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Watch some of the nation’s Olympic 
and Paralympic sporting heroes 
battle against one another in a very 
competitive school sports day for 
this year’s Children In Need appeal.
And, in a special edition of The 
Repair Shop, 13-year-old Billy and 
his mum Mandy, whose family have 
been supported by a BBC Children 
In Need funded project, bring  
a bear called Henry to the barn, 
hoping that the experts can work 

their magic on him. Henry has had 
one too many spins in the washing 
machine. His features have worn 

dwindled and his original clothing is 
long gone. But he is a very special 
bear. Find out why on the show. 
Other Children In Need moments 
not to miss include a special edition 
of The Wall with Danny Dyer and  

a musical performance from global 
superstar and multi-award winning 
artist Ed Sheeran.

Best Bits

 SCHOOL  
SP     RTS DAY
WITH A DIFFERENCE!
WITH A DIFFERENCE!

From L-R: Joseph Choong, Lauren Steadman, Beth Shriever, Radzi Chinyanganya, Clare Balding, Pudsey Bear, 
Hannah Cockroft, Dame Sarah Storey, Kadeena Cox, Hollie Arnold, Matty Lee, Max Whitlock, Lauren Williams



EPIC DRUMATHON!
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Scientists from Cambridge 
University have created a type of 
sustainable, biodegradable, vegan 
glitter. The developers have said 
that the new glitter will have all the 
fun of original glitter and that the 
colours and sparkle won’t fade, 
even after a century! Regular glitter 
is known for adding to the ongoing 
global plastic problem.

It’s the question on everyone’s 
lips this festive season, isn’t it? 
Will the UK be facing yet another 
Christmas season with COVID-19 
restrictions? Well, Conservative 
Party co-chairman Oliver Dowden 
says it’s entirely “in our hands” with 
“no plans or anything else to stop 
Christmas happening”, but that it 
needs everyone to do their part. 
Mr Dowden encouraged all those 
eligible for the booster jab to have it. 

DELHI SMOG SHUTS 
DOWN SCHOOLS
 

Schools in Delhi, the capital 
city of India, were forced to 
close their doors this week due 
to dangerous smog (a type of 
intense air pollution) levels in 
the air. Last weekend, levels of 
pollution in Delhi were reportedly 
20 times the maximum daily 
limit recommended by the World 
Health Organization. As a result, 

people to stay indoors. 

XMAS RESTRICTIONS: 
“IN OUR HANDS”

AIRCRAFT OF THE 
FUTURE UNVEILED

Cerys, eight, from Norfolk  
and Lara, 15, from Surrey have 
been crowned the winners  
of easyJet’s Aircraft of the 
Future competition following  
a nationwide contest. The airline 
challenged the next generation 
of engineers to design their 

passenger plane for travelling 
across Europe powered by a 
sustainable energy source. 
Cerys’ winning design centred 
on battery power, with solar-
powered wings and reusable 
cups for passengers, made 
from processed banana leaves. 
Lara’s design looked at using 
pressurised hydrogen and 
fuel-cell stacks to generate 
electricity to power their 
passenger aircraft of the future. 

An artist known as Pedalling Picasso 
has mapped out a huge picture of 
a man with a moustache by riding 
75 miles (121km) across London. 
Pedalling Picasso – whose real 
name is Anthony Hoyte – cycled 
for almost nine hours around the 
capital on 13 November to create 
the impressive virtual portrait and 
raise lots of money for men’s health 
charity Movember. Did you know 
that every November, thousands 
of men across the country grow 
a moustache to raise money and 
awareness for Movember?

PEDALLING PICASSO

Weather presenter Owain Wyn Evans 
has smashed Children In Need 
fundraising records with an epic – 
and gruelling – 24-hour drumathon! 
Owain raised a whopping £3 million 
for Children In Need after drumming 
away all day and all night last 
weekend. Owain’s is now the most 
successful 24-hour challenge since 
Children In Need began. He said of 
the achievement: “I’ve heard  
that something has been broken –  
I don’t know what, other than lots of 
drumsticks!” Catch the BBC Children 
In Need Appeal Show on BBC One 
from 7pm tonight (19 November)!

GREAT TEDDY  
BEAR PROJECT

More than 20 celebrities 
have donated a pair of their 
favourite jeans to be made into 
custom teddy bears to help 
raise money for the children’s 
charity Together for Short Lives. 
Astronaut Tim Peake and McFly’s 
Harry Judd and Dougie Poynter 
are among the 21 shining stars 
to donate denim. Handmade by 
Canterbury Bears in Kent, each 
bear has been embroidered with 
the signature of the celebrity 
whose jeans they were made 
from. The bears went up for 
auction this week.

VEGAN GLITTER

“NO TURKEY 
SHORTAGE”

Many people have been wondering 
whether there’s likely to be a turkey 
shortage this Christmas, but the 
British Poultry Council (BPC) says 
no. The BPC has said there will 

Christmas, despite widespread UK 
labour shortages due to Brexit and 
the coronavirus pandemic. 
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You won’t be able to see how many 
dislikes a video gets on YouTube any 
more – unless you’re the creator of 
the video in question, that is. The 
online video platform has made the 
decision to hide video dislikes from 
its users to protect YouTube creators 
from what’s known as “dislike 
bombing”. This is when lots of 
people band together to all dislike a 
piece of video content at the same 
time. YouTube hopes the move will 
help protect its creators from “stress  
and embarrassment.” 

DISLIKE BOMBING

COVID-19 
THREATENS FIGHT 
AGAINST MEASLES

The World Health Organization and 
the US Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention have warned of the 
increasing risk of measles outbreaks 
across the world. A new report 
says more than 22 million children 
around the world missed out on their 

2020 because of COVID disruption 
– an increase of three million over 
2019, marking the largest increase in 
decades. Measles is almost entirely 
preventable through vaccination.
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DIARY DATES
CENTREPOINT SLEEP OUT 
18-21 NOVEMBER 
The charity Centrepoint is challenging 
individuals, groups, companies and 
schools to swap their beds for sleeping 
bags and sleep outside to raise funds 
and increase awareness of homeless 
young people across the UK. 

WORLD CHILDREN’S DAY 
20 NOVEMBER 
Founded by the UN, the day aims  
to celebrate children and improve 
their welfare.

THANKSGIVING 
25 NOVEMBER
A national holiday 
in America that 
celebrates the 
harvest and other 
blessings from 
the year. People 
mark the day with 

and parades.
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NEW research by captioning charity Stagetext has suggested that 
young people are four times more likely to watch TV with the subtitles 
on than older viewers.
Stagetext, which provides captions for live and online 
events like theatre performances and talks, found that 

all or part of the time.

Stagetext’s chief executive Melanie  
Sharpe told the BBC that she thinks  

What do you think?

A GIRL has been reunited 
with her cuddly bear after 
more than a year apart.

 

 

on one of the trails. Rather than throwing it out, 

sitting inside the park ranger’s 

the park’s team had retrieved 

Aww!
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BALLOONIST Rémi Ouvrard has broken the world 
record for standing on a hot-air balloon, reaching 
a height of 4,016 metres (13,176ft).

for research into new treatments.

 

UNHEALTHY 
SCHOOL FOOD 
WARNING

TV chef Jamie Oliver has warned that school dinners are becoming 
more unhealthy.

A HIGH school teacher from Maryland,  
USA, has received this year’s $1 million 
(£744,000) Global Teacher Prize from the 
Varkey Foundation.

and was chosen for her dedication to her students.
The Foundation said that Ms Thorpe redesigned 

college scholarships.

never ever give up on them, who understands the 
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WOW!WOW!

Do you prefer to watch TV  
with the subtitles on?

Go to  to vote!

SUBTITLE SUPPORTERS

TEDDY BEAR 
FOUND
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school dinners healthier, and 

 
a new crisis facing school dinners, 

snacks return to UK school canteens.

 

England for their Spill The Beans 

school dinners.

 

served more than twice a week. 
Those who receive free school meals 

a smaller portion.

were lots and lots of differences 
in what people receive from their 

same high standard of food.

chips, cheap chicken and white 

decent food at school, not a return 

Fir
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WATER spills after the Wyangala Dam couldn’t hold any more water. People 

region following heavy rains. 

WYANGALA, 
AUSTRALIA

BERKSHIRE, 
UK

LEGOLAND 
new 33ft (10m) Christmas tree made entirely from 364,481 LEGO and DUPLO 
bricks. The tree took 2,909 hours to build in a secret workshop, before  
a team of expert model makers used a crane to lift each section into 
position over three days.
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LENTICULAR (saucer-shaped) clouds form over the city.

BEIJING, CHINA

CAKE artist Michelle Wibowo unveils a spectacular Hogwarts Castle cake 
to celebrate the 20th anniversary of Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s 
Stone’s cinema release. It took more than 320 hours to create, weighs 100kg, 
includes 30 internal lights and had to be built in ten sections. The cake was 

HERTFORDSHIRE, UK
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VETERANS from the Chelsea Pensioners attend the Remembrance Sunday 
ceremony at the Cenotaph. 

LONDON, UK
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NASA
THE US space agency has delayed 
its mission to put astronauts on 
the moon until at least 2025. NASA 
administrator Bill Nelson said 
there was not enough money to 
develop a landing system for its 
Artemis moon programme and 
more money was needed for its 
Orion capsule. Technology for  
new spacesuits also needs to  
be worked on. 

MARCUS 
RASHFORD
THE footballer has been awarded 
an MBE for his campaign work 
around food poverty. Marcus 
launched a campaign last year 
to ensure vulnerable children 
got free school meals during the 
summer holidays. He said he 
hopes to continue campaigning 
to “give children the things I didn’t 
have when I was kid”.

Children In Need is always a heart-warming 
evening on TV (front page). It brings out the best 

in the nation when those who can, help young 
people who really need a helping hand. All of us can do something and 
every contribution, however small, makes a difference and will change 

the lives of children across Britain. Go to bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/
fundraising for some ideas to get involved – it’s not too late. I’ve just 

downloaded their baking kit!

EDITOR’S  
COMMENT

A BBC News investigation has found that 
nearly 180,000 children in England aren’t 
getting the help they need.
A young carer is someone under the age 
of 18 who looks after a family member with 
a disability, illness or disorder. They will 

often do extra things around the home like 
cooking, cleaning and helping someone to 
get dressed.  
Local councils provide support to young 
carers, such as help in the home or the 
chance to meet other carers. But research 

suggests authorities don’t know how many 
carers there really are and that if they did 
they would struggle with demand. 
Now, the Local Government Association has  
called for better funding to help tackle the 
situation. 

A 105-year-old runner 
has set a new 100m 
record. Julia ‘Hurricane’ 
Hawkins from America 
completed the distance 
in 1 minute and 2.95 
seconds at the 2021 
Louisiana Senior Games. 
In the process, she set 

 
the 105+ age group. 
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YOUNG CARERS UNSUPPORTED
THOUSANDS of young carers are missing out on support because councils don’t know about them, says new research. 
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Billy is an Asian bull elephant who 
spends his day – almost always 
alone – rocking endlessly in his 
boredom, just as he’s done for 
more than 30 years in captivity.
The zoo claims it means he’s 
happy, just looking forward to his 
food, but many animal experts 
disagree and say his behaviour  
is a sign of distress. 
Campaigners have been trying to 
free Billy since before I was born, 
and they are not giving up.
It’s important the zoo knows many 
young people are against keeping 
Billy in a small space, so I spoke out 
at a rally outside the zoo.
I would rather Billy be as happy  
as possible than for kids like me  
to get to look at him. We are smart 
enough to learn about elephants 
in other ways. 

Trees and greenery around the 
border of the elephant enclosure 
are just for show. Billy can’t get to 

What bothers me most is that Billy 
was brought here from his home 
in Malaysia when he was just four 
years old. He was cruelly trained 
to do tricks for visitors to the zoo, 
something he still does now.
LA Zoo told First News: “There is no 
reason for Billy or any of our other 
Asian elephants to go anywhere 
else. [They] receive excellent care, 
enrichment, exercise, mental 
stimulation and opportunities  
for socialising every day.”

A documentary called #FreeBilly has been 
released on , the new not-for-

animals and the planet. See more of Robin’s 
FYI at .

Gift a FirstNews subscription 
this Christmas for just £10!
Visit  
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FOR more than ten years, people have been  
trying to get Billy the elephant moved from the  
Los Angeles Zoo in California, where they say he’s 
kept in cruel, unsuitable conditions. Robin, 13, is 
among those calling for Billy to go to an animal 
sanctuary instead. This is her special report.

FREEFREE BILLY

WOW!WOW!

Watch Billy on FYI 
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DRIVE TO ELECTRIC AGREED

AFTER two weeks of discussions, the COP26 Climate Change Conference 
in Glasgow has come to an end, with opinion divided over whether it was 
a success.
On the positive side, huge progress was made in getting countries to agree on 
cutting emissions and reducing the use of fossil fuels. Although many scientists and 
campaigners have said the reductions don’t go far enough, it’s hoped that further 
progress will be made and countries will agree to further cuts next year.
Alok Sharma MP, the COP26 president, said: “China and India will have to explain 
themselves and what they did to the most climate-vulnerable countries in the world,” 
after the two countries insisted that the world should “phase down” rather than “phase 
out” the use of coal.
In the Western media, China and India were blamed for blocking the phasing out of 
coal. However, many developing countries say that rich nations such as the UK and 
US don’t really use coal anyway, and are much more reliant on gas and oil, but neither 
of those were mentioned in the closing statement from COP26, only coal. During 
negotiations, India actually said that the world should reduce the use of all fossil fuels, 
but that would have much more impact on rich countries such as the US and UK.
One of the main aims of COP26 was to “keep 1.5 alive”, which means to make sure it’s 
still possible to keep the Earth’s temperature rise (since the Industrial Revolution) below 
1.5°C. By considering all of the pledges made at COP26, different organisations have 
said we’re still on track for between 1.8-2.4°C of warming. Many experts think that 1.5°C 
is still possible, but that governments urgently need to take action to reduce emissions 
now. Many countries have made promises for where they’ll be at in 20 or 30 years’ 
time, but that needs to be backed up with actual reductions as soon as possible,  
since it’s much easier to set targets than to hit them.
“It’s meek, it’s weak and the 1.5°C goal is only just alive, but a signal has been sent that 
the era of coal is ending. And that matters,” said Greenpeace International Executive 
Director Jennifer Morgan.
Mr Sharma said that 1.5 is still alive, but that “its pulse is weak. And it will only survive  
if we keep our promises. If we translate commitments into rapid action.”

 

THERE was a lot of talk at COP26 about countries aiming to reach 
‘net zero’ emissions, but scientists and environmental groups 
have warned that net zero is a distraction.
Net zero means that harmful emissions are balanced by paying into  
a scheme to remove them, such as the technology to capture CO2  

 

trees to balance it out.
Although experts support the idea of reaching net zero, Greenpeace 
says that governments and businesses “are using it as a smokescreen 
to keep burning fossil fuels” by paying for offsetting schemes. At COP26, 
the UN said that a new group of experts would be set up to look very 
closely at offsetting, but Greenpeace said that “the offsets scam got  
a boost in Glasgow.”
You can read our special report on offsetting at .

THERE was an important agreement on electric cars at COP26, although not all 
countries have signed up to it.
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Countries, cities, companies and car 
manufacturers agreed to end the sale of 
petrol and diesel cars by 2035 in some 
countries, and by 2040 in the rest of the world.

and more than 30 other countries, along with 

Jaguar and Mercedes-Benz. However, many 
of the world’s biggest car makers and buyers 

the US, Germany and China.

Some of the same countries who signed the 
pact on electric cars also made a similar 
pledge about moving towards zero-emission 
trucks and buses by 2040. It’s much harder to 
make big, heavy vehicles electric, but experts 
say that the technology is improving fast. 
However, countries still will need to spend  
a lot of money to make sure that everything 
is in place to make the batteries and vehicles 
that are needed, as well as the necessary 
charging stations.
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Tuvalu’s foreign minister, Simon 
Kofe, delivered his COP26 speech 

knee deep in seawater to highlight 
how his island nation is being 

affected by climate change. Where 
he is standing used to be on dry 
land, and Tuvalu’s highest point  

is less than 5m above sea level

The world’s cars are responsible for more 
emissions than trains, planes and ships combined

Polluting industries can pay 
to offset their emissions

Tree planting is one way to 
offset carbon emissions

1.5 IS ALIVE 1.5 IS ALIVE 
– JUST– JUST

PAYING TOPAYING TO
POLLUTE POLLUTE 

COP26
THE HIGHS 
AND LOWS



YOUR 
SAY!

LOTS of you have been sharing your thoughts 
in our Young UK Climate Challenge survey. 
One of the questions asks ‘Do you think we 
are doing enough to protect the planet for 
future generations?’ Here are some of your 
best responses. There’s still time to take part, 
just go to .

Join in the conversation and vote 
at 

Victoria-Mae, ten

Adriana, ten

POSSIBLY the most surprising 
announcement at COP26 was that the US 
and China have agreed to work together to 

Although the two countries haven’t had the best 
of relations in recent years, they are the world’s 
two biggest carbon emitters, so together they 
could have a huge impact. They have vowed 
to work together on new technology, such as 
capturing carbon before it can escape into the 
atmosphere and cause warming. 
The partnership was welcomed mostly, but some 
critics said that the language of the agreement 

both countries is needed.
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money to see if humans could ever go and 
live there, we should make the world we live 

and re-using our things.

Well it’s obvious that the answer is ‘no’ 
because if you look at our planet now, 
nothing that we need is being done. We 
have to STOP EATING AS MUCH MEAT.

invest in clean energy production, stop 
investing in companies that are damaging 
the world, make it illegal to destroy 

Rewild huge areas and stop intensive 
farming. Listen to Greta and the scientists.

Lara, eight

Finlay, 14

Some real positive action for the climate, 
planting trees, restoring the peat and our 
oceans, NO MORE INVESTING IN FOSSIL  

 
the amount of plastic being produced.
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Khadijah, ten

Anonymous, ten

I think that more polluting companies 
should stop whatever they are doing and try 
to make their products more eco-friendly.

I think that the world leaders should make 
everyone recycle more, especially plastic.

CHINA AND USA TAKE ON 
CLIMATE CRISIS
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US President Joe Biden and Chinese President Xi 
Jinping surprised the world with their news

Protesters at COP26 highlight the lack of money available 
for poorer countries to deal with climate change

Many small island nations in the Caribbean 

levels and increasingly deadly hurricanes. The 
language used at UN meetings like COP26 refers 
to ‘loss and damage’ from climate change, 
which means events that couldn’t have been 
prepared for. COP26 failed to deliver any money 
to pay for loss and damage. 
However, Scotland did decide to pay £2m, in 
the hope that it would spur other countries and 
organisations on to do the same. Although £2m 

The rich, developed nations are most responsible 
for climate change, as they have had decades 

or even hundreds of years of high emissions, but 
they don’t want to have to pay billions to make 
up for the damage they’ve caused. 
In 2009, rich countries promised that by 2020 
they would give $100bn (£75bn) every year 
to poorer countries to help them reduce their 
emissions and adapt to climate change. But, 
that target will be missed even a year after the 
2020 deadline. The UK has claimed that the 
target will be reached in 2023.
“The developed nations are failing us,” said Frank 
Bainimarama, the prime minister of Fiji. “They’re 
the ones with the resources and technology to 
make a difference. We, the most vulnerable, are 
told to suck it up and wait until 2023.”

THE countries in most danger from climate change are the ones that don’t have the 
money or resources to deal with it. They are disappointed that the developed nations 
haven’t delivered their promised help.

RICH COUNTRIES 
REFUSE TO PAY FOR 

CLIMATE CHANGE

COP26
THE HIGHS 
AND LOWS
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 Voting for Welsh 
Youth Parliament
The Welsh Youth Parliament 
election is taking place, with young 
people across Wales voting until 
22 November for the candidates to 
represent them. This is the second 
Welsh Youth Parliament, after the 

Those chosen will spend the next 
two years working with each other, 
members of the Senedd (the Welsh 
Parliament) and young people to 
raise awareness of important issues 
such as mental health and the 
climate crisis. Sixty young people 

them, one young person for each 
constituency in Wales.

DURHAM

WALES

 Sharks living  
in River Thames
Sharks are living in the River Thames, 
says a new study by the Zoological 
Society of London (ZSL). The State 
of the Thames report found species 
of tope, starry smooth-hound and 
spurdog. The predators aren’t alone 
in calling the river home either, 
as seahorses and seals were also 
discovered. Scientists from ZSL 
wanted to see how the river had 
changed since it was declared 

They found that there is now a big 
ecosystem, but that climate change 
is causing the water temperature to 

LONDON

 Water voles make 
triumphant return
Water voles have been found at Branston 
Beck, near Lincoln. The endangered 
creatures have seen their population 

great news for the species. A project is 
now working to restore and protect the 

vole was made famous in the classic 
children’s book, The Wind in the Willows, 
thanks to the character of Ratty? 

 COVID passes required
cinemas, theatres and concert halls in Wales. 
They were already required for big events and 
nightclubs. Lots of people are worried about 
the decision, saying it will affect their business. 

vaccinated or have had a negative lateral 

LINCOLNSHIRE
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A water vole is a 
rodent, which looks 
similar to a brown rat

 Fancy a ride in  
the ‘tank taxi’?
Merlin Batchelor has come up with a novel way 
to transport people around the city of Norwich – 
in a tank taxi. Mr Batchelor bought and repaired 
the military vehicle (an armoured personnel 

travel in the taxi at a time and they can even enjoy looking out of the hatch at the top. 

funerals at the moment, but he hopes to expand his business soon.

NORWICH

 Lumiere festival lights 
up Durham again

on display, including Tekja’s Tree of Hope, 
a digital tree that grows in response to 
people expressing their hopes online. There 
are also artworks about the climate crisis, 
an interactive choir installation called 
Sming (right) and a series of neon artworks 
called Article 12, which celebrate the voices 

www.lumiere-festival.com.

St Oswald’s Church 
is hosting Sming
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Why is steel so important?
Steel is needed for so many things we rely on, from our cutlery to our cars, and even our wind 
turbines. But, couldn’t we make steel a different way that doesn’t use coal and cause damage  
to our planet? 

Cumbria’s history
For more than 400 years, Cumbria has taken advantage of what lies under the ground. Coal 
powered the Industrial Revolution, giving us steel, heating and transport. Mining was a dirty and 
dangerous business and many lives were lost. There are now plans to build a new coal mine in 
Cumbria and tunnel under the Irish Sea. The coal would be used for making steel. 
Hannah thinks it’s a bad idea. She said: “I just think it’s crazy. Coal is very damaging for the 
environment. It causes pollution and releases carbon into the atmosphere. If you want to see 
the impact that’s had on our climate then look no further. Over the last few decades, Cumbria 

thousands of people were made homeless. With all this evidence of the climate crisis, why would  
we want to build a new coal mine here?”

A trip to Sweden
Hannah travelled to a steel plant in Sweden that could have the answer to the coal problem. By 
its own admission, the company SSAB that runs the site is responsible for 10% of Sweden’s carbon 

emissions. It uses a blast furnace, 
which uses coal shipped in from 
Australia to begin the process  
of making steel. It is very dirty  
and polluting. The company  
has a radical plan to change 
things though – it’s going to  
use hydrogen instead of coal. 
One of the bosses told Hannah: 
“Think about making a car, or 
a truck, without any carbon 
footprint – that would be great. 
This is going to make a very big 
impact because steel is one of 
the industries that releases the 
most carbon dioxide in the world 
and if we can solve this problem 
of CO2 emissions, this can make 
the best contribution to solve the 
climate crisis.”

THIS week, we hear from Hannah from Cumbria about how 
using coal to make steel is contributing to the planet’s 
problems, and how Sweden hopes to help. 

If you’re worried about any of the issues raised in 
the COP26: In Your Hands

or speak to someone at Childline by going to 
childline.org.uk or calling 0800 11 11

First News has teamed up with                 show FYI and the                                              
called COP26: In Your Hands about how climate change is affecting young people from across the world. It features one 

               he                             
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You can watch COP26: In Your Hands at or by using this QR code

MAKING KIDS’ VOICES HEARD

Steel plants release lots of 
pollution into the atmosphere 

Coal mining is the process of extracting 
coal from the ground. It became very 
popular during the Industrial Revolution

Hannah

Join in the discussion and set up an 
FYI News Club in your school! Ask your 

teacher to go to  to 
FYI News Clubs.
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 Russian troops at border
Ukraine’s foreign minister has warned that 90,000 
Russian troops have been stationed along the 
country’s border. Reports say that the US has also 
been warning European allies that Russia may be 
planning to invade Ukraine. Russian spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov denied the claims, and said: “Russia 
does not pose a threat to anyone.” Russia described 
the movements as a “snap drill” and has pulled 
troops back, stating they had “demonstrated the 
ability to provide a reliable defence of the country”.

UKRAINE

 Family stuck after storm
Emergency services have airdropped supplies and 
a satellite phone to a family who are trapped in 
their camper van out in South Australia’s Simpson 
Desert (above). A major storm that swept across 
the outback meant that their vehicle became stuck 
in waterlogged ground. Authorities have said that 
it could be up to a fortnight before they are able to 
reach the family, who are said to be in good spirits 
and uninjured. A local told Sky News that the family 

can and just sit there and wait until it dries out.”

 No haka for anti-vaxxers

by New Zealand law as the cultural guardians 

NEW ZEALAND
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 Xi Jinping’s “historical resolution” 

called the sixth plenary session, Xi Jinping, leader 
of the Chinese government, passed a “historical 
resolution”. The document is a summary of the 

and talks about its achievements and 
sets out plans for the future. It is 

only the third of its kind since the 

was passed by party founder 

second was passed by his 
successor, Deng Xiaoping, 

by releasing his own 
“historical resolution”, Xi 
Jinping places himself at 
the top of Chinese politics 
for the future.

FRANCE

G
et

ty

The All Blacks rugby team 
perform the Ka Mate haka

Before

G
et

ty

 Flag changes colour

century. The original blue was made lighter in the 

media this week.

Ukrainian troops taking 
part in a training exercise

 Scorpion stings kill three
Three people have died and hundreds have been 
injured by scorpion stings in the city of Aswan, along 

out from their habitats in the mountains, into the 
streets and homes of those living in the city. People 
have been urged to stay at home and avoid places 

been provided to medical centres. Egypt is home to 

After
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Go to a carol concert 
or pantomime. 
Whether you’re 

singing sweet carols 
or shouting: “He’s 

behind you!”, you’re 
bound to feel festive 
after these days out.  

Don your 
favourite festive 

jumper. The 
holidays are all 
about looking 

silly and wearing 
a giant Rudolph 

on your top! 

Pick your 
favourite TV 
advert. It’s 
become a 

tradition for 
companies 

to make 
big-budget 

Christmas ads. 
Check out the 
likes of John 

Lewis and Marks 
& Spencer. 

Which is your 
favourite this 

year? 

Research ways to help those less 
fortunate. Christmas is all about giving 
and sharing. Perhaps you could donate 
some of your unwanted toys to charity 
or donate some items to a food bank?

Get out the popcorn 
and watch some 

Our favourites 
include Elf, Home 

Alone, Arthur 
Christmas and The 

Polar Express. 

Create your 
own quiz to 

play with the 
family. It could 

be about 
events of the 
past year or 
fun festive 

facts.

Read a Christmas 
book. Delve into the 
magical worlds of 

characters such as 
The Christmasaurus 
or The Grinch. There 

are loads of new 
books to enjoy this 

year too.

Play festive tunes. 
When else can you 
sing All I Want For 
Christmas Is You 
at the top of your 

lungs?!

Make a gingerbread 
house. Hansel and Gretel 
aren’t the only ones who 
love some sweet treats, 

right? Plus, they’re super 
fun to decorate.

Decorate your home! 
Bust out the fairy lights 

and get your tree 
up to really get the 

celebrations started. 

Go ice skating. 
There’s nothing 

better than 
enjoying a giggle 

with friends or 
family! 

Make your own 
Christmas crafts. From 

personalised cards 

decorations, handmade 
goodies are always fun 
to make – and give as 

presents too.

Turn the page for more merriment…

COUNTDOWNCOUNTDOWN
TO CHRISTMASTO CHRISTMAS
WITH Christmas only weeks away, check out our festive 
pullout of treats to get you ready and excited for the 
holidays. Let’s kick off with a countdown of some of our 
favourite activities to enjoy in the run-up to the big day!   
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We want you to tell us how Father Christmas could use GraviTrax and GraviTrax 
extensions to pack up and send off presents this year.

would Santa Claus use the power of the GraviTrax track system to send them off to good 
boys and girls?

used to move presents from his workshop to his sleigh.
Send us a 100-word story on how Saint Nicholas might use GraviTrax to send out presents 
to be in with a chance of winning a GraviTrax Immersive Experience at your school! 

 
www.ravensburger.org/uk/service/competition-terms-
conditions/index.html
Prize must be taken by 31 March 2022.

WIN WIN AN AN 
IMMERSIVE IMMERSIVE 
GRAVITRAXGRAVITRAX  
EXPERIENCE FOR 
YOUR SCHOOLYOUR SCHOOL

Discover more about GraviTrax 
at www.gravitrax.co.uk

GraviTrax is suitable for age eight years and up.

FirstNews    IssssssssIIsssIsssIsIsssIIIIssssssssssIIIIIssssssssssIIIIIIssssssssssssusususssusssssssssssssussssssussususssssssssssssssssusssssssssusssuuussssssssssssuuuuuusssssssssusuuuuuuussssssssssuuuuuuuue 805     19 – 25

 
system imaginable!

 

GraviTrax Immersive Experience!
The winner will also receive their own GraviTrax Obstacle Starter Set 
plus FOUR Pro extensions!

HOW TO ENTER Make sure to 
get permission from 

a teacher before 
entering!

GraviTrax Competition 
3-5 Avonbury Business Park  
Howes Lane  
Bicester  
OX26 2UA

GraviTrax Competition in the 
SEND IN YOUR ENTRY BY 6 DECEMBER 2021
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After watching Jack and the Beanstalk in the cinema last year  
and seeing an audience shout at the characters on the screen, 

Perhaps the biggest surprise was the reaction of schools and how they 

saw it, I was able to connect online to many schools at once, for shout-outs and 

Cinderella we wanted to support teachers with a comprehensive 

are similar in a way to 
Cinderella’s life, in that 
we worry about the 

Cinders is bullied by her 
ugly step-sisters, they 
have no money and she 

In all good stories, every 
character changes by 

out loud, it can still mention current issues like lockdown, climate change and 

Cinderella
in London, in an ancient woodland and at a grand palace with a real coach 

However, there was a deadline: be home by midnight or everything will return  

For a special event in your 
school with tickets, posters and 

It’s also running in UK cinemas 

Peter Duncan
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CINDERELLACINDERELLA:: 
A PANTOMIME A PANTOMIME 
MOVIE!MOVIE!
AFTER the success of 2020’s online pantomime Jack 
and the Beanstalk, there’s more festive fun to be had 
online this year with Cinderella. Oh, yes there is!

We have a very special discount code for First News 
readers who may want to watch the pantomime. The code 
is FIRSTNEWS10, so just go to pantoonline.co.uk for all the 
details on how to book your tickets!
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GET creative for Christmas with  
this amazing STABILO bundle! 
From creating your own decorations to designing your 

favourites and sparkly delights, 

in the bundle are the metallic 

own window displays to showcase your 

 
 

just answer this question:

WIN! A  STABILO        
FESTIVE BUNDLE

or see page 29. The closing date is 2 December 2021.
ENTER NOW! MARK YOUR ENTRY COLOUR

 

What do elves have on  
their shoes? 

  a) Berries   b) Bells   c) Stars



BRITANNICA MAGAZINE

WE CAN’T WAIT TO WELCOME YOU INTO OUR BRITANNICA FAMILY!

  Inspiring, fun and factual

  This new monthly magazine will 
make young readers say “wow” as they 
turn every page

 Full of fascinating facts, astonishing 
photos, quizzes, puzzles, jokes and 

much, much more!

 The perfect family gift 
for Christmas

Why not take advantage of our unmissable CHRISTMAS SPECIAL OFFER by signing up 

for an annual subscription today? Just look across the page to find out more!

  Inspiring, f

 This new m
make young re
turn every pag

 Full of fasci
photos, quizze

mu

Why not take advantage of ou

for an annual subscri

INTRODUCING… INTRODUCING… 

We’re thrilled to tell you about the launch of a brand-new 

non-fiction monthly magazine designed for curious young 

minds everywhere: Britannica Magazine!

NEW!
FOR KIDS 
AGED 7+

Each issue is bursting with brain-tingling articles and spectacular photos and illustrations, covering all 
your favourite subjects – from space, animals and the natural world, to history, machines and inventions. 

There’s lots to read and loads to look at, including competitions, quizzes, recipes, activities, puzzles, 
jokes and much, much more!

So, prepare for your brain to be boggled with amazing facts, extraordinary feats and awe-inspiring 

YYIIKKEESS!!
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GO TO WWW.BRITANNICAMAGAZINE.COM

WHAT’S INCLUDED

SPECIAL
OFFER!
Sign up now to a year’s worth of issues 
of the new Britannica Magazine and 
you will also receive a FREE COPY 
of the Britannica All New Children’s 
Encyclopedia – WORTH £25!

To subscribe and claim your 
FREE Britannica Children’s 
Encyclopedia, go to:
www.britannicamagazine.com 

Scan the QR code
above, or call

01778 392479

 A year’s worth of issues of Britannica Magazine 
starting in April 2022 (including bumper issues in 
summer and winter)

 FREE Britannica Children’s Encyclopedia worth £25

 FREE introductory issue of Britannica Magazine

 FREE digital editions for your tablet and computer

th of issues 
zine and

FREE 
BOOK 

WORTH 
£25!

WWOOWW!!

OH YEAHOH YEAH !!



RAVENSBURGER Advertisement feature

THIS CHR
GIVE THE PE

HOGWARTS  
3D CASTLE
Immerse yourself in the 
Wizarding World as you piece 
together this impressive 
building in 3D! Crafted to 
a premium standard, this 
540-piece puzzle is a must  
for any Harry Potter fan.

BUGS IN THE 
KITCHEN
With a HexBug nano® 
included, this is a simple 
game of trying to catch the 
little menaces. Can you catch 
them all? Nobody wants  
a kitchen full of bugs!

ESCAPE PUZZLE KIDS 
– JUNGLE
Putting together this richly-illustrated 368-piece 
jigsaw is only half the fun! Once assembled, 
you’ll uncover an exciting storyline and six 
mathematical riddles hidden within the jigsaw 
image. Solve the riddle and ‘escape’!

#UpsideDownChallenge
What happens when your world turns upside down? Take on 
more than 100 drawing and activity challenges in this fun 
game for two to six players!

e

NO matter who you’re buying a present for this Christm
FOR THE 
PUZZLE 
LOVERS

FOR 
FESTIVEFAMILY

FUN

H
3
m

W
o
u

4
o

eNO matte
R
Z
V H

3
Im
W
to
b
a 
5
fo

NO matteHER THE 
ZZLE 
VERS

E 

ch 



FirstNews     Issue 805     19 – 25 November 2021

RISTMAS
ERFECT GIFT

DISNEY VILLAINOUS
For those with an evil streak, this fun game is 
perfect! Take on the role of a Disney Villain and 
strive to achieve your own devious objective, 
and discover your character’s abilities, all while 
dealing twists of fate to stop your opponents in 
their tracks! Ages 12+.

GRAVITRAX 
ZIPLINE 
EXTENSION PACK
Power up the GraviTrax Starter-Set with 
the Zipline! The Zipline connects track 
sections to overcome long distances and 
varying elevations. 

mas, Ravensburger has something fantastic to offer!

G

FOR THE 
SCIENTISTS

FOR THE ARTISTS

, vensburger h

CreArt FESTIVE 
FRIENDS
This colourful painting by numbers activity 
is sure to relax you and get you in a festive 
mood! Immerse yourself in this beautiful 
wintry wonderland featuring a striking stag 
and his robin friend.

GRAVITRAX STARTER-SET
Experience the power of gravity with GraviTrax! Use your 
imagination to build superb tracks and get the marbles 

extra track packs and add-ons – like the Zipline!

SC

TURN TO  
PAGE 12

TO ENTER AN EPIC GRAVITRAX COMPETITION!

FOR THE VILLAINS



   ADVERTISEMENT

Orcas are amazing but too many are dying.
Poisoned by polluted seas. Accidentally caught 
in fishing nets. Some are even taken into captivity.
By adopting an orca with Whale and Dolphin
Conservation you can help us give orcas the
protection they need to survive. Your support 
will help us protect them from activities such as
industrial development, fish farming, logging and
pollution. We’ll send you your very own adoption
pack, including, a personalised certificate with a picture 
of your adoption whale, a set of fun stickers and a colourful WDC badge. 
We’ll keep you up-to-date on their daily lives through a great quarterly magazine, 
a monthly e-newsletter and you’ll receive an email birthday and Christmas card.

From £4 
a month

y.

d

picture
a colourful WDC badge.

To find out more visit 

adoptawhale.com

You can adopt:

WDC IS A COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE REGISTERED IN ENGLAND, NUMBER 27327421, REGISTERED CHARITY NUMBER 1014705
(ENGLAND AND WALES) AND NO. SC040231 (SCOTLAND). TELEPHONE 01249 449500  PHOTOS © ROB LOTT, SHARI MANNING, CETACEALAB

Do you know

someone 

who loves

ORCAS?

FIFE
Fife is the younger brother of Corky. Tragically,
he has never met his sister as she has been held
in captivity by SeaWorld. He is quite a character,
extremely handsome and easy to recognise by
his tall dorsal fin.

BEND
Bend was a surprise from the time she was born. 

No one had ever seen an orca quite like her. On the

front edge of her dorsal fin was a deep cut and it

grew lopsided taking on a comical look of the

sorting hat from Harry Potter!

Or

Adopting an orca helps 

protect their future…

For gifts for every budget, go to 

  
for 7 to 

14-year-
olds

Get a 
FirstNews 

gift subscription 
this Christmas 

for just £10!for just £10!

The perfect 
stocking 

 
just £5!

Every week First News informs, inspires and 
entertains its readers. Jam-packed with brilliant 

articles, entertaining interviews and awe-
inspiring photos, whatever your child is  

 
them every week in First News.
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GETTING under a big blanket with a great book is one of the best things you can do during the winter! Here are our 
recommendations for books – some Christmassy, some not – that you can get lost in this festive season.

OUR FESTIVE READS!
THE VERY MERRY 
MURDER CLUB
ROBIN STEVENS, SERENA 
PATEL & 12 OTHER AUTHORS
Co-edited by mystery buffs 
Robin Stevens and Serena 
Patel, this collection of festive 
foul play and Christmassy 
crimes features diverse 
characters and many,  
many mysteries!

WHERE’S 
WALLY? SANTA 
SPOTLIGHT 
SEARCH
MARTIN HANDFORD
This festive Where’s 
Wally book has you 
using a magic torch to 
scour six scenes for Wally and his friends, who 
have got lost in some Santa silliness!

STUNTBOY IN  
THE MEANTIME
JASON REYNOLDS
Meet Stuntboy, the 
newest superhero in 
town – at least in his own 
head! A funny adventure 
that deals with tough 
issues in a way that will 
warm your heart on  
a cold winter’s day.

TINSEL: THE GIRLS 
WHO INVENTED 
CHRISTMAS
SIBÉAL POUNDER

Santa story around! Join 
Blanche Clause and her 
best friend Rinki in this 
gloriously Christmassy 
adventure.

A MOUSE  
CALLED MIIKA 
MATT HAIG
Miika, the mouse from 
A Boy Called Christmas, 
stars in his own story, 
ahead of the A Boy 
Called Christmas movie. 
A book that features 
friendship, magic and 
plenty of cheese!

BANDOOLA: THE 
GREAT ELEPHANT 
RESCUE
WILLIAM GRILL
This book is absolutely 
bursting with gorgeous 
illustrations that will take 
you away from the cold, wet winter weather on 
a journey alongside the elephants who worked 
with humans in Myanmar during World War Two.

OUT OUT 
NOW
OUT 
NOW

The magical new adventure for children from

ALED JONES
DAWN FRENCH

AMANDA HOLDEN

GARY BARLOW

“Full of music, 
magic and heart”

DAWN FRENCH

“A wonderful story”
AMANDA HOLDEN

“Beautiful story –
 I can’t wait for  
the musical!!”

GARY BARLOW

LORRAINE KELLY

SHIRLEY BALLAS

ALAN TITCHMARSH

“Heartwarming 
and funny”

LORRAINE KELLY

“What a treat!”
SHIRLEY BALLAS

“A magical book 
about a  

magical voice”
ALAN TITCHMARSH

Bobby Dean First News ad.indd   1 11/11/2021   16:16

What is the name of Mrs Potts’ son in 
Disney’s version of Beauty and the Beast? 

  a) Cogsworth  b) Maurice  c) Chip

WIN! TICKETS TO 
SEE BEAUTY AND THE 
BEAST ON STAGE 

or see page 29. The closing date is 2 December 2021.
ENTER NOW! MARK YOUR ENTRY BEAUTY

EMBARK on an enchanted journey this 
Christmas in a brand-new musical 
adaptation of the beloved classic.
Tucked away in their attic on a cold 
Christmas night, Jasmine, Fleur and  
Briar bring the story of Bella and her  
adventures in Villeneuve to life. 
On her 18th birthday, Bella learns that 
her father is the victim of a terrible 
curse. Determined to face the Beast who 
condemned him, she sets out on a journey 
across the mountains in a race to learn the truth.
To be in with a chance of winning one of three family tickets  
to see Beauty and the Beast, just answer this question:

Terms and conditions: three readers will win a family ticket (four tickets, 
minimum one adult) to see Beauty and the Beast at the Rose Theatre, Kingston, 
KT1 1HL, valid for Sunday and Monday to Thursday performances from 3 
December 2021 to 3 January 2022. Subject to availability. No cash alternative. 
Travel and accommodation not included.

Beauty and the Beast 
is playing at the Rose 

Theatre, Kingston, 
from 3 December 2021 
to 3 January 2022. To 

book your tickets, visit 
rosetheatre.org



Find out more at royalalberthall.com/Christmas                                   #RAHChristmas

ROYAL ALBERT HALL Advertisement feature

A MAGICAL FESTIVE 
SEASON AWAITS!
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MY CHRISTMAS ORCHESTRAL 
ADVENTURE
SUNDAY 12 DECEMBER
Experience a magical white 
Christmas in this festive journey 
through classical music. 
We’ll be singing and dancing, 
and best of all, Albert’s Orchestra 
will bring our adventure to life!

GET TO KNOW WHAT’S ON AT THE 
ROYAL ALBERT HALL THIS CHRISTMAS

CAROLS AT THE ROYAL 
ALBERT HALL
SATURDAY 18 – FRIDAY 24 DECEMBER
Sing along to beloved classics in the spectacular surroundings of the 

carol concerts of the season. 

THE MUPPET CHRISTMAS CAROL 
IN CONCERT
SATURDAY  
11 DECEMBER
See the classic Charles Dickens 
story re-told by The Muppets on 
the big screen with live musical 
accompaniment by the Royal 
Philharmonic Concert Orchestra.

STORYTIME WITH FATHER 
CHRISTMAS
THURSDAY 2 – 
TUESDAY 21 DECEMBER
Father Christmas returns to his 
secret London headquarters at the 
Royal Albert Hall with his merry 
head elf, Crumpet, who will take 
you on a whimsical journey in this 
charming Christmas Storytime 
session – plus you’ll get  
a gift to take home! 

THE NUTCRACKER
TUESDAY 28 – FRIDAY 31 DECEMBER
Birmingham Royal Ballet’s The Nutcracker returns to the Royal Albert 
Hall this December. With its magical setting, grand ensemble and 
ravishing Tchaikovsky score, it’s without a doubt the perfect Christmas 
treat for all the family!
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FESTIVE FESTIVE FEAST!FEAST!

WINTER is a tough time of year for native birds, and they 

While many migratory birds leave the UK when the weather turns 
colder, lots of native species stick around all year. As the colder, wetter 

This time of the year is when they rely on our help more than ever. 
The RSPB, the UK’s leading bird charity, is asking us all to think of our 
feathered friends when making our own festive feasts, as lots of food 
that we may already have in the cupboard could help birds survive 
the winter. 

THE GOOD LIST THE NAUGHTY LIST
You don’t have to make a special trip to buy bird food in order 

scraps we throw away) can provide a feast that will help birds 
 

 Cheese – mild grated cheese is a huge hit with robins, dunnocks, 

 Unsalted bacon rind – chop it up so that lots of birds can have a 

lot if they can! Remember 
to check that it is unsalted, 

 Ripe or bruised apples 
and pears – thrushes, tits 
and starlings are big fans 
of these fruits!  

 Pastry – uncooked or 
cooked pastry is a treat  
for all birds, as long as it  

 Dried fruit – raisins, 
sultanas and currants are 
favourites with blackbirds, 

However, avoid these if you 
have pet cats or dogs, as 

iS
to

ck

Not all the food we eat is good for birds, so make sure you 

 Anything with salt – salt is toxic to birds, so make sure to keep it off 

 Cooking fat – leftover fat from your Sunday roast could smear onto 

 Cooked porridge oats – they can harden and get stuck around  

 Milk –
 Dried coconut –

DON’T FORGET THE WATER!
Water is really important for 

feathers clean, which helps 

weather turns cold it can be 

bird bath will be really popular 
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SONIC THE HEDGEHOG 
COUNTDOWN 
NUMSKULL.COM 
£39.99 
Behind each of the 24 doors is 
a little piece of your favourite 
hedgehog. Collect all the pieces 
and then slot them together to 
build your very own Sonic the 

keep forever, not just for Christmas!

MERRY MISCHIEF 
JIGSAW PUZZLE 
AMAZON.CO.UK 
£30.00 
This arts and crafts jigsaw  
puzzle calendar will keep you busy. 
It contains 22 festive jigsaw puzzles, as well as 
puzzle glue and ribbon so that you can craft your 
very own Christmas decorations. The puzzles 
come in four festive shapes, making them  
perfect to add to your Christmas tree.

DISNEY STORYBOOK 
COLLECTION 
WHSMITH 
£10.00
Count down to Christmas 
with all your Disney friends! 
Unwrap 24 books this festive 
season and enjoy a magical 
tale every day in the run-up to Christmas.

INSPIRE ADVENT 
CALENDAR
INSPIRE.CHARITY 
£45.00
The Inspire Advent tree 
is an interactive, wooden 
countdown calendar with 24 
magnetic wooden shapes. 
Each numbered shape has a 
festive picture or print on one 
side and an act of kindness 

each calendar will be donated to charity.

LEGO MARVEL THE 
AVENGERS LEGO.COM 
£24.99 
This Advent calendar is 
packed with 24 mini gifts 
for superheroes to collect 
and combine. Seven 

included, plus exciting 
items and accessories for 
you to create your scene 
with, one day at a time.

SMIGGLE 
SMIGGLE 
CALENDAR 
£20.00
Count down to 
Christmas with 25 days’ 
worth of limited edition 
favourites you’re 
bound to love! This stationery Advent calendar 
includes a pencil tube, rainbow gel pen, spiral 
keyring, pencil case and so much more.

WHAT’S IN 
THE SHOPS? ADVENT

CALENDARS

RSPCA, Wilberforce Way, Southwater, Horsham, West Sussex RH13 9RS. 
Data Protection Act: Data on minors is never disclosed to third parties and we do not  
send direct marketing fundraising literature to under 18s.  
The RSPCA helps animals in England and Wales. Registered charity no. 219099. www.rspca.org.uk 

Go to: www.rspca.org.uk/subscribeFN

ADVERTISEMENT

Love 
aniMals?

Amazing 
RSPCA

Exciting 
RSPCA RESCUES

GREAT
COMPETITIONS

ONLY

£7.50
for 4 issues

Y
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 SUBSCRIBE TO Animal  actionMAGAZINE 
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A team of astronomers led by the University of 
Arizona recently used the powerful Large Binocular 
Telescope in the USA to study the object, which was 
discovered in 2016. It is known as a quasi-satellite, 

around the sun. 
The scientists found that the spectrum of light 
bouncing off the object was nothing like 2,000 

astronauts on the Apollo missions in the 1960s and 
1970s. This made them think the quasi-satellite 
could well be a shard of moon that has come 
loose. Professor Vishnu Reddy of the University 
of Arizona said: “We have meteorites on the 

of those rocks came from, and this might be the 
piece in between.” The object has been named 
Kamo`oalewa, a Hawaiian word for an offspring  
that travels on its own. 

23. SCIENCE NEWS by Eddie de Oliveira FirstNews     Issue 805     19 – 25 November 2021

ASTRAZENECA, a manufacturer 
of COVID-19 vaccines, has been 
criticised for deciding to start  

The British-Swedish company has, until 
now, sold the vaccines to countries without 

the cost and the sale price).
Now, it has announced a major change to 
that policy, and will raise the price in order 

Other major COVID vaccine manufacturers, 
such as American companies Moderna 

The AstraZeneca vaccine was developed 
by scientists at Oxford University, who 
insisted the shot be sold on a not-for-

with the company. The chief executive of 
AstraZeneca, Pascal Soriot, now says the 
jab “will never be high priced” and that he 
wants “the vaccine to remain affordable to 
everybody around the world”. 
But the decision was immediately 
criticised. Anna Marriott of Oxfam said: 
“AstraZeneca is breaking its repeated…

 
for all countries for the duration of  
this pandemic. It is turning its back on 
these commitments at a time when  
the pandemic still rages and 98% of  
people in the poorest countries are  
not yet fully vaccinated.”
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Buried in the silt and sand was a merchant ship that had 
been undisturbed since it sank more than 2,000 years earlier. The 
long-dead sailors were found among gold jewellery, eroded statues 
and the world’s oldest known analogue computer.
At the Science Museum’s exhibition Ancient Greeks: Science and 
Wisdom you can see the statue of Hermes, protector of travellers 

was discovered among the 
treasures. The free exhibition 
reveals how curiosity and 
investigation were as key to the 
ancient Greeks who explored 
the world around them as 
they are to scientists today. 
Find out more at 
ScienceAndWisdom. 

This report is from the Science Museum in London
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An artist’s impression  

Jeremiah Thoronka, a 21-year-old from Sierra Leone, won 

other entries from 94 countries to scoop the top prize.
Thoronka was born during the Sierra Leone civil war, 

people. He grew up in a camp for displaced people and 
witnessed the dangers of air pollution up close, because 

available for lighting and cooking. This led to breathing 
problems among children and young people.
When he was ten years old, he was awarded a 
scholarship to one of the best schools in his region. Then, 

energy from heat and vibrations to create cheap, green 

schools so far.

Global Student Prize. He will use the top prize of $100,000 

Over 89% of the population of Sierra Leone live without 
electricity. Thoronka’s device absorbs kinetic energy 
from people who don’t even realise they’re contributing. 
Kinetic is a type of energy that comes from movement. 
So when Thoronka’s device is placed under a road with 

they create and uses them to generate  

an electric current. No 
emissions are released 
because, unlike fossil 
fuels, nothing is being 
burned. And the device 
doesn’t rely on weather 
conditions to work – 
all it needs is people 
moving on top of it. 
Thoronka said: “I feel 
so much hope for what 
I do. I am passionate 
about sustainable 
energy because I 
feel connected to the 
problem. I have lived a 
life without power.”

people who won the Commonwealth Youth Award. He 
told the BBC that he planned to use that prize money 

more locations. He is also a Global Youth Ambassador 
for Theirworld, the international children’s charity that 
campaigns for young people everywhere to have 
access to education. And Thoronka is also one of the 

Conservation Leaders.

kinetic energy device

“I FEEL SO MUCH HOPE”
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 What was it like working with the other members of the cast 
on set? 

 

 That must’ve been amazing! Was it scary at all?

 What’s the best bit about Christmas?

 

Elf

GETTING TO KNOW
GETTING TO KNOW

A BOY CALLED A BOY CALLED 
CHRISTMAS CHRISTMAS 

A Boy Called Christmas sees  

the Boy Called Christmas himself!

 For those who might not be familiar with the book, can you tell 
us a bit about A Boy Called Christmas? 

 Do you think you have anything in common with Nikolas? 

 

 A Boy Called Christmas  

 You have a best friend called Miika the mouse in the movie, 

 

 

A Boy Called Christmas 



THIS THIS WEEKWEEK
1 Taylor Swift has released a new 

version of her hit album Red 
after re-recording all of the original 
tracks. The new album features the 
14 original tracks alongside 16 new 
songs, including collaborations with artists like Ed Sheeran. The singer 
has promised to re-record all of her previous albums after the rights to 
the music were sold by her old record company, meaning she wouldn’t 
earn any money from the sale or streams of those songs. 

2 I’m A Celebrity… Get Me Out Of Here! kicks off on Sunday 21 
November. Ant and Dec are back at Gwrych Castle in Wales for this 

year’s series. Contestants lining up to complete some gruesome trials 
include pop star Frankie Bridge, EastEnders actor Adam Woodyatt, ex-
footballer David Ginola and diver Matty Lee. 

3 Gary Barlow is leading the celebrity 
panel on Simon Cowell’s new show 

Walk The Line. Simon has opted to stay 
behind the camera for the series, while 
he recovers from a back injury. More 
celebrities are due to be announced for  
the show, which launches later this year 
and will be hosted by Maya Jama. 

PICS OF 
THE WEEK

STOP-MOTION

Robin Robin is about an orphaned robin who hatches in a rubbish dump.  

mouse family, but fails 
spectacularly along 
the way. Determined 
to prove he is a mouse 
at heart, he sets off 
on a mission to steal 
a Christmas star. This 

 
of cute characters, 
catchy songs and 
festive cheer!
Robin Robin 

Shang-Chi And The Legend Of The Ten Rings actor Simu Liu talks 

to Adam Tanswell about stunning sets, superhero skills and the 

slickest songs to sing at karaoke… 
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 Head over heels
In order to win the lead role of Shang-Chi, actor Simu Liu decided to impress  

 

better put my best foot forward and show that I have the physical skill for the 

 Director disaster

hair up very dramatically and I looked at the camera, but the director said that 
he hated it! He was looking for something human, but I was trying to show that 
I was an amazing martial artist and amazing at gymnastics. To his credit, the 
director saw something in the dramatic part of the audition. The rest is history.”

 Down under wonder
Did you know that Shang-Chi And The Legend Of The Ten Rings  

month shutdown in the middle because of the pandemic,” explains Simu.  
 

were incredible!” 

 Turn it up
 

enthusiastic about it. I love singing songs like A Whole New World from Aladdin, 

songs and ballads too. I know some Backstreet Boys boy band songs and lots 
of songs from Disney musicals.”

 Dressed to impress
How did it feel to try on 
a super-slick superhero 
costume for the very 

emotional,” says Simu.  

it meant, understanding just 
how precious few people 
experience that kind of 
feeling. I felt so fortunate and 
so honoured. It was a really 
incredible moment.”

Catch Shang-Chi And 
The Legend Of The Ten 
Rings on Disney+, 
Blu-ray and DVD.
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26. BIG INTERVIEW by Serena Lacey and Ashcott Primary School Press Club

 Charlie: What was it like for you to become 
famous? Billy in your new book becomes 
accidentally famous. Do you think you became 
accidentally famous?
No, I don’t think I did. I was a comedian in London 
comedy clubs for about six years before I started  
to work on TV, so it can’t be classed as an accident. 
But also the book is partly based on the internet and 
the internet has done a thing that didn’t exist when  
I was young. Someone can do a thing on the internet 
and it can suddenly go viral and suddenly everyone 
knows about them and that can be quite frightening 
and quite exciting. That didn’t exist when I was 
younger, so I don’t think I had the ability to  
become accidentally famous like people do now. 

 Olivia: Who did you look up to when you 
were a schoolboy, like Billy in the book looks 
up to Sunshine?
That’s a really good question. When I was young, we 
didn’t have the internet and on telly there were only 
three channels, so there was basically your mum and 
dad to look up to. When I was a bit older, probably 
around 13, I used to like footballers and some pop 
stars. There was a pop star called David Bowie, who  
I was a massive, massive fan of. I think when I was  
11 I just looked up to my mum and dad and 
some cartoons! 

 Juliette: If you could go back and talk to your 
11-year-old self, what would you tell them?

 

in my teenage years. I was a very shy kid and I lived 
in a boring place and had a very boring life where 
nothing was very exciting. I think I would go back and 
say: “Don’t worry, it seems a bit boring now and you 
might be a bit shy and you might not think you’re  
all that, but it’s going to be okay. If you just carry  
on trying to do the things you like to do,” which  
was writing stories. 

It was mind-blowing to 
interview and hear one of my 
favourite authors. I think I’ll 
remember it forever!
– Eleia

““ ““

 Isabel: How do you come up with the names 
of the characters and places in your book?
Most of the time it is related to who they are. So with 
Billy Smith I wanted him to think of himself as very, 
very ordinary and not think of himself as very special 
or different, so I gave him a very ordinary name. 
That’s how I tend to think about names in general.  
A couple of times I have auctioned names for a 
charity. I have just done it for my next book, even 
though I don’t know what my next book is. For charity 
I say to parents that if they donate some money to 
charity, I will name some children in my new book 
after their children. I did that in The Person Controller, 
so I do that sometimes. With some of the characters  
I just like to think of a silly name. 

 Sam: Are your characters real, or do they live 
in your head? 
Most of the characters are not based on real people. 
Occasionally they are. In this book there is a producer 
character who wears very tight jeans and has a very 
big, black, brick hairdo, and he might be based on 

someone you may have seen on television! Yes, he 
is based on Simon Cowell, although don’t tell Simon 
Cowell if you see him because mine is not a very nice 
character! Most of the time they just do come out of 
my head and the story is what counts. If I think of  
a story like this one, where I want the boy to be shy 
and nervous and then gradually come out of himself 
because he becomes famous, I just imagine what 
that might be like. I don’t really base that on anyone,  
I just imagine what it must be like for that person. 

 Max: There’s a made-up Pixar movie called 
Socks in the book; are you a fan of Pixar?
I really like Pixar movies, I think they are certainly 
some of the best movies ever made. I think 
Ratatouille

Wall-E is like a masterpiece. Toy Story 
3 is brilliant and I think adults who don’t realise how 

Socks is just my 

of them but loves them at the same time, which is 
something that I do quite a lot as a comedian.

David live on Zoom to Ashcott 
Primary School Press Club 
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THIS week, the Press Club from Ashcott Primary School in Somerset joined First News for 
a special Zoom interview with author David Baddiel to talk about his new book (The Boy 
Who Got) Accidentally Famous. David read an extract from the new book before being 
quizzed by the students about the book, his favourite biscuits and THAT football song…

IS A JAFFA 
CAKE A 
BISCUIT 
OR A CAKE? 



27. BIG INTERVIEW

Press Club ready to interview David

 Juliette: What is your favourite memory 
of your time at primary school?
Oh gosh! We used to play a very odd version 
of a game of marbles, but I used to quite like it. 
We had quite a long, narrow playground and 
you had a little marble and you could win a big 
marble if you threw the little marble all the way 
down this long, narrow playground and hit the 
big marble. I did that once and won someone 
else’s big marble and that was my favourite 
thing that ever happened at primary school. 

 Freddie: If you could be a character 
from any of your books for a day, who 
would you be and why?
I wrote a book called AniMalcolm, which is 
about a boy who doesn’t like animals. His family 
really like animals and they have lots of pets 
and they send him on a trip to a farm. While he 
is there, a goat puts him under a magic spell 
whereby he falls asleep and every time he 
wakes up he is a different animal. He wakes up 
as a pig and he meets a pig called Ludwig, who 
is the wisest pig in the world, and I would like to 
be that character. I would like to be Ludwig the 
wisest pig in the world. If you get a chance to 
read AniMalcolm you’ll see what I mean. He is 
a really, really clever pig – he’s much cleverer 
than me. 

 Fenn: We were going to ask you if it’s 
coming home but you probably get  
asked that quite a lot. How does it make 
you feel and is it boring that people still 
ask you about Three Lions (Football’s 
Coming Home)?
No, it’s not boring at all, it’s nice. It’s nice that 
something I wrote with Frank Skinner and 
Ian Broudie and The Lightning Seeds in 1996, 
before any of you were born, is still being sung 
at football grounds and is still thought of as 
the big England football song. I was just there 
during the tournament and I was there at 
Wembley, listening along to people singing it 

and singing along 
to it with my son, who wasn’t born when it was 
written, so that is amazing. I’m very proud of 
Three Lions, I think it is a good song and I think  
it speaks very deeply to football fans, and so  
I’m glad that it is still going.

 Olivia: You performed at Glastonbury, 
which is just up the road from our school. 
What was that like?
It was great! I did comedy at Glastonbury,  
I’ve never performed Three Lions there. It 
was nice but it was very, very muddy. I was 
so covered in mud and we drove to Bath 

ourselves off. I remember driving onto the site 
and I had a little car, like a Mini or something, 
and it was just sinking in the mud. It was very 
muddy but it was a lot of fun! 

 Flo: In press club we love custard 
creams. What’s your favourite biscuit  
and do you drink tea or coffee?
That’s a really good question. My favourite 
biscuit, and there’s some controversy about 
this, is the Jaffa Cake. Now the controversy is 
that some people think that it’s a cake. Is a 
Jaffa Cake a biscuit or a cake? After all, it has 
cake in its name. I go with the idea that it is a 
biscuit because it has chocolate on it, it’s the 
same size as a biscuit and it’s got an orangey 
thing in the middle which is not really cakey. 
You couldn’t put candles on it and have it 
for your birthday, 
so I would say it is 

would have it mainly 
with coffee but I’m 
quite a traditionalist 
with tea and I do 
tend to have a cup 
of tea at tea time, 

o’clock, so I might 
have one then! 

(The Boy Who Got) Accidentally Famous is out now!
Watch some clips of David at 

It was so much fun to 
interview him. To be 
the only school in the 
country involved in 
this was amazing! 

– Maya

““

““ JACKBOX PARTY 
PACK 8 (PEGI 12)

POKÉ PETS!

THIS
up to ten players to play together. First News games 
reviewer Ella gave us her thoughts.
“This game got me excited for Christmas, as I enjoyed 
playing all of these games with my family, and can’t wait to 
get more people involved when they come over this winter.

Some of them are better than others.
My favourite was Job Job, where everyone has to write 
a silly sentence, and then answer a question only using 
random words from everyone’s sentences. Then everyone 
votes for the funniest!
Instead of using a controller, you play on your phone, which 
meant that my parents could join in on the fun too.
I also really liked Drawful Animate, which was like Pictionary, 
but you have to make your picture move! It’s so silly. 
If you’re playing with younger siblings there’s a family-
friendly setting, and you can extend the length of the timer, 
so you have longer to give your answers.
I had a lot of fun! I just wish there were more games!”

AHEAD of the release of Pokémon Brilliant Diamond 
and Pokémon Shining Pearl, The Pokémon Company 

from all over the world. 
There were three categories in Pokémon’s Super Pet 
Contest – Cute, Clever and Cool (pics left to right, below). 
The winning owners received the two new Pokémon games, 
as well as a Nintendo Switch Lite.
Check out the winning three pets, chosen by celebrity judge 
Michelle Visage!

GAME ZONE by Aaron Henderson

9

XBOX ONE, 
X|S, PS4/5, 

SWITCH, PC

FLORA, USA

FISH, UK

LIL ELSA, USA
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CAN you complete our crossword 
puzzle using the clues below?
Send in your answers and two winners  
will each win an Art Lab Pouring Studio.  
It’s a unique, fun way to let budding artists 
explore their eye for colour and design in 
one. Mixing colour palettes and using the 
tools provided gives a completely unique 
mini masterpiece that can be displayed  
on a miniature easel.

WORD
LADDER

SEE if you can get from the 
top of the ladder to the 

bottom by changing 
one letter at a time 

to make a new 
word.

DUCK

WING

WIN! AN ART LAB

SE
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any words of three or more letters you can make, using the m
iddle

let
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 each one. And can you  nd the word that uses all the letters?I N
E

L
AA

R

L
B

WORD WHEEL

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8

9 10

11

12 13 14 15

16

17 18

19

ACROSS
1 Game you might play  
at school (8) 
6 
7 Primate from 

9 Do something 
very quickly (4)

10 Reptile (6)
12 Dad (6)

14 Abominable snowman (4) 
17 

18
19 Cream (8)

DOWN
2 Large mythical creatures  

3 Eight plus one (4)
4 Cream puff pastry (6)
5 Lion King
6 Unkind or upsetting (7)
8 Bird of prey (3,4)
11 Explanation (6)
13 Host of the 2020 Olympic 

15 Zac _____ : High School 
Musical
16 Main stalk of a plant (4)

4 8 5 3 6
1 3 2

7 1 2 8
8 7 1 5
4 7

6 3 8 4
3 8 9 2

6 7 9
1 9 2 7 3

CAN you complete our sudoku 

one to nine? Send in your 
answers and one winner will 
win all seven books in the 
series, including the new book New Digs: A Roy of the Rovers Graphic 
Novel. In New Digs, a new season for Melchester Rovers kicks off! But 
will personal tragedy and an incident during their biggest match yet 
push footballing siblings Roy and Rocky to their limit?
Available from amazon.co.uk.

WIN! WIN! ROY OF THE ROY OF THE 
ROVERSROVERS BOOKS BOOKS



COMPETITIONS: You can enter First News  
First News

First News  
First News  
First News

in transit. First News
 

HOW TO ENTER: in 
 is29. PUZZLE FUN

SPOTSPOT THE  THE DIFFERENCEDIFFERENCE
CAN Ciao Alberto 

A B

LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS:
head is bigger, T-shirt is 

now green, Snoopy’s tail is missing, Charlie 
Brown’s mouth has changed, screen is 
missing. automatic. 

sail, soil, coil, coal, coat, boat. 

S O U V E N I R H

T S I U A

A S I A C I N E M A

I N E N P

R E G A L Z E B R A

C M R R

A T L A S A S C O T

S S C H M

E R A S E R S I Z E

I E A N N

B S U B T R A C T

2 7 6 5 4 9 1 3 8
3 5 8 2 1 6 7 4 9
9 4 1 8 7 3 6 5 2
8 9 5 4 3 7 2 6 1
7 1 3 6 2 8 5 9 4
4 6 2 1 9 5 8 7 3
6 3 7 9 8 2 4 1 5
5 8 4 3 6 1 9 2 7
1 2 9 7 5 4 3 8 6

  

WIN!WIN!  A POP-A-TOPS 
GAMES BUNDLE 

ENTER NOW! MARK YOUR ENTRY POP

 

 

 

ENTRY POP

  Popstars The Voice X Factor

WIN! AN ANNUAL BUNDLE 
FROM LITTLE BROTHER BOOKS

ENTER NOW! MARK YOUR ENTRY ANNUAL

 

First News

Gigantosaurus Annual 2022
Ultimate Guide to 

Among Us Annual 2022
Shoot Annual 2022 

Barbie Annual 2022 is 

LOL Annual 2022
 Little Mix 2022 Pop Winners Annual

GamesWarrior’s Ultimate Guide to 
Fortnite Roblox Minecraft.
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Written and illustrated by Paul Palmer

A GROOM marked his wedding day by 
accidentally losing his ring down a drain! 
Anthony Serritella said he was showing his new 
wedding ring to a friend when it slipped off and fell down 
the storm drain in Chicago, USA. Oops! 
Mr Serritella couldn’t reach the ring himself, so he had to call out the  

 
down the drain and retrieve the precious item so that everyone could carry  
on with the day’s celebrations.  

WAT-ER 
WEDDING!

VINTAGEVINTAGE APPLE APPLE

AN original Apple computer has sold at auction in America for  
a staggering $400,000 (£295,000). 
The Apple-1 computer was built by Apple’s co-founders Steve Wozniak and 
Steve Jobs back in 1976. It was one of just 200 created when the company was 

The computer is covered in rare koa wood and had only had two owners 
before it was auctioned. As you can see, it looks very different to the technology 
we use today!

COULD Doug the mutant potato be the heaviest in the world?
The giant vegetable was found by farm owner Colin Craig-Brown when 
he was weeding his garden one day.

Colin, from New 
Zealand, said he had 
no idea where the huge 
potato had come from, 
but reckons it’s been 
growing for at least 
a couple of years. It 
weighs a whopping 
7.8kg (17.2lbs).
He and his wife Donna 
are now waiting to hear 
if it’s scooped a new 
Guinness World Record 
for being the heaviest 
potato ever. In the 
meantime, they’ve been 
towing Doug around 
town for all the locals to 
enjoy. Mr Craig-Brown 
said: “We put a hat on 
him. We put him on 
Facebook, taking him 
for a walk, giving him 
some sunshine.”

IN other vegetable 
news, Kevin the 
carrot has been 
given the chop 
by Aldi!
The supermarket 
chain has decided 
to feature a different fruit in its Christmas advert this 
year, instead of fans’ beloved Kevin. Viewers can 
now enjoy the adventures of Ebanana Scrooge!

DIDDID
YOUYOU

KNOWKNOW

NICE TO NICE TO 
EATEAT YOU,  YOU, 

DOUGDOUG!!
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Imagine using this to do your homework! 
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WE WANT TO 
HEAR WHAT 
YOU/YOUR 
SCHOOL 
IS UP TO
Write in to let us know what 
you’ve been up to! Have you 
been getting creative? Been 
for a great day out? Raised 
money for charity? Whatever 
it is, we love hearing about 
your adventures, so why not 
share your experiences with 
First News readers?
Email your report (and any 
pictures you want to share) to 

. 
Don’t forget to include your 
name and age (and your 
school’s name and address 
for school news reports). By 
writing in, you give consent 
to First News printing details 
and photographs of those 
involved in the report.

LOOKING AFTER 
THE RHINOS

ROMANS AND 
ROLLERCOASTERS

for two years and my baby sister’s 

thing was arriving at our hotel, Les 
Quais de Lutèce, which is designed 
to look just like Paris in Roman times. 
We had a family room, which had 
a separate kids’ section with big 
wooden bunk beds (I got the top 
bunk!) with a view of the woods and 
some scary-looking rollercoasters!

into Parc Astérix. I was tall enough to 
go on some of the bigger rides. One 
of my favourites was L’Oxygénarium, 
a superfast water ride that feels 

I went on three times! I was brave 
enough to try out a couple of the 
rollercoasters… but then I started 
to feel a bit sick, so I joined my little 
sister on some of the more gentle 
rides, like the big carousel. 
We got the chance to meet the 

best thing was that the whole place 
was themed for Halloween, which 
was called ‘Peur sur le Parc’ (Fear in 

zombies, ghosts and some other 
scary surprises. I loved it! 
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My dad looks after all the animals, 
but his special friends are the rhinos. 
I enjoy helping my dad at work and 
help to feed and pick up the poo of 
the different animals.

 

really big poo, which is super 
smelly! We have a daddy rhino 
called Monty and mummy rhinos 

have had lots of babies, and  
Ruby has just had a baby girl. 

My dad named the baby rhino 
after me because I am such a good 
helper and look after the rhinos so 
well. I like visiting baby Molly and 
enjoy stroking her through the bars 
when I come to see her. 
She likes it when I stroke her under 
her chin and this makes her sit down. 
When I grow up I want to be a vet 
nurse so I can help look after all of 
the animals but especially the rhinos.

CLIMATE 
WEEK
ON 

wonderful Christopher Lloyd, the author of 
It’s Up To Us. He told us about his amazing 
book and the 33 unique and talented 

is full of important messages on how 
everyone can help to stop climate change. 

Prince of Wales, which is like a promise  
we can all make to save the planet.
Each day we attended different workshops. 

to eat food farmed locally that is in season. 
We even planted our own tree seeds in 
biodegradable paper pots that we made. 
Over the rest of the week, we visited the 

 
we made bug hotels to take back to our school to encourage biodiversity in our 

We also did explosive experiments that showed us how the sea warming up is 
bad because more carbon dioxide is released into the atmosphere. 
Its was a great week learning about the small changes everyone can make to 

to the environment and receiving a signed copy of Christopher’s inspirational 
book. Remember, It’s Up To Us!

First News team details available at . For editorial enquiries, contact  or (020) 3195 2000. For home subscription enquiries, email  or call 0330 333 0186. For school 
subscription enquiries, email  or call . Web: . All material in this newspaper is © 2021 First Group Enterprises Ltd and cannot be used without written permission. First News is published by 

 
We are extremely passionate about the environment and we are always looking at ways to reduce waste throughout the company and across all of our products. Our paper comes from sustainable sources. We package First News in a mixture of 
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rugby union 
internationals in  
a row have been  
won by England, 
following their 
51-12 thrashing of 

Canada. Prior to this victory, England 
secured two back-to-back record 
wins over New Zealand. Scotland, 
meanwhile, beat Japan 36-12 in  
a third straight victory. 

.34 was Sakamoto 
Kaori of Japan’s 
winning score in the 
NHK Trophy. It was 
the fourth event 
of this season’s 

Grand Prix of Figure Skating. Fellow 
Japanese skater Uno Shoma won 
the men’s competition. Both expect 
to compete at the Winter Olympics 
in Beijing, which starts in February. 
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223

years after the 
London 2012 
Olympics, Team 
GB’s Robbie 
Grabarz (below) 
has been awarded 

a silver medal for the high jump. 
That’s because the original gold 
medallist, Russia’s Ivan Ukhov, has 
been stripped of his title for doping. 
American Erik Kynard has now been 
awarded gold.
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The Three Lions thrashed San Marino 

their place at the tournament for the 
seventh time in a row. Captain Harry 
Kane scored four goals to put him level 
with Gary Lineker on 48 international 
goals. Only Wayne Rooney and Bobby 
Charlton have scored more. 

their place in the play-offs next March. 
Three of the 12 teams in the World 
Cup play-offs will advance to Qatar. 

 
in Group F and qualify automatically. 
Wales are also guaranteed a place 
in the play-offs, but Northern Ireland 
won’t be able to qualify. 
There was a big upset as Serbia beat 
Portugal in Lisbon to qualify ahead 
of Cristiano Ronaldo’s team. Fulham 

the 90th minute to send his country 
to the World Cup at the expense of 
Portugal, who will now go into the 
play-offs. Croatia also secured their 
place at Qatar in dramatic style. They 
beat Russia thanks to a late own-goal, 
which saw them leapfrog the Russians 
to the top of the table. Russia will now 
be in the play-offs. 
Another side hoping to qualify next 
March will be Sweden. They lost 1-0 to 

advance automatically to the World 
Cup. And the European champions, 
Italy, will also have to compete in 

Switzerland in Group C. 
Germany, who have enjoyed seven 
wins in a row under new coach Hansi 

win over Armenia. 

their place at the next World Cup, 
following a 1-0 win over Colombia.
Qatar 2022 is scheduled to take place 
between Monday 21 November and 
Sunday 18 December 2022.

ENGLAND 

OFF TO OFF TO QATAR! QATAR! 
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