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THE LATEST ON THE 
WAR IN UKRAINE

JOIN THE  BIG 
PLASTIC  COUNT

by editor in chief Nicky Cox 

Max Woosey has slept outside in storms, snow and heatwaves, but now he’s coming indoors.

Well, at least he says he will sometimes!
After two years of sleeping in a tent, Max, who  
has raised more than £700,000 for charity, is  
about to remember what a bed feels like.
“I’m still going to be in my tent a lot,” said Max, 
12. “But now I’ve done two years, if there’s a big, 
dangerous storm coming I may come inside, or  
if we have a trip to London I may stay in a hotel.  
I’m not going to have to be outside every night  
any more.”
Max began camping out in March 2020, after an 
elderly neighbour, Rick Abbott, who was dying,  
gave Max a tent and told him to have an adventure 
with it.

decided to do a fundraising camp-out for the 
hospice that cared for Rick. Max thought he’d  
keep going until lockdown was over… but it went  
on and on.
Over the two years, Max has been through around 
15 tents and has had camping trips at Downing 
Street, Twickenham Stadium and even slept on  
a hotel balcony.
Max’s dad joined him in the tent during last month’s 
Storm Eunice, with Max joking that he was more 
bothered by his dad’s snoring than the wind!
Last weekend Max organised a “big camp-out”, 
having invited not only friends from north Devon 
but also people from around the world to sleep 
outside, or even make a den in their bedroom.

WE’RE all recycling – but plastic 
waste is still everywhere. 
The organisers of a new campaign say 
something doesn’t add up, and they 
need your help to prove it.
They want people to sign up now to 
take part in the The Big Plastic Count.
The idea is for everyone to count their 
plastic for one week between 16 and  
22 May to see how much plastic  
we are having to throw away,  
and what happens to it.
Across the country, households, 
schools, community groups and 
businesses will gather evidence.
Everyday Plastic and Greenpeace, who 
are behind the count, hope the results 
will push the Government, brands and 
supermarkets to take bold action to 
tackle the plastic crisis.

Your teacher can get a free pack 
and resources for The Big Plastic 
Count, which doesn’t have to 
be done in the actual week, as 

long as your data is in by 31 May. The 
organisers say: “This isn’t about feeling 
guilty about the amount of plastic you 
use. Too much single-use plastic is 
produced and there aren’t reusable 
alternatives to suit everyone’s needs.”

Bonnie Wright, who played 
Ginny Weasley in the 
Harry Potter movies, 

is supporting The Big 
Plastic Count. She 

said: “I know as 
individuals we can 
make a difference 

and I want to be 
part of the  

change I long 
to see.”

Sign up now at thebigplasticcount.com

P6&7

TENT BOY COMES  
IN FROM THE COLD  
– AFTER TWO YEARS
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This year’s Oscar nominees were 
given a $140,000 (£106,000) goodie 

 

 

OSCAR GOODIE 
BAGS

MASS BLEACHING AT 
GREAT BARRIER REEF

BLOGGER DIES

PARALYSED MAN 
CLIMBS SKYSCRAPER

A man who can’t walk has 
just walked up 1,444 steps to 
the top of a skyscraper. How 
did he do it? With the help of a 
robotic walking device! Simon 
Kindleysides has a brain tumour 
that has left him unable to move 
his legs on his own, but that 
hasn’t stopped him getting out 
and about. The exoskeleton 
suit, from ReWalk Robotics, has 
helped Simon get two Guinness 
World Records: one for this stair 
walk and another for walking  
the London Marathon. Simon 
says: “I use my suit to push 
boundaries to the max. My motto 
is ‘no such thing as can’t.’” SAIL AWAY
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SUDAN HUNGER 
CRISIS GROWING

Food organisations have 
warned that wars, money 
problems and bad crops could 
double the number of people 
going hungry in Sudan. Two 
United Nations organisations 
said people are being forced 
to leave their homes and jobs 
in parts of the country where 

also increasing, with the price 
of bread and sugar going up by 
66%. UN groups say 18 million 
people could face extreme 
hunger by September. 

THE ANTI-OSCARS

Diana: The Musical

 
in Space Jam: A New Legacy.

Australia’s Great Barrier Reef 
has experienced its fourth mass 
bleaching event in six years. 
Bleaching happens when coral 
become stressed and get rid of 
the algae that give them their 
colour and help them to survive. 
Warmer seas have caused the 
problem at the world’s largest 
reef system, which is home 
to thousands of species. Dr 
David Wachenfeld, who studies 
the reef, said: “The climate is 
changing and the planet is 
about 1.5°C warmer than 150 
years ago. Unexpected events 
are now to be expected. Nothing 
surprises me any more.”
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VOLCANO FALLOUT

EARLY BIRDS

TOWER TO REOPEN
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A TEAM of around 100 scientists has 
completed the enormous task of reading 
something called the human genome, which 
could transform medicine for ever.
The genome is made up of all of our genes, which 
are built from a chemical called DNA and found 
in our body’s cells. Genes are like instructions that 
tell our body how to grow and work properly, and 
everybody’s genome is different.
In 2003, scientists announced success in reading 
a human genome, but around 8% was thought to 

these missing bits out, allowing us to see “chapters 
that were never read before,” says Evan Eichler, 
one of the researchers involved in the work.
Alterations in genes can often lead to disease, so 
it’s hoped this work could lead to a revolution in 
‘personalised medicine’. This means developing 

or groups of people.  

MEDICINE 
REVOLUTION
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FREE SCHOOL 
BREAKFASTS 
CAMPAIGN
UK charity Magic Breakfast is calling on the Government 
to increase funding for free school breakfasts.
Youth campaigners at the charity have started a petition that 
will be sent to Prime Minister Boris Johnson in May. They want the 
money spent on free school brekkies to increase by £75m a year. 
They say 2.5m kids risk being too hungry to learn and that the 
money could come from a sugary drinks tax that already exists.
The petition was started after Chancellor Rishi Sunak’s Spring 
Statement, which looks at the country’s money and how it  
is spent.

the biggest fall in living standards since records began in 1956. 
That means more people will struggle as the cost of things goes 
up but the amount of money people earn doesn’t change much.
Find out more about Magic Breakfast’s petition and letter to the 
prime minister at tinyurl.com/endschoolhunger.

THOUSANDS of young 
people took part in 
international school strikes 
last week, calling for more 

action to help the climate.    
Campaigners from across the 

world, including Australia, the 
Philippines and Germany, took part in 

Fridays For Future’s tenth global climate strike. Climate 
activist Greta Thunberg, who inspired the movement, 
was among them. Greta posted a Twitter video of 
herself and others in Sweden chanting the phrase:  
“We are unstoppable! Another world is possible!”

A CEASEFIRE has been declared in Tigray in 
Ethiopia, following a 17-month war there. 

Ethiopia and rebel forces in its northern Tigray 
region in November 2020. 
The war has spilled over into the neighbouring 
regions of Amhara and Afar, killing thousands  
of people and forcing millions from their homes.  
An agreement has now been reached so that 

food and medicine, that they need. The northern 
region has not received any aid deliveries by road 

 
a long-term peace deal and an end to the war.

TIGRAY 
CEASEFIRE

A school that was 

There are around six billion ‘letters’ in the 
human genome, all contained within a 
substance called DNA

BITE-SIZEDBITE-SIZED
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PROTESTS AGAINST AFGHAN 
GIRL SCHOOL CLOSURES
PROTESTS have been growing after the 
Taliban, which took control of Afghanistan 
last year, said that girls’ secondary 
schools would stay closed. 
The shock announcement occurred last 

Afghanistan’s school year. While girls’ primary 
schools have reopened, girls’ secondary 
schools have remained closed. All boys’  
schools are open as normal.
Brave women and girls protested (right) outside 
the Ministry of Education in capital city Kabul, 
chanting: “Education is our right – open the 
doors of girls’ schools!”
Matiullah Wesa, the founder of an Afghan 
charity that pushes for education, said that 
people were planning to hold protests across 
the country.
Meanwhile, the closures have been condemned 
around the world. Michelle Bachelet from the 
United Nations said the closures went against 
“the human rights of women and girls”, while 
Samira Hamidi from Amnesty International said 
the Taliban had “betrayed” the country.
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PEOPLE enjoy the cherry blossom. The Japanese have a long-held tradition 
of enjoying the blooming of cherry blossoms, which is a central theme in the 
Japanese worship of nature. The blossom only lasts for around a week and 
marks the beginning of spring.

THE Eiffel Tower, before (top) and after (bottom) the lights were switched off 
as part of the Earth Hour environmental campaign on 26 March.

HOT-AIR
year, the event includes a huge, three-toed sloth called Tico (pictured).

police have launched a new scheme called Sunday Street. 
The idea is to encourage people to come out of their homes and to relax 
and engage in some fun, sporting and wellness activities on the streets. 

MALANG, INDONESIA

MUMBAI, INDIA PARIS, 
FRANCE

TOKYO, JAPAN

PEOPLE walk through an art installation made from plastic water bottles as 
part of an awareness drive on World Water Day on 22 March.
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SNOW is forecast for parts of the UK this 
week, as temperatures drop below freezing.
Forecasters say that snow could equal levels 
that have only been seen once in the UK, when 
the whole of Blackpool Tower was under snow. 

week so that they stand out from the snow.

UK supermarkets have been accused 
of trying to sell cheap meat and 
encouraging people to eat more.

supermarkets – Tesco, Sainsbury’s, Asda and 

on meat products in order to sell more. 

to promote better diets to improve people’s 

said: “Supermarkets need to come to terms, 

our pocket and the planet.”

Visit 

Do you have a friend who’d like to try First 
News? 

WE LOVE A SALE!

 

ELON MUSK 
THE entrepreneur could have to 

years if American President Joe 

the Billionaire Minimum Income 

It will ensure that any American 
households worth more than  

THIS POLAR BEAR 
THE

The cute cub, born in December 

has also ventured outside for the 

 
new enclosure. 

5. HEADLINES FirstNews     Issue 824     1 – 7 April 2022

GOODGOOD
WEEKWEEK

BADBAD
WEEKWEEK

NEW plans have been 
announced for schools in 
England, including longer 
days and higher maths 
and English targets. 
The Government wants 
to help pupils catch up 

because of the pandemic. 

the poorest pupils have 
fallen behind the most, with 

teachers for every child”.

CHEAP MEAT BAD FOR HEALTH

deliver her little ducklings – the hospital! 

staff discovered the new mum and her ten tiny 
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Would longer school days help 
you with work? Vote at 

AWWW!AWWW!

EDITOR’S  
COMMENT
SO, today (Friday) is April Fool’s Day.
And we thought we’d join in the fun – so can you spot the April Fool  
on this page? Lots of other newspapers and media organisations 
will be running April Fool jokes today, and there will be many online. 
So, look out for them and don’t be fooled! It will be a bit like spotting 
“fake news” the rest of the time. 
Do your research, check your sources and see if at least three other 
organisations are running the story – see if you can tell the difference 
between what’s real and what’s not!
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More than ten million people have 

because of the Russian invasion

EU GAS DEAL 
DODGES RUSSIA
The agreement will mean that the USA will provide the EU with 

 

 

People leaving 
Mariupol

UKRAINE: RUSSIA HAS UKRAINE: RUSSIA HAS 
TAKEN THOUSANDS OF TAKEN THOUSANDS OF 
OUR CITIZENSOUR CITIZENS

HALF OF ALL 
UKRAINIAN 
CHILDREN HAVE 
LEFT THEIR HOMES
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Head to 

WAR HITS THE WORLD’S ECONOMY
Last year, the organisation said that it 
expected the world’s economy to grow by 
around 3.6%, meaning the total value of 
every country’s goods and services 
would increase, on average.
Instead, the organisation now expects 
the world’s economy to grow by just 2.6% 
this year. While that doesn’t seem a big 
difference, it’s expected to have a large 
impact on many countries.
When a country’s economy isn’t performing 
as well as expected, everything can become 
more expensive, including importing things 
everyone needs.
Some parts of the world don’t have much 

money to spare so, when prices rise, they 
can’t afford essential items, like food, fuel 
or medicines. 
UNCTAD has said that the world’s poorest 
countries, which rely the most on other 
countries for essentials, will be hit the 
hardest.
Richard Kozul-Wright, the director of one 
branch of UNCTAD, said that “all parts of the 
global economy” would be impacted by the 
crisis in Ukraine.
Many countries are going to need help from 
international organisations, including the 
International Monetary Fund and the World 
Bank, UNCTAD said.

UKRAINE FIGHTS BACK
Ukrainian forces have gone on the offensive (attacking instead of defending), as a 

Last week, a Russian warship called the Orsk arrived at the port of Berdyansk, which 

claimed to have destroyed it, demonstrating Ukraine’s ability to hit major targets.
Counter-attacks by Ukrainian forces have also meant that areas previously claimed  
by Russia are now, once again,  under Ukraine’s control.

focused on the eastern region of Donbas now.
The UK’s Ministry of Defence (MoD) said it had seen lots of Russian troops moving 
towards the east of the country. The MoD said that, in the north, attacks from Ukrainian 
soldiers had meant that Russia was struggling to reorganise its forces.

has recorded that 1,151 civilians have been 
killed, and another 1,824 injured. 

that information can’t be checked.
Work by the Kyiv School of Economics (KSE) 
has shown that the cost of damage to roads 
and buildings in Ukraine has reached almost 
$63 billion (£48bn). The data has come from 
a project known as Russia Will Pay, where 
people can report on damages caused by 
the Russian military. The KSE then calculates 

It has found that, as of 24 March, at least 
4,431 residential buildings, 92 factories and 
warehouses, 378 schools, 138 health care 
institutions, eight airports and seven thermal 
power plants and hydroelectric power 
plants have been damaged, destroyed or 
seized in Ukraine.
Meanwhile, world leaders have been calling 
for the Russian president to bring an end to 
the war.
Prime Minister Boris Johnson said that 
Russia’s invasion has “already failed”. US 
President Joe Biden called Putin a “butcher” 
after meeting with Ukrainian refugees.

LEADERS TALK AS 
CIVILIANS AFFECTED

First 
News
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 Roarsome visitors at 
Gunnersbury Park
Dino Kingdom is coming to London for the 

Tyrannosaurus rex
Apatosaurus

www.dinokingdom.com.

 An egg-shellent day at 
the zoo

zsl.org/zsl-whipsnade-zoo.

 Super-sized fun  
at RHS Gardens

www.rhs.org.uk.

PEEBLESSHIRE

LONDON

 Easter quests with  
English Heritage

 

www.english-heritage.org.uk/
visit/whats-on.

ENGLAND

 An eggstravaganza 
at Traquair House

 
 

 

 
 

 
www.traquair.co.uk.

ENGLAND

 Medieval mayhem  
at the castle

cadw.gov.wales/beaumaris-
castles-easter-eggstravaganza.

WHIPSNADE

En
gl

is
h 

He
rit

ag
e

Di
no

 K
in

gd
om

ZS
L

G
et

ty

RH
S/

 T
re

vo
r R

ay
 H

ar
t 

Tr
aq

ua
ir 

Ho
us

e



WOW!WOW!

 

– emi1234567

9. HEADLINES FirstNews      1 – 7 April 2022

YOUR 
SAY!

 

The First News

CODA

CODA (rated 12A) stands for Child Of Deaf Adults, and is 
about a hearing daughter who has deaf parents 
and wants to become a singer. 

deaf man to win an Oscar for acting. However, his 

ever win an Oscar, all the way back in 1987. 
Kotsur dedicated his award to the deaf  
and disabled community, saying: “This is 
our moment!”
Ariana DeBose won Best Supporting Actress 
for West Side Story

of gender and aren’t just attracted to members 
of the opposite sex) person of colour to win at the 
awards. The Oscars have been criticised in the 
past for not being very diverse.
Encanto won Best Animated Feature Film, the 13th 

the last 15 years!

DIABETES PROGRAMME 
SUCCESS

 
 

You can get type 2 diabetes when your blood sugar levels 
are too high, which can lead to all sorts of problems. The  
NHS says about 10% of its budget is spent on treating 
diabetes each year. 
But with the NHS Diabetes Prevention Programme (NHS 
DPP), doctors saw a decrease of 7% in the number of 
people being diagnosed with type 2 diabetes between 
2018 and 2019. That’s around 18,000 people!
The NHS DPP gives advice on healthy eating and exercise. 
People who complete the nine-month programme lose 
about 3.3kg on average, reducing their risk of getting 
diabetes. That avoids the need for medication and, in the 
worst cases, amputations (having a body part removed).

 APRIL FOOL’S DAY 1 APRIL
Traditionally a day of pranks and practical jokes! 

 RAMADAN 2 APRIL – 1 MAY
Ramadan is a holy month observed by Muslims across 

 INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN’S BOOK DAY 
2 APRIL A day to celebrate reading and children’s 
literature.

DIARYDIARY
DATESDATES

OSCAR 
WIN FOR 
DEAF FILM

OMG!OMG!
There were also some shocking scenes at 
the Oscars as Best Actor winner Will Smith 
slapped comedian Chris Rock. Rock made 
a joke about the shaved head of Smith’s 
wife, Jada Pinkett-Smith. Neither found the 
joke funny, as Pinkett-Smith suffers from  
a hair-loss condition called alopecia.

 



 Misnamed Machu Picchu?
A new research paper has suggested that one of 
the world’s most famous archeological sites, Machu 
Picchu, was known by a different name to those who 
lived there hundreds of years ago.
Donato Amado Gonzales of Peru’s Ministry of Culture 
and Brian S Bauer from the University of Illinois 
Chicago looked at all the references to the ruins 
made between the 16th and 19th century. They  

Instead, there are references  
to a place called Picchu  
or, more likely, Huayna 
Picchu – which means 
‘Young Peak’.
Despite the debate, it’s 
unlikely that the area’s name 
will be changed, as the ruins 
are already very well known  
as Machu Picchu.

 Shanghai shuttered
As much of the world adapts to a way of living with 
Covid-19, Chinese authorities have introduced a 

lockdown of its largest city, which is home to 
26 million people.

Bridges and tunnels have been 
closed, and half of the city has 

been told they must stay home. 
The other half has been given 

several days to stockpile 
groceries and other 
essentials.
The lockdown was 
introduced after city-wide 
testing discovered a record 
3,500 cases, which is 
around 70% of all the  
Covid cases in China.
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 Two-day strike
This week, millions of Indians refused to go to work in 
protest at government policies they say are harmful 
to workers, farmers and Indians in general.
Protesters 
blocked 
roads and 
railways, and 
published 
a list of 
demands.
These include 
calls to stop 
selling state-
run businesses, such as railways and ports,  
to private companies.
The government did not comment or respond to  
the strike.

 Apples are improved
New research has found that the tastiness of today’s 
apples is thanks to hundreds of years of human work.
Researchers from Canada’s Dalhousie University have 
examined how apples have evolved [developed] over 
the years. They examined Canada’s Apple Biodiversity 
Collection, an orchard with more than 1,000 apple 
varieties, and compared ancient apples with today’s.
They found that modern apples are bigger, three times 
heavier, much less bitter and stay fresh when stored 
much better than their wild ancestors.
Humans are thought to have farmed apples for at 
least 7,000 years.

INDIA

CANADA
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 Massive crab migration
In Cuba’s Bay of Pigs, hundreds of thousands of 
crabs have emerged from their nests and marched 
their way out of the forest towards the beach to 
spawn in the sea.
Residents say that because of the pandemic, there 

crabs have been able to reproduce in peace. This 
has led to a huge increase in numbers.

quite a lot of crushed crabs.

 Missile launch movie
North Korea has launched what it has described 
as its “largest” missile yet into the Sea of Japan. 
The missile landed approximately 90 miles 
(150km) from Japan’s coast.
A security meeting was held between South 
Korea, Japan, the USA, UK and France to discuss 
the launch.
The day after the 
successful missile 

showing North  
Korean leader  
Kim Jong-un wearing 
a leather jacket and 
sunglasses, nodding 
at his watch before 
the missile takes  
off, was shown on 
state TV. 

CUBA
NORTH KOREA

Protesters block a train
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Far-UVC light kills 98% of microbes, 
including bacteria and viruses such as 
the one that causes Covid-19. It’s not 
visible like a normal light is, so it doesn’t 
bother anyone. Unlike other forms of UV, 
it can’t get into human skin cells or eye 
cells, so it’s safe to use around people.
Scientists in the USA and UK placed the 
new far-UVC lights in a large chamber 
with the same ventilation rate as a 

sprayed into the room and the far-UVC 
lamps killed more than 98% of the tiny 

Even as the germs continued to be 

sprayed into the room, the light kept  
on zapping them. 
This made the indoor air almost as  
safe as outdoor air, where natural 
breeze blows germs away quickly.
The new device could help make 
all indoor spaces safe from highly 
infectious viruses such as the one that 
causes Covid-19. Combined with good 

reduce the spread of the virus. 
But we are still some way off the far-
UVC light being widely available for 
public buildings like hospitals, theatres 
and schools.
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NEW UV LIGHT ZAPS VIRUSES IN AIR

THE head of the United Nations (UN) 
has said that the rush to use fossil fuels 
because of the war in Ukraine 
is “madness”. 
Secretary-General António Guterres made the 

year’s COP26 climate summit, which took place 
in Glasgow.
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has led to a surge 
in the price of oil and gas, two types of fossil fuel 
that provide energy. That’s because Russia is 
a major provider of gas and the third biggest 
producer of oil in the world.
Some countries, including the USA and UK, have 
said they will stop using Russian energy in order 
to punish Russian President Vladimir Putin for 
the war. Others want to use much less of it.

in their energy supply. But rather than focus 
on renewables, such as wind, solar and hydro 
energy, leaders including Boris Johnson have 
been looking to other countries that produce oil, 
such as Saudi Arabia. Several countries are also 
planning to use more coal.
The ongoing use of fossil fuels like gas, oil and 
coal means emissions will keep on increasing. 
That in turn means the target of keeping the rise 
in global temperatures under 1.5°C this century 
is at great risk. Mr Guterres pointed out that 
emissions are currently on track to rise by 14%. 
He said: “Countries could become so consumed 
[obsessed] by the immediate fossil fuel supply 
gap that they neglect… policies to cut fossil fuel 
use. This is madness.”
Mr Guterres 
(right) has called 
on countries to 
“accelerate the 
phase out of 
coal and all fossil 
fuels”. He also 
said that coal 
was “a stupid 
investment”. 
He said that 
the climate 
emergency was 
“not solved in 
Glasgow” and 
that “the problem 
is getting worse”. 

UN: FOSSIL 
FUEL RUSH IS 
“MADNESS”

On 21 March, American space agency NASA 
announced a milestone had been reached with the 
discovery of 65 exoplanets (planets that are located 
outside our solar system). These were added to the 
NASA Exoplanet Archive, which lists all those planets 

methods. The total is now at 5,005 – but there are 
8,738 ‘candidates’, which are discoveries that could 

NASA scientist Dr Jessie Christiansen said: “It’s not just 
a number. Each one of them is a new world, a brand-
new planet. I get excited about every one because we 
don’t know anything about them.”

within our solar system, but many are not. We still 
have a lot to learn about them. And although 5,000 
sounds like a lot, scientists reckon our galaxy contains 
hundreds of billions of planets. 

led by Polish astronomer Alexander Wolszczan. He 
found three planets orbiting a neutron star known as 
a pulsar. Professor Wolszczan thinks it’s only a matter 
of time before we discover life on another planet, 
“most likely of some primitive [simple] kind”. 
The search for new planets will ramp up very soon 
thanks to the James Webb Space Telescope. This 
powerful bit of tech launched on Christmas Day in 

2021. Once it’s fully activated later this year, it will 
capture light from the atmospheres of exoplanets, 
and work out which gases are present. All of that 
information will tell scientists if the planets have  
the right conditions to contain life. 
And there’s much more to come: NASA’s Nancy Grace 
Roman Space Telescope is due to launch in 2027, and 

European Space Agency is launching its Ariel mission 
in 2029, which will monitor exoplanet atmospheres. 
So by the time you leave school, it’s very possible that 

containing conditions suitable for life to exist!

55,,000 000 PLANETS PLANETS 
AND COUNTINGAND COUNTING

A Jupiter-like planet 
discovered by a telescope in 
New Zealand. Unusually, this 
planet doesn’t orbit a star, it 

used in some London 

to kill viruses on 
escalator handrails
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30% 

4% are terrestrial, which are small, rocky 
planets like Earth

31% are Super-Earths, planets that are 

35%
and can be ice planets or much warmer

Russia provides 
40% of the EU’s 
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“Autism is just the brain working differently, that’s it!
Autism is portrayed [shown] either in a harmful manner or as a negative thing. 
But the media couldn’t be more wrong; some of the best minds were autistic. 
I am proud to be autistic. This doesn’t mean I don’t have my bad days with it, but  
I still like my neurodiversity [see below], as it makes me who I am.”

SO, WHAT IS IT?
very wide range of ways and not everyone agrees 

affects how people communicate with others and 
how they interact with the world around them.
Although many people describe autism as one 
thing, the World Health Organization (WHO) talks 
about autism spectrum disorders (ASD) being a 
group of different conditions. The WHO says that 
one in 160 children has some kind of ASD. The 
National Autistic Society says there are around 
700,000 autistic adults and children in the UK, 
which is about 1% of the population.

GRETA’S SUPERPOWER
We don’t really know what causes autism, but it’s 
not an illness or a disease, and you can’t catch 
it. All it means is that an autistic person’s brain 
works in a different way. Many autistic people have 
above-average intelligence and have an amazing 
talent for things like music or drawing, whereas 

others might struggle with everyday tasks and 
need more help. Every autistic person has their 
own strengths and weaknesses, the same  
as everyone else. 
But there’s no reason why it should stop someone 
achieving things in life – just look at Greta 
Thunberg, who gives speeches to prime ministers 
and is changing the world! Greta calls her autism 
her “superpower”. Other well-known people with 
autism include TV presenter Chris Packham, Geek 
Girl author Holly Smale, and Tesla/SpaceX owner 
Elon Musk, one of the richest people in the world!

facial expressions or feelings, so interacting with 

really hard to deal with.

situations, many autistic people like to have a very 

it changes. That’s why the lockdowns of the last 
couple of years were especially hard on lots of 
autistic people and increased their anxiety levels.
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EVER since 2008, 2 April has been World Autism Awareness Day, but how much do you know 
about this condition and the challenges that people with autism face?

Edith

Climate campaigner Greta 
Thunberg has said that 

autism is her superpower

Ten-year-old Mexican girl Adhara Maite  
Pérez Sánchez was bullied at school because  
of her autism, but is so smart that she’s  

 
a physics degree!

Elon Musk’s autism hasn’t stopped him 
revolutionising cars and space travel!

“I AM PROUD  
TO BE AUTISTIC”
EDITH is a 14-year-old student at Robert Ogden School who told us what it 
feels like to be autistic.

WORDWORD
CHECKCHECK

LET’S 
TALK 
ABOUT 
AUTISM

 
try these sites:

www.nhs.uk/conditions/autism 
www.childautism.org.uk 

www.autism.org.uk

neurodiversity (noun) – the variety of ways in which people 
interact with the world around them. No way is ‘normal’ or 
‘right’ – we’re all different in some ways, and that’s okay!
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Readers – you can watch this week’s FYI episode at 

Join in the discussion and set up an FYI News 
Club in your school! Ask your teacher to go to 

  
the FYI

Dan Snow 
speaks to FYI

The wreckage has 

The team has used lasers to scan every inch of the wreckage. The data they’ve collected 
will then be used to create an accurate model of the ship.
This is because the Endurance has been classed as a monument under the Antarctic 
Treaty, which means that it mustn’t be disturbed in any way.
The laser technology had never been used so deep in the ocean before, but had no 
trouble spying the items left on the ship, such as boots, plates and cups.
The research ship is now in Cape Town, South Africa, where work will begin on uncovering 
more of the Endurance’s mysteries.
Before it arrived back, the crew stopped on the island of South Georgia, which is where  
Sir Ernest is buried. They paid their respects, bringing pictures of the ship to his grave.

THE STORY 
OF THE 
ENDURANCE

FYI
and historian Dan Snow about the unbelievable discovery 

now learning what they can about the ship, and won’t 

We’re learning about how the ship sank, and what has 
FYI  

A couple of weeks ago we reported in First News how, in 1915, the 
great polar explorer Sir Ernest Shackleton was travelling with a team 
of men in Endurance.

and the Endurance was the expedition ship. But they were quickly 
forced to abandon their mission, after their ship became stuck in  
the sea-ice. 
The ice broke through the hull of the ship, and the explorers were 

managed to escape and get to safety before the boat was crushed 
and sank completely.
Dan Snow told FYI: “The day after the Endurance sank in 1915, the 
captain of the ship made a sighting of the ship using a sextant  
[a device that measures angles between objects] and the sun,  

The historian says that the sighting was unbelievably accurate, and 
with the help of scanners and radar, the research team located the 
ship at a depth of 3,008m (1.87 miles) in Antarctica’s Weddell Sea.

Researchers found that lots of sea creatures have made the sunken 
ship their home. Polar biologist Dr Michelle Taylor told the BBC: “Sea 

Fortunately, none of these creatures munch on wood, so the ship 
was safe. Snow told FYI that it’s so cold that there are no micro-
organisms on the wreck either, so it appears to be in “one big piece… 

scanner returns to 
the research ship
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SONIC the Hedgehog is back on the big screen 
this week in Sonic the Hedgehog 2. But what’s in 
store for the speedy blue mammal? We caught 
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 Sonic fans are excited to see you guys 

for Tom and Sonic this time around?
 So are we! Well, Sonic is growing up 

and becoming a little bit of a teenager and 
everything that comes along with that. He’s 
wanting to prove to the world that he’s this great 
superhero with these great powers. He wants to 
use them in a positive way and sometimes he 
gets a little ahead of himself in trying to prove 
that! Tom and Maddie have started to take on 

it was more of a buddy-comedy and they were 
just making fart jokes with each other. But this 
time around Sonic is growing up and maturing 
and maybe even rebelling a little bit, and it’s 
like: “Oh, how do we handle this?” So it’s more 
of a father-and-son dynamic between Sonic 
and Tom.

There are fart jokes, though; we don’t want 
you to think that there won’t be fart jokes in 
this movie! For Sonic, now that he’s growing 
up he wants to do everything by himself. At 

ego of Blue Justice and he’s trying to be the 
superhero that he thinks everybody wants him 
to be. But he’s a terrible superhero because he’s 
a kid and he’s still learning. So it’s a matter of 
him maturing and learning what it takes, the 

and being able to admit that you can’t do 
everything by yourself. It’s kind of fun to watch 
this kid start to grow up and learn, just  
like all kids have to. 

what would your superhero name be?
 [laughing] If he says Cyclops, I’m going to 

absolutely lose it! [James played Cyclops in the 
X-Men

beams of light from my eyes controlled by Ruby 
Quartz lenses… that would be amazing. 

Oh, come on! I think if I was Clark Kent, my 
Superman would be Beaker from The Muppets, 
I think that’s who I would be. I do think I look like 
Beaker. If I had to choose a superhero I would be 
Plastic Man! 

so what do they add? 
 It’s a world that we get to expand 

on and bring in these great new characters. 
Knuckles is this great new adversary [rival] for 
Sonic and kind of humbles him quite quickly. 
Then Tails comes in and Tails is this sweet 
soul that kind of reminds me of Sonic from the 

character who is looking to belong and maybe 
even looking for someone to mentor him. 
Am I giving too much away?

 No, you’re doing amazing! It’s great that we 
get people from Sonic’s world. Sonic is kind of 
the outsider in Green Hills but now we’re getting 
people from his world. The added bonus is that 
Colleen O’Shaughnessey, who has been playing 

Tails forever, is voicing Tails and we have Idris 
Elba voicing Knuckles. They’re so different 
comedically that James and I get to play 
different versions of our character. So what is 
Sonic like when he is next to Tails, who thinks he 
is the best thing in the universe? And then what 
is he like when he’s with Knuckles, someone who 
just hates him? It’s very interesting to see all this 
come at him. They just kill it; both of them are so 
good in the movie. It’s unbelievable, I think you 
guys will love it! 

Sonic the Hedgehog 2 is in cinemas now

plays Tom
Ben Schwartz 
plays Sonic
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THIS THIS WEEKWEEK
1 Get ready for some slime-covered 

celebrities as the Nickelodeon Kids’ 
Choice Awards returns for 2022. 

Actor Miranda Cosgrove and NFL football 
star Rob Gronkowski will host the slimiest 
awards in the world this April. The glitzy 
ceremony will take place in Los Angeles, 
but UK fans will be able to catch it on 
Nickelodeon on Monday 11 April.

2 Obi-Wan 
Kenobi has been released. The limited series is set ten years 
after Star Wars: Revenge of the Sith. Ewan McGregor returns 

to play Obi-Wan.

3 If you love bright and fun 
animation, check out 
Transformers: BotBots 

 
a shopping mall that is hit by a 
surge of ENERGON, a substance 
that brings everyday objects to 
life! You can catch the show on 

THE dashing, 
swashbuckling hero 
Puss in Boots is back 

pictures from it.  
Puss has lived a life full of 
adventure, but when he 
realises his dangerous 
deeds have left him with 
just one of his nine lives left, 
he sets out to make it his 
most epic life yet. But what 
does this fearless feline 
want with his one last wish? 
Find out when Puss in 
Boots: The Last Wish 
swoops into cinemas  
this September. 

15. ENTERTAINMENT FirstNews     Issue 824     1 – 7 April 2022

To get involved, all you have to do is create a 

that makes you happy. Pretty simple, right? Ant and 
Dec will choose some of their favourite positivity 
messages to be part of a very special art installation, 
which they will unveil on 26 May to coincide with 
the launch of their debut children’s book Propa 
Happy. Money raised from the sale of the book 
will go towards the NSPCC, which holds its annual 
fundraiser, Childhood Day, on 10 June. 

Ant said: “We are delighted to be 
playing our part for the NSPCC’s 

Childhood Day by raising vital funds 
through the sale of our book, 

Propa Happy. We hope that 
through the launch of this 
new children’s book and the 
Pass the Positivity campaign, 

we can not only bring people 
together for a feel-good activity that promotes emotional wellbeing, 
but we can also encourage people to unite for Childhood Day.”
Dec added: “We can’t wait to hear from 
families across the UK about what 
powers their positivity and makes them 
smile, through the nationwide Pass the 
Positivity project!”

book and are calling on schoolchildren across the UK to get 
involved in Pass the Positivity – a new campaign to put a smile 
on people’s faces!
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ANT AND DEC
NEED  YOUYOU!!

Ant 
message for First News readers. 
Use the camera on your phone to 

scan this QR code 
to see it, or go to 

fundraiser, Childhood
Ant sai
playing

Child
t

PICS OF 
THE WEEK

Antonio Banderas returns 
as the voice of Puss in Boots
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Find out how you can get involved at 
www.propahappy.com



 What can fans of Tom Gates expect from your 
new book?
Loads of fun, full-colour pages packed with excellent 
drawing tips on everything in Tom Gates world. From 
how to draw the characters step by step, to how to 
draw the fonts, hands, expressions and even how to 
doodle on your shoes (with permission, obviously!).  
I want to encourage everyone to pick up a pen and 
have a go at being creative. I’ve even included some 
of my original sketches from the books, to show my 
process, and plenty of other things I’ve doodled on.  
I hope the book sparks off some ideas and encourages 
everyone to get drawing.

 Which character do you get asked to draw the 
most, and which is your favourite?
Tom is the one I draw the most, then the monsters and 
bug. Marcus is a bit of a favourite, along with Delia.

 Can you tell us about your national doodling 
campaign?
Children can doodle to donate! Children need to 
doodle and submit how many doodles they’ve done to 
www.scholastic.co.uk/youcandraw. The more doodles 
submitted, the more books we’ll donate to the literary 
charity Coram Beanstalk, so more children can 
access books!

 Have you got 
any doodling tips 
for people who 
want to enter?
If you can make your 
drawing funny, that would 
be great! But it doesn’t have 
to be – just have a go and 
draw something that you enjoy.

 What makes doodling fun  
for anyone, and why should we  
all doodle? 
A drawing that makes you laugh is a wonderful thing. 
It doesn’t matter how silly it is and you don’t have to 
worry about making something look real. This book is 
all about drawing for fun, and doodling can be very 
relaxing too!

 What would you say to people who think 
they can’t draw?
People get very worried about making mistakes, or if 
the drawing doesn’t look exactly like real life, but that 
doesn’t matter. Just have a go, try out a new pen or 
paper, write something down and doodle around it.  
Be bold and as creative as you want!
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“DOODLING “DOODLING 
CAN BE VERY CAN BE VERY 
RELAXING!”RELAXING!”
AUTHOR Liz Pichon has just launched a nationwide drawing 

 
You Can Draw Tom Gates. Liz has put together this easy  

You Can Draw Tom Gates by Liz Pichon is out now. 
Find out how you can join in with the You Can Draw challenge at www.scholastic.co.uk/youcandraw.

HOW TO DRAW ROOSTER
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Draw a circle, and then 
add two cloud shapes 
for Rooster’s ears

Add a long oval U shape 
for the body

Draw one more longer cloud 
shape for his tail. Next, draw his 
collar around his neck, then add 
his legs and paws – straight out 
if he’s jumping.

Add his eyes, nose, mouth 
and dots for whiskers on 
his face. You can use a 
soft pencil to draw shadow 
under Rooster’s feet and 
to add movement lines.

1 2 3 4

ape
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A NEW LEGO game is on the way that sees you solve puzzles with 
creative building.

FORTNITE (PEGI 12) is reportedly 
adding a permanent no-build 
mode.
It’s no secret that Fortnite doesn’t 
quite have the same number of 
players as it once did. 
Many think that the high level of 
skill that’s needed to quickly build 
structures has put people off playing, 

who can whip up a tower in just a 
few seconds.
Fortnite’s latest season introduced 
climbing and sprinting, as well as 
lots of new vehicles. Also, for a little 
while after it was out, it completely 
removed building from the game.
A lot of players seem to be interested 
in trying out the game without 
building, as it’s led to long queue 
times for those trying to give it a go.
People have found signs within the 

won’t be going away anytime soon. 
Are you keen to play Fortnite without 
any building?

VUE Advertisement feature

NO FORTS  
FOR FORTNITE

EGG-CITINGEGG-CITING FILMS  FILMS 
FOR THE HOLIDAYS!FOR THE HOLIDAYS!

WITH the Easter school holidays just around the corner, Vue has an egg-cellent 

 
The Bad Guys  
crew of animals who are about to attempt their 
most challenging con yet: becoming model citizens.

A fantastic family day out, Vue offers the perfect combination of next-level sound, big screen 

better place to be this Easter than enjoying Sonic The Hedgehog 2 and The Bad Guys on the big screen!
www.myvue.com 

myvue.com/legal for full terms and exclusions

From today, the world’s favourite 
blue hedgehog is back for another 
next-level adventure. 
Sonic The Hedgehog 2 sees Sonic 
on a quest to prove he has what it 
takes to be a true hero. 
When Dr Robotnik and new partner 
in crime, Knuckles, embark on the 
search for an emerald that has the 
power to destroy civilisations, Sonic 
and Tails go on a globe-trotting 

 
it falls into the wrong hands.
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LEGO Bricktales, arriving on PC later 
this year, lets players solve puzzles and 
complete quests by putting together 
LEGO creations.
For example, you might want to rescue 
someone who is stuck in a tree. To 
do this, you’ll need to use a selection 
of LEGO bricks and pieces to craft a 
helicopter that can make the journey. 
If you put the propeller in the wrong 
place, it won’t carry the ‘copter correctly 
and you’ll crash!

game’s story has you and your little 
robot buddy working to help save your 

grandfather‘s old amusement park.
With tons of parts to collect and puzzles 
to solve, we’re looking forward to 
learning more about this one.

BRICK-BASED BRICK-BASED 
PUZZLING FUNPUZZLING FUN
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HAVE you ever wondered what schools might look like ten years from now? 
How about 50 years from now? How about 100 years from now?!

If you asked your parents to compare their 
school days to yours today, chances are you’d 
count a fair few differences between you. In fact, 
if you could travel back in time to show your 
(much younger) parents some of the gadgets 
and gizmos you have in your classroom today, 
you’d probably blow their minds. Forget iPads 
and VR headsets, some of your parents (and 
certainly your grandparents) wouldn’t have used 
a computer until they were much older than you 
are now.

For these reasons, we decided to team up with 
Chickenshed Theatre’s Tales from the Shed 
and BETT (the global community for education 
technology) to gather some ideas about schools 
of the future and bring them to the stage! The 
ideas will also be used as part of Chickenshed’s 
ongoing development of How to Make a Better 
World (which is based on the book by First News’ 
Managing Editor, Keilly Swift).
A few weeks ago, we asked you, as well as many 

inspire this new play. We asked you questions 
such as:

 How will a classroom look 50 years from now 
and where will lessons take place?

 What piece of technology would you invent to 
use in classrooms of the future?

 Where will classes go on school trips 100 
years from now?

Between you, you helped to write an out-of-this-
world show, which was recently performed at this 
year’s BETT show in London.

Your ideas
Unsurprisingly, First News readers are a curious 
and imaginative bunch. When asked what our 
future schools might look like, lots of you focused 
on technology and progression. And if the 
future of our schools is anything like you lot are 

foreseeing, future kids are in for a techie treat. 
Elias, nine, imagines schools run by technology, 
with lessons even being taught up in the air on 

be replaced by robots and that students will 

airborne learning, by the way! 
Gresa, nine, shared some fascinating ideas with 
us. She sees “grammar checkers” and “self-
cleaning classrooms” being prominent in the 
future. She also reckons school trips might take 
students to other planets or back in time 100 
years from now. Teleportation appears to be  
the desired mode of travel for almost all of you. 
A few of you also envision a future of outside 
learning, where sustainability and love for nature 
are huge focuses for both pupils and teachers all 
year round. 

Teacher ideas
Unsurprisingly, your teachers had you and your 
futures in mind. Teachers want the schools of the 
future to improve your learning and wellbeing. 

teachers (we’re on board, by the way), they  
want to see more diversity in the curriculum, 
broader subject choices and life skills being 
taught in future classrooms. Some teachers  
want to see fewer exams and marking, and  
more opportunities for you to explore the world 
in your own way. This was one of our favourite 
answers from the teachers’ survey: “A curriculum 
based on supporting students to become 
independent thinkers. Smaller class sizes.  
Lots of animals in school. Mixing up age  
groups. More specialist teachers.”

A History of Education
Your informative and imaginative answers 
magicked up quite a performance at this year’s 
BETT show. Chickenshed’s Tales from the Shed 
team used theatre, dance, puppetry, education 

and visual media to 
bring your ideas to life. 
One of our junior 
reporters, Ciara Doyle, 
went to watch and 
review A History of 
Education for us. 
She said: “One of my 
favourite bits was near 
the start when different 

children talked about what schools would be like 
in the future and what would be the same and 
what would be different.
“There was a section about what books can be, 
which was amazing because they used books 
to make different shapes, like an elephant. There 
was also a fun bit where the audience had to 
stand up and do face exercises to warm up their 
voices – it was funny! 
“The most amazing part 
was Emma’s Story. Emma 
has Down’s syndrome [a 
genetic condition where a 
baby is born with an extra 
chromosome, which can 
lead to certain medical 
problems]. People told 
Emma that she couldn’t 
do things properly, but 
they were wrong. She even 
graduated from university! 
Emma taught us that anything is possible 
[Emma now works for Chickenshed!]. The play 
was funny, futuristic, interactive and enjoyable.  
It was really good!”

This would’ve blown your parents’ 
minds when they were your age

Junior reporter, 
Ciara
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Your visions of the future were brought to life 
in A History of Education, last week
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graduation day
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WHO do you think would win this race?
Sonic is the fastest hedgehog in the world after all, but then Sir Mo Farah 
has won multiple European, World and Olympic long-distance titles, so 
maybe he’s got the stamina to beat Sonic in a long race. 
Obviously, if you want to be a spoilsport you could say that Sonic is a 

Ge
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THETHE
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The team from Oxford Brookes University and the 
Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) were studying 
the Olalla’s titi monkey in the Amazon. They saw 
the animals change their diet from fruits in the 
dry season to seeds, lichen and fungi in the wet 
season. They also noted that the animals stayed 
closer to their home area during the wet season, 
instead of travelling further to look for their usual 
foods, helping them save vital energy. 

The critically endangered animals are already 
under huge threat because of the loss of their 
forest homes. Researchers believe that it is more 
important than ever to understand more about 
this and other species that live in the area, in order 
to protect them for the future. 

The full report has been published in the 
International Journal of Primatology.
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CHESTER Zoo is celebrating the safe arrival 
of a new Philippine spotted deer, one of the 
most endangered deer species in the world.
The tiny arrival has been named Lyra and weighed 
just 3kg when she was born. The species comes 
from the Philippines, where it has sadly become 
extinct on some of the islands in the country. 
Chester Zoo is part of an international breeding 
programme started by the Philippine government 
in a bid to save the species from disappearing 
completely. Only around 700 animals are thought 
to be left living in the wild. 
As well as being part of the breeding programme, 
Chester Zoo has been working alongside local 
communities in the Philippines to help protect  
the species. In 2020, zoo staff helped release 

28 Philippine spotted deer 
back into the wild. 
Use the camera on your 
phone to scan this QR  
code and watch a video 
of Lyra and her mum at 
Chester Zoo.

SCIENTISTS studying a rare species of monkey in Bolivia have discovered that the animals adapt 

Olalla’s titi monkeys have learnt 
how to conserve their energy 

BOOMING 
BITTERNS

THE loudest bird in Britain has had a booming year, says a survey 
by the RSPB.
Bitterns were once driven to extinction in the UK but, after being reintroduced 
in the early 20th century, the species has bounced back, with a record 
228 male birds counted in 2021. 

 
that researchers must rely on the booming call of the males in order to count 
and identify them. Their call is so loud that it can be heard more than three 
miles (4.8km) away! 
Work to recreate, restore and protect the wetland habitats the birds live in has 
seen numbers rise steadily. In 1997 there were only 11 male bitterns in the UK, so 
the fact that there are now hundreds is fantastic news.

The bittern is the 
loudest bird in the UK 
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WIN! SPIDER-MAN: 
NO WAY HOME 
DVDs

6 1 9 5 8 2
9 1
1 3 6

2 4 8 9 6 5
8 4
9 1 3 4 7 8

4 9 8
4 6

3 5 7 1 4 9
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6 7 8

9 10 11

12 13 14

15

16 17 18
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WORD
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COLD

FEET

1 Lewis ________ : 
racing driver (8)
6 The fourth planet 
from the sun (4)
7 Grown-up (6)
9 Togetherness (5)
11 Perhaps (5)
12 Small green or 

purple fruit (5)
13 Melting snow (5)

16 Mischievous person (6)
18 Garden of ____ : 

Biblical location (4) 
19 Large cats with black spots (8)

1 Popular fast food (9)
2 French word for thank you (5)
3 Domesticated, like a pet (4)
4 Sport with seven players 
per side (7) 
5 You hear with this 
part of the body (3) 
8 Very large animals 
with trunks (9)
10 Normal and usual (7)
14 Opposite of over (5)
15 Additionally (4)
17 A small social insect (3)

CAN

Send in your answers and three lucky winners will 
get a copy of Spider-Man: No Way Home on DVD. 
Tom Holland plays the friendly neighbourhood hero 
in Spider-Man: No Way Home, out now on digital 
and to buy on DVD, Blu-ray and 4K UHD on 4 April.
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WIN!WIN! A STABILO 
CAPPI WALLET



COMPETITIONS: You can enter First News
First News 

First News  
First News
of First News

First News

23. PUZZLE FUN

LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS:
Spot the difference: button has been removed, 
cast is now purple, extra hair has been added, 
Greg has an earring, ear is larger.
Word Wheel: occupying. 

S U N G L A S S E S

O E U S

N O T E S R E C A P

G R S F A I

S E A S O N G L U E

N N C A

L A S T C A C T U S

A F T M O I

S N O R E E R R O R

R A L E

I M P R E S S I O N

HOW TO ENTER: in 
 is

9 1 8 6 7 4 2 3 5
2 5 4 8 9 3 1 6 7
6 7 3 2 1 5 8 9 4
7 2 6 5 4 9 3 1 8
8 9 5 1 3 6 7 4 2
3 4 1 7 2 8 6 5 9
5 8 2 9 6 1 4 7 3
4 6 7 3 5 2 9 8 1
1 3 9 4 8 7 5 2 6

WIN!WIN! BE CLIMATE CLEVER BOOKS
The Bad Guys?

Be Climate Clever

Be Climate Clever

WIN! MARVIN’S ULTIMATE 
365 MAGIC TRICKS & ILLUSIONS 

 

 

ENTER NOW! MARK YOUR ENTRY TRICK  Crow
  Owl

 
WORDSEARCH

B



A RECORD-breaking bridge has 
opened in Turkey.
The 1915 Çanakkale Bridge 
connects Turkey’s European and 
Asian shores and measures a 

whopping 4,608 metres (2.9 miles) 
in total. Its main span (the distance 

between the bridge’s two towers) is 

the longest suspension bridge in the world.  

in just six minutes, instead of one hour on a ferry.
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Written and illustrated by Paul Palmer

base in Virginia, USA. 

labour at the same time – at the same 
hospital, too! The new dads said they’d only 
joked about their babies sharing a birthday 
a few weeks before. Little did they know how 
close the tots would be born.  

Medical Center apparently found the whole 
thing rather amusing and nicknamed the 

TRIO OF TOTS

FISH OR 
MERMAID? 

 
 

as a seal or a donkey.

It’s said that you’ll see different things depending on how your brain 

people could see a gold and white dress but others could see a blue 
and black one. 

JOKE JOKE 
OF THE OF THE 
WEEKWEEK

 Hill-arious!

WOW!WOW!

GET 
THOSE 
GULLS
TOURISTS

Hotel owners are dishing out the toys to 
protect their guests from the pesky gulls, 
who are known to steal food.
Paolo Lorenzoni, manager of the Gritti 
Palace hotel near the Grand Canal, is a 

work. They’re also coloured orange, 
which those birds don’t like. You don’t 

The AVA, an association for hotels in 
the city of Venice, said it is considering 

to keep the city’s gulls at bay. 

AWWW!AWWW!
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WHAT’S IN 
THE SHOPS?

25. SHOPS by Kirsty MacDonald FirstNews    

EASTER 
CRAFTS

ENTER NOW! MARK YOUR ENTRY MICRO

WIN! A MICRO  
CRUISER FROM 

EXPLORE 

is perfect for school runs, 
weekend adventures and 
everything in between.
With XL wheels, it’s 
designed to scoot 
smoother, faster and 
further while absorbing 

any bumps in the road.

to every adventure. Use the kickstand for quick storage 
or collapse with a simple fold to keep it mega safe when 
no longer in use.

 
of their choice. 

For your chance to win,  
just answer this question:j

 
 

EASTER POM-POM 
BAUBLE KIT
HOBBYCRAFT £2.00 EACH
includes a polystyrene base, googly eyes, ribbon, 

 
you to assemble. You just need 
to add the glue and piece 
the chick design together. 
Perfect for decorating 
your house with this 

 
from an Easter 
chick or bunny.

 

TALKING TABLES 
BUNNY EGG 
PAINTING KIT 
JOHN LEWIS £7.00
Each kit comes with six pots of paint for you 
to use with the paint brushes provided to 
decorate your six polystyrene eggs. Once your 
Easter masterpieces 
are complete, you 
can hang your 
decorated eggs 
around the house, 
on an Easter tree or 
in the garden, ready 
for your own Easter 
egg hunt! 

EASTER BASKET 
WEAVING KITS
BAKERROSS.CO.UK £5.95
Get prepared for egg hunting by making your own 

woven through the foam bases, then you can use 
the wool and 
needle to tie it all 
together and add 
the foam handle. 
Add the Easter 
decorations to 

brilliant basket. 

four baskets for 
you to make.

WIN! A FIRE HD 8 KIDS 
PRO TABLET

Transformers: 
BotBots

Recently, at a nearby shopping 
centre, a burst of ENERGON randomly 
struck… and the effects were shocking! 

robotic life to many everyday objects 
on the shelves! 

robots! Mind you, not everything in the shopping centre suddenly  
came to life, but a weird and random selection of items did, and they 
quickly formed into squads, based on what store they came from.
With the tablet you can watch Transformers: BotBots  

 
to be in with a chance of winning:

 
ENTER NOW! MARK YOUR ENTRY BOTS

 

 

! OEN



WE WANT TO HEAR 
WHAT YOU/YOUR 
SCHOOL IS UP TO

Write in to let us know what you’ve been up to! Have you been getting creative? 
Been for a great day out? Raised money for charity? Whatever it is, we love hearing 
about your adventures, so why not share your experiences with First News readers?
Email your report (and any pictures you want to share) to . 
Don’t forget to include your name and age (and your school’s name and address for 
school news reports). By writing in, you give consent to First News printing details and 
photographs of those involved in the report.

I REALLY 
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CALL: (020) 3195 7256     EMAIL: SCHOOLS@FIRSTNEWS.CO.UK
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GIVING MY TIME

SNAPPED
First News 

 

JUNIORJUNIOR
JOURNALISTJOURNALIST

Volunteering is where you give your time for free.  
Many charities and organisations who have limited 
funds to carry out their work rely on volunteers to 
help them. Without volunteers giving their time 
for free or helping to raise funds, a lot of charities 
probably wouldn’t exist, which would be sad. You 
can also learn new skills and meet some great 
people along the way.

 
when I was in infant school and our class would 
visit a care home nearby to sing to the residents.  
I really liked seeing the smiles on people’s faces  
and how much joy our singing brought to them. 
Since then I have been fortunate to support some 
great charities and organisations by giving my time 
to them. 

I have done two sponsored 
cycle rides to raise funds for 
the Alzheimer’s Society, to help 
provide support to people living with dementia and 

I have helped the Canal & River Trust to renovate 
picnic benches; picked litter to help keep my 
village looking clean and tidy, through an initiative 
organised by my local council; checked and 
packed shoe boxes for children less fortunate than 
me in countries across the world for Operation 
Christmas Child; and helped with a collection for 
the daffodil appeal for Marie Curie, which provides 
incredible support to sick people and their families.
Why don’t you give volunteering a go? I’m sure 
you’d enjoy it too.
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Biniam Girmay of Eritrea 
(left) celebrates taking 
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The French pair delighted the home crowd in Montpellier, 
France, with a world record 92.73 points in the rhythm 
dance, followed by 137.09 points in the free dance. That 
gave them a huge total of 229.82, which broke their own 
record set at the Beijing Olympics just six weeks ago. 
In a final day of blockbusting scores, two American pairs 
took silver and bronze: Madison Hubbell and Zachary 
Donohue finished on 222.39 points, with Madison Chock 
and Evan Bates in third on 216.83 points.

Papadakis and Cizeron confirmed their position as one 
of the greatest figure skating pairs of all time by winning 
their fifth world title. They had previously won gold in 2015, 
2016, 2018 and 2019. It was a third silver for Hubbell and 
Donohue. 
Britain’s Lilah Fear and Lewis Gibson (above) finished in a 
respectable sixth place with a personal best overall score 

of 198.17 – their best ever placing 
at a World Championships.
It was Team GB’s best 
performance at the worlds since 
1996 because, for the first time 
since then, GB skaters qualified 
for the free skate in the men’s, 
women’s, pairs and ice dance.  
In the singles events, Japan 
swept the board. They finished 
the championships as the most 
successful country, with two golds and two silvers. 
In the men’s, Shoma Uno (below left) took gold for the very 
first time. He had previously finished second at the event 
in 2017 and 2018. The 24-year-old said: “I’m very excited to 
finally be first.” Uno scored a grand total of 312.48, which 
beat his previous personal best total score of 293 from this 
year’s Winter Olympics.
Yuma Kagiyama, also of Japan, won silver for the second 
year in a row. Behind him in third was the USA’s Vincent 
Zhou, who missed out on Olympic glory after testing 
positive for Covid-19 in Beijing. 
Kaori Sakamoto (above), who won bronze at the Olympics, 
completed a terrific championships for Japan with gold in 
the women’s singles. She finished on 236.09 points, ahead 
of Belgium’s Loena Hendrickx – the first female Belgian 
skater ever to win a world medal.

G
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tries were scored 
by England in their 
57-5 thrashing of 
Scotland in the 
Six Nations. Marlie 
Packer (below) 

scored three of them. Wales beat 
Ireland 27-19 and France beat Italy 
39-6 on the first weekend of action. 

lucky winners will 
have the chance 
to design their very 
own cricket stadium 
in legendary game 

Minecraft. To mark the return of 
cricket competition The Hundred this 
August, organisers are inviting kids 
aged 7+ to draw, paint, sketch or 
build the most imaginative stadium 
possible. The competition opens at 
midnight (Friday) and closes on 16 
April. Find out more at thehundred.
com/every-block-counts.

9

10

points separate 
Ferrari’s Charles 
Leclerc from team-
mate Carlos Sainz 
at the top of the F1 
driver standings. 

Arabian Grand Prix, ahead of Sainz 
in third. But it was Red Bull’s Max 
Verstappen (below) who won, and 

12
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OLYMPIC champions Gabriella Papadakis and Guillaume Cizeron broke their own world record with  

Gabriella Papadakis and 

BIG 
FIGURES 
AT THE  
FIGURE 
SKATING
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OUCH!OUCH!
There was heartbreak for Mexico’s 

Donovan Carrillo (below), who 
couldn’t compete because his 
skates were lost by his airline. 
Carrillo was forced to withdraw 
just hours before he was due to 
compete, 
when his 

Earlier this year, Carrillo became 

the Olympics for 30 years. 
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