources known for  
 

likes, shares and interactions than the posts made  

Facebook said the study only tracked engagement, 

getting your news from places that you 
can trust, like FYI and First News
You can also request a free digital  
copy of our Making Sense Of The News 
Special Edition at 
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 Compulsory vaccine rule
President Joe Biden has introduced new rules that 
force all employees at businesses with more than 

100 workers to be 
vaccinated or tested 
for the coronavirus 
weekly. Workers at 
health facilities that 
receive government 
money and 
companies that work 
with the government 
will have to be fully 
vaccinated. In total, 
the new rules affect 
around 100 million 
people. The decision 
has been praised by 
American medical 
associations, but 
many of Mr Biden’s 
opponents say the 
rules go too far. 

USA
 New missile test

North Korean media has said that the country 

missile. South Korea has said its military was 
studying the launches with the US. North Korea 
described the missile as “a strategic weapon of 

mean it’s capable of carrying a nuclear bomb. The 
launch coincided with the celebrations of the 73rd 
anniversary of when the country was founded.

NORTH KOREA

 Acapulco earthquake’s lights
Last week, a powerful earthquake struck Mexico’s 
southern coast, close to the resort of Acapulco. The 
7.0 magnitude quake could be felt around 370km 
(230 miles) away in Mexico City, sending residents 
and tourists into the streets, where they witnessed 
a rare phenomenon known as earthquake lights 
(EQL). These can appear as either balls of light or 
lightning in the sky, or a steady glow. Researchers 
aren’t certain what causes EQL, but some believe it’s 
caused by friction between moving rocks creating 
electrical activity, while others say it might just be 
caused by shaking power lines.

MEXICO

evacuated from their homes in the Costa del Sol region 
on the southern coast of Spain. Soldiers have been sent 

 Windfarm boom
The Global Wind Energy Council 
(GWEC) has said that the number 
of windfarms installed per year is 
rising fast, largely thanks to a rush 
in investment from China. For the 
third year in a row, China installed 
more offshore turbines than any 
other country. It’s expected that 
China will move past the UK as the 
world’s biggest offshore wind market 
by the end of the decade. However, 
the GWEC said that the world has 
only installed 2% of the offshore wind 
capacity that is needed to avoid the 
worst impacts of climate change.

SOMETHING’S 
DIFFERENT…
You’ve probably noticed 
that this issue looks a bit 
different to last week’s!
We’ve updated our 
look, and that means a 
change to the map we’re 
using on this page to the 
more accurate Robinson 
projection. It’s something 
we’ve had a lot of requests 
for (special shout-out to 
Christ Church Primary 
School in London).
Let us know what you 
think of the new map 
by dropping us a line at 

.
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 How do you rate 
the UK Government’s 
response to COVID  
so far?
It’s been really frustrating 
to watch, because it’s very 
reactive – they wait until 
things get really bad and 
then they do something. 
The longer you wait, the 
longer your lockdown has 
to be, and the harsher it has to be. And we’ve now 
done this three times in the UK, and other countries 
in Europe and America have done similar things. 
What’s frustrating is that there have been so few 
attempts to seriously prevent it.
The other thing that’s happened in the West is that 
we like “techno solutions”. Part of that is waiting for 
a vaccine, but also things like an app for contact 
tracing, the ventilator challenge for hospitals.  
Things that feel like you’re doing something and  
are quite techie, but actually are not addressing  

 
and then supporting people to isolate if they might 
be infectious. 
It requires logistics [organisation]. It requires people 
on the ground. It’s basic public health work, which 
we haven’t done. We have one of the least effective 
contact tracing systems, not least because we offer 

those required to isolate.

 Is there a danger that people think the 
pandemic is over? 
People keep thinking it’s over and people want it 
to be over and so they don’t want to believe that 
it’s getting bad. That happened last summer. It 
happened in the autumn after the November 
lockdown.

middle of May, and while we’re seeing far fewer 

hospitalisations and deaths than we would without 
vaccination, we are now seeing about 1,000 people 
being admitted to hospital every day with COVID and 
many more will develop long-term symptoms even if 
they don’t need hospital. 
If Alpha – which was the variant that was dominant 
from January to March – was still dominant, we 

more infectious and more resistant to vaccines that 
we’re in the situation we’re in now.
By allowing tens of thousands of new cases a day, 
we’re running a big risk of new variants emerging 
– and it’s not just us, it’s much of Europe and North 
America doing the same thing.

 It’s a global pandemic, so does  
it require a global response?
Well, it absolutely 
does need a 
global response, 
but it’s not 
realistic to 
expect one. If 
we’ve not had it 
yet, it’s not going 
to suddenly 
happen. 
We are in a 
situation now 
where the rich countries have effectively bought 
their way into some kind of normal life through 
vaccination, and poorer countries can’t. 
A lot of the African countries are in real trouble,  
and they don’t have the resources to deal with it.  
So in many countries in Africa, Asia and South 
America, you have people who die because they 
can’t get oxygen. 
That’s happening every day, but we don’t seem to 
care very much about it. It’s a tragedy for people in 
those countries, but it also means that, as long as 
the epidemic is growing in some countries, you’re 
never going to be over it. It can always come back  
to haunt us. 

 Can COVID-19 be eradicated (got rid of)?
I don’t think we can eradicate COVID – we haven’t 
managed it with polio, where we have a really good 
vaccine and it’s less infectious, so we’re probably not 
going to do it with COVID.
But if we can just get it down to levels where it’s more 
manageable, a bit like measles, then that is where  
I would like to see it. We do get outbreaks every now 
and again with measles, when vaccination falls 
below a certain threshold – so then public health 
[workers] go in and they do contact tracing and they 
have a vaccination surge. To get to that stage, we 
probably do need fewer than 1,000 cases a day.

every winter and thousands of deaths. And it doesn’t 

countries like New Zealand and Singapore, 
where cases have been kept low? 
I think they’ve got it right for slightly different 
reasons. The South Asian countries like Thailand, 
Korea, Japan, China, they all experienced SARS [a 
coronavirus that broke out in Asia in 2003]. The SARS 
epidemic meant they have much more awareness 
of what an epidemic looks and feels like. And they 
had practised their public health measures like 
contact tracing, isolation, and people got used  
to wearing face masks.
So they had that experience ready to go, whereas 
we didn’t, and we dismissed it in the West and felt 
we had nothing to learn. I think that’s wrong. People 
say: “Oh, it’s only small countries”. China is a billion 
people! And they pretty much stopped COVID. 
And you may not like what they did, but we can 
learn from it and they did it through really effective 
contact tracing and testing and short lockdowns.

 When will normality return? 
Not this winter, but hopefully next summer.

“COVID NEEDS A  
GLOBAL RESPONSE”

Professor 
Christina Pagel

Two women register for a COVID-19 jab in 
Kajiado, Kenya. Only around 3% of Africa’s 

population is fully vaccinated

of operational research at University College London. Here’s part two of the professor’s 
thoughts on the COVID-19 situation in the UK and around the world – and when the 
pandemic might be under control. 

“P

IT’S been used in astronauts’ suits, guitar 
strings and surgery, but did you know that 

Nylon is a silk-like material invented in 1935 by chemist 
Wallace Carothers. After spending years experimenting with 
melting together different natural materials to create something new, he made nylon. It was 

useful for women’s stockings, as it was less fragile and cheaper than silk. The demand for 

and they went on for almost a year.

This report is from the Science Museum in London
SCIENTISTS have raised the money they 
need to bring back the woolly mammoth.
The genetic science company Colossal  
says it has $15 million (£11 million) of funding 
required to create an elephant-mammoth 
hybrid (mixture or cross). 
Colossal plans to produce lab-based embryos 
that carry mammoth DNA from frozen 
specimens of the ancient animals, which died 
out around 4,000 years ago. These embryos would then be carried 

womb, until birth. 

A MAMMOTH COMEBACK!

A mammoth 
skeleton

hospital in Brazil

Nylon on a loom Sc
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WE’VE got a Kindle Kids to give away to one very lucky reader this 
week – and the winner will also get £100 worth of National Book Tokens and 
12 months of free access to Amazon Kids+, with access to over 1,000 books!
The Kindle Kids is built especially for reading, with a black and white glare-free display 
and a battery that lasts for weeks. And with Amazon Kids+, you can dive into thousands 
of popular titles, including the entire Harry Potter series, 
Geek Girl and Billionaire Boy.
Plus with £100 worth of National Book Tokens to spend on 
books of your choice, you won’t be short of reading material 
for a very long time!
To get your hands on this bumper book bonanza, 
we just need you to answer this one question. 
Choose wisely!

More 
magical 

book 
news!

ALL you bookworms should also make sure you check out next 
week’s issue of First News, which will be packed with loads of 
awesome stuff for word-lovers.
For starters, the lovely Rob Biddulph (above) will be teaching us how  
to draw Peanut Jones, the lead character from his ace new novel.  
A First News reader who’s a big fan of Rob’s work also got to interview 

Kid 
Normal
more about their new book, The Great Dream Robbery.
There’ll be loads more great stuff on top of that, so make sure you  
pick up a copy of next week’s issue, out on Friday 24 September!
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ENTER NOW! 
MARK YOUR ENTRY KINDLE

Prince Caspian is a famous novel 
by which author?

Enid Blyton     JK Rowling     CS Lewis

NEXT 
WEEK!

,

WIN!WIN!  AN AN 
AMAZING AMAZING 
BOOK BUNDLE!BOOK BUNDLE!



A COLONY of rare, greater horseshoe bats is under threat 
after setting up home in West Sussex. 
The breeding colony has settled in a disused stable in the area, 100km 
(62 miles) away from their usual habitats in Devon and Dorset. The 
land the stable is on is now up for sale, so the Sussex Bat Group and 
the Vincent Wildlife Trust have launched an urgent appeal to try and 
buy the land to save the bats. 
Greater horseshoe bats haven’t been seen in West Sussex for more 
than 100 years, so the breeding colony is hugely important for the 
species, which saw a huge drop in its population in the 20th century. 

www.vwt.org.uk.

A RARE Sumatran laughingthrush 
chick has hatched at the Wild Place 
Project in Bristol, after a few years of 
breeding attempts. 
The young chick is doing extremely well 

at the Wild Place Project hope this chick is 

the future of the species. 
The Sumatran laughingthrush is an 
incredibly rare species of songbird, which 
can only be found on the Indonesian 
island of Sumatra. They are highly sought 
after in the illegal pet trade, due to their 
beautiful song, but experts fear there may 
be fewer than 10,000 birds left in the wild.

Every year volunteers all over the UK meet to 
collect rubbish and other debris from the UK’s 
beaches. The litter collected is catalogued 
and the data is added to a global database 
that is part of the International Coastal 
Cleanup, a global initiative to help stop 
rubbish reaching the oceans. 
The data collected each year looks at 
the kind of rubbish that is polluting British 
beaches and coastal areas, as well as the 
amount of it. During last year’s Great British 
Beach Clean, a whopping 151,422 pieces of 
litter were collected by volunteers. Plastic and 
polystyrene pieces were the most commonly 

found items, although face masks and other 
PPE (personal protective equipment) items 
were found on 30% of beaches surveyed.
If you want to get involved in a beach clean 
this year, you can join one organised by the 
MCS or register to do your own. If you can’t 
make it to a beach you can still support the 
initiative by looking at litter found inland and 
closer to home. Litter on streets will often end 
up in waterways, which can then get washed 
out to sea.

you at www.mcsuk.org.

APPEAL FOR BATS

THIS week marks the start of the Marine Conservation Society’s (MCS) Great British 
Beach Clean, which is calling for families to get involved from 17 to 26 September. 

THE BIG 
BEACH 
CLEAN  
IS BACK!
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VISITORS to ZSL London Zoo got a surprise this week, when 
they spotted three giant Galápagos tortoises racing 
across the zoo to their new home. 
Dolly, Polly and Priscilla took the giant walk across the zoo as they 
moved into the state-of-the-art Giants of the Galápagos exhibit. 

(stopping occasionally for snacks), with Polly taking 69 minutes 
to reach her destination, beating Priscilla by just two minutes! 
Dolly took her time, arriving 81 minutes after she started. 
The brand-new Giants of the Galápagos exhibit opens on 
9 October.

RACING GIANTS!
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  What can you tell us about the  
new show?
Nova Jones is about a loveable diva, her 
younger sister, who is also her manager, and 
the crew. They are on board their spaceship, 
The Jefferson, which is on a tour of the galaxy. 

  What was it like playing Nova and are 
there any similarities between you  
and her?

exaggeration of what a pop star is. It’s basically 
the role of my dreams, honestly. Since I was 
little I’ve always wanted to be a pop star, so to 
get to play her is just perfect. And I get to sing 
all the amazing songs, which is just brilliant. 

  Are there any pop stars who have 
inspired the way you play her?

there, and Sia with the big crazy bows in her 

 

  The show is so bright 
and colourful – tell us 
about Nova’s costumes!

Oh, they are out of 
this world, ha ha 

ha! They are 
absolutely 

amazing 
and it was 

so much 
fun to go 
into the 
costume 

department and see what 
they had in store for me. Even the 

to me coming out and seeing 
what costume I had on that day. 

wear and they were so happy for me to 
try different things because it was all about 

  You act and sing in your role as Nova, 
so how was that?
I’ve always wanted to perform. I went to theatre 
school and I loved doing drama and stuff but 
I was focusing on my music. Then this crazy 
opportunity came up to audition for the role of 
Nova and it has just been the best experience. 

  What part of making the show did  
you enjoy most: the performances or  
the acting scenes?
Oh, that is so hard. I love to sing and that is my 
favourite thing to do. All the songs are pretty 
awesome and pretty much songs that will stay 

acting part was something new for me it was 
 

out and that was quite a challenge, which was 
a lot of fun for me. 

  The show features lots of original 
songs, so would you like to see a Nova 
Jones album out there?

I Can 
because it is so feelgood and it has such a nice 

message. It also pushed me vocally as it was 
quite a tough song to sing, but I loved that  
I could get up there and get those notes.

  Since the show is set in outer space, 
how do you feel about space travel and 
would you like to try it?
I mean, now I’m so big [famous] in space, I feel 

that would be something different. 

 
 

it out to be on the show! 

  What about aliens? Do you 
believe in them and have you 
ever had an extraterrestrial experience? 

something out there. Surely there has to be? 

Earth, just imagine what else could be out there 
in the universe…

SINGER Molly Rainford takes the lead role in the cosmic new CBBC series 
Nova Jones. It follows Nova, an intergalactic pop princess who is on tour in 

space adventure. 

Nova Jones rockets onto CBBC every Wednesday at 5pm from 22 September.  
The whole series is also available to watch on BBC iPlayer. AWWW!

AWWW!
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  What can people expect when they come to see your new show?
They can expect a hugely fun and interactive show that kids and their 
chosen adults will enjoy. Jokes, mouth-made music, and we even create  
a song of the day with sounds that we get from the audience!

  Do you have a favourite part of the show?
The knock-knock joke section is my favourite. We have upgraded the 
knock-knock joke by adding beatboxing and full audience participation. 
We get kids to tell their knock-knock jokes, and the results are always  
a surprise. You never know who is going to knock on your door when  
a kid is telling the joke.

  How does it feel to be back on a stage with an audience again?
Incredible! It’s also a huge relief for my family. They got sick of me asking 
them to be an audience as I tried jokes on them.

  What’s it like working with champion beatboxer Jack ‘Hobbit’ 
Hobbs and did he teach you any beatboxing skills?
Hobbit is not only an amazing beatboxer, he’s also really funny and nice. 
We have such a laugh when working together. I’ve never worked and 
created something with a world champion of anything before. So, getting 
a world champion beatboxer to go along with a silly and slightly mad kids’ 
show is a real treat. I think he has given up trying to teach me, though!  
We are a beautiful blend of the musically talented and the musically 
“giving it a go.”

 
in comedy?
I started performing improvised comedy when I was at school. Like the old 
TV show Whose Line Is It Anyway? All through school, we had inter-school 
competitions with theatre sports. Then 
when I was 18, a friend dared me to  
do stand-up at an open mic night.  
I did, and it went really well, and  
I was hooked from then on.

  
comedy performance as a kid?
Yes. I was part of my school’s 
theatre sports team. Theatre sports 
is improvised games in front of an 
audience. We performed in our 
pyjamas and called ourselves The 
Pyjamarama Dingdongs. I loved 
the show and performing in front of 
thousands (it was only about 100, but 
at 13 it felt like it was thousands). We 
didn’t win, but getting laughs from  
an audience had won me over.

THIS THIS WEEKWEEK
1 Pop band The Wanted have 

reunited and will perform 

years at Tom Parker’s charity 
concert for Stand Up To Cancer. 
Inside My Head takes place at the 
Royal Albert Hall on 20 September. The band also announced they will 
release a new album, Most Wanted – The Greatest Hits on 12 November 
and go on a UK tour in 2022. 

2 series ended. The Christmas Pig follows a boy called Jack who goes 

The book is out on 12 October.

3 Reigning Queen of the 
Castle Giovanna Fletcher 

has launched a new podcast 
all about Disney holidays. The 
massive Disney fan will talk 
about Disney parks and personal 
memories alongside special 
guests including her husband 
Tom Fletcher and best friend 

Journey To The 
Magic is available on all your 
usual podcast platforms. 

Di
sn

ey

PICS OF 
THE WEEK

Pokémon the Movie: Secrets of the 
Jungle is set deep within the Forest 
of Okoya where a mythical group 
of Pokémon live hidden away from 
the rest of the world. When Ash and 
Pikachu stumble across this group, 
a new adventure begins to unfold. 
Featuring two new songs, this is  

 
to be released!

Pokémon the Movie: Secrets of the 
Jungle

BEATBOX 
ON TOUR

Jarred Christmas is touring the  
UK with a brilliantly bonkers beatboxing comedy show.  

We found out more…

The Mighty Kids Beatbox Comedy Show is touring until 
13 November. Full tour dates and tickets are available at 

mightykidsbeatboxcomedy.com 

FIVEFIVE  
MINUTESMINUTES

WITH...WITH...
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TEACHERS
Win up to £15,000 for  

environmentally sustainable  
projects at your school by entering 

your class into the MoneySense 
Climate Savers competition and telling 

us why your school deserves to win.
Teachers must be registered  

with MoneySense to enter. 
Sign up today for free  
teaching resources!

bit.ly/MoneySenseRegistration

Find out more at bit.ly/ClimateSaversCompetition

Enter by
11.59pm on

30 September 2021!
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DO YOU CARE ABOUTDO YOU CARE ABOUT  
CLIMATE CLIMATE 

CHANGE? CHANGE? 
Do you love being creative? 

Enter the MoneySense Climate 
Savers pupil competition!

MONEYSENSE is asking primary pupils* to design a card for  
a limited-edition Climate Savers Top Trumps deck, that shows 
one way we can have a positive impact on the planet.
Your idea could be switching to a reusable water bottle or buying clothes
second-hand. Small changes can add up to make a huge difference to
the environment.
As the world gears up for the UN Climate Change Conference (COP26) in 
Glasgow this November, where world leaders will meet to agree on vital 
actions to tackle the climate crisis, it’s never been more important to 
take action.
We can’t wait to see your designs!

 
providing workshops, games, videos and interactive quizzes to make learning 
about money real, relevant and fun.
*Eligibility and T&Cs apply: mymoneysense.com/climate-savers 
Pupil competition T&Cs: mymoneysense.com/climate-savers/terms-and-conditions 
School competition T&Cs: mymoneysense.com/teachers/cop26/terms-and-conditions

AMAZING PRIZES
for each winning pupil!
26 winning designs will be made into a limited-edition 
Climate Savers Top Trumps deck! Each winner will receive:

 30 packs of the winning Climate Savers Top Trumps 
deck to share with your class, friends and family

 A pair of Adidas Parley trainers made from 
recycled ocean plastics

 A Top Trumps bundle including Top Trumps packs, 
quizzes and match games

G
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ty
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PARENTS 
AND CARERS

Help spread the word and 
share the message! Get 

your child’s class involved 
by letting their teacher 

know about this fantastic 
competition.



Find out more at cruk.org/childrenandyoungpeople
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First News 

Meet 
Ariana

 

Warrior

You can help more children and young people survive 
their cancer with a good quality of life by donating a bag 
of pre-loved quality clothes, accessories and homeware to 
your local TK Maxx store. Donated items will go to Cancer 
Research UK shops to be sold, and each bag could raise up 
to £25 for Cancer Research UK for Children & Young People. 

HOW TO SUPPORT 
CHILDHOOD CANCER 
AWARENESS MONTH 

Learning about 
leukaemia

CHILDHOOD 
CANCER  

AWARENESS 
MONTH 

SEPTEMBER marks Childhood Cancer Awareness Month. It’s a time to 
increase public awareness and understanding of cancers that affect 
people under 25 and recognise the work that scientists across the 
UK and around the world are doing to help more children and young 
people survive their cancer with a good quality of life.

 

 

Cancer Research UK for Children & 
Young People scientist Dr Andi Roy
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I’VE I’VE 
ALWAYS ALWAYS 
LOVED LOVED 
WRITINGWRITING

THIS week, Year 6 students from The Cathedral School of St Saviour & St Mary Overie in Southwark joined First News for 
Toto the Ninja Cat series, Toto the Ninja 

Cat and the Legend of the Wildcat. Dermot read an extract from the new book before being quizzed by the students…

 Cecilia: What made you decide to start 
writing books?
Well, I have always written, ever since I was your 
age. I remember I’d borrow some of my dad’s paper 
and I started writing stories, then I would go around 
the estate I lived on and I would try to sell them for 
5p each, so I have always loved writing. Working in 
television and radio you get to write quite a lot too, 
mostly scripts and interviews. I had this idea when 

got her over from Italy she kept bumping into things. 
We took her to the vet and found out she has about 
95% blindness, so she can only see 5% of stuff, which 
includes breaks in light. If she looks up to the sky and 

Her reactions are really good and we started calling 
her a little ninja as a nickname and it kind of stuck. 
So that is where the idea came from, this story about 

her world and her 
actually being a ninja. 

 Fabian: How long 
does it take you to 
write a Toto book?
What I normally  
do is I tend to sort 
of start planning 
the books around 
November-time,  
and then if I need to 
do some research  

set in Scotland, so 
before the pandemic 
I probably would have 

gone up to Scotland and looked around a little bit 
and taken some pictures, just so that I have got a 
picture in my head of where I want to base the story. 

last book, The Mystery Jewel Thief, was set in London, 
so I went to the Museum of London and I went to the 

in Hampstead, which is not too far from where I live, 
because I wanted to base some of the book there.  
So the research normally takes a couple of weeks.  
I never take time off just to write, so I will still do other 
stuff, like my radio show or the podcast or something. 

normally takes me about six to eight weeks, writing 

editor to read and make any changes and then they 
give it back to me to write a second draft, which isn’t 
rewriting the whole thing, just some changes. I do 
that about three times until we are both happy with 

the third draft just a few days, so it’s a long process 
but it is one I really, really enjoy.
 

 
 
 
 
 

 Tallulah: What are the best and worst parts 
of being an author?

today, where you get to meet people who have 
read the books and they tell you what they like and 
sometimes what they don’t like! In a strange way, 
that is when the book comes to life. I also really like 
writing in the mornings; I like to be creative before 
lunch because after lunch I get a bit useless. I love 
those mornings where the house is quite still and I 
just have a little bit of time on my own to write away. 

I try to do is plan my book before I start to write it, but 
I don’t plan in too much detail because I like the idea 

of seeing where the journey when I’m writing  
takes me. Say Catface goes off on this adventure 
and I might write that, but it may not get in the  
book, but I love the idea of just having that freedom. 
Every now and again, and it happened on this book  
a couple of times, you get stuck. You sit and think: 
“Oh no, this doesn’t make sense,” or the storyline 

 
are halfway through a book and you realise 
something isn’t working and you have to go  
back to the drawing board. 

 Lyonna: Who or what motivated you to write 

Well, I think I have always wanted to see what else  

Dermot and the 
real-life Toto!

Hearing Dermot talk to us in the 
interview made me realise how similar 

this is to his writing style – his humour 

across in his books!
– Lyonna
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Year 6 students ready to interview Dermot

I can do. I’m really lucky to work in TV and radio and 
I have always tried to be as creative as I can be, 
but I have been working in TV for a very long time 
now. When you get the opportunity to do something 
like this, something new, it is really exciting and the 
motivation kind of came from there. My wife is a 
brilliant director and she is very creative. When you 
are a director you deal with actors all the time, but 
you also deal with what we call the aesthetic, which 
is what you see in front of you, what you can see in 
the picture, and she is very good at that. I’m not so 
good at that; my creativity is more about writing and 
creating stories that way. She is also a very good 
editor; she is good at taking stories and saying what 
works, what doesn’t and what could be changed 
up to make it better. I’m very lucky to have two very 
good editors: my wife and my actual editor, who 
is a lady called Kate, so I guess that is where my 
motivation comes from. 

 Leonna: What has been the highlight of your 
writing career so far? 
I think weirdly, the highlight is actually getting the  

 
a publisher who will put it out there for me and print 
up the books, then no-one is ever going to read it.  
I thought I had a good idea in my head but it didn’t 
necessarily mean I could do this. So I go and see a 
publisher and I told them the idea. They either don’t 
like it and that is the end of that or they do like it and 
they tell you to go away and work on it, work on a few 
chapters and then come back and they can decide 
if they want to work on it together. So I did that, and 
this was in 2015. Then I went back and they said they 

So the highlight in an odd way is just someone 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
believing that I could do it. Then actually getting 
out there and getting it published and seeing it 
in book stores and independent bookshops and 
supermarkets. That is where the joy comes from, 
knowing that something you have written has 
actually been published. Then it is all about the  
next idea, whether it is Toto or something else.  
A good friend of mine gave me some good advice: 
he told me to just write. Put pen to paper, or get on 
the keyboard and just write your ideas down. Some 
of them won’t work but some will. There was an ice 
hockey player called Wayne Gretzky who was like 
the Ronaldo of the ice hockey world and he gave 

this great quote. He said: “You miss 100% of the shots 
you don’t take.” His whole theory was to just go for 
it, because what is the worst that can happen? You 
fail? So what? If you fail at one thing you’ll succeed 
at another, so just keep going. Having that great 
attitude of just being fearless. I feel very lucky and 
very privileged that I got a publishing deal.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 Chimamanda: How does it feel knowing  
that people are reading your books all over  
the world?
Ah, Chimamanda, it is the best feeling, it really is. It is 
so rewarding when you meet people who have read 
your books. I am very lucky to work in TV and radio 
because I get to meet a lot of people all the time, 
but writing is something very different. You shut the 
door and then you are on your own. On television you 
get feedback immediately. People will say: “Oh, I saw 
you on TV,” or “I heard you on the radio.” When I am 
writing I have absolutely no idea whether you guys 
are going to like this book or not; I hope you do. The 
only feedback you get is when you do things like this, 
or school tours or book festivals when you actually 
get to meet people who have read the book. When 
people tell you they have enjoyed your book, it is the 
best feeling, it really is.

 Azaria: Is there an author you particularly 
like, and why? 
There are loads! I really like detective novels and 
there’s an author called John Connolly and he writes 
really good stuff for adults. There is another guy, 
who sadly died a couple of years ago, called Philip 
Kerr and he wrote really good detective novels and 
his are based in history, around the Second World 
War. When I was your age I used to like Roald Dahl. 
He was probably my favourite author just because 
there were so many books that he did and because 

they were all so different. You could always tell he 
was the author. He was such a brilliant writer and he 
was quite a naughty writer, which is why I quite liked 

started writing. Stories that you would enjoy, your 
mum and dad would enjoy and you would enjoy  
it together. 

 Canaan: What does the future hold for  
Toto and her friends?
Now that is a tough question! So a lot more 
ninja-ing. I dunno if you’ve read all of this book 
yet but Archduke Ferdicat pops up, so I think he is 

then again, who knows? Maybe they’ll get on! I have 
got an idea in my head that may involve Christmas 
and it may not be 100% Toto, it may involve the other 
characters as well, but thank you for reminding me:  
I need to start thinking about that one!

I really liked interviewing Dermot as he 
was very friendly and funny. It made 

me feel like a professional journalist!
– Vivian

““ ““

I loved it when Dermot read us a 
snippet from his new book. It was great 

to hear how excited and enthusiastic 
he was about it!

– Leonna
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I need to start thinking about that one!

eat

Toto the Ninja Cat and the Legend 
of the Wildcat is out now!

Watch some clips of Dermot at 
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Unused land has been taken 
over for farming in Rosario

and start planting! Small plots of land have made a huge 

GROWGROW    
YOUR OWN!YOUR OWN!  

FIRST-TIME FARMERS
In 2001, Argentina’s economy collapsed, causing 
widespread job losses. Rosario, the country’s third-
largest city, was plunged into crisis. Around a quarter 
of the workforce were unemployed and more than 
half the residents found themselves in poverty. Food 
became scarce – and what little was available 
increased massively in price. Some people, desperate 
to feed themselves and their families, even resorted  
to shoplifting.

Urban Agriculture Programme in 2002. This impressive 
scheme was created for residents with little income, 
giving them access to abandoned or underused land 
to grow food. 

IN THE MARKET
The programme quickly became a huge success 
– not just supplying food, but creating jobs too. The 
demand for fresh produce increased, so temporary 
and permanent markets were opened for the new 
urban farmers to sell their goods. Sauces, syrups, jams 
and even organic cosmetics went on sale alongside 
the fruit and vegetables.

Before 2001, many of the farmers near Rosario grew 
soya beans that were sold abroad. For their own 
meals, the citizens relied on imports of food that might 
have travelled hundreds of miles. By eating local fruit 
and veg, it means that long, fuel-consuming journeys 
are no longer needed, plus the food is fresher too.

CUTTING OUT CHEMICALS
To make the most out of a harvest, pesticides are 
used to protect against insects and disease. They 
can also increase the number of times a crop can 
be grown on the same land in one year. However, 
pesticides can be toxic to humans, causing health 
problems – and some can remain in soil and water  
for years. The Urban Agriculture Programme 
has focused on what’s known as agroecological 
production, which encourages farming without 
chemicals. Tools, seeds and training are provided  
to promote greener growing.  

FLOOD DEFENCES
Climate change has also caused problems in 
Rosario. The temperature in the city has slowly been 
increasing and rainfall has become more intense and 

3,000 people to leave their homes. The land around 
Rosario slopes towards the city, but the seven new 
Vegetable Garden Parks have helped make the soil 
more absorbent, so more water goes into the ground 

PRIZE WINNERS 
Urban agriculture continues to develop in Rosario, 
with many families and schools starting their own 
vegetable gardens. In 2015, the Green Belt Project 
began, which gave out 800 hectares (1,975 acres) 
of land around the city for agroecological farming. 

Institute’s 2020-2021 Prize for Cities. Now, other cities 
and towns in Argentina and across Latin America are 
following its lead by starting similar projects.
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There are seven new markets 

Rosario has a population 

Growing your own vegetables is very 
 

eat the results!
 Cress is one of the simplest vegetables to  

 

 
 

 

 

GROW FOR IT!

SUCCESS STATS
  of fruit and 

 More than  and 
 have started their own 

greenhouse gas emissions by  
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Fastest 5m 
on a scooter 

by a dog and cat 
(pair). Sashimi  
and Lollipop 
really are a truly 
pawsome duo. 
They managed to 
complete 5m on a 
scooter in just 4.37 
seconds! The wacky 
record was set in 
Ontario, Canada, 
on 19 September 
2020. Their trainer 
Melissa Millett must 
be super proud! 

Most skips 
using 

person’s own hair. 
Laetitia Ky from the Ivory Coast sure does 
have an unusual skill: she can skip over 
her own hair! She managed 60 skips in 30 
seconds to break the record in Abidjan, Ivory 
Coast, on 2 March 2021.

Fastest 20m walking on hands. Zion 
Clark from the USA is clearly a force to 

be reckoned with. He completed the fastest 
20m walking on hands in 4.78 seconds! The 
impressive challenge was completed in Ohio, 
USA, on 15 February 2021.
Guinness World Records 2022 is on sale now.

TWO freerunners have recreated one of James Bond’s most iconic 
chase scenes.
Dominic Di Tommaso and Hazal Nehir scaled the rooftops of the Grand Bazaar 
in Istanbul, Turkey, for their own daredevil action sequence. The duo, who have 

The scene was just like the one in Skyfall where Bond chases the assassin 
Patrice through one of the largest and oldest covered markets in the world  
on a motorbike. 

high and it was looking really scary, but once I committed it was easy and we 
took the shot several times.”
The freerunners also had to navigate shoppers, market stalls and the maze-like 
passageways to achieve the epic stunt for Red Bull. 
Freerunning is a bit like acrobatics, but where people use their environment and 
bits of buildings to perform impressive movements as they speed from one 
place to another. 
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A RARE bowl that had been sat in an elderly couple’s house for years 
has sold for a staggering £320,000. 
The couple’s family said they had no idea the little green bowl was a 900-year-
old Chinese antique. The incredibly rare item is believed to be a famous type of 
pottery called Ru ware dating back to the Chinese Song dynasty. It had been 
kept on a chest of drawers and only sent to auction after the couple died. 
Jessica Wall from Stamford Auction Rooms said the bowl had been valued at 
around £500 to £800, so it was “totally unexpected” when it sold for thousands.  
The winning bidder was from London, but chose to keep their name private.

RECORD
BREAKERS!

WE love a brilliantly bonkers record on Crazy But True, and now 
we’ve discovered loads that have been set in the past year. To 
celebrate the new Guinness World Records book, here are three  
of our absolute favourites. 

1 2

3

1

2

3

ROOFTOP 
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CAN you complete our sudoku puzzle, 

No Man’s Land by 

.

WORD
LADDER

SEE if you can get from the 
top of the ladder to the 

one letter at a time 
to make a new 

word.

CAN you complete our crossword 

 Amazon.co.uk

GOLD

STAR
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COMPETITIONS: You can enter First News  
First News

First News  
First News  
First News

in transit. First News
 

LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS:
Spot the difference: sign is missing from wall, 
monkey’s tummy is now red, bannister post has 
been removed, dog’s tongue is bigger, pattern 
removed from cushion. Word wheel: virtually. 
Word ladder: wild, wind, wins, wigs, digs, dogs.
What on Earth?: eye, elbow, feet, ear, knee, teeth.

E N T H U S I A S M

I I M U

A G E D N O B O D Y

E E H E

C R I S P S R I P E

I O

S A C K L O C A L S

E A E L

S A I N T S L O U D

S Y L T

H E A D P H O N E S

HOW TO ENTER: 

8 9 3 7 1 5 2 6 4
7 1 2 4 3 6 8 9 5
4 6 5 9 8 2 7 1 3
3 4 7 6 2 1 5 8 9
5 2 6 8 9 3 1 4 7
9 8 1 5 7 4 6 3 2
1 7 8 2 4 9 3 5 6
6 3 9 1 5 7 4 2 8
2 5 4 3 6 8 9 7 1

Dug Days on Disney+? Send in your answers and 
three lucky winners will each win a copy of Silly Sounds thanks to PlayMonster Games. Silly Sounds is the new fun 
party game you can play with the whole family where everyone gets to make and guess the silly sound stuck on your 
headband! Making silly sounds is only half the fun – guessing them is the other half! Silly Sounds is the game you play 
with your ears!
Available from .

  Depth
  Flood
  Canal

  Icicle
  Irrigation
  Shower
  Waterfall
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A B
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WIN!WIN! SILLY SOUNDS GAME
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23. PUZZLE FUN

B



*All prices correct at time of printing

ROYAL Mail has issued a set of stunning 
stamps that celebrate DC and the Super 
Heroes & Super-Villains genre that it 
helped create.
Included in the set are Batman, Robin, Batgirl 
and The Joker, among others. 
A further six stamps, presented in a Miniature 
Sheet, celebrate the Justice League – the World’s 
Greatest Super Heroes joining forces to protect 
the planet, featuring: Batman; Green Lantern and 
The Flash; Wonder Woman; Superman; Cyborg 
and Aquaman; Supergirl; and Shazam! 
We have 15 DC Collection Presentation Stamp 
Packs up for grabs.
To be in with a chance of winning, just answer 
this question:

 
ENTER NOW! MARK YOUR ENTRY DC

WIN! 
DC COLLECTION 
PRESENTATION SETS

TELL 
YOUR 

FRIENDS
TRY 3 ISSUES
FOR £1

Delivering the news to your door every Friday
Learn about the changing world around you 

while keeping up to date with the latest science, 
sport and entertainment news.

Follow-on price: 13 issues for £25.99
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First News team details available at . For editorial enquiries, contact  or (020) 3195 2000. For home subscription enquiries, email  or call 0330 333 0186. For school 
subscription enquiries, email FirstNews@escosubs.co.uk or call (01371) 851 898. Web: . All material in this newspaper is © 2021 First Group Enterprises Ltd and cannot be used without written permission. First News is published by 

 

We are extremely passionate about the environment and we are always looking at ways to reduce waste throughout the company and across all of our products. Our paper comes from sustainable sources. We package First News in a mixture of 
compostable wrapper, paper wrapper, cardboard wraps and boxes, depending on the order size. See  for more information about our environmental commitments.

SPEAKERSWHAT’S IN 
THE SHOPS?

 

This cute little mushroom speaker may be 
small but it is big in sound! The mini mushroom 
speaker allows you to stream your music 
wirelessly from up to ten metres away! There’s 
a suction cup on the bottom of the speaker that 

can even stick it to the back of your phone so 
that you can use it as a display stand.

 

Relax and listen to your favourite music, audiobooks 
or podcasts while you drift off to sleep with this cool 
iMusic pillow. The speaker is buried deep inside the 
pillow and music is transferred to the pillow via a 
standard 3.5mm audio cable from your phone or 
other device. 

Take the party with you anywhere, with this small 
portable iDance speaker. The built-in disco 

ball at the top has 
multi-coloured LED 
lights that sync with 
your music and 
create your very 
own light show. The 
speaker is powered 
by a rechargeable 
battery that’ll give 
up to four hours of 
disco fun!



YOUR 
READS!

AUTHORS AND ILLUSTRATORS 
SUPPORT THE GREAT BIG 
GREEN WEEK!
FROM 18–26 September, it’s the Great Big Green Week – nine days that will be  
full of climate action across the UK.
From an art installation in Yorkshire that draws attention to extreme weather, to a week  
of taking a ‘pass’ on car journeys, led by Birmingham County Football Association, there  
are loads of events taking place all across the country.
The week has been put together by The Climate Coalition and is supported by members 
including WWF, National Trust, Oxfam and Surfers Against Sewage, as well as Emily Gravett, 
the author and illustrator of Wolves and Too Much Stuff!, and Lydia Monks, who illustrates lots 
of Julia Donaldson’s stories. They told us why they’re supporting the Great Big Green Week.

Reviewed 
by Yiling, 

aged 11

“Having grown up in Brighton, I’ve always had great access to 
nature. The sea is on one side of the city and the South Downs, an 
area of outstanding natural beauty, is on the other. Nature has 
therefore always been a great inspiration to me, but the older I get, 
the more I realise the importance of looking after the natural world. 
My support for the Great Big Green Week comes from my desire to 
preserve nature and habitats for future generations.”

“Following a year of lockdowns when we were all stuck indoors, 
interest in the world outside has grown hugely and that’s a feeling 
we need to harness in the battle against climate change. Literature 
and the arts have a role to play in that, which is why I’m proud to be 
supporting the Great Big Green Week. Preserving our environment 

families and wildlife across the world.”
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Wonder is about a boy 
named August Pullman 
who was born with 
Treacher-Collins syndrome, 
which is a genetic disorder 
that affects his face. It’s  

 
a normal school and he 

makes friends but there  
are always unpleasant 
people around.
The book also talks about 
the life of August’s family 
and switches to different 
perspectives throughout 
the book.
I would recommend this to 
ANYONE if they are in need 
of a heartwarming, funny 
and positive book.
It shows that we are all 
equal and should be 
treated the same.

WONDER
RJ PALACIO

 
head to greatbiggreenweek.com

EMILY GRAVETT

LYDIA MONKS
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WE WANT TO 
HEAR WHAT 
YOU/YOUR 
SCHOOL 
IS UP TO
Write in to let us know what 
you’ve been up to! Have you 
been getting creative? Been 
for a great day out? Raised 
money for charity? Whatever 
it is, we love hearing about 
your adventures, so why not 
share your experiences with 
First News readers?
Email your report (and any 
pictures you want to share) to 

. 
Don’t forget to include your 
name and age (and your 
school’s name and address 
for school news reports). By 
writing in, you give consent 
to First News printing details 
and photographs of those 
involved in the report.

LEGO MODEL 
WINNER

BEN NEVIS CLIMB
We drove to the Ben Nevis 
Visitor Centre from where the 
climb starts, walking sticks at 
the ready. We checked on the 
weather and used the toilets 
before starting the trail. It’s 
easy at the start, but as you go 

you reach the halfway point – 
where you see a lake and cross 
the waterfall. 

a short while that comes as a 
comfort. Then it turns into the 
most challenging bit, a path of 
boulders and gravel. It is like this 
for the rest of the climb. Once 
you see the cairns (triangular 
stone markers), you know you 
are close to the summit. 
What kept me going was 
focusing on putting one foot in 

front of another 
and maintaining a slow 
but steady pace. I also 
took a few sips of water 
and ate nuts and snack bars 
every hour or so.
We made it to the summit  

waited at the top to take our 
picture with the summit stone. 
It was windy and drizzling so 
we made our way back down. 

than going up because the 
stones were steep and slippery 
in places. You need to keep  
your eyes on the ground all the 
time to make sure you are safe.

visitor centre at 6:30pm, taking 
nine and a half hours for the 
ascent and descent. 

BACK in July, I was privileged 

 

This annual competition involves 
Hampshire secondary schools 
competing to determine the best of 
the best. All schools were split into their 
geographical districts, and my school 
was placed in the Aldershot district with 
some other schools. To get to that point, 
we had two competitions determining 
who would qualify. 

qualify for the next round. While for the second competition, it was the top few 
competitors from each event who went through to the County competition, 
irrespective of your school. 
I took part in the 70m hurdles and in my race there was only one other person! 
She was from my school so was therefore in my district. It was automatically 

of us were representing Aldershot, Aldershot would be the winner of this event 
either way! 
In the end I won, although by less than a second. Overall, it was an enjoyable 
day because I had ended up getting a personal best for hurdles, and to top it 
off the weather was amazing.
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I wanted her to be beautiful and colourful 
and I designed her as a creature who could 
save the planet from climate change. 

fast and magically repair ruined lands. 
I had to get up very early on the morning 
she was unveiled but I was so excited to 

 
in the park with no-one else there! When 
we pulled off the red cloth, I was  
completely amazed. 
She looked spectacular with all the different 
colours, so bright and shiny. They had 
made my design very cleverly. I couldn’t 
believe they used 41,000 LEGO bricks for  
it. I loved putting the last brick in place. 
I dedicated my model to my Uncle Rich 
who died last year.

HAMPSHIRE 
HURDLER

SCHOOLSCHOOL
NEWSNEWS

WOW!WOW!



WARIO has created a brand-new game – that he and his crew have 
been sucked into! Can you beat the many microgames and help get 
everyone out?

AT last week’s PlayStation Showcase, we got a good look at Tchia,  
a soul-hopping island adventure coming out next year.
The game is inspired by New Caledonia, a small archipelago (group of islands) 

You play as Tchia, a young girl who’s got to explore the 

Tchia can climb up pretty much anything, glide 
across the islands and play her ukulele, as well as 
hop into and control both animals and objects, such 

It all looks gorgeous, and we can’t wait to try it when 

WIN! 
A STAR STABLE 
BIRTHDAY BUNDLE
TO mark its tenth anniversary, Star 
Stable Online has packed branded 
goodies into a birthday box to give 
away so you can celebrate with 
the game’s global fanbase.
Star Stable is the exciting online 

and mysteries are waiting to  

you become part of a magical story 
and get to explore a fantastic world 

Star Stable Online 
bundle up for grabs, which includes a Star 
Stable Online-branded HyperX headset, roomy 
tote bag, stylish sunglasses, baseball 

To be in with a chance of winning, 
just answer this question:

 
ENTER NOW! MARK YOUR ENTRY STAR

Star Stable 

ISLAND 
ADVENTURES 

WARIOWARE: GET IT TOGETHER!
NINTENDO 

SWITCH 

In the WarioWare
beat a bunch of bonkers microgames, 

pluck some armpit hairs, or stop a  

These microgames are sometimes 
 

In WarioWare: Get it Together! you 
play as either Wario or one of his 

either make the games much harder 

things with his shoulder, while his  
 

 
fun and can be played through with  

If you like your games with a healthy 
amount of madness, then WarioWare 
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goals were scored 
by Cristiano 

match back at 
Manchester United. 
The Portuguese 

minute 57.98 
secs was Keely 

winning time at the 
Diamond League 

the Tokyo Olympics and became 

champion.

2

1

Paralympic cycling 

Winter Olympics. 

35

EMMA Raducanu says she is “loving life” following her remarkable victory at the US Open.
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losing a single set on the way!

with breathing problems. 

 

Raducanu on. Wade was also the last 

between two teenagers since the 

 
 

and she came to the UK at the age 

the Philippines. 
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Max Verstappen’s Red Bull car (right) and Lewis Hamilton’s Mercedes 
crash during the Italian Grand Prix. It was a very bad accident but Hamilton 
was saved from serious injury by the halo protection device, which protects 
the driver’s head. McLaren’s Daniel Ricciardo went on to win the race

SPORT PIC SPORT PIC 
OF THE OF THE 
WEEKWEEK
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““I’M I’M 
JUST JUST 
LOVING LOVING 
LIFE!LIFE!”” 18-year-old Brit Emma Raducanu 

celebrates winning the US Open in New York


