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EUROPE’S largest literature 
festival just for children is back!

SOME of the biggest names in children’s books will be 
taking part in Europe’s largest kids’ book festival  from 
today (Friday 24 September).
Families and schools can book up for the events and activities 
taking place at the Children’s Literature Festival in Bath until 
Sunday 3 October. 
Many of your favourite writers and illustrators will be there, 
including Children’s Laureate, Cressida Cowell, the author of the 
How To Train Your Dragon and The Wizards Of Once books; Liz 
Pichon, creator of the Tom Gates series; and Rob Biddulph – see 
his drawing lesson over the page.

known as Bird Girl, will be talking about her climate change book 
We Have A Dream.

Festival is taking place online from Monday 27 September until  

poets can be beamed straight into your schools and homes. 

Cowell’s key message that “Reading is magic and magic  
is for everyone!”
Turn inside for our booktastic special edition.

I SPY SOMETHING BEGINNING WITH

YOU! characters hiding in our pages! Can you spot them all?
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1. Start by drawing a nice, big oval 
towards the bottom of your piece 

of paper.

6. Draw a small semi-circle 
on each side of the head. 

Add a swirl inside each one 
as shown. Voila! Ears!

9. Finally, it’s time to colour in the rest. 
Don’t forget to add plenty of freckles 

on her cheeks and across 
her forehead. That’s it! You’ve  

drawn Peanut Jones!

8. Now for the really fun part: take 
several orange, red and yellow pencils 
or pens, and start scribbling! Her top-

knot is meant to be messy, so go crazy!

7. Draw a zig-zaggy line inside the 
upper curve of the head for her 

hairline. Then add two thick lines right 
in the centre of the top of her head.

2. Add two medium-sized circles 
in the bottom half of the oval.

4. Let’s give Peanut a nose. Draw a 
backwards C shape between the eyes 

and add a small vertical line at the top.

5. It’s time to add eyebrows 
and a mouth. Two tilted lines 

above the eyes and one below 
the nose will do the trick.

HOW HOW 
TO TO 

DRAWDRAW

3. Next, draw two small circles in 
the middle of the medium-sized 
ones. Add five small lines to the 

outside edges as shown.

PEANUT Jones is the daring new heroine in Rob Biddulph’s debut middle-grade novel, Peanut 
Jones and the Illustrated City. Now you can learn how to draw your very own Peanut using this 
step-by-step guide from Rob! 

Peanut Jones 
and the Illustrated 

City is out now!
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The world’s largest tree, which 
towers 84m (275ft) above the 
ground, has been wrapped in a 

giant sequoia, named General 
Sherman, is one of many that have 
had their bases wrapped in foil while 

A videogame fan from Japan 
has collected all 1,244 games for 

Shouta just two years to amass 

The Game Boy came out in 1989 
but versions of it were still being 

UNESCO has added 20 new sites 
to the World Network of Biosphere 

ecosystem of plants and animals 

year, UNESCO chooses new sites for 
inclusion, which means important 

There are currently 727 biosphere 
reserves in 131 countries, covering 

BANDICOOT BOOSTDESIGN PRIZE

Movie star Bryce Dallas Howard 
will direct a new version of ’80s 

Flight of the Navigator 

starring in the Jurassic World series, 
has also directed episodes of The 
Mandalorian
was about a boy who was abducted 
by a UFO but the new version will 

Kew Gardens in London has set 
a Guinness World Record for the 
largest living plant collection at 

Gardens at Kew has more than 

making it the most diverse botanic 

PLANT RECORD

NEW UNESCO SITES
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NEW VAN GOGH

A newly discovered drawing by 
Vincent van Gogh is on display 

Study for 
Worn Out, the drawing depicts an 

drawn in 1882, early in van Gogh’s 
career, and is on show at the Van 
Gogh Museum in Amsterdam, in the 

family’s private collection for more 
than a century and will be returned 

ANCIENT CARVINGS

TREE BLANKET

Camel carvings in Saudi Arabia 
have been dated back to the 
prehistoric era, making them the 
oldest large-scale animal reliefs 

that are carved out of the body of a 

suggests the carvings are between 

People from the Netherlands are still 
the tallest in the world, the Dutch 

Dutch men are 1cm shorter than the 
previous generation on average, 

TALL GET SMALLER
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Oat milk sales have overtaken 

in 2020 compared to £105m on 

OAT MILK INCREASE
Prince Harry and his wife Meghan 
Markle are two of the 100 most 

according to Time
well as the Duke and Duchess of 
Sussex, the annual list included 
Olympic gymnast Simone Biles, pop 
stars Billie Eilish and Britney Spears, 
current US president Joe Biden and 
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ROYAL 
INFLUENCERS

GAME COLLECTION

The pandemic has made the 
“unprecedented [never seen before] 
crisis” of school anxiety in the UK 
even worse, an education lawyer 

anxiety has been a massive issue for 
many years but it’s particularly more 
pronounced since the pandemic 
because the impact this has had on 
children has undoubtedly affected 
their mental health in a very 

ANXIETY CRISIS
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Wales is set to introduce vaccine 
passports for nightclubs and other 

Everyone over the age of 18 will 

still very high in the country and 
the Government has been advised 

want to do everything we can to 
keep Wales safe as we head into the 

to use the passports at the moment, 
but could introduce them if cases 

VACCINE PASSPORTS 
FOR WALES
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Following more than 22,000 tremors, 
the volcano began to spew lava, ash 
and smoke high into the sky early on 
Sunday morning (19 September).

have been destroyed by the lava or 

been no reports of injuries. More than 
5,000 people have been evacuated 
from their homes.
Canary Islands president Ángel Victor 
Torres said that it was unlikely others 
would need to be evacuated, as the 
lava was heading towards the coast, 
and the island had “all the resources 
[to deal with the eruption] and all  
the troops.”

In a radio interview, Spain’s tourism 
minister Reyes Maroto said that it was 
important to reassure tourists who 
have been affected. However, she 
went on to suggest that the eruption 
could even be used as an “attraction” 
to visitors.
Opposition politicians described  
the remarks as “totally inappropriate” 
because people had lost their homes 
and everything they owned.
Later, Maroto explained that it 
was only “in the future… when this 
catastrophe has passed – we’ll think 
about how we can once again make 
the beautiful island of La Palma into  
a tourist area”.

NEW PENGUIN
DISCOVERED
SCHOOLCHILDREN in New Zealand are behind 
the discovery of a previously unknown 
species of extinct penguin.
In 2006, kids on a summer fossil-hunting trip found 
the remains of an unknown creature on Kawhia 
Harbour beach on New Zealand’s North Island.
Fifteen years later, scientists from Massey 

belonged to a giant penguin that would have 
roamed the New Zealand coastline between  
34.6 to 27.3 million years ago.
Named Kairuku waewaeroa, the giant penguin 
would have stood around 1.4 metres (4ft 7in) tall! 
The second part of its name takes inspiration from 

EARTHSHOT 
FINALISTS 
ANNOUNCED
Prize have been 
announced by 
Prince William.
The winner of each 
category will be given  
a whopping £1 million in 
prize money to support 
environmental and 
conservation projects 
that are agreed with 
the winners. All 15 

an impact with their groundbreaking work. 

help the environment in a big way.

Clean Our Air, Revive Our Oceans, Build A Waste-Free World and 
Fix Our Climate. 

old Vinisha Umashankar from India, who has created a solar-
powered ironing cart. India has a lot of charcoal-powered street 
irons that are used to press clothes for millions of people, so 
Vinisha’s cart could help to improve air quality across the country.

can turn 98% of wastewater into clean water and a breakthrough 
in coral farming to help restore our world’s dying coral reefs.
The winners will be announced in a ceremony on 17 October.
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BIKE TO 
SCHOOL 
WEEK 
BEGINS
ON your bike! Next week  

 
Bike to School Week gets going!
Set up by Sustrans and in partnership 
with Bikeability, Bike to School Week is 
dedicated to getting you to cycle or 
scoot to school and beyond.
In a survey of 1,305 children aged  
6-15 from across the UK, Sustrans 
found that just 2% of pupils currently 
cycle to school, yet 14% would like 
to. It also found that only 2% of UK 
children currently scoot to school,  
but that 10% would like to.
Sustrans has called on local 
governments to make walking, 
cycling and scooting the easiest  
way to get to school.
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A VOLCANO  
with thousands of people needing to be evacuated.
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AN activist from ECOTON (Ecological Observation and Wetland 
Conservation) prepares an installation made with used plastic, including 
4,444 bottles, collected from a local river, to raise public awareness of 
plastic waste in rivers and oceans. 

BANGKOK, THAILAND

A SERIES of amazing photos showing reptiles, amphibians and invertebrates 

light have been released by Chester Zoo, including this boxer shrimp.

CHESTER, UK
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THE UK charity WaterAid unveiled four ice sculptures featuring people from 
around the world collecting water. It aims to highlight how climate change 
is causing water sources to disappear for vulnerable communities.

LONDON, UK

GRESIK, INDONESIA

AMERICAN 
border to Mexico. More than 10,000 migrants have crossed into the border 

to close off any crossing points along the Rio Grande river.

TEXAS, 
USA
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THIS 
taxi drivers have had to give up their jobs because they can’t afford to rent 
their cabs any more. It follows a drop in tourism and passenger numbers 
due to the pandemic.



A NEW United Nations report warns the global 
temperature is likely to warm by more than 2.7°C 
by the end of the century – which the UN Secretary 
General has called “a catastrophe”.
The report, released ahead of the United Nations Climate 
Summit in Scotland (COP26), says that we need a 45%  
cut in emissions by 2030 to reach carbon neutrality  
(a balance between emitting carbon and absorbing  
it from the atmosphere) by 2050.
The report also makes it clear that it is not too late to meet 
the Paris Agreement’s 1.5°C target – as long as climate action 
is “delivered” by the world’s wealthiest countries, who are 
responsible for 80% of global emissions.
It’s hoped that at COP26, leaders will set out clear, ambitious 
plans to reduce emissions even further.
First News and FYI are working hard to give you a voice that 
will demand action from the world leaders at COP26.

FOUR amateur astronauts have landed successfully 
after orbiting the Earth in a SpaceX capsule, 

planet without a professional astronaut on board.

millions for the four-person trip. 

Tennessee. The fourth guest was Hayley Arceneaux who 
works at the children’s hospital and was treated there when 

she was younger.

wanted to show that ordinary 
people could blast into orbit by themselves.

at an altitude of 575km (357 miles), around 175km higher than the 
International Space Station, before landing in the ocean off the 
coast of Florida.

“Your mission has shown the world that space is for all of us.”

crew’s safe return.
As space travel becomes more common, there are worries that it 

A rocket launch typically produces up to 300 tonnes of carbon 
dioxide, which can remain in the upper atmosphere for years. 

industry is expected to grow in the next ten years.

CITIZEN 
SPACE
TOURISTS

EARTH TO WARM 
2.7 DEGREES BY 
2100, UN SAYS

STARK the police dog has been recognised with an outstanding 
bravery award, after clinging on to a criminal despite coming under 
attack with a machete.

called out to investigate an attempted break-in, back in December last year.
Stark found the man, chased him down and clung on, even when the man 
began to attack him with a machete. PC Hopley got the man to drop the 
weapon, and Stark dragged the suspect away.
Stark was injured and needed emergency veterinary treatment and four weeks 
off work, before bravely returning to duty.

celebrates the UK’s best and bravest police dogs.

MORE than 88 million new 1p coins were produced by the Royal Mint 
last year.

However, the COVID-19 lockdowns meant that lots of people weren’t spending 
their coins in shops, and hoarding them all at home. 

out as change.
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amateur astronaut, 
Jared Isaacman
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YOUR 
SAY!

WHEN the Chinese government ruled that kids 
could only play games online for an hour a day 
from Friday to Sunday, we asked if you thought 
that was fair. A massive 72% of you said it isn’t 
fair, with just 28% saying it is. Here are some of 
your comments…

Join in the conversation and vote at 

123emperor

lolokaro

oceangirl3

A GROUP of environmental campaigners glued themselves to the M25 motorway to demand 
that the Government insulates the UK’s draughty homes.
Insulate Britain, an offshoot of the Extinction 
Rebellion movement (XR), is calling on the 
Government to insulate the homes of the UK’s 
poorest people, to lower energy bills and make 
homes warmer, while reducing carbon emissions. 
Formed in the summer, the group has been 
hosting online events as well as in-person talks 
across England and Wales.
More recently, it has staged sit-down protests at 
major roads, causing disruption for motorists.
Protesters have said that they don’t want to 

as they feel “this is the only action we hope the 
Government will take note of”.
One driver told LBC Radio that he was stopped 
by the protests while taking his mum, who was 
having a stroke, to hospital. He said that the 
disruption meant she was left paralysed on  
one side, as she couldn’t get treatment in time.
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I think it’s unfair because one hour isn’t that long 
and personally I think it should be the parents’ 
decision. It’s their responsibility to care for their 
child and not to listen to what the government 
decides what is best for them.

I think that it’s a bit harsh because really it 
should be up to them and their parents to make 
that decision. Some people may not be affected 
too much by videogames and their parents 
know them more. 

Some people do gaming as a hobby so I think to 
cut down on that would be really unfair.

I think it’s fair because you shouldn’t be playing 
too much, as it has an effect on your eyes, 
although maybe it would be better if they could 
pick whatever time they wanted.

Well (I’m a Chinese person) I think it’s unfair 
because I think it should be at least 2-3 hours.  
I just feel like the one hour time limit is too short 
and way too harsh for the children. I know playing 

but I would recommend to the children in China 

their playing time to at most 2-3 hours a day  
and to take some breaks in between them!

gurlgmzhi7

dragonnerd

I think that it is a good idea because more than 
one hour is an awful lot of time to be just staring 
at a screen, especially if it isn’t a very mentally 
challenging game. Although, on the other hand, 
videogames can be a good way to play with 

people with the same kind of interests as you.

TELL 
YOUR 

FRIENDS
TRY 3 ISSUES
FOR £1

Delivering the news to your door every Friday
Learn about the changing world around you while keeping up to 

date with the latest science, sport and entertainment news.

Follow-on price: 13 issues for £25.99

Do you think causing disruption 
is a good way of protesting?

Go to  to vote!

Ge
tty

MOTORWAY MOTORWAY 
BLOCKEDBLOCKED

Insulate Britain climate activists 
block a slip road from the M25



FACEBOOK 
THE social media company 
has been criticised for hiding 
important research about how 
Instagram (the app that it owns) 
affects teenagers. Instagram has 
carried out several studies but 
not shared what the results were, 
says The Wall Street Journal. 
The newspaper said some of 
the research showed that young 
people blamed the app for 
causing them anxiety, depression 
and body-image issues.

PRINCESS 
BEATRICE 
THE Queen’s granddaughter and 
her husband Edoardo Mapelli 

child together. The princess 
wrote on Twitter: “So delighted 
to share the news of the safe 
arrival of our daughter.” The little 
girl was born at Chelsea and 
Westminster Hospital in London 
on 18 September. 

FOR First News readers who are old enough to 
use social media (13+) it would be interesting 

to hear your views about how it affects you 
– especially as Facebook has been accused of hiding research 

about the subject. Young people I spoke to this week said 
numbers should be axed so you can’t see how many followers 
people have or how many likes their posts get. Tell us what you 

think at .

EDITOR’S  
COMMENT

ROYAL Mail is set to trial micro 
electric vehicles to deliver mail. 
It’s hoped the move will reduce 
emissions and help the environment. 
The company will trial two types 
of electric vehicles, each specially 
designed to help postal workers deliver 
letters and small parcels across the 
country. The vehicles are roughly the 
same size as a golf buggy or quad bike. 
The trial will last for six months and take 

Royal Mail wants to see if the vehicles 
will be a lower carbon alternative to 
larger vans.

ministers are in and some are out.
Prime Minister Boris Johnson decided to get rid of three 
of his senior ministers, including England’s Education 
Secretary Gavin Williamson.
Former vaccines minister Nadhim Zahawi 
(pictured) has taken over now. England’s schools 
standards minister Nick Gibb has left government, 
too. The shake-up means there could  
be some changes coming for schools. 

 
Buckland and Housing and Communities Secretary 
Robert Jenrick. 
In Buckland’s place is Dominic Raab, who also takes on the title of deputy prime 
minister. His former role of foreign secretary has gone to Liz Truss. 
Michael Gove is now the housing secretary and Nadine Dorries has been 
promoted to culture secretary. 
Chancellor Rishi Sunak and Home Secretary Priti Patel both hold on to their jobs. 

GOVERNMENT 
GETS A RESHUFFLE

A FORMER
around mainland Britain.
Brendon Prince began his epic journey on 27 April, setting off from his 
home in Torquay, Devon. After 141 days and 2,500 miles (4,023km), last 
week he completed the journey and arrived back safely to his family.    
The father of three says he paddled for up to 16 hours a day, and 
estimates he plunged his paddle into the water eight million times! Along 
the way, he had close encounters with a shark, orcas and dolphins.  
Brendon set himself the challenge to help raise vital funds and 
awareness for water safety. It’s a cause close to his heart, after he saw 
three people drown at a beach in Cornwall in 2014. He set up a charity 
called Above Water and now wants water safety to be taught to children 
in schools every year.

ROYAL MAIL 
GOES ELECTRIC
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MAKING  
A SPLASH!
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Keep your eyes peeled for these 



 Golden toilet  
still missing!
A golden toilet that was stolen from 
Blenheim Palace in September 2019 
is still missing, say police. The £4.8m 
loo, made from 18-carat gold, was 
taken from an art exhibition. It was 
fully working at the time, which 
means the gang who took it caused 
a lot of water damage. A reward of 
up to £100,000 was offered for the 
unusual lavatory’s safe return, but 
it hasn’t been spotted since and 
no-one has ever been charged. 
The police investigation, and the 
mystery, continues. 

 Take a Teacher 
Tea Break
Presenter Konnie Huq is celebrating 
World Teachers’ Day on 5 October 
with a special Teacher Tea Break! 
The former Blue Peter star and 
children’s author wants to take 
over your classroom for an hour 
of science experiments, STEM fun 
and bookish activities with her 

teacher to register now to receive 
a bundle of freebies (including tea, 

classroom decorations) and get 
exclusive access to the free event. 
Visit bit.ly/TeacherTeaBreak. 

 St Andrews comes 
out on top
St Andrews has been rated the best 
university in the UK. It took the top spot 
in The Times and The Sunday Times 
Good University Guide

out on the title, coming in second and 
third place respectively. St Andrews 
was rewarded for its “outstanding 
levels of student satisfaction” and  
its research work, particularly its 
marine research department.

OXFORDSHIREUK

 New underground 
stations
Two new Tube stations have opened on 

this century. Battersea Power Station and 
Nine Elms have both been added to the 
Northern Line route, as part of a £1.1 billion 
project. More than 100 people rode on the 

Station at around 5:28am. There are 
now 272 stations on the whole London 
Underground network. 

 Tom Daley given 
Freedom of the City 
Olympic gold medallist Tom Daley has been 
made a freeman of Plymouth. The diver 
was awarded the special honour for his 
sporting achievements and his role as an 
ambassador for the city. Tom, who was born 
in Plymouth, said he was delighted. The title 

council said it’s only been awarded to 44 
individuals and organisations since 1917.  

PLYMOUTH

 Calling all Scotland’s 
squirrel spotters! 
Wildlife charity Saving Scotland’s Red 
Squirrels is asking for people’s help to count 
squirrels. The charity is holding its annual 

how many of the creatures are still about 
in the country. People have been urged to 
keep their eyes peeled for both red and grey 
squirrels. The survey is taking place until 26 
September so, if you live in Scotland, there’s 
still time to add your sightings. Visit the 
online map at scottishsquirrels.org.uk. 

SCOTLAND

LONDON

SCOTLAND

The University of St Andrews
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Enthusiasts rush to get on 

Presenter and author 
Konnie Huq
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 Ancient clothes found in cave
Tools and bones have been found in a cave that 
suggest humans were making and wearing clothes 
there around 120,000 years ago. Researchers at the 
Max Planck Institute for the Science of Human History 
in Germany studied animal bones uncovered at the 
Contrebandiers Cave in Morocco, which contains 
the remains of early humans. They found sand fox, 
golden jackal and wildcat bones that had cut marks, 
possibly made with fur removal tools. Fur doesn’t 
survive for as long as bones, which means we don’t 
know what the clothes would have looked like.

MOROCCO
 Non-vaxxed workers suspended

At least 3,000 health workers have been suspended 
without pay for not being vaccinated against 
COVID-19 before a deadline set by the government. 
French Health Minister Olivier Véran said: ”A large 
number of these suspensions are only temporary,” 
and are mainly support staff. He said that dozens 
had quit their jobs rather than get the jab. France 
has also made a COVID-19 “health pass” mandatory 
for entering lots of public places. The pass, which will 
be in place until 15 November at least, has prompted 
weekly protests. President Macron has said that the 
health pass has been successful in “pushing people 
to get vaccinated”.

FRANCE
 Anti-oil election victory

Norway’s Labour Party has won the majority of votes 
in the general election, defeating Prime Minister 
Erna Solberg’s Conservative Party, which has been 
in power since 2013. Labour Party leader Jonas Gahr 
Støre is holding talks with other parties to form a 
coalition, which is a group of parties with enough 
MPs to form a government. The election became 
focused on the country’s oil industry after a report 
from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change said that the climate crisis was getting 
more serious. The Labour Party said that it will move 

cutting taxes for low and middle-income families 
while increasing tax rates for the rich.

NORWAY

 Putin wins general election
Russian President Vladimir Putin and his United 
Russia party have won the general election. It has 
been called “unfair” by many who claim authorities 
blocked politicians from opposition parties from 
standing. Footage of people allegedly putting 
multiple votes in ballot boxes has emerged on social 
media. Support for United Russia seems to have 
dropped slightly; this year, the party received nearly 
50% of votes, while in 2016 it won 54%.

 Koala numbers fall sharply
The Australian Koala Foundation (AKF) has 
warned that the number of koalas in the country 
has plummeted by 30% because of property 
development in the koalas’ habitats and regular 

left in the wild. Deborah Tabart, chair of the AKF, 
said: “It’s clear koalas are under threat, there’s no 
question they’re in trouble.” Last week the Australian 
government proposed scrapping recovery plans 
for almost 200 endangered species and habitats, 
including the Tasmanian devil and the whale shark.

Ge
tty

Ge
tty

 Endangered orcas pregnant
Three killer whales (orcas) in the waters around 
British Columbia are pregnant, scientists say. The 
whales are part of what scientists call the J-Pod, 
itself part of the endangered southern resident killer 
whale (SRKW) population. There are thought to be 
only 74 southern resident orcas in the pod.

CANADA
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SOMETHING’S 
DIFFERENT…
Let us know what you 
think of the new map 
by dropping us a line at 

RUSSIA AUSTRALIA
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The Scottish (or European) wildcat is the UK’s  
rarest species of mammal and is in real danger  
of extinction.
Leading British wildlife conservation charity the 
Wildwood Trust, in collaboration with Durrell Wildlife 
Conservation Trust and Vincent Wildlife Trust, is 
building a new breeding centre in Kent, which will 
eventually be home for up to ten wildcat families  
at a time. 
This groundbreaking new project aims to establish 

Scotland in over 200 years. The facility will provide 

a safe home for wildcats and their kittens until  
the kittens are ready to be released into the wild. 
Lots of research has gone into the design for the 
centre, including special dens that will allow the 
kittens to develop natural behaviours and survival 
skills as they grow. 
Wildcats were once a common species in the UK 
but were hunted to near extinction hundreds of 
years ago. Currently there are only around 300 
wildcats left in the UK, living in remote locations 
in the Scottish Highlands. The European wildcat is 
much more common in countries such as Spain.

WORK has begun on a state-of-the-art wildlife centre in England that will help boost the number of wildcats in the UK.
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WONDERBLY Advertisement feature

www.wonderbly.co.uk

GET LOST IN A NEW 
SEARCH-AND-FIND BOOK 

FROM WONDERBLY
IN Where Are You? Save the Multiverse!, you can send one to three children 
on an epic quest to look for themselves (and save the day!) in their very 

boggling missions, it’s the perfect gift for curious kids (and their grown-ups).
To celebrate the launch, we’ve teamed up with Wonderbly to bring you a puzzletastic 

challenge. Five weird and wonderful characters are buried in the 
pages of this week’s First News

ones on this page and on the cover don’t count!) Now 

Once you’ve spotted the characters hiding in 
the paper, you can dive even deeper into the 
universe of Where Are You? with your very 
own personalised copy!
Save 20% with the code FIRSTNEWS at 
wonderbly.co.uk
universes, complete missions and save 

THE FIVE 
CHARACTERS 
TO SPOT ARE:

1. A sunbathing mole 
2. A skateboarding penguin 
3. A capybara on rollerskates 
4. A reclining mermaid 
5.  
mastermind threatening to destroy  
the world... Can anyone stop him?!
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BRINGING 
WILDCATS 
BACK

THE FIVE



A RUBBISH PROBLEM! 
Where does all this waste 
come from?
Packaging and food are two of our main culprits. As 
soon as we open something, such as a bag of apples 
perhaps, we throw the empty packaging straight 
into the bin. Then there’s the issue of food waste. 
We’re all guilty of buying something and forgetting 
it’s in the fridge or not checking the use-by date. 
What happens to those items? They end up getting 
chucked instead! Around 20% of the food we buy 
never gets eaten. 

What about electrical waste? 
This is becoming a growing problem, as technology 
continues to get more and more advanced. The 
average household is hoarding at least 20 electrical 
items that they no longer use. That includes things 
like TV sets, radios and hairdriers. 

What happens to our waste?
Have you ever been to a rubbish dump? This is a type 

It is the most common form of waste disposal, but 
it’s also not very pretty and it releases methane into 
the atmosphere. This is one of the greenhouse gases 
that contributes to climate change. 

How do we tackle the issue?
It’s a tricky one to solve, but getting better at 

already doing a good job of it, with Germany, Austria 

tackle plastic pollution 
and build a stronger 
recycling system. Over 
100 supermarkets and 
businesses have signed 

they’ve introduced things 
like charging for plastic 
bags and cutting down 
on single-use plastic 
packaging. You might 
have noticed McDonald’s 
has switched from plastic 
straws to paper straws? 
But environmentalists 
argue there is more  
that can be done! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The way forward
Companies, and indeed countries, are getting 

much more innovative with the ways they 
tackle the issue of waste. In Japan, they’ve 
built a machine that turns old clothes into 
new ones, and in France they’re using old 
car tyres to make trainers! More than that, 

waste can actually be turned into clean 
energy. You might remember us telling you 

about Arla, the farmer-owned co-operative, using 
cow poo to fuel milk tankers. It’s hoped the move will 
help to cut the company’s climate impact. 
There are lots of things people are trialling, but even 
small acts at home can go a long way. Why not try 
reusing paper instead of throwing it away? You could 
wrap people’s birthday presents in a copy of First 
News for a totally unique-looking gift!

DID you know the total household waste across the whole of the UK is 
around 30 million tonnes every year? Now, that’s a LOT of rubbish! The 
worst part is that less than half of our waste ends up getting recycled. 

If you’re worried about any of the issues raised in our I Don’t Get It videos, talk to a trusted 
adult, or speak to someone at Childline by going to childline.org.uk or calling 0800 11 11

First News has teamed up with                 show FYI and the                                              to make a series of videos for you 
to watch at home or at school, called I Don’t Get It  
This week FYI

            he to
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How much food 
goes to waste in 
your house?

FYI presenter Tilly
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Join in the discussion and set up an FYI News 
Club in your school! Ask your teacher to go to 

 
the FYI News Clubs.
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 Who was Michael 
Faraday, and what’s 
his connection to the 
Royal Institution?
Michael Faraday is one 
of the most famous 
scientists in history.  
And his success as  
a scientist is an even 
more amazing story 
because he came from 
quite a poor family 
and he left school at 13! 
Michael Faraday’s story shows that anyone can be 
good at science, regardless of their background. 
He taught himself about science by reading the 
books he was working on as a trainee book-binder. 
One of the people he was binding books for saw that 
he was interested in science and gave him tickets to 
see the chemist Humphry Davy talk at the Ri in 1812. 
Faraday took such wonderful notes of Davy’s talk, 
that when he presented them to him – neatly bound 
of course – Davy gave him a job at the Ri. We still 
have this wonderful handwritten book of notes by 
Faraday in the collection at the Ri.
Michael Faraday worked all of his life at the Ri and 
his inventions and discoveries led to many important 
advances in science and technology that we still  
use today.

 This year marks 200 years since the 

was Faraday’s involvement in the invention? 
It was an early part of his research into what’s called 
electromagnetism – the study of electric currents 

which children learn about in physics lessons.
His work on the motor started when he heard about 
the discoveries of two other scientists. In 1820, Hans 

electric current through a wire produced a magnetic 

He thought that if a magnetic pole could be isolated, 

it ought to move constantly in a circle around a wire 

theory, and when you have a theory – something 
you believe to be true – then you have to go out  
and prove it. 
So in 1821, Faraday made his own experiment and  
he found that the equipment he had made changed 
electrical energy into mechanical energy. Basically, 

electric motor.  

 
 Why is the electric motor such an important 

development in human history? 

been found, and it meant it could be used for useful 
things all around the word. 
Having created continuous mechanical motion 
from magnetism and electricity (his electric motor), 
Faraday then began work to generate electricity 
from mechanical motion and magnetism (his 

that would transform our world, because it meant 
we could generate electricity on a really big scale. 
It made other life-
changing inventions like 
the light bulb possible.
Everything from laptops 
to washing machines 
to microwaves to 
satellites rely on electric 
motors or Faraday’s 
wider discoveries about 
electro-magnetism.

 How will the Ri be marking this anniversary? 
We have lots of Faraday activities planned for  
a whole year from September, including talks and 
demonstrations in our theatre (the same theatre  

 
his electric motor worked!), Family Fun Days and  
a special exhibition at the Ri. 

We still have Faraday’s original electric motor at  
the Ri, and his generator, and lots of other things  
he worked on, and they are all on display in our free 
museum. You can even see his laboratory in our 
basement, exactly as it was over 200 years ago! We’ll 
be posting details of all our activities on our website. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 What’s your favourite Faraday fact?

Davy was really impressed with the young Michael 
Faraday, he actually had an assistant already, so 
there wasn’t a job at the Ri to give him straight away. 

and that was the reason why Michael Faraday was 
able to start working at the Ri!
And the other is that he kept such beautiful notes  
of all his experiments, with detailed instructions and 
drawings. We still have his experimental notebooks 
at the Ri, and in fact they are thought to be so 

 
are part of the UNESCO Memory of the World archive. 
In his notebook where he writes about his electric 
motor and surrounding experiments, on 3 September 
1821, he says: “Very satisfactory, but make more 
sensible apparatus.”

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, 
ELECTRIC MOTOR
THIS month marks 200 years since a British scientist named Michael Faraday invented the electric 

First News spoke to the Ri’s Head of 

HAVE you ever left a cup of tea or a glass 
of juice too long and found a fuzzy layer of 

mould along the top?
In 1928, Dr Alexander Fleming came back from holiday and checked 
some samples of bacteria he’d left. One had gone a bit mouldy and 
the mould seemed to stop the bacteria around it from growing.

– could prove deadly. But a chemical in the mould could clear bacterial infection and it 
changed everything. Alexander called the substance penicillin, and it would become the 

You can see a sample of Alexander Fleming’s penicillium mould at the Science Museum.

This report is from the Science Museum in London

GIANT, slushy hailstones known as 
mushballs might just explain a cosmic 

a gas, in the atmospheres of Uranus (right) 

it’s clearly present in the atmospheres of 
other giant planets in our solar system, such as Jupiter. 
Now, a new study shows ammonia is likely to be present – but very 
deep in the planets’ atmospheres beneath the base of the clouds, 
where it is almost impossible for scientists to detect. And it’s carried 
deep inside by mushballs that weigh up to a kilo! 

WHAT A LOAD OF MUSH!
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Faraday’s “very satisfactory” electric motor
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Michael Faraday 
holding a bar magnet
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“It made other life-changing 
inventions possible”

“We still have Faraday’s 
experimental notebooks”

Faraday’s original laboratory
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14. SAVE THE CHILDREN Advertisement feature

Sign up now!

Friday 10 December IT’S here, folks – the most magical day of the year! So get 
your festive winter woollies out and don them with pride. 
You’re invited to Save the Children’s Christmas Jumper Day!
On Friday 10 December, people young and old will be getting their 
cosiest jumpers out to bring back the magic for children everywhere. 
And you can join in too!
Whether it’s a festive Darth Vader or a cute Christmas robin, we want 
to see your top jumper picks! No need to buy a new jumper, just 
jazz up an old one – add some bells and a Santa’s hat and you’ll be 
jingling all day long!

Protect the magic!magic!
Christmas Jumper Day is all about having fun, but it’s also 
a special way to raise money for children who can’t get the 
basics and are going hungry. Kids who don’t have enough food 

 
we come in. When children have full tummies, 
anything – everything – is possible!

SAVE THE CHILDREN’S SAVE THE C
CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAYCHRISTMAS J



FirstNews     Issue 797     24 – 30 September 202115.

Head to christmasjumperday.org and get your FREE fundraising pack

Join in the 
festive fun!festive fun!
Want to enjoy some festive fun while helping 
others too?
Here’s how:

 Step 1: Christmas jumpers on!
 Step 2: See the magic. It’s everywhere!
 Step 3: Donate £1 to help young people 
across the world get the food they need.

So jumpers on, people! Let’s protect 
the magic for children everywhere!

SAVE THE CHILDREN’S CHILDREN’S 
CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAYJUMPER DAY



  Can you tell us a little bit about Show 
Me The Honey?
It’s a new children’s TV show, where we give 
bees to four families across the country. We 
wanted to see what the kids would make of the 
experience. I’m the expert beekeeper, so I guide 
them in their journey and give them helpful tips 
along the way. 

  What do you think the families found 
the hardest about beekeeping?
It was probably initially getting over the fear of 
having the bees. Once they get over that, it was 
just about looking after the bees really. My top 
tip for them was just to stay calm at all times 
and try to become at one with the bees and the 
hive. Try to feel what is going on and work with 
the bees, rather than against them. 

  The judges are looking for the  
best honey, but what do you look for  
in a good honey?
For me, it’s the consistency, the taste and the 
colour. I do have a bit of a sweet tooth, so I like 
the honey to be quite sweet. I also like 
to be able to taste the concoction of 

actually fed on. 

  Famous chef Ainsley Harriott makes  
a dish with the winning honey at the  
end. Do you have a favourite dish 
involving honey?
To be honest with you, I like to have one or 
two large dollops of honey and add them 
to warm water, give it a stir and have 
it as a drink in the morning. It’s really 
energising. 

  How did you get  
into beekeeping? 
I originally worked in banking, but 

wasn’t what I thought it would be. My 
uncle taught me about beekeeping from  

a young age, so I had a real interest in it.  
I wanted to go into something where I could 

actually make a difference and enjoy  
my work. I looked into the agriculture 
industry and then got into beekeeping, 
which is my passion. 

  Can you tell us your coolest fact  
about bees?

one teaspoon of honey. They’ll do it fairly quickly, 
but it just shows we should really cherish every 
bit of honey that we’ve got available to us, 
because the bees have had to work extremely 
hard for it. 

  Why do you think there’s such  
an interest in beekeeping these days?
I think with global warming issues, everyone has 
become a lot more switched-on in terms of their 
environment and the ecosystem. They’re looking 
for ways to help their local environment and  
a good way of doing that is by looking after  
the pollinators, which bees are!

  Why are bees so important  
for the planet?
They pollinate up to 60% of our 
current food crops, so without bees 
a lot of the food that we see on 
our supermarket shelves would 
no longer be available. Without 
pollination, those crops 
won’t bear fruits.

WE all know where honey comes from, but do you 
know just how tricky it can be to get it? This week a brand-new series starts on 
CBBC that sees families around the UK learn the art of beekeeping. We caught up 
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See what all the buzz is about when Show Me The Honey starts on CBBC, 
every Thursday at 5:30pm from 30 September. You can also catch up on BBC iPlayer.

BUZZING 
ABOUT  
BEES 
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  What made you want to take part?
I’ve secretly wanted to take part for a long time, since 
my band mate [Harry Judd] did it in 2011. Then this year, 
my son Buzz was the deciding factor for me. He’s really 
got into the show over the last couple of years; he especially 
loved Chris Ramsey in it and Jamie Laing. Staying up on a Saturday 
night for it has become our thing and he’s at an age where that’s really 
exciting for him. So when the call came through, he was at  
the forefront of my mind.

 What do you think will be the biggest challenge that you’ll face?

inhibitions! I’m a musician so I understand music but I don’t trust my body!

  How do you feel about being ‘Strictly
I’m really looking forward to that. I like embracing some quite out-there 
looks. I’ve never been spray-tanned before so I’m quite looking forward  
to that.

 Are there any dances you’re most excited to learn and perform?
I think the jive, because that one feels the one I’ll understand the most. The 
music it is usually to is the most similar to the music I play with my band. 
So I’m used to moving to that kind of music more than I am to a salsa. I’m 
really scared about the Latin ones, I think I’ll struggle with them.

  What are you doing to prepare for the show?

going to get into really good shape but life just got in the way!

 Are you a competitive person and are you in it to win the 
glitterball trophy?
I am quite a competitive person, but I’m in it to have the best experience 
that I can. I would love to get through to the end, but as long as I have  
a good time and give it my best, I don’t mind how far I go.

THIS THIS WEEKWEEK
1 A NEW series based on the 

Oxford Reading Tree books 
about Biff, Chip and Kipper has 
launched on CBeebies and BBC 
iPlayer. The new live-action series 
is called Biff & Chip and it follows 
the siblings at home and at school, 
and episodes are available to 
watch now. 

2 MAYA Jama will present Simon Cowell’s brand-new show Walk The  
Line when it launches later this year. The show will see music acts 

perform live in front of a judging panel, in order to win a huge cash prize. 
But this show has a twist and contestants must show they have nerves of 

steel to stay in the competition. We can’t wait  

3 PLANET Omar, the hit book series by Zanib 
Mian, is being turned into a TV series. Zanib 

says: “Muslim lead characters in children’s 
TV have been so rare. When children see 
themselves represented they feel a beautiful 
message of belonging and being understood. 
The stories told through Omar and his family and 
friends will be enjoyable and relatable to every 
child. Everyone playing a part in making Planet 
Omar

PICS OF 
THE WEEK

GET your whisks and your baking tins ready because The Great British 
Bake Off 
Twelve new bakers are hoping 
to wow judges Prue and Paul 
with their cakes and bakes. This 
year the bakers include a police 
detective, a psychology student 
and a retired midwife who, at 70, 
is the oldest baker this series! 
There’ll be laughs, there’ll be 
tears and of course there’ll be 
Matt Lucas and Noel Fielding 
causing chaos in the tent. 
Catch The Great British Bake Off on Channel 4 on Tuesdays.  
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THE author and pop star has swapped his guitar for some 
dance shoes for the new series of Strictly Come Dancing

Strictly Come Dancing  
waltzes onto your screens every Saturday on BBC1.

FIVEFIVE  
MINUTESMINUTES

WITH...WITH...
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The Strictly Come Dancing class of 2021

TOM 
FLETCHER
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MONEYMONEY
IT’S A PIECE OF IT’S A PIECE OF CAKE!CAKE!
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Every great cake needs a great tin to keep it 
in! Starling Kite is a bank card and app for kids 
– and it’s a bit like a cake tin for your money. 
Starling will keep it safe, give you a bank card 
for spending and an app to keep track. Your 
adult can add pocket money and help you  
by keeping an eye on things from their  
own account.

 
Starling Kite today.

Adult permission is necessary and parents/guardians must already have a 
personal account with Starling before they can order the Kite card from the app. 
Starling Kite comes with a £2 monthly fee. Their subscription can be cancelled at 
any time. There are no extra charges for transfers or ATM withdrawals. Kite cards 
include blocks for certain merchants in order to keep children safe, including 
gambling merchants, nightclubs and bars.

INFO FOR PARENTS

MONEY can sometimes seem confusing. But it gets a lot easier 
to manage once you’ve chopped it into slices – in fact, it can be 
helpful to think of it like a cake!

EARNEARN
Before you eat a cake, you have to make it! It’s the same with 
money; if you want to buy something, you need to earn money to 
pay for it. Sometimes, if you’re lucky, you might be given money as 
a present or as pocket money. But normally you’ll have to do jobs 

SAVE
When you bake a cake, it’s tempting to eat it all right away! But 
sometimes you have to save it for later – perhaps it’s for a special 
event and you won’t have time to bake later, or maybe there’s too 
much to eat all at once! In the same way, it’s great to put some 
money aside too. Whether it’s to save for something big, or just  
as a precaution – you never know when you might need it.

GROWGROW
Baking an apple pie? Plant the seeds and a whole tree might 
grow! Adults do something similar with money. One of the ways to 
make money grow is to buy a small share of a business, known as 
investing. If the business grows, they can sell their share and make 
more money. It’s risky though; sometimes the tree – or business – 
fails, and you get nothing for your investment.

SPEND
It would be great if we could eat cake all the time, but that’s not a balanced 
diet. We have to eat fruit and vegetables too, to stay healthy. Money’s the same. 
Sometimes we get to buy fun things like toys and clothes, and sometimes we have 
to spend it on bills and groceries. That’s why making a budget is important, so we 
can balance our spending between the things we need, and the things we want.

GIVEGIVE
Sometimes it’s nice to give a slice of our cake to someone else, so no-one goes 
hungry. If you feel you have enough, you can give money away too. Sometimes 
shops have collection tins for charity, or maybe your friend is raising money with 
a bake sale. Sharing makes a big difference, and it makes you feel good too!



NATHAN Paulin takes a gentle stroll through 
Paris… 70m (230ft) above the ground on  
a slackline across the River Seine!
The French daredevil walked from the Eiffel Tower 
to Théâtre National de Chaillot on the other side 
of the river, stopping occasionally to wow the 
crowds by sitting or lying down on the line.
Although he was attached to the line by a safety 
strap, we’re still not sure we’d want to give it a go!
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any words of three or more letters you can make, using the m
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n each one. And can you  nd the word that uses all the letters?

CAN you complete our sudoku puzzle, 

Send in your answers and three winners will win copy of Mrs Wordsmith: How 
To Write A Story, a visual guide to learn how to structure stories, which includes 
illustrated writing prompts and creative writing techniques. This guide will help 
you fall in love with writing! Mrs Wordsmith: How To Write A Story, published by 
DK.com, is available from amazon.co.uk.

WORD
LADDER

SEE if you can get from the 
top of the ladder to the 

one letter at a time 
to make a new 

word.

CAN

LOOK

OUTS

WIN! WIN! HOW HOW 
TO WRITE A TO WRITE A 
STORYSTORY
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CROSSWORD
1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8

9 10

11

12 13 14 15

16

17 18

19

ACROSS 
Amaze (8)

6 Land next to the sea (5)
7 Break into lots of pieces (5)
9 Brief note (4)

 ______ card: popular 
means of payment (6)

 Response to  
a question (6)

In addition (4)
 _____ Goulding: 

English singer-songwriter (5)

displayed on poles (5)

DOWN
2 A large group of insects (5)
3 Formal declaration or promise to 

4 Put inside (6)
5 Perceived sound 
with the ears (5)
6 Contrast (7)
8 Fast food items 
containing sausages (3,4)

Show a TV programme again (6)
 Latin American dance (5)
 Jumps in the air (5)
At a distance (4)



COMPETITIONS: You can enter First News  
First News

First News  
First News  
First News

in transit. First News
 

LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS:
Spot the difference: puppy has an extra ear, shelf 
missing from wall, extra spot on puppy, collar 
is now blue, door lock is missing. Word wheel: 
excelling. Word ladder: gold, goad, road, roar, soar, 
star. What on Earth?: Stitch, Winnie-the-Pooh, Tow 
Mater, Minnie Mouse, Wall-E, Patrick Star.

3 5 2 4 1 8 6 7 9
4 8 6 9 3 7 5 2 1
1 9 7 5 2 6 8 4 3
8 2 3 6 9 5 4 1 7
9 6 4 3 7 1 2 8 5
5 7 1 8 4 2 9 3 6
2 3 8 1 5 9 7 6 4
7 1 5 2 6 4 3 9 8
6 4 9 7 8 3 1 5 2

HOW TO ENTER: 

R E H E A R S E M

E Y A C I

S E E D G A L A X Y

I N E I O

S H A R K U P P E R

T H S K

A B O U T N E E D S

N B S L H

T R U A N T D E M I

O R A C R

N B A G U E T T E

Ada Twist, Scientist

A

SPOT THE SPOT THE DIFFERENCEDIFFERENCE
21. PUZZLE FUN

B

A                        BUNDLE

ENTER NOW! MARK YOUR ENTRY HEXBUG

FIRST NEWS 

 

The silk strands in a spider’s web are said to be stronger than…
a) Gold     b) Steel     c) Coal

WIN!



*All prices 
correct at time 
of printing
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We are extremely passionate about the environment and we are always looking at ways to reduce waste throughout the company and across all of our products. Our paper comes from sustainable sources. We package First News in a mixture of 

compostable wrapper, paper wrapper, cardboard wraps and boxes, depending on the order size. See  for more information about our environmental commitments.

MARVELWHAT’S IN 
THE SHOPS?

SCARLET WITCH  
AND VISION ACTION 
FIGURE SET
DISNEY STORE £16.00
Explore the wonderful world of WandaVision with 

Scarlet Witch and Vision in their cool costumes, 
these fully 
articulated 

make a welcome 
addition to any 
Marvel collection.

DO you ever wish you were  

magical bundle from the 
Wizarding World will ensure 
you’re ready to head to 

 
 

 Harry Potter 
(Draco Malfoy) joined a digital livestream, which you can now watch 

with the magic on the Wizarding World 20th Anniversary Collection 
Website Hub and follow along on social by searching 

and #20YearsofMovieMagic.
We have four magical bundles of Wizarding World products up for 

ENTER NOW! MARK YOUR ENTRY MAGIC

WINWIN!!

  a) 11    b) 12   13

wizardingworld.com
Please be aware of 

age restrictions when 
using social media 

A MAGICAL BUNDLE OF A MAGICAL BUNDLE OF 
WIZARDING WORLD WIZARDING WORLD 

PRODUCTS TO CELEBRATE THE 20TH PRODUCTS TO CELEBRATE THE 20TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE HARRY POTTER  HARRY POTTER  
AND THE PHILOSOPHER’S STONEAND THE PHILOSOPHER’S STONE FILM FILM
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DOBBLE 
MARVEL 
EDITION
AMAZON.CO.UK £14.87 

friendly game challenges players to spot the 
single matching image between two cards.

FUNKO POP! 
MARVEL AVENGERS 
CAPTAIN AMERICA 
THETOYSHOP.COM  
£15.00
fans. It shows the iconic superhero painted 
silver along with 
his shield. Fans and 
collectors will love 

print, which shows 
the recognisable 
Captain America 
emblem. Comes in 
a window display 
box and includes 

sticker.
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YOUR READS!
BOOKS

On Halloween one night, 
three friends decide to 
play a Ouija board as a 

weren’t prepared for what 
happens next though! 

have a scary spirit following them 
home, and this is where the story 
takes a turn.
What I liked about this book 
was that the characters are so 
relatable. You end up not seeing 
them as characters in a story, but 
as real-life people instead. 
I was so invested in the storyline, 
as the ongoing twists and scare 
factor set it apart from other 
books that I’ve read. 
I recommend reading this book, 
as you might get lost in it like I did!

Dogs is a really great book about 
how to understand your very  
best friend. 
With amazingly interesting facts 
from Dr John Bradshaw and 
fabulously funny illustrations by 
the talented Clare Elsom, this 
wonderful book is sure to make 
you smile. 
I really enjoyed reading this book 
because it made me say WOW  
a lot and it also made me laugh 
like a maniac. 

anyone who wants to get a dog or 

My favourite fun fact that I learnt 
is that dogs sniff their paw at 
night to remind them of their day! 
I absolutely love this book and  

THE HOUSE IN THE WOODS 
YVETTE FIELDING

DOGS: UNDERSTANDING 
YOUR VERY BEST FRIEND
JOHN BRADSHAW

SOLVE mysterious conspiracies, and battle bad ideas, doubts and 
regrets within the minds of oddball characters in this platform game!

LAST week gaming pioneer and computer innovator 
Sir Clive Sinclair passed away at the age of 81.

computers. He helped popularise electronic calculators and 
 

ZX Spectrum (right).
This device was a huge success, and gave lots 
of people the opportunity to learn to code their 

He also revealed a tiny electric vehicle in 1985, 
the Sinclair C5, but it didn’t sell well.

RIP SIR CLIVE SINCLAIR

PSYCHONAUTS 2
XBOX ONE / SERIES X|S, 

PS4/5 AND PC

Psychonauts came out way 
back in 2005. After a lot of trouble  
with developing the sequel, 
Psychonauts 2
released, 16 years later.
The game’s story begins right after 

Psychonauts ended, so 
there’s a lot of catching up to do for 
new players! There’s a big cutscene 
at the beginning that tries to explain 
everything that happened.
It’s a lot to take in, and you might be 
feeling a bit confused afterwards. 
Fortunately, it’s not too hard to follow 
what’s going on, once you’ve spent  

You play as Raz, an acrobat who’s 

of secret agents gifted with psychic 
abilities like levitation and telekinesis 
(moving objects with your mind).
With these powers, you’ve got to enter 
people’s minds and help solve the 
mental problems that they face. These 
are often pretty strange, so you’ve got 
to be ready for everything! 
Your adventure will see you uncover  

secrets, and learn more about Raz’s 
own psychic abilities.
The game often made us laugh, and 
there are some really cool and crazy 
moments throughout.
While it might be more geared to older 
readers, this is one mind-melting 
adventure you don’t want to miss.
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A NEW SpongeBob SquarePants game 
has been announced, called SpongeBob 
SquarePants: The Cosmic Shake.

accidentally tear open the fabric of space 

and Bikini Bottom’s buildings scattering into 
different Wishworlds! Can our heroes rescue 
their friends?
The game is being developed by the team 
who created the fantastic SpongeBob 
SquarePants: Battle for Bikini Bottom 
Rehydrated, which came out last year.

NEW SPONGEBOB 
GAME ANNOUNCED

Reviewed 
by Ava 
Oakes

We’ll need around 125 words on a book you’ve been reading 
and a picture  of yourself (with parents’ permission!) sent to 

.

WE WANT YOUR BOOK REVIEWS!

Reviewed 
by Thomas 
Bradshaw, 

aged 14
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A FAMOUS car 
company is paying 

someone to make sure 
their vehicles have the “new car smell”. 
Nissan has employed Peter Eastland to put 
his super senses to good use and give each car a good old sniff.

customers. He smells lots of different materials that are being used in 
 

 
 

Written and illustrated by Paul Palmer

IT’S usually human toddlers who have potty-training, 
but now cows have been given it too! 

use a special area in their barn to go to the toilet. 

environmentally friendly.  

at the Research Institute for Farm 
Animal Biology in Germany, said: 

business, the scientists collected 

be harmful to the environment.

gas emissions and pollution.
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TOILET 
TRAINING 
FOR COWS!

Kim Raymond’s 
Winnie-the-Pooh 

drawing
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Bounce inside the Bearbnb!

WINNIE-the-Pooh fans are getting the chance 
to stay in a very special ‘Bearbnb’ this week.

The house rules include no pets (other than Roos, Tiggers, Eeyores, Piglets and 

A BEARY 
CUTE 
HOUSE

r

NOSENOSE  
FOR THE FOR THE 
JOBJOB
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kick of the ball 
was all Mark Noble 
managed as West 
Ham took on Man 
United – and it was 

a vital penalty! With West Ham 

gold medals in 
three days was 
the impressive 
tally for Charlotte 
Henshaw at the 

Henshaw also won a kayaking gold 

1

2

years after his 

Williams has won 

frames to beat his opponent Gary 
 

World Championships among his  

24

BURUNDIAN athlete Francine Niyonsaba has broken the world record for the women’s 2,000m. 
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IN THE IN THE 
LONG LONG 
RUN…RUN…

RUGBY union fans have recently enjoyed a couple  
of scintillating matches with end-to-end action and 
plenty of point scoring.

KEEP ON TRYING!

to a phenomenal performance from Jasmine Joyce. The 

Scotland’s Megan Gaffney makes a bid for the try line

Jasmine Joyce 
was the deserved 

winner of the Player 
of the Final award
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Francine Niyonsaba has had to switch to longer 
distances – and is now a world record holder 
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SUBSCRIBE FOR SCHOOL – FIND OUT MORE AT SCHOOLS.FIRSTNEWS.CO.UK
CALL: (020) 3195 7256     EMAIL: SCHOOLS@FIRSTNEWS.CO.UK

WE WANT TO 
HEAR WHAT 
YOU/YOUR 
SCHOOL 
IS UP TO
Write in to let us know what 
you’ve been up to lately! Have 
you done something creative? 
Been for a great day out? How 
has the coronavirus affected 
your school, friends and 
family? Why not share your 
experiences with your fellow 
First News readers?
Email your report (including 
pictures) to yournews@

Don’t forget to include your 
name and age (and your 
school’s name and address 
for school news reports). By 
writing in, you give consent to 
First News printing details and 
photographs of those involved 
in the report.

READING 
IS MAGIC 
WINNER

I’d got to know about Rob and his books over lockdown 
when he started doing #DrawWithRob videos where he 
would choose a character – often from one of his own 
books – and then do a draw-along video tutorial to watch 
on YouTube.
I’d done several of these including Gregosaurus, Kevin, 
sausage dog, Fred Bear and several more. One day I hope 
to complete all 100 drawings that there are #DrawWithRob 
tutorials for! 
So armed with my list of questions, I logged into the Zoom 
call, which had been organised by Bath Children’s Literature 
Festival, where Rob will be speaking in October. After saying 
hello to Rob and even more importantly to Ringo, who is 
Rob’s dog, I got started on my questions. 
I began with some questions that I thought everyone would 
love to know the answers to… about what inspired Rob to 
start drawing and how old he was when he discovered that 
he was really good at it.

A family full of inspiration
Rob told me that his mum was really great at art and 
drawing, and that there would always be pens, pencils and 
paper in his home when he was growing up. So you would 

He explained how there were far fewer distractions in those 
days, such as the internet and gadgets, so he would spend 
the summer holidays creating his own comics from scratch. 
He’d invent the characters and draw the whole comic out, 
then get his dad to photocopy it and he’d pass the comics 
to his friends to read. That sounds so much fun! 
I loved hearing about where he gets his inspiration from, as 
he explained how the inspiration for the character of Peanut 
Jones in his new book came from his daughter Poppy and 
the packed lunch Post-it notes that he would put in her 
lunchbox… every single day! Wow! 
The loveable monster Kevin was another of his characters 
that was inspired by his children, based on an imaginary 
friend that his daughter Kitty had when she was younger.
I told Rob about my other hobbies of gaming and playing 
the guitar and it turned out that he likes gaming too. He 
plays Mario Kart and Zelda games with his family.
Rob has taught himself to play guitar, and both me and 

my brother also play guitar. I also heard about how he was 
nearly a professional footballer following in the footsteps of 
his uncle, but he chose to go to art college instead.

Painting pictures with words
He advised me to always be ready to receive ideas, as they 
may strike at any time… in the shower, at the shops, any 
time or place. He explained how there is no right or wrong 
when it comes to drawing; it’s subjective, so his advice was 
to draw a lot and not to become self-conscious about it. 

His opinion is that ! 
 
 
 
 
 

As I have juvenile arthritis, 
which can affect many of my joints, including my hands, I 
asked Rob about any ideas for being creative even when 
my hands are hurting, which makes it hard to draw. 
He came up with a really great idea of recording stories 
using a recording device and to “paint pictures with 
words”. He explained that when he is writing a book he 
uses pictures to tell one part of the story and the words tell 
another part of the story, so even when he is writing he is 
still thinking visually.

While chatting to Rob I wondered if there are any strange 
questions that he gets asked in interviews and there 
were two funny ones that he told me about. When he 
visits schools to do talks he often gets asked: “Can I go 
to the toilet?” by the children at school and he was also 
once asked: “When are you going to stop talking?” That’s 
certainly not a question I would have asked, as I could have 

about the person behind the #DrawWithRob videos and 
books that I love so much. 
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Thank you to First News and to Bath 
Festivals, and of course to Rob too, 
for this amazing opportunity. 
The Bath Children’s Literature Festival 
is on from 24 September – 3 October.
Visit  for 
more information.

“Always be ready to receive 
ideas, as they may strike at 
any time” 



  What can you tell us about The Great 
Dream Robbery?
Chris: Imagine, if you will, a machine that 
allows you to enter other people’s dreams. 
Sounds amazing, right? That’s what the plot 
is centred around. Our hero is called Maya 
Clayton, and her dad, Professor Dexter, has 
invented this rather wonderful machine. But 
Professor Dexter has been trapped by his 
enemies inside a nightmare, so Maya and her 
new friends, the Dream Bandits, have to enter 
dreams in order to rescue her father.

  How does it feel to be working on a new 
series after Kid Normal? 
Greg: It feels really liberating [freeing] now! We 
felt quite daunted by it, actually! It was a huge 
challenge to come up with something that was 
new, and starts and ends in the same book. 
Because of the pandemic, we weren’t doing 
anything in our lives to write about, so we had 
to dig a bit deeper – and write ourselves out of 
sadness I suppose.
Chris: We had to engage our imaginations and 
just keep that self-belief that your imagination 
is limitless. Weirdly, that’s what we ended up 
writing a story about. We wrote a whole story 
about imagination, because what Maya and 
her friends discover inside dreams is that 
whatever they can imagine they can bring  
to life. 
Greg: When we were coming up with ideas for 
the book, we thought: “What are the things that 
have really inspired us in the last few years?” 
And a lot of it was meeting our readers and 
feeding off their imaginations! So we would 
just do as nine-year-olds would do, and be 
unashamedly wacky! I suppose at times we 
really were inspired by them for this book.

  What’s it been like to write a book 
during a pandemic?
Chris:  It’s largely been over Zoom! Partly in 
the park when, last summer, we were able to 

go and sort of sit a couple of 
metres apart. Some of The 
Great Dream Robbery was 
written beneath an oak tree! 
It had its advantages and 
disadvantages. You’re not right 
together, enjoying a pizza and 
running about, but then we 
had to get things done with set 
time limits on Zoom – because 
there is less galloping about!

  Would you visit each 
other’s dreams if you could? 
Greg: Yeah, I would! Yeah, Chris has got a 
wonderful mind and he’s very funny, and I 
feel like inside Chris’ brain is a fantasy realm. 
I think there’s another realm in Chris’ head 
with unpronounceable characters and far-off 
mystical lands, so I think I’d have quite a nice 
time there. 
Chris: In The Great Dream Robbery, the 
characters discover that what they can do is 

visit them. So they use this to make one of the 
baddies in the book frightened of cows. They 
give him lots of nightmares about cows! So  
I think what I would do is play a trick on Greg, 
maybe make him scared of something that  
he really likes… perhaps cheese!

  We hear you’re joining the National 
Literacy Trust’s Connecting Stories 
initiative, so can you tell us about that?
Chris: We’ve done lots of stuff with the National 
Literacy Trust before, and they do absolutely 
incredible work. And they’re so, so passionate 
about what they do! So when they asked us to 
come on board, and sort of be ambassadors.
Greg: We are ambassadors! And please refer to 
us as such!
Chris: So to work to try and get more books into 
the hands of more kids was a no-brainer [easy 
decision] for us.

 How was it getting back in front  
of readers for the book’s launch?
Chris: Weirdly emotional! It was at Dreamland 
in Margate, standing on stage and seeing the 
faces of kids with their parents, then watching 
the joy as they got involved and started making 
up a story with us.
Greg:
the kids again! A nice reminder that we’re not 
just writing into the void, and that kids are 
absolutely still reading and still enjoying stories, 
and despite what’s going on around them in 
the world, they’re still able to escape into  
a good book!

 Lastly, would you rather visit other 
people’s dreams or have complete 
control over your own dreams?
Greg: Tough one! But 
I’d have to go with 
controlling my own.
Chris: In The Great 
Dream Robbery, one 
of the characters 
dreams a milkshake 
that tastes like a 
different chocolate 
bar every sip! It’s 

I want my own 
dreams, with  
a nice milkshake!

The Great Dream Robbery is out now. Both 
Greg and Chris will be appearing at Bath Children’s Literature Festival
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THERE’S NO LIMITNO LIMIT 
TO YOUR IMAGINATION!
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AUTHORS, radio stars and National Literacy Trust ambassadors 
Greg James and Chris Smith have said goodbye to the Kid Normal 
series (for now) and written an all-new story: The Great Dream 
Robbery! We spoke to the pair about where they get their inspiration, 
writing a book during lockdown and, obviously, dreams! 
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THIS week we’re celebrating books and the joy of reading with the 
return of Bath Children’s Literature Festival and the online Reading 
is Magic Festival. We’ve put together a list of the top ten books we 
think every child should read, along with some quotes from some 
fantastic authors about their favourite books and book characters!

Cressida Cowell, author  
of The Wizards of Once
“I liked naughty children!  
I loved children who didn’t 
follow the rules, like in The 
Naughtiest Girl in the School 
by Enid Blyton. I loved 
Matilda too! She doesn’t 
follow the rules in a different 
kind of way and of course, 
she has magic!”

Jacqueline Wilson, author 
of The Primrose Railway 
Children
“A favourite book of mine 
as a child was Black Beauty, 
which is about horses in 
Victorian England and some 
of the awful things that 
happen to horses, but it’s 
also got some lovely bits 
too, and very few people 
read it now, but it is  
a lovely story.”

Chris Smith, co-author of 
The Great Dream Robbery
“I think everyone should read 
The Hobbit – not just kids, 
everyone. They just should!“

MG Leonard, co-author of 
Adventures on Trains: Danger  
at Dead Man’s Pass
“For one day, I would like to be 
Mary Lennox, playing in The 
Secret Garden with Dickon and 
Colin, gardening and watching 
the birds. I loved this story by 
Frances Hodgson Burnett when 
I was young, but as an adult it 
has come to mean a lot more to 
me because of its theme of the 
restorative power of nature.”

Gareth P Jones, author of 
Fairy Tales for the Fearless: 
Cindergorilla
“One of the books that has 
stayed with me and informed 
my writing as a children’s author 
is Norton Juster’s The Phantom 
Tollbooth. It’s full of wordplay 
and humour and I have thought 
about it a lot over the years. My 
mum read it to me and since 
becoming a parent, I have now 
read it to my children.”

Sam Sedgman, co-author of 
Adventures on Trains: Danger  
at Dead Man’s Pass
“I loved reading books by  
E Nesbit. Not just The Railway 
Children – although that was 

favourites, for obvious reasons 
– but also Five Children and It 
and The Phoenix and the Carpet. 
I always enjoyed how she would 
start a story with ordinary 
children in an ordinary place 
and throw them into brilliant, 
fantastic adventures.”

Loretta Schauer, illustrator of 
Fairy Tales for the Fearless: 
Cindergorilla
“I always remember reading 
James and the Giant Peach  
by Roald Dahl, in our infant 
school library. It was a very old 
edition of the story that I’ve now 
discovered was illustrated by 
American artist Nancy Ekholm 
Burkert. Her work lent the story  

loved the darker, Gothic side of 
things ever since.”
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BRILLIANT 
BOOKS 

Many of these authors and illustrators will be taking part in the Bath Children’s Literature Festival (24 September –  
3 October) and the Reading is Magic Festival (27 September – 1 October).  Find out which events are happening and 
book tickets at bathfestivals.org.uk/childrens-literature and  readingismagicfestival.com

How many of these books have you read?  
Do you think some other books should have been on the list?  
Tell us your favourites in our poll at 

Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s Stone
by JK Rowling

Gangsta Granny 
by David Walliams  

The Magic  
Faraway Tree 
by Enid Blyton  

How To Train  
Your Dragon 

by Cressida Cowell 

Matilda 
by Roald Dahl  

The Borrowers 
by Mary Norton  

A Bear Called 
Paddington 
by Michael Bond 

The Worst Witch 
by Jill Murphy  

The Lion, The Witch 
and the Wardrobe 
by CS Lewis 

The Brilliant World  
of Tom Gates 
by Liz Pichon  

TEN BOOKS 
EVERYONE SHOULD 

READ!


