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WORST YEAR EVER 
FOR BIRD CRIME
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TO READ YOURSELF  
AND SHARE WITH FRIENDS

QUICK 
    NEWS

New analysis of wood from buildings 
in Newfoundland, Canada, proves 

to arrive and settle in North America. 
In the year 993AD, an enormous 
pulse of radiation was released by 
a solar storm. This radiation from 
the sun was absorbed by the trees 
alive at the time and affected their 
growth rings that year. Scientists 
counted the rings that came after 
the one that was affected, and were 
able to see exactly when the tree 
was cut down and used to build 
settlements. They found that the 
trees were cut down exactly 1,000 
years ago in 1021AD, 471 years  

Christopher Columbus.

On Wednesday 27 October, MPs 
were expected to vote against an 
amendment to an environment bill 
that would force water companies 
to cut the amount of raw sewage 
they put into the UK’s rivers. Surfers 
Against Sewage, one of the groups 
who pushed for the amendment 
to be added to the bill, said: “It’s 
shocking that the Government is 
recommending that MPs reject 
progressive and ambitious 
amendments that would protect 
water, air and nature.” In 2020, raw 
sewage was discharged into waters 
more than 400,000 times.

DOGS SAVED BY  
THE ‘A TEAM’

A Spanish drone company had 
been due to airlift dogs trapped 
on the La Palma volcano in 
the Canary Islands. However, 
it found that the dogs had 
already been rescued by a 
group calling itself the ‘A Team’. 
Instead of spotting the stranded 
canines, the drone company, 
Aerocámaras, instead saw a 
sign that read: “Be strong La 

Team.” It’s thought that the 
people who saved the dogs 
want to remain anonymous, 
because rescuing them would 
have meant breaking the law 
by entering the ‘exclusion zone’ 
around the volcano that has 
been set up by authorities.

MPs TO VOTE AGAINST 
CUT IN RAW SEWAGE

UNBOX YOUR 
CREATIVITY

A creative festival like no other 
is set to take every corner of 
the UK by storm next year. 
UNBOXED: Creativity in the UK 
will take place from 1 March to 
2 October 2022, and will feature 
free large-scale, immersive 
events, installations and 
digital experiences designed 
to ignite the creativity of 
millions of people of all ages. 
The Government-backed 
festival of UK creativity draws 
on arts, science, engineering, 
technology and maths and 
will feature ten major creative 
projects that share new 
ideas and possibilities for the 
future. The organisers plan to 
announce more details over the 
coming weeks and months.

Ryan Hackett, 61, has been riding 
the wooden Megafobia rollercoaster 
(above) at Oakwood Theme Park 
in Pembrokeshire for more than 25 
years. After a long delay caused by 
the pandemic, he has now enjoyed 
his 6,000th ride. Ryan hopes to ride 
the rollercoaster 10,000 times!

RECORD RIDER

OVER 80% “EAGER TO 
HELP ENVIRONMENT”

The US government’s chief medical 
adviser, Dr Anthony Fauci, has 

to 11 will be able to get COVID-19 
vaccines by early November. It 
comes after the US Food and Drug 
Administration found that the 

for children outweighed the risks.

US KIDS TO GET 
COVID JABS

Birdcrime report 

incidents of bird of prey persecution 
in 2020, the highest in 30 years. All 
birds of prey are protected by the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, and 
to intentionally kill or injure one is a 
criminal offence. It’s believed that the 
true number of birds of prey killed is 
far greater, with many crimes going 
undetected and unreported.

FOOD CRISIS IN 
AFGHANISTAN

The UN World Food Programme 
(WFP) has warned that millions 
of Afghans are at risk of 
starvation this winter. After the 
country fell to the Taliban in 
August, many richer countries 
stopped sending aid money 
to Afghanistan. This has left 
the country much poorer, and 
many Afghans are now selling 
their possessions to buy food. 
In September, more than $1bn 
(£720m) was pledged to help 
the WFP support Afghanistan, 
but so far, it has received only 
a third of that. Qu Dongyu, 
director of the UN’s Food and 
Agriculture Organization, said: 
“It is urgent that we speed up 
and scale up our delivery [of 
aid] before winter.”
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NORTH AMERICA
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Statistics published by Natural 

(81%) eight to 15-year-olds said 
they want to do more to look after 
the environment, while more than 
three quarters (78%) agree that 
looking after the environment is 
important to them. Some 46% of 
those surveyed don’t think adults 
are doing enough to protect  
the environment.

$1.5M TRAINERS
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A pair of trainers worn by basketball 
superstar Michael Jordan have sold 
for nearly $1.5m (£1.09m), making 
them the most expensive game-
worn shoes of all time. The white 
leather Nike Air Ship trainers, with 
a red Nike swoosh, beat the record 
held by a pair of Nike Air Jordans, 
which sold for $615,000 in 2020.
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FISHING crews in Indonesia may have uncovered 
the long-lost land known as the Island of Gold.

THE culling of wild beavers in Scotland is 
to continue, even though some licences 
to kill them were handed out wrongly.
Since 2019, beavers have been protected in 
Scotland by the Scottish Government.
But the Scottish Government’s nature 
agency, NatureScot, has allowed more than 
200 beavers to be culled under a special 
licence. NatureScot is in charge of Scotland’s 
natural, genetic and scenic diversity.
Charity Trees For Life claimed that NatureScot 
had broken the law by issuing the special 
licences without a reason, and a judge 
agreed with them.
The judge has now ruled that licences can 
only be granted if NatureScot can fully 
explain why they are needed.
Alan McDonnell from Trees For Life said: “The 
Scottish Government must take this ruling 
seriously, and it means that from here on in 
there can be no more rubber-stamping of 
licensed killing of beavers.”
NatureScot has said it will change “existing 
licenses when needed, to show that culling  
is a necessary last resort”.
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‘ISLAND OF GOLD’ 
DISCOVERED

THE UK’s education unions have written to Education Secretary Nadhim Zahawi calling for urgent 
action on the climate crisis.

PUT CLIMATE CRISIS 
ON THE CURRICULUM

BEAVER BEAVER 
CULL CULL TO TO 
CONTINUECONTINUE

The BMA said that: “the Westminster Government said it would enact ‘Plan B’ to 
prevent the NHS from being overwhelmed. As doctors working on the frontline, 

It came after a press conference by the new Health Secretary, Sajid Javid 
(pictured), in which he said that the number of new COVID-19 cases could 
reach 100,000 a day, but that ‘Plan B’ won’t be put in place just yet.
The Government’s Plan B could include vaccine passports, wearing masks 
indoors in public places, and people working from home again.
The Government has already been criticised for not reintroducing rules 
requiring masks in certain places, including in the House of Commons.
Mr Javid has said that people should wear masks in crowded places, but very 
few Conservative MPs are wearing masks when in Parliament.

THE British Medical Association (BMA) has said that it’s “incredibly 
concerning” that the Government isn’t doing more to protect people 
from COVID-19.

CALLS FOR COVID PLAN B
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The four unions (NASUWT, NEU, UCU and UNISON), 
which represent teachers, school staff and workers 
across the UK, say that as the host country of the 
COP26 UN climate conference, it’s important for the 
UK to lead by example.
They say that the UK’s education system needs to 
undergo big changes, because climate change 
requires an emergency response.
These changes include a complete “review of 
the entire curriculum, so that it is preparing and 
mobilising our whole society for a sustainable future”.
That could mean having lessons about the climate 
emergency and ecological crisis, how they are 
caused and what our future lives and jobs might look 
like. It could also mean green skills being taught on 
vocational courses for older students.
In the letter, the unions also call for a plan to 

completely decarbonise the UK’s schools by 2030, 
and a policy for helping students, staff and parents 
get to school in an eco-friendly way.
Dr Mary Bousted, Joint General Secretary of the 
National Education Union, said: “It is the next 
generation that will bear the brunt of any inaction  
on climate change.” 
“We all need to play a part in ensuring a sustainable 
future for our young people. Schools and colleges 
can play their part, and the UK Government needs 
to ensure that quality climate change education is 
embedded across the curriculum, as well as focusing 
on decarbonising the education estate by 2031.”

Do you think you should learn about the 
climate crisis at school?

Go to  to vote!
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Health Secretary 
Sajid Javid
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Explorers have been searching for the lost city of 
Srivijaya, ever since it disappeared from the history 
books around the 14th century. 

Buddhist statues covered in gemstones, and swords 
with exquisite golden handles, have been uncovered in 
the Musi River on the Indonesian island of Sumatra.
It’s claimed that these are treasures from Srivijaya, 
which was a major trading hub in Southeast Asia 
between the 8th and 11th centuries. It was believed 
to be one of the most wealthy regions in the world  
at the time.
But something happened in the 1300s that led to the 
end of the kingdom, and even today, experts aren’t sure 
what caused the city to disappear.
Dr Sean Kingsley, a British maritime archaeologist, told 

The Guardian that it might have been lost to a volcano, 
or the Musi River could have “swallowed the city whole”.
He is concerned that most of the artefacts uncovered 

anyone has a chance to study them. “The story of the 
rise and fall of Srivijaya is dying without being told,” Dr 
Kingsley said.

The Musi River

G
et

ty



Ri
ch

ar
d 

Ha
ug

ht
on

 ©
 S

on
y 

M
us

icSURREY, UK

3 ISSUES FOR £1
SUBSCRIBE.FIRSTNEWS.CO.UK

4. NEWS IN PICTURES FirstNews     Issue 802     29 October – 4 November 2021

Ge
tty

HANDAN, CHINA
TOURISTS enjoy the pink grass as it comes into bloom.

A NEW after-dark experience is lighting up the Edwardian gardens at the 
National Trust’s Polesden Lacey in Dorking until 7 November. Visitors can 

PEOPLE watch as thousands of sheep pass through the city centre for the 
annual Transhumance Festival. The traditional event sees farmers moving 
livestock from one grazing ground to another in a seasonal cycle. The event 

MADRID, 
SPAIN 
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USA
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FANS dressed as characters from Star Wars  

LONDON, UK
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THIS LORRY 
DRIVER
A LORRY loaded with costumes 
for a TV show ended up in 
Bristol harbour when the driver 
reversed a bit too far. The lorry 
was delivering clothes for a new 
series with comedian Stephen 
Merchant, who joked: “Because of 
the HGV driver shortage we had 
to use some more local drivers 

was my nan.”

ADELE
AFTER fans waited for six years 
to hear her new music, Adele’s 
latest single clearly hasn’t 
disappointed. Easy On Me set 

clocking up 24 million streams 

beat the record of 16.9 million set 
by Ariana Grande’s 7 Rings back 
in January 2019.

ARE world leaders listening to warnings 
about the climate crisis (p6-7)? It does seem 

like they are, at last, so now the big question is what they’re 
going to do about it. The prime minister says that peer pressure 

among countries can help to force more action, so let’s hope 
he’s right and that every country in the world can come together 

at COP26 and begin to solve this crisis.

EDITOR’S  
COMMENT

standing next to the camera, and was hit in the 
chest. The director, Joel Souza, was wounded in the 
shoulder. Mr Baldwin was told the gun was unloaded 
when it was handed to him, court documents say. 

the actual bullet part. They are not supposed to hurt 
people, but experts say they’re never 100% safe. 
At the moment, it’s unclear if a real bullet was 
accidentally left in the gun or if a piece of a blank 
cartridge was responsible. 

Police are investigating but no charges have been 
made so far.
Remember, these stories are in the news because 
they are very rare, but if you’re ever worried or upset 
about something in the news, talk to a trusted adult 
or call Childline free on 0800 11 11.

FROM 8-21 November it’s Switch Off Fortnight, a perfect opportunity  
to show that you mean business when it comes to climate change.
It lets you show that your actions can back up your words, at a time when the 

The annual campaign is run by The Pod, alongside the Energy Saving Trust 
Foundation, and shows how schools can reduce their everyday energy use.
Switch Off Fortnight is an opportunity for your school to make small, easy 
changes that save energy and help to protect the planet. Since it began in 
2008, the campaign has helped schools save 10% on average on their energy 
bills. The campaign can be led by students or teachers, and offers everything 

assemblies and games that are free and ready to download when you sign up. 
To sign your school up, visit jointhepod.org/campaigns/sof21.

SWITCH 
OFF, SAVE 
ENERGY

TWO scientists working in Ghana have taken what’s thought to be the 

Ghana and was working with Dr Robert Williams in the Atewa rainforest when 
they disturbed the bird. They only had around ten seconds to take pictures, 
including the one above. 

perched on a low branch and when we lifted our binoculars our jaws dropped. 
There is no other owl in Africa’s rainforests that big.”

other nearby countries. There are thought to be only a few thousand of the 
creatures left in the wild, and much of its habitat is threatened by deforestation.
“We hope this sighting draws attention to Atewa forest and its importance for 
conserving local biodiversity,” Williams said. “Hopefully, the discovery of such  

in Ghana.”
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WOMAN KILLED ON FILM SET
ACTOR Alec Baldwin has expressed his shock and sadness after the prop gun he was 
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PM COPS A 
LOAD OF KIDS’ 
CLIMATE QUESTIONS
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The prime minister gives a double thumbs-up after 
being grilled by our young panel, pictured here with 

First News editor in chief Nicky Cox, far left

ON Monday (25 October), we took a group of kids from all corners of the UK to Downing Street, for a kids’ climate conference with UK 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson, ahead of the UN Climate Change Conference, COP26, which starts next week. The questions were amazing,  

Two weeks ago, First News put out a call to children 
all across the UK for your climate and environment 
questions for Boris Johnson, and you sent in loads of 
great ones. On Monday we went to Downing Street 
to watch kids put their questions to the PM directly, 
along with Tanya Steele, the head of environmental 
charity WWF. 
The PM started by saying: “The reason we wanted 
to get this group in today is because we’ve got an 
important summit in just a few days’ time; perhaps 
the most important summit that this country has had 
in our lifetimes. This is the opportunity for the world 
to stop climate change from getting out of control.” 
Then it was over to the kids…
Alice, Liverpool: When COVID happened, we reacted 
quickly and treated it as an emergency. Why are we 
not doing the same for climate change?
PM: I think that’s a very clear criticism of the world, 
because people don’t think about climate with the 
same urgency as they do with COVID – and they 
need to. Scientists were right about COVID and 
they’re right about climate change, too. But, Alice, I 
share your alarm about where we need to be. I think 
world leaders really need to get to grips with it now 
and the people who are worried are the people in 

the small island states and the developing 
world – places like Bangladesh – which face 

of climate change. We’ve got to be urgent 
on their behalf.
Tanya: The science is telling us that this is 
an emergency, and we need to take action 
now, as well as in the future. We know we’ve 
got lots of innovations, lots of commitments, 
but what are the actions that world leaders 
are taking right now to ensure that we are 
not putting too much carbon dioxide into 
the atmosphere?
Lucas, Dundee: I’m from Scotland. Do  
you think that world leaders are listening  
to us and do you think COP26 will make  
a difference?
PM: Lucas, I do think that world leaders 
are really starting to listen. I think they are 
starting to see how urgent this is. I’ve talked to a lot of 
them in the last few weeks and they’re making some 
good commitments. I think the way it works is that 
there’s a lot of peer pressure at the summit and  
I think people feel that they want to follow the 
example of their friends and neighbours.
Morgan, Cardiff: What can we do to protect our 
oceans and marine wildlife? 
PM: Well, Morgan, we can consecrate [make sacred] 

in them or you can’t use them for anything other 

than the protection and conservation of nature. What 
we want is to ensure that 30% of the seas and oceans 
of the world are so protected, so they become wildlife 
reserves, by 2030. You may not know this, but the UK 
has huge amounts of sea around the Antarctic and 
the Atlantic. A third of the world’s emperor penguins 
are British! So, we can protect these marine areas 
and that’s what we’re doing.
Tanya: Our oceans are like the beating blue heart 
of our planet in terms of the role they play. Certainly 
in terms of supporting so much life, but also in 
terms of drawing down so much carbon from the 

Waiting in line to get 
into Downing Street

“Scientists were right about COVID and 
they’re right about climate change, too.” 
- Boris Johnson
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atmosphere. It’s only healthy oceans that will enable 
us to do it. We need to protect them and ensure that 
some of the regulations are a bit stiffer; there isn’t 

need more action, more legislation [laws] and more 
monitoring of our oceans for the future. 

 
 
 
 
 

Rahul, Egham: We know that eight million tonnes 
of plastic pollution is being dropped into the ocean 
each year. What initiatives are you introducing to 
reduce plastic use, especially in the food sector?
PM: Plastic is a massive problem and you’ve seen 
what’s been happening with marine life being choked 
by plastic, turtles are dying of plastic… it’s turning up 
in the organs of virtually every marine animal. And 
plastic is starting to be found within our own organs; 
microplastics are turning up everywhere. So, we’ve 
got a real problem with plastics, Rahul. The UK has 
banned plastic stirrers and straws and we charge for 
plastic bags, but everyone’s got to learn to use much 
less plastic, particularly the packaging industry – not 
just food, but everything. Look at the stuff when you 
buy clothes; everything’s covered in plastic. We’ve 
got to move away from that. 
Tanya: I think we need to move away from single-use 
anything and we’re seeing that plastic is clogging 
our rivers, our seas and we’re seeing some of the 

pollution that follows, as well. How do we ensure 
that what we’re consuming isn’t actually adding to 
that? Do we have some of the recycling processes in 
place to ensure that we have what we call a ‘circular 
economy’, that the output of one process becomes 
the input of the next process? That’s where we need 
some smart commitments to ensure that we are 
starting to have no plastic in nature anywhere in 
the world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Olivia, County Down: I am worried about the plastic 
that gets into the ocean and the animals that get 
stuck in it and die. What are we going to do to make 
sure people use less plastic?
PM: The issue with plastic is that recycling isn’t the 
answer, I’ve got to be honest with you. You’re not 
going to like this, but it doesn’t begin to address 
the problem. You can only recycle plastic a couple 

of times, really. What you’ve got to do is stop the 
production of plastic. The recycling thing is a red 
herring. You’re quite right in what you say about the 
damage to marine wildlife. We’ve all got to cut down 
on our use of plastic, I think that’s the only answer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tanya: I think we have to reduce, we have to reuse,  
I do think we need to do a little bit of recycling, PM, 
and have some system to do so.
PM: It doesn’t work. If people think we can recycle  
our way out of the problem, I think we’ll be making  
a huge mistake. We need to reduce. 
PM: Are you in favour, Tanya, of rewilding parts of  
the UK?
Tanya: We need to bring nature back! I know some of 
the young people in this room will know the statistic 
that 90% of the mass of mammals on this planet is 
humans, 7% is domestic animals and just 3% is left 
for wild animals. So, how do we start to rebalance 
it? I think we could start by rewilding our oceans. 
Certainly, we need to take our responsibility seriously 
and help bring nature back, because when you give 
nature the chance, it regenerates very quickly. 
Was the PM right? Watch out for our special report 
on recycling in next week’s issue!

This week’s episode of FYI  
so hear more of what the PM had to say at 

Outside the famous door

“Our oceans are like the beating blue 
heart of our planet in terms of the role 
they play.” 

“Recycling isn’t the answer, I’ve got to be 
honest with you… what you’ve got to do is 
stop the production of plastic.” 
- Boris Johnson

Here are just some of them. What would yours be?

 “I think you should tell world leaders to stop burning fossil fuels, so there 
can be a more sustainable and affordable way of getting around and 
keeping lights on in the house.”

 “We need to make sure people understand how dramatically climate 
change might be affecting other people in other countries.”

 “To reduce carbon emissions, all schools should have electric 
minibuses that pick up and drop off children.”

 “Encourage people to eat less meat and adopt plant-based diets.”

 “Can you tell the world leaders that all schools should 
have solar panels on their roofs and plant at least two trees?”

 “I’d like you and the world leaders to explain how we 
can make farmers take a look at their land and how they 

can use it more sustainably.”
 “Encourage more people to ride a bike or scoot.”

 “I would like you to incentivise [encourage] industries to 
become eco-friendly in the materials that they use.”
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 Historic sites 
given cash boost
Famous heritage sites across 
England will receive £35 million 
from the Government to help with 
essential building and repair work. 

are the Tower of London, Leicester 
Cathedral (above) and author Jane 
Austen’s house in Hampshire. In 
total, 142 sites have been selected 
to receive money from the Culture 
Recovery Fund to help protect them 
for future generations. Culture 
Secretary Nadine Dorries said: “The 
UK’s unique heritage makes our 
towns, cities and villages stronger, 
more vibrant and helps bring 
communities together.”    

 Bear statues 
sold for charity
Sixty giant bear statues have 
raised an impressive £525,000 
for the Children’s Hospital 
Charity. The colourful bears were 
designed by different artists and 

part of an art trail earlier this year. 
They have now been auctioned 
off, with the money raised going 
towards the building of a new 
cancer and leukaemia ward at 

SHEFFIELD
 Rare insects 

released into wild
have been released in Cairngorms 
National Park to help boost their 
numbers. The rare species has enjoyed 
a record-breaking breeding season 
at Highland Wildlife Park, so the 
conservation charity RZSS now hopes 
to revive the critically endangered 

important pollinator but haven’t been 
seen in adult form in the wild in Britain 
for over eight years. 

CAIRNGORMS

ENGLAND

 New Beatrix Potter 
exhibition to open
A new Beatrix Potter exhibition is 
set to open at the V&A Museum 
on 12 February 2022. Beatrix Potter: 
Drawn to Nature will tell the 
complete life story of the famous 
children’s author, along with 240 
personal objects including family 
photographs, letters and early 
sketchbooks. Visitors will also get 
to see artworks from some of 
Potter’s classic books, including The 
Tale of Benjamin Bunny and The 
Tale of Jemima Puddle-Duck. The 
interactive exhibition has been put 
together with help from the National 
Trust and will run until January 2023. 
Find out more at www.vam.ac.uk.

LONDON

 Farming school launches
has launched in the UK. The school – based at 
Harper Adams University – aims to teach students 
different ways to make farming more sustainable 
and produce food in a climate-friendly way. In 
the UK, agricultural production is responsible 
for around 10% of all greenhouse gas emissions. 
The courses will help to train new farmers, 
provide current farmers with more skills and train 
researchers. They will be supported by Morrisons, 
McDonald’s UK and the National Farmers’ Union.

 City poppy days
Fundraising days for the Poppy Appeal will 
take place in cities across the UK this week 
and next. Servicemen and women from the 
Royal Navy, Army, Royal Air Force, military 
bands and veterans are all set to get 
involved and sell poppies to the public. The 
appeal is run by the Royal British Legion and 
aims to raise money for the Armed Forces 
and their families. It is held in the lead-up to 
Remembrance Day on 11 November, which 
marks the end of the First World War.
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YOUR 
SAY!

The Campaign for Better Transport (CBT) 

an equivalent train journey is available, 
to help reduce emissions. We asked you if 

your comments…

Join in the conversation and vote 
at 

robotdog12

sunnysmilz

If you’re keen to learn more about democracy, 
the Houses of Parliament and the House of 
Lords (above), you can sign up for this year’s UK 
Parliament Week. You’ll get a free kit packed with 
goodies, including an activity booklet, a ballot box, 
some seeds to plant, and lots of other stuff.
The booklet contains lots of activities to take part 
in, including online Q&A sessions, quizzes, debates 
and more.
You could create a petition and campaign for 
change, or debate an issue and hold a vote on  
it. It’s really all down to what you want to do. You 
can take part online, at home or with others.

There will be opportunities to have virtual chats 
with MPs, members of the House of Lords, local 
councillors and mayors.
Last year, almost one million people across the  
UK and around the world took part in more than 
8,000 activities.
To help some of our readers get involved in politics, 
we took a group of you to Downing Street to quiz 
the prime minister on how the UK can become 
more environmentally friendly (see pages 6-7).

9. HEADLINES FirstNews     

reachable by car or train. Sure, it may be 
2 to 

the greenhouse layer?

they should be banned if you are going 
from an airport in England to another one 
in England, or from an airport in Scotland to 
another one in Scotland.
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begins, and is celebrated by 
millions of Hindus, Sikhs and 
Jains worldwide. It coincides 
with the Hindu New Year and 
aims to mark new beginnings. 

HALLOWEEN 
31 OCTOBER
The spookiest day of the year 
is here, with people donning 
costumes, picking pumpkins 
and celebrating with friends. The 
end of British summertime also 
falls on this date this year, so the 
clocks will go back an hour.

COP26 31 OCTOBER
The UN Climate Change 
Conference of the Parties 
(COP26) kicks off in Glasgow. 
Leaders from across the world 
will come together to discuss 
ways to tackle climate change 
and save the planet.

 
at 



 Robot artist freed
Egyptian authorities have released a robot artist 
called Ai-Da, after it was seized by border guards 
who thought it might be used to hide spying tools. 
They held the robot for ten days, releasing it just 
before an exhibition at the Great Pyramid of Giza. 

Ai-Da, which uses cameras in its eyes and 
a robotic arm to create abstract art, 

is named after computing pioneer 
Ada Lovelace. It has been 

ultra-realistic robot artist. The 
abstract art exhibition will be 

art has been allowed to be 
shown next to the pyramid 
in 4,500 years. The robot’s 

self-portrait with no self” 
has previously been  
shown at the Design 
Museum in London.
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USA

BARBADOS

 Tough winter on the way
A weather phenomenon known as La Niña is 
heading for Asia, adding to an energy crisis that’s 
already hit several nations there. La Niña is a natural 
ocean and weather system that occurs every few 
years. It brings colder water up from the bottom of 

It alternates with El Niño, which brings warmer, 
wetter weather. Much of Asia relies on energy from 

mining countries, there hasn’t been enough coal 
produced this year, causing energy prices to rise. 

ASIA

 Mummies much older

called Khuwy suggest that ancient Egyptians were 
mummifying their dead with advanced techniques 
1,000 years earlier than previously thought. Professor 
Salima Ikram, head of Egyptology at the American 
University in Cairo, told The Observer: “This would 
completely turn our understanding of the evolution 

 First president elected
Barbados has elected Dame Sandra Mason, the 
island’s former governor-general, as its new 
president. Dame Sandra Mason will be recognised 
as the new head of state of the Caribbean island 
in a few weeks, when Queen Elizabeth II is replaced 
as the head of the country. Barbados decided to 
become a republic last year, which means it will be 
ruled by elected people rather than a king or queen. 
In a speech in 2020, Dame Sandra said: “Barbadians 
want a Barbadian head of state. This is the ultimate 

we are capable of achieving.” She will be sworn in 
on 30 November, the 55th anniversary of Barbados’ 
independence from Britain in 1966.
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Elected leaders, including Prime Minister Abdalla 
Hamdok, have been placed under house arrest by 
military forces. Pro-democracy groups (in support 
of elections) have called for supporters to resist 
the military takeover of the country with peaceful 
protests. In 2019, after months of street protests, 

But until now, elected leaders and the military had 
been leading the country together. 

SUDAN
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Dame Sandra Mason pictured 
meeting the Queen in 2018

 Floods and mudslides cause 
chaos in California

mudslides in northern California. Tens of thousands 
of people were left without electricity after the 
storm brought down power lines, and many  
roads were closed. The cyclone 
arrived after California’s 

ever, which left ‘burn 
scars’ – dry areas without 
any vegetation. When 
heavy rain hits burn scars,  
it runs straight off, taking  
dirt and debris with it. 



THE team at NASA’s photography 
department love spotting ‘objects’ in the 
middle of their stunning space snaps.
Last week, we showed you images that NASA said 
looked like monsters and dancing galaxies. This 
week, the team at the US space agency reckon 
they’ve spotted a lightsaber, the Jedi weapon of 
choice in the Star Wars movies. 
They point out, though, that this isn’t in some 

in our very own Milky Way!
The line of light – which is a newborn star forming 
– lies in the Orion B molecular cloud complex, 
located 1,350 light years away from Earth. 

11. SCIENCE NEWS by Eddie de Oliveira FirstNews     Issue 802     29 October – 4 November 2021

A PIG kidney has been successfully 
transplanted to a human for the 

The organ was successfully attached 
for three days in an experimental 
procedure on a brain-dead patient. 
That means the patient was already 
on life support and had no chance of 
recovery. His family gave permission  
for the procedure to go ahead.
The results suggest that, in the future, 
the procedure could be carried out 
on humans in need of a transplant to 
survive. The kidney came from a pig 

(meaning its cells are different to those 
of other pigs) so that the human body 
wouldn’t attack the organ. 

connected the kidney to the blood 
vessels of the patient to see if his body 
would reject it, but they found that the 
kidney worked normally.
Lead researcher Dr Robert Montgomery 
thinks that other pig organs, including 
hearts, lungs and livers, could be given 
to humans needing transplants in the 
next ten years. Pigs’ heart valves are 
already widely used in humans.

The museum’s Energy Revolution gallery will open in 
2023, sponsored by Adani Green Energy, part of the 

 
and wants to expand some of them. But it has also said  
it wants to be the largest renewable energy company in 
the world by 2030. 

First News, has been criticised for accepting money from 

and gas companies Shell, BP and Equinor. A former boss 
of the museum, Professor Chris Rapley, resigned from the 
board over the issue at the beginning of October.
Earlier this year, campaigners Extinction Rebellion glued 
and locked themselves to railings inside the museum to 
protest against Shell’s sponsorship of an exhibition. 
At the time, Dr Charlie Gardner from Scientists for 

a great cultural institution such as the Science Museum 
should be taking money, dirty money, from an oil 
company. The fact that Shell are able to sponsor this 
exhibition allows them to paint themselves as part of the 
solution to climate change, whereas they are, of course, at 

the heart of the problem.”
UK Student Climate Network London, a campaign group 
made up mostly of under-18s, told First News: “There is 

money from coal giant Adani. We are in the midst of  
a climate emergency and we need institutions like the 
Science Museum to be providing accurate information 
and education about the solutions to climate change, not 
greenwashing and legitimising [approving] the fossil fuel 
companies like Shell and Adani who caused it.”
The Science Museum told us: “There needs to be a 
massive switch globally to using renewable energy. Energy 
companies have the money, skills and people to be a 
big part of this change, and the Science Museum Group 
believes it is worth continuing to talk to these companies 
and challenging them to shift more quickly to renewables. 
“Money from these companies has helped us to 
modernise the museum and supports our work to give 
an inspiring experience to millions of families, helping 
inspire young people to become the future scientists 
the world needs.”
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ON a dark and rainy holiday, some friends sat 
and told each other ghost stories.

Aged just 19, Mary Shelley began to spin a tale we’re 
still telling 200 years later: Frankenstein, the story of a scientist who 
brings his man-made creature to life. Did you know Frankenstein is 

 
a fantastical story of monsters and marvels.
Mary Shelley was inspired by experiments 
in Galvanism. Luigi Galvani’s experiments 
found that an electrical charge could 
make a frog’s legs move. Ten years before 
Mary Shelley wrote Frankenstein, Galvani’s 
nephew, Aldini, made a human corpse 

thought electricity might be the secret to 

lead to the invention of batteries.

This report is from the Science Museum in London
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THE Science Museum in London has been strongly criticised for accepting sponsorship money from  
a company linked to fossil fuels. 
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FIRST NEWS QUIZ WITH KAHOOT! 
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AQUARIUMS across the UK are working together as part of  

Sea Life Centres have been working with SNAP on this important 

transferred to Bangor University’s School of Ocean Sciences, where 
they will be raised in a safe and sustainable way as scientists study 

Breeding aquatic life is a very complicated science and it’s hoped 
that the work that SNAP does will help the recovery of marine 

Chris Brown, Head of Marine Programmes and Engagement at Sea 
Life, said: “As the world’s oceans become increasingly threatened 

 
www.visitsealife.com
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with our NEW First News Kahoot! quizzes?
Kahoot! is the interactive quizzing website and 
all the First News Kahoot! quizzes are free to 

Your teacher can register so your whole class 
can play, or give it a go yourself at home!

TRY OUR KAHOOT! QUIZ FOR FREE AT FIRST.NEWS/KAHOOT

 
First News Kahoot! COP26 special quiz Ge

tty

 What are the greenhouse gases?
 What are the least environmentally 

 Which animal is mainly to blame for 
the climate crisis?
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ARE YOU A
CLIMATE CRISIS EXPERT?

Play the
First News 

Kahoot!
COP26 Quiz
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Scary noises 
Fireworks are great. They are exciting, 
dramatic and a spectacle in the night 
sky like no other. Sadly, they are also 
terrifying to many pets.
Unfortunately, we don’t have 
superpowers, which means we can’t talk 
to our animals to tell them that these 
big bangs are just harmless fun. To 
them it sounds as if it could be the end 
of the world. A succession of frightening, 
terrifying noises that make them jump 
with worry every single time a rocket 
goes off or a starburst explodes.

A dog’s advice
This is the advice that Arnold, a dog from my book The Secret Animal Society, 
would give to his four-legged friends to help them ‘manage’ their owners this 

1 Get your human to close the windows, close the curtains and put on 

brilliant. How you do this is up to you, but a good trick is when they have 
a bath, run off with all their clothes and hide them. They will soon pull all the 

2 Shut the doors and create a safe space. Even if there are bangs outside, 
if you are there with your human, you can give each other reassurance. 

3 is no. Make them drag you, be sick, whatever it takes. You need 

4
MUCH safer. Pull the sofa out from the wall and get 
them to put a blanket over the back of it. Clear under 
the coffee table and use your teeth to pull a sheet 

sound much quieter.

5 Think about your other furry friends in 

VET 

The Secret Animal Society by Luke Gamble is out now. For more tips on keeping your pets safe 

bring all the other small animals inside, as rabbits and guinea pigs get  

6 to the vet, as there are other things that can help. Medications are a last 
resort, and many of those kinds of things can just make us feel sleepy 

how to become ‘desensitised’ to loud bangs, although these need to be done in 

their human alone. We all know what it’s like to be frightened and 
it’s much worse when you are by yourself. So stick together – and 
if you have a human who is also a bit frightened, a bit of a cuddle 
can make the world seem amazing, no matter how many bangs 

Luke says

unsettling, so the key message is to make sure they feel as safe and loved 
as possible. Above all else, frightened animals will look to you, their owners, 

there is nothing to be afraid of. Most importantly, never tell your pet off for 

doing wrong, and their fear could trigger other negative 

the perfect excuse to draw the blinds, crank the TV up and 
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14. STABILO Advertisement feature

GOOD LUCK TO EVERYONE! READY, SET, HO, HO, HO!

WITH Christmas right 
around the corner, now is the 

perfect time to design your very own 
Christmas card to share with friends 

and family to start spreading the 
festive spirit. Anything goes with the 

STABILO Christmas card competition, 
from snowmen to gingerbread men 

with Christmas cheer, so it’s time to 
get your pens and pencils at 

the ready and get crafty!

SPREAD 
FESTIVE CHEER 
WITH THE ANNUAL 
STABILO CHRISTMAS 
CARD COMPETITION!

The winning 
Christmas card design 

will be made available free 
of charge for all First News 

readers to download and send 
to their friends and family 

ahead of the big day this year. 
It will also be used by STABILO 
as their company Christmas 

card this year!

If you’re keen
enter this exci

competition
you can use t
Christmas ca

template!

Don’t 
forget to wr

a seasona
message ins

your card
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ALL 
ENTRIES 

MUST BE 
RECEIVED BY 

22 NOVEMBER

The winner will 
be announced on 
10 December 2021 and 
will win a bumper pack 
of STABILO goodies as an 
early Christmas treat!
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CHRISTMAS 

MAGIC
ssue 802     222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222 22222222222222222 2 222222 22 222 2 22 222222222222222222 22222 9999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999 9999999999999 9 9 99999999999 99999 9 9 999999 9999999999999999 99999999 OcOOOOOOOcOOOOcOOOcOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOcOOOOOOcOOOOOOOOcOOcOOOcOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOcOOcOOOOOOOOOOOOOcOOccOOOOOOOOOcOOOcOOcOOOOOOOccOOOOOOOcOOcccOOOOOOcccccccOOOOcccccctober 4 November 2021– 

De
br

a 
Hu

rf
or

d 
Br

ow
n 

©
 J

K 
Ro

w
lin

g

writing the Harry Potter series. The author told us about her brand-
new book, The Christmas Pig!

-

 If you had to describe the character of Jack in three words, what 
would those three words be? How about the Christmas Pig?

 Where did you write the story? 

 Did you have a treasured toy growing up? 

the trains on Thomas the Tank Engine

  

 Why are there no socks in the Land of the Lost?
 
 

 Who is your favourite character or thing from the  
Land of the Lost?

 If you had to get stuck in the Land of the Lost, 
where would you choose? 
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The Christmas Pig by JK Rowling is out now
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Grab your chance before going back to school to catch a great story 
on the big screen. Tickets are available from myvue.com. Also, keep  
a lookout for Ghostbusters: Afterlife, coming to Vue on 18 November!

ESCAPES FOR ESCAPES FOR 
EVERYONE

18. VUE Advertisement feature FirstNews     Issue 802     29 October – 4 November 2021

AT VUE AT VUE THIS HALF-TERMTHIS HALF-TERM
VUE is the place to be this half-term, with loads of brand-new 
family blockbusters coming to the big screen, with other old 
favourites also returning.
With the ultimate seats, screen and sound, there’s nowhere like the 
cinema to get truly lost in a great story with all of the family, and great 
new releases including The Boss Baby 2: Family Business, The Addams 
Family 2 and Ron’s Gone Wrong will provide hours of entertainment.

Plenty of fan-favourite 
big-screen TV series 
will be on show at Vue 
this half-term, including 

episodes with Duggee 
and the Squirrels in Hey 
Duggee At The Movies 
2. Everyone’s favourite 
comic-book duo 
also returns for more 
unpredictable mischief 
in Dennis & Gnasher 
Unleashed 2.

BIG-SCREEN TV

RON’S GONE WRONG
For those after something 
family friendly, Barney and 
Ron tell the story of the 
wonderful messiness of true 
friendship in Ron’s Gone 
Wrong. A socially awkward 
middle-schooler, Barney, 
and his new walking, talking, 
digitally-connected ‘Best 
Friend Out of the Box’, Ron, 
go on an action-packed 
journey as Ron goes through 
hilarious malfunctions in the 
social media age.

THE BOSS BABY 2: 
FAMILY BUSINESS
When an evil 
genius threatens 
to turn all toddlers 
in the world into 
unbearable brats, 
there’s no choice 
but for Tim and Ted 
to turn back into a 
baby for 48 hours, 
go undercover and 
save the world, 
in The Boss Baby 
2: Family Business. Screening from this half-term, the two 
distant brothers come together again to drink their magic 
formula and prevent the world’s toddlers from becoming 
uncontrollable terrors.

THE ADDAMS FAMILY 2
Morticia, Gomez, Wednesday, Pugsley and Uncle Fester also return 
as everyone’s favourite spooky family, in The Addams Family 2, with 
Halloween just around the corner. Distraught that the children are 
growing up and are totally consumed with “scream time”, the parents 
cram the family into their haunted camper and go on an adventure 
across America to rediscover their bond.
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CLARICE IS 
BACK FOR 
CHRISTMAS! 
CLARICE Bean is here again to save her family’s Christmas in this hilarious and 
heart-warming festive treat. Settle down as we chat to former Children’s Laureate 
Lauren Child all about her latest creation. 
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Clarice Bean: Think Like An Elf by Lauren Child is out now

 Hi Lauren! Can you tell us a little bit 
about your new book, Clarice Bean: Think 
Like An Elf?
I had a completely different Clarice Bean 
book in mind, but then everything happened 
(with coronavirus and the lockdowns) and I 
thought people didn’t really need a sad story. 
What people were missing was that feeling of 
community, of seeing our friends, of seeing our 
family, being able to sit with them properly and 
celebrate something. So this book was born.  

 Why did you want to do a Christmas 
story in particular?
Well, the only reason I’ve written about 
Christmas is because that’s the festival that I 
know. If I’d been from a different culture, I would 
have written about that, so really it can be any 
festival, if you know what I mean. It just happens 
to stand for what I knew as a child. So, it’s about 
Christmas, but the point of it isn’t Christmas 
really. It’s about all those things that you do 
around the holiday and connecting with people. 
It’s seeing people you haven’t seen for a long 
time (that often happens with families) and 
inviting people in who you perhaps wouldn’t 
normally have over, such as inviting your 
neighbours in for a mince pie. 

 In the book, Clarice shares her rundown 
to Christmas. What are your favourite 
things about the holiday?
For me, the decorating of the tree is really 

important because it becomes the focus of the 
room, more so than the television. Christmas 
is a bit like a festival of light in a way because 
lights become such a focal point, like we have 
candles and fairy lights, and we dim the lights. 
Then there’s the singing and music, which is so 
important. There’s the visual side of Christmas 
but also the sounds. For good or for bad, when 
you walk into shops there’s music pumping 
through, whether it’s classical carol songs  
or popular songs. Food is such a big part of  
it too. That’s everything that we haven’t had 
in recent times, that sense of community and 
sharing things.  

 Talking of Christmas trees, how do you 
like yours?
Ooh, I do love a big tree! We’ve had the same 
thing that happens to Clarice in the book where, 
twice, we’ve bought a tree too big. One time we 
had to take it back because it was just too big!  
I do love them big though, with lots of fairy lights 
and decorations. I love decorating it all.   

 Clarice loves a good sing-song. What’s 
your favourite carol?
I love the Coventry Carol, I think that’s my 
favourite of all. It’s so beautiful. In The Bleak 
Midwinter, I like that one too. I was told a similar 
thing to Clarice growing up (you’ll see in the 
book, but Clarice’s teacher Mrs Wilberton has 
some cross words with her). We were practising 
for our Christmas festival at school. I loved it, 
but then we were practising the singing and my 
teacher stopped us. She said: “Now, I just want 
to point out, Lauren is not a good singer but 
she’s very enthusiastic.” I never sang properly 
again after that, I just sang very quietly like 
a little mouse. Then years later I heard this 
very famous singing coach talking and she 
mentioned something about this opinion. She’d 
trained all these incredible singers and she said 
it was absolutely ridiculous to say that people 
can’t sing just because they don’t have perfect 
pitch from birth. It’s something you need to 
learn and practise. I’ve used that story in the 
book and my friend is mentioned too, because 

they suggested all the voice exercises Clarice 
does. I wanted readers to be able to do the 
same exercises that she does. 

 Clarice also has some issues with the 
Christmas turkey and lemon drizzle cake. 
Have there been any festive cooking 
disasters in your house?
Not like those ones! Once in childhood the turkey 
just wouldn’t seem to cook. It was getting later 
and later and it just wasn’t cooking. In recent 
years, I’ve always served chicken because 
everyone realised they don’t really like turkey! 

 Do you have any family traditions?
Yes, we always have one Christmas Eve 
present. We used to have this thing as a child 
that you were allowed to open one present 
early. My sister changed it so that we would 
each buy something, not very big, that would 
be especially for Christmas Eve. We still do 
stockings and everything. My sister also brought 
in this thing where we make our own crackers 
now so you can put in nice, personal things. 
There’s a few things like that. I love that about 
Christmas tradition, that everyone will have their 
own little quirks. 

 Why do you like to mix illustrations with 
real pictures in your books?

picture book, which was published all the way 
back in 1999. I remember when I was making it, 
I was showing sky in Clarice Bean’s garden and 
I thought well, what shows sky better than sky? 
So I thought rather than spend ages painting 
the sky trying to make it look like sky, I’ll just take 
a photograph. Certainly in this book, when I 
was writing about the number of potatoes that 
Clarice is going to have to peel at Christmas, 
I thought let’s show the 
potatoes and give you  
a real sense of how many 
there are. What could be 
better than a photo of 
potatoes? It’s easier and  
it does the job better!
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Written and illustrated by Paul Palmer

A FAMILY in Canada had a rather unexpected house guest after a bear 
decided to stroll in.  
Dad Sean Reddy from Northern Alberta originally discovered the black bear in 
his garage. He quickly took his dogs to safety, but when he returned the animal 
had gone. 
Mr Reddy assumed that the bear had left the area, but he was quickly proved 
wrong when one of his sons heard scratching inside the house. The bear had 
managed to climb in through an open window and had started to take a tour  
of the bedrooms! 
The family sought the help of a neighbour to barricade the bear in and hope 
that he left the same way he came in. Thankfully he did, but not before breaking 
a computer monitor and enjoying some cereal that had been left out. 

PRICEY POPPADOMS
AN Indian restaurant in London is selling ‘golden’ poppadoms for  
a whopping £100 each! 

Shad Indian has concocted a 10-inch (25cm) 
poppadom with 24-carat gold on top. The 

restaurant is keeping the recipe top secret, but 
the owner says the dish has “a very expensive 
taste to it and always wows our customers”.
Poppadoms are an Indian delicacy made 

oil or cooked with dry heat until they become 
crunchy. They are usually eaten with dips. 

VISITORS to Madame Tussauds 
Blackpool will get to see the Queen – 
and smell her! 

has been unveiled at the attraction, along 
with her regal aroma for you to breathe in.  
The makers of the fragrance, AromaPrime, 

important to the Queen and her history. 
It features lily of the valley, which was in 
the Queen’s coronation bouquet, hints 
of azaleas (a favourite of her son Prince 
Edward) and the Tudor rose. 
It’s hoped the scent, named Palace 
Breeze, will make guests feel as though 
they have just stepped into Buckingham 
Palace and are in the presence of royalty.

A 127-YEAR-OLD coin has been found 
on Lord Nelson’s warship, HMS Victory. 
The Victorian coin was placed underneath 
the main mast of the Royal Navy ship to 
bring good luck to those on board. 
The mast is the tall post on a ship that 
holds up the sails. The tradition of placing 
a coin underneath it dates back centuries, 
but is still carried out by sailors today.
The coin (known as a farthing) was worth 
a quarter of a penny back in 1894 – 0.1p in 
today’s money. 
The discovery of the lucky coin was only 
made earlier this year when restoration 
work was carried out on the famous ship. 
It has since been restored and is now on 
display at the National Museum of the 
Royal Navy in Portsmouth.
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The lower main mast 
of HMS Victory being 
lifted from the ship

Did you know Lord Nelson 
is one of the most famous 

Royal Navy’s history?
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SHOPS by Kirsty MacDonald

GARDEN

BIRDS, BEES 
& BUTTERFLIES 
SEEDBOM GIFT BOX
KABLOOM.CO.UK  £16.95 
Shake, pull the pin, soak in water and then throw the 
Seedboms into areas that need brightening up in your 
garden. Seedboms will biodegrade into the soil, leaving 

 
Pollinator Beebom, Urban Bloomer, 

irst News team details available at

,

WINDOW 
BIRD FEEDER
WICKEDUNCLE.CO.UK 
£14.95 
one-way mirror that can be attached to the 
window or hung from a fence, so it’s perfect 

mirror allows you to watch garden birds up 
close without disturbing them. Comes with a 
colour guide to help identify your visiting birds 
– all you need to do is add the bird food!

MAKE YOUR OWN 
INSECT HOUSE
BRIGHTMINDS.CO.UK  
£12.99
own home for a variety of insects, ladybirds 

instructions and all the materials you need, 
plus everything is packed neatly in the tin for 
easy storage. Who’ll take up residence in 
your bug 
house?

*All prices 

WHAT’S IN 
THE SHOPS?

Bastien Bonlivre lives in Paris. He is a boy without 

Bastien is sent to an orphanage and is not happy, 

incredible adventure to prove that someone killed 

whoever is responsible and put them in jail. 
I really enjoyed this book because it had an 
adventure, I wanted to read on and on and it  
was very exciting. 

very kind, funny and caring. You also learn a little 
French in this book, which is quite fun.

THE UNEXPECTED 
TALE OF BASTIEN 
BONLIVRE 
CLARE POVEY

YOUR READS!
DC COMICS

For more than 80 years, the hero has fought 

however, Jonathan Kent, the new Superman, 
 

Superman, and will have a same-sex 
relationship in the new series.

SUPERMAN’S 
NEW CATCHPHRASE

TELL US ABOUT YOUR FAVOURITE BOOK EVER!
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CROSSWORD
CAN you complete our crossword puzzle using the clues below?

ACROSS
1 Not able to be done (10)
5 Rot (5)
7 Imaginary creatures 
with pointed ears (5) 
9 Extraterrestrials (6)
10 Material used to make pots (4)
12 Porridge ingredient (4)
13 People who do not win (6)
16 Exit (5)
17 On a regular basis (5)
18 Formal meeting (10)

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10

11

12 13 14

15

16 17

18

  Pumpkin
  Ghost
  Cobweb
  Witch

  Cauldron
  Broomstick
  Zombie
  Scream

  Spooky
  Vampire
  Lantern
  Haunted house

 
Remember, words can be horizontal, vertical or diagonal!

WORDSEARCH

DOWN
1 Country in southern Asia (5)
2 Secretly observing or watching (6)
3 Creative thought (4)
4 Nicest (9)
6 _________ Ronaldo: 
Manchester United footballer (9) 
8 Crafty and cunning (3)
11 E.g. white or pink (6)
12 A nocturnal bird of prey (3)
14 Because (5)
15 Type of meat (4)

In a madcap ride through the biggest 
stories from the wonderful world of 
pantomime, our dastardly double act dash from rubbing Aladdin’s 
lamp to roaming the golden streets of Dick Whittington’s London and 

making sure Cinderella gets to the ball.
It’s all unmissable fun, whether you’re six or 106.

We have three family tickets (for four) up for grabs. 
To be in with a chance of winning, just 
answer this question:

WIN! FAMILY  FAMILY 
TICKETS TO 
SEE POTTED POTTED 
PANTO

THE festive celebration is 
back at the Garrick Theatre in 

11 December to 9 January.

To book 
your tickets 

pottedpanto.com

or see page 25. The closing date is 11 November 2021.
ENTER NOW! MARK YOUR ENTRY PANTO

T&Cs: three readers will win a family ticket (four tickets, minimum one adult) to see Potted Panto at the 
Garrick Theatre in London, valid for all performances excluding 12 Dec 4pm and weekends from 11 to 26 Dec 
2021, subject to availability. No cash alternative. Please note, the Garrick Theatre operates strictly under the 

Buttons traditionally appears 
in which panto? 

a) Aladdin    b) Cinderella 
c) Sleeping Beauty

“So silly it’s just one 
long joke… featuring 

a 3D journey to 

inducing laughter.” 
The Guardian

Available from 
Very & Next 
nationwide

WIN! A NATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHIC GLOW-IN- 
THE-DARK SCIENCE KIT  

THE Glow  Science Kit is an  
astounding collection of experiments and 
activities that all glow when the lights are out!

can proudly display. There are two DIY slime packs in 
this kit as well, allowing you to mix and play with your 

included UV light keychain to draw pictures and words that 
 

one glowing crystal seed, two DIY slime powders in glowing green and glowing 
purple, two slime containers, one glowing putty in a storage tin, one wernerite 

experiment step by step.
Five lucky winners will each win a National 

 
a National Geographic Build Your Own Volcano.
To be in with a chance of winning, 
just answer this question:

KIT  
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What chemical is used in 
 

a) Phosphor    b) Palladium    
c) Promethium

or see page 25. The closing date is 11 November 2021.
ENTER NOW! MARK YOUR ENTRY GLOW



COMPETITIONS: You can enter First News  
First News

First News  
First News  
First News

in transit. First News
 

LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS:
Spot the difference: hat bobble is 
missing, eye has been removed, ear is 
bigger, code removed from binoculars, 
compass symbol on map is missing.

1 6 4 8 7 2 5 3 9
2 8 3 6 9 5 7 4 1
7 9 5 4 1 3 2 6 8
3 1 8 2 5 4 6 9 7
6 5 9 7 3 1 4 8 2
4 2 7 9 8 6 1 5 3
5 3 2 1 6 9 8 7 4
9 7 1 5 4 8 3 2 6
8 4 6 3 2 7 9 1 5
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CAN Muppets Haunted Mansion 
The World Book 

The World Book

25. PUZZLE FUN

WIN!WIN!  THE WORLD BOOKTHE WORLD BOOK
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ENTER NOW! MARK YOUR ENTRY CAPPI

GET 

 

WIN! A                         A                        
BUNDLE FOR YOU 
AND A FRIEND
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TM 

. 

 

 

TM  

ENTER NOW! MARK YOUR ENTRY TOBI

WIN!WIN! A  A 
TOBITOBITMTM ROBOT  ROBOT 
SMARTWATCHSMARTWATCH



Ask your parent or teacher to help with registration at astro-pi.org!

RASPBERRY PI FOUNDATION Advertisement feature

JOIN Astro Pi Mission Zero and become a part of space history.
Sign up for this cosmic challenge online and you’ll be given step-by-step 
instructions to write a computer program bound for the ISS. 
Your program will measure the humidity on board the ISS and contain  
a personal message from you that will be 
displayed for 30 seconds!
Messages the astronauts received last year included:

 “Do you like pizza?”         “Do we really look that tiny?” 
  “What is it like in space?”

What will YOU include?
 

location of the ISS at the time your program ran.
This out-of-this-world challenge is totally free, and you don’t need any 

ASTRONAUTS 
ON THE ISS 
NEED YOUR HELP! Take part in Mission Zero 

and choose your favourite 

names for the two new 

Astro Pi computers 

heading to space in 

December!
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THE team behind Minecraft, Mojang, have 
been hard at work, and lots of cool new 
things are coming to everyone’s favourite 
block-based survival game! 
Viewers of the online unveiling were able to 
vote for a new mob to be added to the game 
in a future update. There were three creatures 
to vote for: the glare, which could detect areas 
that enemies could spawn in from; the copper 
golem, a small robot that would be attracted to 
copper buttons; and the allay, a fairy-like mob 
that can go and collect items for you. It was 
close, but the allay won!
Mojang then showed us a glimpse of the Wild Update, which is coming next year. Instead of coming with 
the Caves & Cliffs Update, the new, very scary area called the Deep Dark is going to be part of the Wild 
Update. It’ll contain lots of treasure and the big scary warden mob, who will guard it.

The allay will arrive as part of the Wild Update too.
Part two of the Caves & Cliffs Update, which will make Minecraft’s world much deeper and mountains 

much larger, is still due for release this year.
You won’t have to start a new world to experience 
these changes – these new caves and mountains will 
be generated in worlds created in older versions of 
Minecraft and will be “blended in”.
What part of Minecraft Live 2021 are you excited about?

NICKELODEON  
ALL-STAR BRAWL

characters from Nickelodeon against each other! 
First News games reviewer Nahima gave it a go.

 
It doesn’t take long to learn the controls, and it’s a lot  
of fun to see SpongeBob being beaten up by a Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtle!
I think it would be more fun with friends, and I didn’t 
know all of the characters.

any of the cartoons though, and none of the characters 
have any voice acting, which is a bit strange!
I think this would be fun to play with lots of people.”
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ALL THE BIG NEWS FROM
MINECRAFT LIVE 2021



SUBSCRIBE FOR SCHOOL – FIND OUT MORE AT SCHOOLS.FIRSTNEWS.CO.UK
CALL: (020) 3195 7256     EMAIL: SCHOOLS@FIRSTNEWS.CO.UK

WE WANT TO 
HEAR WHAT 
YOU/YOUR 
SCHOOL 
IS UP TO
Write in to let us know what 
you’ve been up to! Have you 
been getting creative? Been 
for a great day out? Raised 
money for charity? Whatever 
it is, we love hearing about 
your adventures, so why not 
share your experiences with 
First News readers?
Email your report (and any 
pictures you want to share) to 

. 
Don’t forget to include your 
name and age (and your 
school’s name and address 
for school news reports). By 
writing in, you give consent 
to First News printing details 
and photographs of those 
involved in the report.

YOUNG 
SONGWRITER 
WINNER

WILDWILD 
CAMPING

children there too. 

and we found a really cool rope swing. It was really high and it made my 
tummy go really funny! Before lunch, we went in a big tent and made 
dream catchers, and me and Mummy hung feathers on the end of ours.
In the afternoon, we sat on the grass and made lots of things out of clay; 

enjoyed it and I got to sit with my new friends.

where my new friends were. We toasted marshmallows and a man told 
some funny stories. After that there was music and we all danced. 
I really loved the wild camping. There were lots of other children there 
and I liked to be out in the wild with my family. The only thing I did not like 
was the toilet – there was sawdust in it! 
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CYCLING
CHALLENGE

 

While training, friends 
suggested I could do it 
for charity. So, I chose the 
RSPCA, as it was doing 
something I’m passionate 
about: caring for animals. 
A lot of animals can suffer 
terribly from being misfed, 
mistreated and being 

On the day we were joined by my cousin, Hugh. At around 50km we had  
a picnic with other relatives. Throughout the ride, I felt great as I was doing  
it for a good cause, but at around 92km I started feeling tired. 
As we approached our neighbourhood, we had to go round three times to 
make the distance, which was really tough.
When we got home, I saw we’d raised £722. I was very pleased about it and that 

ride, but I still had a smile on my face, as many people supported me and I’m 
glad I didn’t let them down.

JUNIORJUNIOR
JOURNALISTJOURNALIST

I love the way a song can mean 
many different things to different 
people. Entering the Song Academy 
competition was a great experience 
because I thought at the very least,  
I would receive some honest feedback 
from the judges and then maybe use 
that to improve my songwriting.  
I never in a million years expected 
to win! I was so surprised to have 
made it so far in the competition 
and to have received such amazing 
feedback! One of my prizes was 
a recording session with Charlie 
Thomas at ICMP studios (as well as 

which was a really cool experience. 
I’ve never seen a big professional 
studio before and never recorded 
for anyone else other than my dad! 

I was very nervous, but Charlie was 
very nice, which made things easier 
for me. The live showcase event at 
The Tabernacle was just awesome, 
and the band I performed with were 
incredible! It was amazing to watch  
all the other performers too, and  
each and every one of them are  
very talented.

 
 

 
 

JUNIORJUNIOR
JOURNALISTJOURNALIST

JUNIORJUNIOR
JOURNALISTJOURNALIST



goals were scored 
by Mohamed Salah 
in Liverpool’s 5-0 
win at Manchester 
United. The 

incredible result saw United 4-0 

ever in the Premier League era. 

score a hat-trick at Old Trafford 
since 1991. The result was Liverpool’s 
best ever at Manchester United.

score as England 
thrashed France in 
their rugby league 
Test match. Jodie 

Cunningham (below, centre) scored 
one of seven England tries. England’s 
men’s team defeated France 30-10 
on the same day. 

3

40

points separate 
leader Max 
Verstappen (below) 
from Lewis Hamilton 
in the Formula 1 

driver standings. Verstappen’s 
win at the US Grand Prix put him 
on 287.5 points, ahead of reigning 
champion Hamilton on 275.5. The 
next race is the Mexican Grand Prix 
on 7 November. 

12

JAMIE Chadwick has won the W Series title for the second time in a row.
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JAMIE JAMIE 
WINS WINS 
AGAINAGAIN

Rangers star Alfredo Morelos celebrates scoring his 100th goal for the Scottish club, while the referee looks on. 
The Colombian striker, who has played 199 games for the Glasgow giants, bagged his 100th in the 2-1 win over St 
Mirren. Morelos is already the club’s all-time top goalscorer in European competition

Britain’s Jamie Chadwick 
celebrates winning the 2021 

W Series championship

SPORT SPORT 
PICPIC OF THE  OF THE 

WEEKWEEK
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The British driver won the first ever 
edition of the all-women motorsport 
series in 2019. The 2020 championship 
was cancelled due to COVID-19, but 
Chadwick roared back to success this 
year after two race wins in two days. 
She came first in both 
of the final races of 
the season in Austin, 
Texas, in the USA.
These results saw 
Chadwick, who races 
for the Veloce team, 
finish ahead of her 
closest rival, Alice 
Powell of Racing X 
(right). Both drivers 
were level on points in 
the standings going 

into the final weekend. Chadwick’s  
win in the first race on Saturday gave 
her a ten-point lead, and she sealed 
the title with a second victory the day 
after. Powell struggled in the final  
race, starting in ninth on the grid  
and finishing sixth.

After her win, Chadwick 
said: “It’s been hard 
work this year. I’ve 
been pushed all the 
way and obviously with 
the double-header [of 
races]… I knew the stakes 
were that much higher.” 
The dramatic end to the 
W Series season also 
saw Finland’s Emma 
Kimiläinen finish third in 

the standings.
The title win means Chadwick earns 
15 FIA super licence points. FIA stands 
for Fédération Internationale de 
l’Automobile – the governing body of 
global motorsport. A driver needs 40 
points across three seasons to have 
a chance of racing in Formula 1 (F1). 
Chadwick is a development driver for 
the Williams F1 team, which means she 
drives and tests F1 cars but doesn’t 
take part in Grands Prix. 
The W Series is free to enter and 
aims to provide female drivers with 
a platform to race without having to 
spend huge amounts of money, like 
most top-level motorsport. Drivers are 
selected on their talents and driving 
ability alone. 
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