


FREED MAN’S FUND 
REACHES $1.6M

BIKING TO HOSPITAL 
TO HAVE A BABY

ANCIENT ROAD 
OPENS AGAIN
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AND SHARE WITH FRIENDS

QUICK 
    NEWS

Northumberland Country Zoo has 
had its most successful year ever. 
Visitor numbers have doubled since 
before the pandemic and staff say 
two snow leopards are a big reason 
for the zoo’s success. The leopards, 
Karli and Nieva (which both mean 
‘snow’ in different languages), came 
to the zoo in December 2020. 

A review into building a bridge 
between Scotland and Northern 
Ireland has said the idea is too 
expensive. The research, which 
was asked for by PM Boris Johnson, 
said the cost of the bridge would 
be around £335 billion. Network Rail 
chairman Sir Peter Hendy described 
the cost as “impossible to justify”.

SCHOOLS SHUT DUE 
TO AIR POLLUTION

Pakistan ordered schools and 

November), in an attempt to 
reduce air pollution levels. 

resident Abubaker Umer said: 

inhaling smog and toxic air. 
Pollution has become part 
of our lives and bodies. The 
government has to do more 
than closing educational 

AMBITIOUS BRIDGE 
PLAN SCRAPPED

NO ROLE MODELS 
LEFT FOR BOYS?

Conservative MP Nick Fletcher 
has been mocked for linking 
female TV role models and 
real-life male crime. He said: 

Doctor Who, Ghostbusters, 
 

 
Peaky Blinders

online, Mr Fletcher released  

Dr Who 
being a female to crime being 

A grand ceremony has taken place 
in Egypt to mark the reopening of 
a 3,400-year-old road. The ancient 
road has been restored, connecting 
two temples in the region. Egypt 
earns billions from tourism each 
year and there are hopes the road, 
along with the famous pyramids,  
will lure back visitors.

WALES TO GO FOR 
NET ZERO EARLY

deal reached in the Senedd last 

aims to reach its ambitious 

from advisors at the Climate 
Change Committee.

ZOO HAS BEST  
YEAR YET

SUPPORT FOR 
SCHOOL LIBRARIES

Staff have said goodbye to most 
of the 61 people who spent three 
nights trapped in Britain’s highest 
pub, following bad weather. Heavy 
snow and fallen power lines meant 
that guests at the Tan Hill Inn in 
Yorkshire were unable to leave 
safely. Manager Nicola Townsend 
said people had remained in good 
spirits while staff arranged activities 
to keep everyone entertained, 
including board games and a quiz. 
Two guests decided to spend  
a fourth night in the pub.

STORM ARWEN 
TRAPS PUB-GOERS

UK’S BUSIEST 
STATION

Stratford station in London has 
overtaken Waterloo to become the 
UK’s busiest train station over the 
last year. Due to the pandemic, the 

lowest train passenger numbers in 
150 years. London Waterloo fell from 
86.9m entries and exits to just 12.2m, 
compared to Stratford’s 14m.

A New Zealand politician cycled to 
hospital to give birth! Despite being 
the Green Party’s spokesperson for 
transport, Julie Anne Genter said she 
“wasn’t planning to cycle in labour”. 
Ms Genter gave birth to a healthy 
baby daughter just an hour later.

MINING TRAGEDY
More than 50 people have died 
after an explosion in a coal mine in 
Siberia. Toxic fumes from methane 

leading to the deaths, although 
more than 200 people were able 
to escape. It’s the deadliest mining 
incident in Russia since 2010.

Stephen Sondheim, one of the 
most respected composers and 
lyricists of his time, has died aged 
91. Sondheim had a hand in many 
popular musicals, from writing the 
music and lyrics to Into The Woods 
in the 1980s (later made into a 2014 

West Side Story in the 1950s. A new 
Steven Spielberg movie of West Side 
Story is out on 10 December.

MUSICALS 
LEGEND DIES

as the Doctor

Luxury fashion brand Burberry 
has partnered with footballer 
and activist Marcus Rashford to 
support school libraries. Together 
with the National Literacy Trust and 
Macmillan Children’s Books, they’ll 
improve primary school libraries 
in ten schools across Manchester, 
Leeds and London for more than 
3,500 children. Marcus said that he 

of these spaces for years to come.”

A fundraiser for an American man 
who spent 42 years in jail for crimes 
he didn’t commit has reached more 
than $1.6m (£1.2m). Kevin Strickland 
was found guilty of three murders 
in 1979, aged 18, but always said 
he was innocent. Under Missouri 
state law he is not entitled to any 
compensation, so his lawyers set 
up a fundraiser to help with his 
living expenses. His was the longest 
wrongful jailing in state history.
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A BROWN bear has become a local celebrity 
after breaking into a bakery in 
Roccaraso, Italy, to munch on 
freshly-baked biscuits.

The baker’s wife told local reporters 
that her husband had taken refuge in the 

bakery after hearing that the bear was roaming 
about town. “Suddenly he heard a commotion coming 
from the cooking area,” she said. “[The bear] had 
broken the window, taken the trays from the oven and 
eaten the biscuits we had prepared in the afternoon.” 
And you thought Winnie-the-Pooh had a sweet tooth!
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WOW!WOW!

DINO DISCOVERY

  Firstly, what is a variant?
A variant is a slightly different version of something. 
All viruses change over time and that is exactly 
what is happening with COVID-19. These changes 
can alter all sorts of things, including how easily it 
spreads, how severe it is and even the performance 
of vaccines. The last COVID-19 variant of concern was 
called Delta. Scientists have been using letters in the 
Greek alphabet to name new variants of COVID-19.

  Where did the Omicron variant come from? 

Organization from South Africa on 24 November, but 

Kong and Germany. Last weekend, it was reported 
that the variant had arrived in the UK, with a handful 
of cases being reported.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  How did the UK Government react? 
PM Boris Johnson held a press conference on 
Saturday (27 November) to talk about how the UK 

several measures to make sure scientists had a 
chance to keep the spread of Omicron under control. 
The “temporary and precautionary” measures will be 
reviewed in two weeks’ time.

  Is it true I must wear a mask in shops and on 
public transport again?
If you live in Scotland, Northern Ireland or Wales, 
nothing will change regarding masks. In England, 
it hasn’t been law to wear a mask since July but, in 
response to the arrival of Omicron, anyone over the 
age of 11  in England must wear a mask again. People 
living in England won’t, however, have to wear masks 
in restaurants, cafés and pubs.

  What about mask-wearing at school?
English secondary schools were being “strongly 
advised” to reintroduce the wearing of masks 
in communal areas such as hallways, but not in 
classrooms. In Scotland, teachers and pupils must 
still wear masks at school. In Northern Ireland, masks 
must be worn on school transport by secondary 
pupils and the NI Government continues to “strongly 
recommend” mask-wearing in classrooms. The 
Welsh Government has said secondary pupils should 
wear masks in classrooms and communal areas.

  Will it affect travel? 
You and your family can travel to and from other 
countries still, but everyone coming back to the UK 
from abroad will have to take a PCR test a day or two 
after their arrival. They will have to self-isolate until 

  Should I be worried?
Worrying is a very natural response, especially 
when it comes to something we don’t know a huge 
amount about, like this new variant. You can calm 
your worries by reading and listening to reliable 
news sources. These new rules and regulations are 
in place to keep us all safe while scientists do what 
they do best. Try not to project your worries into 
the future; stay present, in the here and now, and 
focus on the facts. First News will keep you up to 
date with everything you need to know every Friday. 
Remember, you can always talk to a trusted adult 
about anything you’re worried about.

A NEW species of 
ankylosaur (one of 
the largest armoured 
dinosaurs) has been 
discovered in Chile.
Details published in Nature 
describe the well-preserved, 
mostly complete skeleton 
of a small ankylosaur, 
roughly two metres in size, 
from the late Cretaceous 
period (around 71.7 to 74.9 
million years ago). It was 
discovered at Magallanes  
in southern Chile. 
The authors say it’s a new 
species of ankylosaur, which 
they’ve named Stegouros 
elengassen (right). Its tail 
weapon is unlike those seen 
in other dinosaurs, and the 
scientists have called it  
a macuahuitl, the name  
for an Aztec war club.

A FOURTEEN-YEAR-OLD boy has been charged with the murder of  
a 12-year-old girl in Liverpool. 
Ava White was out with friends in Liverpool city centre watching the city’s 
Christmas lights get turned on when she was stabbed. She died shortly after.
The boy, who can’t be named for legal reasons, appeared in  

 
and possession of a ‘bladed article’.
You can watch our special documentary for children about knife crime, made 
with our partner TV news show, Sky Kids’ FYI, at: . If you 
have any worries or concerns, speak to an adult you trust.

CITY MOURNS AVA WHITE
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THE World Health Organization (WHO) has said a new COVID-19 variant 
called Omicron is ‘of concern’. You’ve probably heard a lot about this new 
variant from all sorts of people and places. A lot of that information (and 
misinformation) might have got you feeling worried, so let’s get to grips  

PM Boris Johnson addressed the 
nation on Saturday (27 November) 
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WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT  
THE NEW COVID-19 VARIANT
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ZOOKEEPERS help the penguins at ZSL London Zoo post their Christmas 

PIANA, CORSICA

BABY Yoda, 
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade.

LONDON, UK

NEW YORK, USA
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CARRBRIDGE, UK

MONKEYS feast on a banquet during the Monkey Festival. People gather 
at the annual festival to provide food for the thousands of long-tailed 
macaques that live in central Lopburi. 

LOPBURI, 
THAILAND
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ALTHOUGH Storm Arwen wreaked havoc across the UK, bringing down trees 
and power lines, there were some upsides, including some lucky kids being 
able to enjoy a bit of snowboarding at the weekend.

A 150-TONNE rock fell on to the road at Piana Calanches, blocking the scenic 
route in both directions. A UNESCO heritage site, the road is very busy with 
tourists in summer, but very quiet in winter. Thankfully no-one was injured. 

Ge
tty



SWEDEN
SWEDEN’S

TAYLOR SWIFT
All Too Well (Taylor’s 

Version)

Red

American Pie

THE news last week about the boat of migrants 
capsizing in the Englsh Channel is tragic.

They were all people – just like us – hoping to 
live happy and good lives. They thought it was worth the risk of the 
dangerous boat crossing if there was a chance of reaching Britain.

Arvin, on our front page, made the same journey before but, thankfully, 
he survived the choppy seas and is now going to school and living safely 

in the UK. To understand more about the desperate risks people 
take, turn to p6 and p7 for our special report.

EDITOR’S  
COMMENT

TWO competitions have launched 
that could get your ideas into 
space! For those aged 4-11, the 
UK Space Agency’s Logo Lift Off 
contest (logoliftoff.org.uk) will see 

satellites to launch from the UK! 
Or for anyone under 19, the Astro 
Pi Challenge (astro-pi.org) allows 
you to write a program that will run 
on board the International Space 
Station, and send messages for the 
astronauts to read! 
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GOODGOOD
WEEKWEEK

BADBAD
WEEKWEEK

THE FUTURE 
OF FARMING
KIDS from across the UK have 
been presented with awards 
for their amazing sustainable 
inventions for a national 
competition.

 

THE HIGH 
PRICE OF 
WAR

THE war in Yemen has had  
such a negative effect on the 
country that a child dies there 
every nine minutes because of  
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The 
Iliad

Digging For Britain

Gift a FirstNews subscription 
this Christmas for just £10!
Visit  

G
et

ty

RARE RARE 
ROMANROMAN
FINDFIND

WOW!WOW!

A Yemeni girl in a refugee camp

app would work

Scan the QR code to 
see drone footage of 
the mosaic!
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A HUGE and very rare Roman mosaic has been uncovered in a 
n



A TOTAL of 27 people died last week while trying to cross the English 
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It was the deadliest migrant accident 
to have ever taken place in the 
Channel. The dinghy capsized on the 
French coast, near Calais, and was 

the accident to authorities.
Charles Devos, a manager at the 
French lifeboat association, said 
the boat was likely overloaded with 
people. “Boats that transport 20 

 
50 people on them.”

The number of migrants crossing 
the Channel to the UK reached an 
all-time high last month, with 1,185 
people making the journey in one 
day. The trips are organised by gangs 
who charge money to help transport 
people from France to the UK. This is 

Prime Minister Boris Johnson has said 
he was “appalled” at the tragedy, and 
that the UK would leave “no stone 

Many of those trying to reach the UK right now are  
from Middle Eastern countries like Syria, Iran or 
Afghanistan, where they face war, instability and 
persecution (poor treatment because of their race, 
political or religious beliefs).

and they think it will be easier to get one in the UK. They 

home to their families.
Those making the journey to the UK often say they come 
because they already know some English, or hope to 

learn it, as English is spoken all over the world. Others 
already have family in the UK, and hope to rejoin them.
In the last few years, the number of people attempting 
to cross the Channel has skyrocketed. This year alone, 
more than 25,700 people have made the dangerous 
journey to the UK in small boats – more than three times 
than in 2020.

Germany, France, Spain and Greece receive many more 
applications for asylum (a right to stay in the country) 
than the UK.
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CHANNEL CHANNEL 
CROSSING  CROSSING  
TRAGEDYTRAGEDY

UK AND FRANCE FALL OUT 
Home Secretary Priti Patel, who oversees 
immigration issues in the UK, has said that, unless 
European politicians can co-operate, “even worse 
scenes” may be seen in the English Channel. Her 
comments followed a meeting about the migrant 

and hosted by France.
Ms Patel was meant to be at that meeting, but was 
uninvited after French President Emmanuel Macron 
was angered by a letter sent by PM Boris Johnson.

ways that the situation could be dealt with, was 
published on social media. Mr Johnson called for 
France to immediately start taking back all migrants 

who land in England after crossing the Channel. He 
also asked for joint patrols of the Channel, better use 
of technology, such as sensors and radar, patrols in 

intelligence services.
Mr Macron said that he will not “communicate from 
one leader to another on these issues by tweets and 
letters that we make public” – and suggested that 
both sides should have held talks instead.

Britain to make itself “less attractive” to migrants. He 
claimed that people gather in Calais and Dunkirk to 
try to get to England because they can “work without 

WHY ARE MIGRANTS MAKING 
DANGEROUS JOURNEYS TO THE UK?

those who died on their journey
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YOUR 
SAY!

RESEARCH by captioning charity Stagetext 
has suggested that young people are four 
times more likely to watch TV with the 
subtitles on than older viewers. We asked 
you, and it was a little less clear, with just 
over half of you preferring subtitles! Here’s 
what you said…

Join in the conversation and vote 
at 

ojpolls

I tend to watch TV without subtitles as  
I can see the screen and can hear the  
sound perfectly.

pollardian

and hard to understand, so subtitles help  
a lot. Also, my brother has an ear problem 
so he always watches TV with subtitles.

ivansp2011

I prefer to watch TV with subtitles because  
I can understand what the person is saying 
if it is a different language or if their voice is 

weirdcat

If I’m watching something on demand, I like 
subtitles, but when I’m watching something 
live the subtitles are behind a lot – for 
example when I’m watching Strictly Come 
Dancing and they’re showing their scores, 
it’ll still be showing the judges’ comments!  

least on some TVs), as deaf people could 
never watch anything live!

“Hello, my name is Arvin, I’m from Iran and I am  
a refugee. My family’s lives were in danger in Iran 
so we had to leave. After months of travelling 
across Europe, crossing seas and mountains  
with the help of people smugglers, we ended  
up in Dunkirk on the French coast. We lived  

“Millions of refugees and migrants arrive in 
Europe hoping to be offered a new life, but 
countries say they’re overwhelmed and many 
are forced to move on. Hundreds end up on 
the French coast. The dangerous waters of the 
English Channel are all that lies between them 
and their last hope of a new life, the UK. 
“The problem is it was very cold in the tents. My 
brother is ill, and there was no help for him, no 
doctor. He has autism and epilepsy.
“We were planning to try to get to England by 
boat but I was afraid because the sea is very big 
and I was afraid the boat would crash. I don’t 
know how to swim. It wasn’t really worth the 
risk but we didn’t have a choice. Eventually, we 
made the crossing at night. It was so windy and 
the waves were so big. The water came into our 

EARLIER this year, we told you about Arvin, an Iranian boy who had made the dangerous 
journey across the Channel to the UK with his family. This is his story.

Subtitles get in the way. If the show is in 

with hearing, I understand why you  
 

a distraction most of the time.

charlieee7

ARVIN IS ABLE 
TO MAKE UK 
HIS NEW HOME

FYI
and Arvin showing how far 
Arvin travelled to get to the UK

Arvin arrived in the UK after crossing the 
channel on a boat much like this one

boat. I got wet because of the waves. The water 
was up to my shins. It was scary and it was so 
cold, I thought I was going to die.”
Several months later, and the Government has 

were in danger in their homeland of Iran and is 
allowing the family to live here.
It’s a big relief for Arvin, who made the perilous 
journey with the hope of staying to study in the 
UK. He plans to become a doctor one day. 
“I like school because I’m learning the English 
language,” he says. “I like this language and  
I know I’m in a safe place.” 
Arvin has quickly made the UK his new home, and 
even reported on the Little Amal puppet’s journey 
from Syria to Manchester for FYI last month. 
In his report, Arvin explains that it was: “So 
important to remind people that the refugee  
crisis is far from over.”
Hover your camera phone over 
the QR code to watch Arvin’s 
Kidversation report for FYI and 

teachers, or check out Arvin’s 
FYI report at 
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 Award-winning 
adaptive surfer
Nine-year-old Max Kliem from 
Braunton has been named Adaptive 
Surfer of the Year. Max has cerebral 
palsy, which affects his arms and 

on an adaptive surfboard, which 
helps him to catch the waves. He’s 
been working with The Wave Project, 
which runs surf sessions for those 
who are disabled, experiencing 
mental health problems or having 
a tough time at home. Max told the 
BBC that he “feels happy that he’s 
out and on the waves”.

DEVON

 Wonky Christmas 
lights return! 
Newburgh’s famous wonky 
Christmas lights (designed by 
schoolkids) are back – and there are 
two new additions to the collection. 
The small Scottish town went viral 
last year after the pandemic nearly 
caused the lights to be scrapped. 
Thankfully, the display did go up 
but, unfortunately, the tradition of 
choosing a new light to add couldn’t 
happen. This year, organisers 
decided to make up for it by 
picking two winners from Newburgh 
Primary School instead. The winning 
entries are a colourful rainbow by 
Lois Murray (above), and a green 
dinosaur by Arlo Nicol. 

NEWBURGH

 Happiest place 
to live
Hexham in Northumberland has 
been named the happiest place 
to live in the UK. It was voted top 
for friendliness and community 
spirit, nature and green spaces, 
schools and restaurants. 
More than 21,000 people were 
surveyed in the “happy at home” 
index. Mayor of Hexham, Derek 
Kennedy, said he was “thrilled” 
the small town had taken the 
title. Richmond in London came 
in second place, with Harrogate 
in North Yorkshire in third. 

 Center Parcs causes upset
Plans to build a new Center Parcs at Oldhouse Warren 
in Worth Forest have been criticised by environmental 
organisations. Center Parcs wants to create a £350m 
holiday park featuring a swimming pool, restaurants  
and lodges in the forest. Charities such as the RSPB and  
the Woodland Trust are against the idea though, saying  
it will ruin the ancient woodland and cause a loss of  
habitat for wildlife. A Center Parcs spokesperson says 
ecological surveys are being carried out and that it takes  
its responsibility to the environment “extremely seriously”. 
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 LEGO Carousel of Creativity unveiled
LEGO has set up a new art installation in 
London’s Covent Garden to celebrate Christmas. 

built characters that highlight the power of 
children’s imaginations. There’s also a section 
that displays different creations made by kids 
across the UK. If you can’t visit the carousel in 
person, LEGO has created a digital version where 
you can enjoy a 3D virtual tour of the carousel 
and take part in weekly themed challenges. 

LONDON

 Mr Bump  
delights locals
Mystery pictures of Mr Bump from the 
Mr Men series have been popping up 
in Sea Mills this year. The anonymous 
artist has been dubbed Bumpsy 
and his work can be spotted on tree 
stumps, bridges, walls and rubbish 

of them! Runner Luke Merrett put 

Bumps. He said the artworks “always 
bring me a little joy when jogging past 
them.” A picture of Mr Greedy has also 
popped up near the Old Sneed Park 
Nature Reserve. 

A concept drawing 
ahead of the launch
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Climate crisis down under

 The Great Barrier Reef: 

 

Coping with the climate crisis 
 

 
 

 

 
the COP26: In Your Hands

 

First News FYI                                              
COP26: In Your Hands

                                                       

9. CLIMATE SPECIAL FirstNews     

COP26: In Your Hands at 

MAKING KIDS’ VOICES HEARD
 

FYI
 

FYI
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BRAZIL
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 Down with dog meat?
While the number of restaurants that serve dog 
meat has dropped dramatically over the decades, 
plenty of people in South Korea don’t want it to 
be banned all together, new research has found. 
Although the country’s president has offered 
to look into outlawing the custom, new surveys 
suggest many are against a ban. The Yonhap News 
Agency said a Realmeter poll showed 38.6% of 
South Koreans supported the ban, while 48.9% were 
against it. Around a million dogs are killed every 
year for food in South Korea.

SOUTH KOREA

 A taxing job for Professor Poo 
It’s no secret that children (and big children, for that 

and fascinating. You’re giggling right now, aren’t 
you? Well, Japan is using poop to teach young 
people in the country all about the importance of 
paying taxes when they’re older. Popular character 
Unko-sensei (Professor Poo),  
who looks like the poo emoji, 
is being used in a brochure 

agency. It will be sent out 
to all schools to explain the 
importance of paying taxes. 
One of the questions in the 
brochure asks: what do poo 
and tax have in common? 
The answer is fertiliser,  
since both are used to  
grow things!

 Vaccinated visitors welcome
New Zealand has announced plans to welcome 
vaccinated visitors in 2022. The country, which has 
been praised for its strict handling of the COVID-19 
pandemic and its low infection and death rates, 
will welcome vaccinated visitors from 30 April 
2022. All visitors will be tested for COVID-19 upon 
arrival and will have to self-isolate for seven days. 
New Zealanders living abroad will be able to travel 
home from 16 January 2022. New Zealand was one 

of the pandemic.
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JAPAN

SOLOMON ISLANDS

 Violent protests rage on
The Solomon Islands brought in a nightly curfew 
(when everyone has to be indoors) and sent lots of 
police on to the streets of the capital city Honiara 
this week, following widespread protests and 
violence. A wave of arson, riots and looting took 
place in the capital last week and the violence was 
still raging as First News went to press. The violence 
is partly because of frustrations at Prime Minister 
Manasseh Sogavare’s government and a huge 

unemployment problem in the region, made 
worse by the COVID-19 pandemic. It’s 

also connected to long-standing 
tensions between people on the 

country’s most populated island, 
Malaita, and the government, 

which is based on the island 
of Guadalcanal. Thousands 
of protesters have called for 

Mr Sogavare’s resignation, 
and some even tried to 

       residence.

Posten Norge, Norway’s postal service, has been 
making headlines across the world following the 
release of its inclusive Christmas advert, When 
Harry Met Santa. The heartwarming advert, which 
tells a story about Santa Claus falling in love with 
a boyfriend called Harry, was released to mark a 
huge moment in Norway’s LGBT+ history. Posten 
said: “This year it’s all about love – 
highlighting the fact that 2022 
marks the 50th anniversary 
of the decriminalisation of 
homosexuality [meaning 
being gay was no longer 
a criminal offence] in Norway.” 
The four-minute advert has 
already clocked up well  
over 1.5 million views 
on YouTube. 

 Rio Olympics boss jailed
The chief of the 2016 Rio Olympics, Carlos Arthur 
Nuzman, (above) has been sentenced to 30 years 
and 11 months in prison. The former head of the 
Brazilian Olympic Committee was found guilty of 
buying votes for Rio de Janeiro to host the 2016 
Olympic Games. Mr Nuzman was found guilty of 
various charges, including “criminal organisation” 
and not paying taxes. His legal team has appealed 
the decision, so the case will be sent to a higher 
court to consider if the sentence is fair. 
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The idea was to make it easy for winners 
of major global prizes in subjects 
including science, engineering and 
medicine to live and work in the UK. 
The plan was announced in May by the 

department that deals with immigration. 
The Home Secretary, Priti Patel (right), 
said the scheme would attract “the best 
and brightest” to come and work in the 
UK, following the departure from the EU.
But New Scientist magazine has found 
out that, six months on, not a single 

expert in science, 
engineering, 
the humanities 
(society and 
culture subjects) 
or medicine  
has applied. 
Labour’s shadow 
science minister, Chi Onwurah, said: “It is 

failed… to attract scientists from abroad, 
given their lack of consistent support for 
scientists here.”

11. SCIENCE NEWS by Eddie de Oliveira FirstNews     Issue 807     3 – 9 December 2021

A SPACECRAFT whose mission is to smash into an asteroid has lifted off from Earth.

ZERO HEROES APPLY TO 
WORK IN THE UK

MISSION TO MISSION TO SMASH!SMASH!
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ARE you ready to embark on an adventure 
across the cosmos?

strange new worlds, seek answers to what it means to be 
human and consider what the future might hold. Fantastical voyages 
from Star Wars to novels by Jules Verne have become reality through 

invention of pacemakers and that technology inspired by Star Trek  
is changing medicine today?
Soon you can go on a journey of discovery and climb aboard 
an extra-terrestrial spaceship with Science Fiction: Voyage to 
the Edge of Imagination. Launching 
in October 2022, visitors to this 
immersive new exhibition can discover 

creators have inspired each other. See 
.

This report is from the Science Museum in London

An illustration of Dimorphos 
and the DART spacecraft

A GOVERNMENT scheme to attract “the best and brightest” scientists to the 
UK after Brexit hasn’t attracted a single applicant.

NASA’S DART mission aims to test technology that 
could one day be used to stop an object hurtling 
towards our planet. If a piece of space rock just a 
few hundred metres wide were to collide with Earth, 
it could devastate an entire continent and lead to 
many deaths. Asteroids bigger than 1km in diameter 
could destroy large parts of the entire planet.
That’s why scientists are so keen to develop a way 
of knocking an asteroid off course so that it doesn’t 

Last Wednesday, a Falcon 9 rocket carrying the 
spacecraft blasted off from California, USA. DART 
is heading towards a near-Earth asteroid called 
Didymos, which is approximately 780 metres wide. 
It has a ‘moonlet’ (a tiny moon) which is about 160 
metres across. NASA have named the moonlet 
asteroid Dimorphos – and that’s the object DART 
will crash into. Thankfully, Dimorphos isn’t heading 
towards Earth and poses no threat to us. But it will 
provide a useful testing ground for this clever  
new technology.
DART is carrying a camera called DRACO that will 
take images and help the spacecraft position itself in 

the right place to smash into Dimorphos. The collision 
is due to take place in September 2022, when DART 
will crash into the asteroid at a speed of around 
15,000mph (6.6km/s).
The collision will change the speed of Dimorphos in 
its orbit around Didymos by a fraction of 1%. But this 
shift will change how long the orbit takes by several 
minutes – enough to be observed and measured 
using telescopes on Earth.
Those observations will help let scientists know if this 
plan is effective at knocking the asteroid off course 
– and whether it could be used in a real-world 
emergency in the future if they spot a large  
asteroid on a collision course with Earth. 

forms just one part of NASA’s plan for defending Earth 
from space threats. The PDCO was set up in 2016 to 
lead US government efforts to detect and warn of 
potentially hazardous asteroids and comets, and  
to study ways of reducing the risk.
Asteroids are rocky fragments left over from the 
formation of the solar system about 4.6 billion years 

ago. It’s extremely rare that an asteroid ends up 
striking Earth. In 2013, an asteroid about 20 metres in 
diameter entered Earth’s atmosphere above the city 
of Chelyabinsk in Russia. It exploded while it was still 
in the air, so avoided a direct impact. But it was small 
enough that it wouldn’t have caused major damage.
Perhaps the most famous asteroid impact of all is the 
one that is thought to have wiped out the dinosaurs. 
The Chicxulub crater in Mexico was formed when an 
asteroid of 10km in diameter struck, making 75% of 
plants and animals on Earth extinct. But you don’t 
need to worry, as NASA says no known asteroid larger 

hitting Earth in the next 100 years.
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WHILE most of the UK’s native reptile species burrow away in the warm 
for winter, male common frogs choose a more daring option - burying 
themselves alive in the mud! 
Their risky hiding place may protect them from predators, but with colder 

 
they should be okay. 

 
safe spots such as log piles and compost heaps are often popular choices.”
It’s easy to make your garden friendly for reptiles and amphibians. Why not 

BURIED ALIVE
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WHALE SHARK  
HOT SPOT
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MELTING sea ice means killer whales can hunt longer in the Arctic.

of sea ice gets smaller, killer whales hang around more. Killer whales usually 

these whales stayed in the same area for longer than usual.
Melting sea ice means there is more open water, which in turn means fewer 
places for the killer whales’ prey – such as endangered bowhead whales 
– to hide.  Too many of one species being preyed on by another could 

The full report was presented this week at a meeting of the Acoustical 
Society of America (ASA). 

ARCTIC 
HUNTERS
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A NEW report has revealed that Madagascar is a hot  

endangered species. 
The study, carried out by the Madagascar Whale Shark Project 

 

The data shows that the area is a hugely important habitat for 
young sharks to feed and grow, so scientists are urging authorities 

Whale sharks aren’t protected in Madagascar but the number  
 

is increasing.

The full report is published in the journal Aquatic Conservation: 
Marine and Freshwater Ecosystems.
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Meet Tom and Grace
Grace alerts Tom when his blood sugar levels are about to become 
dangerously high or low because of his type 1 diabetes. He has no idea 
this is happening to his body, as he has no symptoms, but he is at risk 
of collapse or losing consciousness each time. Grace alerts Tom an 

takes some glucose to get his levels back on track. As a reward for her 
help, Grace gets her favourite dog bacon pieces or a squirt of Primula 
cheese! She goes pretty much everywhere with Tom – sleepovers, to 
the park with his mates, as well as cricket training and matches. In fact, 
Grace has even alerted Tom while he was batting – she sniffed a change 
in his smell from the side of the pitch and alerted his mum! 
At Christmas time, Grace will alert Tom more than usual. 
Tom says: “The anticipation of presents, different things going on at 
school and the build-up always affects my diabetes, and Grace can 
often alert eight times or more!”
Tom’s mum, Sarah, says: “The connection between the two of them is 

best friend and we are lucky to have her in our lives!”

Why is a dog’s nose  
so special?
Those cold, wet snouts are pretty amazing. 
Did you know that 30% of a dog’s brain is 
dedicated to smell? That’s an estimated 
40 times more than in the human brain. 
Dogs’ noses have 350 million olfactory 
receptors needed to recognise smell – 

And they can smell separately with each 
nostril. They use the information they get 

smelly objects are – a built-in compaws…
But their incredible sense of smell enables 
them to detect so much more than crumbs and treats.

How can they help? 
Bio Detection Dogs sniff human 
samples in the charity’s training room, 
where they learn to detect tiny traces 
of diseases like cancer, malaria and 
COVID-19. What the dogs are teaching 

an ‘E-nose’, which means that one day 
in the future, your phone could tell you 
whether you’re poorly and need to get 
to the doctor.
Medical Alert Assistance Dogs are 
trained to alert people who have 
medical conditions that cause 
potentially dangerous emergencies 
such as fainting, collapsing or seizures. 
Often these people have no prior 
warning themselves and feel normal 
right up until it happens. But with an 

alert from a trained dog a few minutes before an attack or seizure, people can 
avoid injury and a trip to A&E. Many clients had broken bones and spent months 
in hospital before being partnered with their dog. These dogs enable clients to 
do things like outdoor swimming, horse riding and going on holiday – things 
they never dreamed they’d be able to do while they’re so poorly.

THE THE 
NOSENOSE  
KNOWS!KNOWS!



Ready for your own mobile phone but mum and dad aren’t 

quite convinced? Here are some ways to get them onboard. 

Spacetalk Adventurer is the perfect first phone for kids with 

4G calls, SMS, chat, GPS, 5MP camera and other cool 

features—all in a stylish smartwatch you can wear anywhere.

How to get your 

parents to say 

to your first phone

yesyes



Say hello. 

Stay in touch with family and friends wherever 

you are with 4G calls, SMS, even group chats.

Keep learning. 

School Mode keeps you focused during school 

hours and there’s a calculator for those tricky 

math problems.

No chance of oversharing.    

There’s no social media or open internet so 

you’re protected from all that bad stuff.

Share photos. 

Send snaps from grandma’s house with the 

5MP camera so your parents never miss 

the memories. Plus with Safe Zones, mum 

will know you’re safely at grandma’s and not 

wandering off somewhere.

Say no to stranger danger.  

Only people your parents or guardians approve 

can contact you.

Keep fit. 

Power through school or sports practice with 

Adventurer’s step counter.

Learn more at spacetalkwatch.co.uk

yes
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 How would you feel about reliving Christmas every day? 
 

 What Christmas traditions do you and your family have?

 Are there any new traditions you’d like to start this year? 

 Christmas movies are a big part of the festive season; how 
does it feel to be in one? 

 What would you like to see under the Christmas tree  
this year?

CHRISTMAS CHRISTMAS 
ON REPEAT!ON REPEAT!

DISNEY 
Christmas Again!

Christmas Again  
 

 What is your character Rowena like? And are you like her in 
any way?

 Did you have to learn any new skills to play Rowena?
 

 

get into the festive spirit in another month?

 Rowena wishes for a ‘do-over’ Christmas. Is there anything 
you wish you could do over again?

The Disney Channel Original Movie Christmas Again arrives on Disney+ on 3 December
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THIS THIS WEEKWEEK
1 A new attraction based around 

the Peter Rabbit TV series is 
opening on Blackpool seafront in 
2022. The interactive attraction has 
taken 18 months to put together and 
will see visitors hop into Peter Rabbit’s world on an adventure through 

2 A brand-new football series, Supa Strikas: Rookie Season, launches 
this week on YouTube Kids. The series is set before Supa Strikers and 

is the origin story of the show’s star striker, Shakes, and how he became 

 The 

series on the set of Guardians of the 
Galaxy Vol 3
for the ride. Guardians of the Galaxy: 
Cosmic Rewind will open in 2022 and 
will be one of the longest fully-enclosed 
rollercoasters in the world. The news was 

which outlines all the new attractions 
being planned.

PICS OF 
THE WEEK

THE 
Join Sadie, Tafari, Chanel and Toby as they wait patiently for Santa to arrive 
on Christmas Eve. Although a Kidz Bop Christmas Eve may be a little bit more 
musical than most!
Kidz Bop said: “We’re super excited about this brand-new Christmas special. 
We sing, we dance 
and we’ve even got 
special guests; we 
can’t wait for everyone 
at home to see it!”
A Merry KIDZ BOP 
Christmas airs on  
Sky Showcase on  

THIS Doctor Who, so we grabbed  

a chat with top Time Lord Jodie Whittaker!
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Doctor Who during  
the pandemic?

[uncertain] time because none of us had shot during the pandemic. So 

able to travel, we couldn’t be tactile [touching a lot] in that way we were. But 
what was immediately reassuring is as soon as you got on set, no matter if it 
seemed different because of masks and all of that, all of the heart and all the 
love was still there and it was still great fun.

this series?
For us, getting to know John [Bishop] has been wonderful. He came in at 110% 
with his energy and enthusiasm. He’s been so much fun to be around, he’s 

and Karvanista have been really fun to shoot. And we’ve had some brilliant 
scenes with the likes of Craige Els, Craig Parkinson – with so many people  
in a scene it can feel really epic, so it’s been great.

 Can you tell us about 
some of the stunts you did 
for this series?
We’ve done a lot of wires this 
year, particularly for certain 

days on set. We started at 
energy of a hundred  
and then after two days  

realised that this is why 
there are stunt doubles, as 

through space and have 
to spin yourself backwards 
and make sure you don’t get 

Doctor Who
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LIVERPOOL star Diogo Jota had to 
leave a FIFA 22 tournament early 
to play a real-life match against 
Southampton – where he scored 
after just 97 seconds!

ANIMAL CROSSING NEW HORIZONS: 
HAPPY HOME PARADISE

DECORATE to your heart’s content, and keep clients happy in this 
Animal Crossing expansion! Happy Home Paradise is full of features 
for a budding interior designer. First News games reviewer Zoe, aged 
14, told us what she thought.
“I loved Animal Crossing New Horizons (ACNH

Happy Home Paradise  
 

ACNH

FORTNITE’S (PEGI 12) second chapter is coming to a close, and it’s 
looking to be quite the event!

18. GAME ZONE by Aaron Henderson FirstNews     Issue 807     3 – 9 December 2021
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NINTENDO 
SWITCH

FIFA 22 

FIFA 

FIFA

FIFA

Fortnite

FORTNITE: CHAPTER 3 IS ON THE WAY

OFFLINE – AND INTO THE NET!

The Little 
       Match Girl

Ballo Arthur Pita’s

Experience Arthur Pita’s magical dance-theatre production of 
Hans Christian Andersen’s The Little Match Girl with your family 
from the comfort of your home.
 Available to rent now.   

GIVE your bedroom the ultimate  
glow-up thanks to Brainstorm Toys. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

How many astronauts have 
stood on the moon’s surface?

a) 12    b) 2    c) 22

WINWIN!!  A GLOW-
IN-THE-DARK 
BUNDLE FROM

Available 
from Amazon

ENTER NOW! MARK YOUR ENTRY MOON
or see page 25. The closing date is 16 December 2021.

Available 
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Written and illustrated by Paul Palmer

A TEAM of pigs have been hired as ‘security guards’ at Schiphol airport 
in Amsterdam, Netherlands.
A total of 19 pigs were employed over six weeks to help cut down on the number 
of bird collisions at the airport. The aim was for the pigs to scare off geese and 
other birds so that they didn’t get in the way of planes taking off. 
Birds are attracted to the farmland near Schiphol because the remains of lots 
of sugar beet (a plant grown mainly for its sugar) is found there. The pigs were 
brought in to eat the plant waste and chase the birds away.
The project was part of a short trial to see how effective pigs are at tackling 
the collision problem. In the year before the coronavirus pandemic, there were 
565 bird strikes at Schiphol. The data from the pigs’ employment is now being 

area, and the pigs did their job by eating the crop waste, which is now all gone.

went missing?

maybe it should be! Dog owner Kyle Barrett from 
Cheshire got rather a shock when he discovered 

his pet pooch Samson had taken himself for a walk 
– on the roof of his mum’s bungalow! Kyle said he only 

realised where his 60kg (9st 6lb) St Bernard had gone after hearing loud 
noises from above. Thankfully, Samson wasn’t fazed by his big adventure 
and made it back to safety.

A RARE Star Wars poster 
could fetch up to £8,000 

It’s an original artwork for 
The Empire Strikes Back, 
featuring Luke Skywalker, 
Darth Vader and 
Princess Leia. 
It’s one of over 750 rare 
posters and artworks up 
for grabs, with the total 
collection valued at more 
than £250,000! There’s 
also an Avengers:
War poster signed by the 
movie’s stars, including 
Robert Downey Jr, Chris 
Evans, Chris Hemsworth 
and Tom Holland, and a 
Spectre poster signed by 
Daniel Craig. 
The Prop Store is hosting 
the auction between 8-9 
December. 

No, we’re not sure either! But a Russian 

Vladimir Putin has launched a brand-
new aftershave that is claimed to 
smell just like it. The unusual spray 

is called Checkmate and features 
scents of glass, natural leather and 
metals. It’s been released to promote 
Russia’s new Sukhoi Su-75 Checkmate 
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STAR STAR BUYBUY

STEALTHSTEALTH SCENT SCENT

WOW!WOW!
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POETRY 
WINNER

WE WANT TO 
HEAR WHAT 
YOU/YOUR 
SCHOOL 
IS UP TO
Write in to let us know what 
you’ve been up to! Have you 
been getting creative? Been 
for a great day out? Raised 
money for charity? Whatever 
it is, we love hearing about 
your adventures, so why not 
share your experiences with 
First News readers?
Email your report (and any 
pictures you want to share) to 

. 
Don’t forget to include your 
name and age (and your 
school’s name and address 
for school news reports). By 
writing in, you give consent 
to First News printing details 
and photographs of those 
involved in the report.

TeamGym is a wonderful team sport 
where we compete in groups of up to 

trampette and tumble. 
I’ve now been doing this for six years, 
and last weekend we competed in our 
third British Championships for our club, 
Leatherhead and Dorking. We were in 
the ‘Youth’ group – 10 to 14 years of age. 

with eight in our team, which is a really 
low number, then two more had to drop 
out because of COVID or injury! We 
didn’t know until the last minute if we 
would even be able to compete, so we 
didn’t invite many friends or family and 

decided to just go for fun. We began 
the Championships on my favourite 
discipline of trampette and vault, and 
we all landed without stumbling! Next, 

and it went so well! Suddenly we were 

landed everything, and started to think 
we might actually place in the top four 
against all the odds. When we were 
called out for the results, we didn’t get 
announced for bronze or silver. But then 
they called the winners, and it was us! 
It was surreal, but incredible, and it’s all 
about the team. We went without any 

expectation and left as  
British champions with gold!
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WHEN

It was exciting going to London on 
the train and even more exciting 
when we found out that we would 
be visiting Santa Claus in his grotto! 
When we got there we wrote a 
postcard for Santa before we went 
to his grotto. It was very snowy and 
there was lots of things to see. While 
we waited for Santa, a very funny 
elf chatted to us and sang songs. 
Then when we went in to see Santa 
we chatted to him for a bit and told 
him what we wanted for Christmas. 
After seeing Santa we went and 
joined the Shrek’s Adventure! 
tour. It was so cool and lots of 
fun. You go on a bus ride to Far 
Far Away where you meet lots of 
fairy-tale characters who help 
you on a quest. In each part of the 
tour a character talks to you and 
everyone on the tour has to join in. 
My dad had to do a silly dance in 
front of everyone and he also got 
picked to clean Shrek’s toilet, which 
was so funny. We really had such  
a brilliant time. We didn’t know  
what to expect but it was brilliant!

Although writing my poem took 
imagination and effort, I really do think 
myself lucky that I was considered for 
this position! My school, Newcastle-
under-Lyme School, provided  
a platform to boost my skills. 
The poem I entered was about if 
the colour blue went extinct from 
the world; it touches on the theme 
of climate change. I think this is a 
massive problem today, especially 
considering how much COP26 has 
been in the news recently, and  
I believe that we should all work 
together to solve issues that affect 
our planet.
Recently, I received a letter from my 
local MP congratulating me on my 
poetry win, which goes to show that 
no matter how young we are, we can 
always make a difference. I have 
always loved writing, because one 

can express anything in a creative,  
yet logical way and I hope to  
continue with my poetry for  
many years to come.

CALL: (020) 3195 7256     EMAIL: SCHOOLS@FIRSTNEWS.CO.UK
SUBSCRIBE FOR SCHOOL – FIND OUT MORE AT SCHOOLS.FIRSTNEWS.CO.UK

SHREK-MAS

 

JUNIORJUNIOR
JOURNALISTJOURNALIST

TEAMGYM GOLD 
WINNERS JUNIORJUNIOR

JOURNALISTJOURNALIST

 

Santa’s Grotto at Shrek’s Adventure! 
London is open from 4 to 24 December. 

 
www.shreksadventure.com.
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FALLING in love with reading is the best thing in the world. It’s mind 
growing and helps with all subjects in school. Even maths!

Pup369, 10, said: 
“The Alex Rider series 

is probably my 
favourite because  

I love books with spies, 
adrenaline and action. 

it just makes me feel 
highly courageous 

and excited.”

Jake, 11, on Marcus 
Rashford’s book, You 
Are A Champion: How 

To Be The Best You 
Can Be: “It makes 

in myself and it is a 
really fascinating 

book.”

Kenzie, 13 on 
The Primrose Railway 
Children: “Jacqueline 

Wilson is one of my 
favourite authors. 

Most of my favourite 
books are written 

by her!”

Finding favourite story books is a crucial part of helping us learn and 
absorb new information, so it was brilliant to see your suggestions 
for our Best Books Poll! Over the last few months, loads of you shared 
your favourite stories with us on First News Live – the ones that set your 
imaginations alight.
As they’ve been at the top of the best-seller charts for a long time, there 
were a lot of votes for Harry Potter. And books by Enid Blyton, especially 
The Faraway Tree, were popular with you all, as were all of the Tom 
Gates series and the Alex Rider books.
Here at Little Box of Books we love so many of the same books as you, 
but we exist to make sure that all children have access to brilliant 

is one that features a diverse cast of characters. We’re talking about 
books that show characters of different races, cultures, family set-ups, 
backgrounds, relationships, books that challenge gender stereotypes 
and feature disabled characters.
So it was really good to see favourite book votes for The Christmasaurus 
and the Winter Witch, which features a disabled main character.
Books are windows and mirrors; windows that help you to see into the 
lives of people who are in some way different from you, helping you to 
develop understanding and empathy for those in different situations 
or with different perspectives. Or they can be mirrors, where you see 
yourself, your family situation or something familiar in the story 
that you’re reading. This can make you feel less alone and can 
offer the reassurance that you’re as normal as anyone else.y

Akshaj, 10, said: 
“The Harry Potter 

series is my 
favourite because 
it is adventurous, 

thrilling, keeps me 
hooked and also 
at times funny.”

It’s crucial for us all to read from diverse 
bookshelves. It stops us believing limiting things 
about whole groups of people and gives us all 
a basic understanding of why we’re all equally 

these stories. They’re often not the ones that are 
in the supermarkets, on the adverts and the ones 
you see in magazines.
Only 8% of children’s books published last year 
featured a character of Black, Asian or minority 
ethnic origin, despite 33.5% of our schoolchildren 
being of Black, Asian or minority ethnic origin. 
And in 2017, research showed that male 
characters are twice as likely to take leading 
roles in children’s books than females and then 
70% of book characters who aren’t human are 
often referred to as ‘he’. 
If you haven’t found your favourite book yet, keep 

from our top ten books on the next page.

you read, and you don’t have to like a book 
because everybody else likes it. It can be a 
picture book, even if others think you’re too old 
for them. It can be a graphic novel, and it can be 

Find what you love and read more of it. And try 
and incorporate as much diversity into your 
reading selection as you can!

 

Alice, 9, said: “I love 
the characters [in The 
Christmasaurus] and 
I like dinosaurs. I think 

the story is intense and 
I’m like: ‘What’s going 

to happen next?’ Please 
read this book, it is 

awesome.”

Tara, 8, on 
Dork Diaries: 

“It lets you be 
you…”

Shahana, 10, said: 
“Wonder shows you 

that everyone is 
different in their own 

way. It doesn’t matter 
how you look, it 

matters if you believe 
in yourself.”

DIVE INTO
BOOKSBOOKS
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TO READ ALL THE BOOKS VOTED FOR BY FIRST NEWS READERS, 
HEAD TO FIRST.NEWS/YOURBESTBOOKS

Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s 
Stone by JK Rowling

The Magic Faraway Tree  
by Enid Blyton

Alex Rider series  
by Anthony Horowitz

Tom Gates series by Liz Pichon

The Mysterious Benedict Society  
by Trenton Lee Stewart

You Are A Champion: How To Be The 
Best You Can Be by Marcus Rashford

The Christmasaurus by Tom Fletcher

Robin Stevens’ books

Afterlove by Tanya Byrne

Boy, Everywhere by AM Dassu 

A Kind of Spark by Elle McNicoll

The Gauntlet by Karuna Riazi

The Boy Who Made Everyone Laugh  
by Helen Rutter

The Land of Roar by Jenny McLachlan

Amari and the Night Brothers by BB Alston

Me, My Dad and the End of the Rainbow 
by Benjamin Dean

An Alien in the Jam Factory  
by Chrissie Sains

Black and British by David Olusoga

The Accidental Diary of BUG by Jen Carney

YOUR top ten reads! OUR top ten reads!Florence, 11, on 
The Mysterious 

Benedict Society: 
”I love the way it 

is full of twists and 
turns in the plot!”

Emma, 11, on 
Asha & the Spirit 

Bird: ”It is full 
of mystery and 

adventure. I 
honestly can’t get 

enough of it!”

Sophie, 12, 
on After Love: ”It 

spreads awareness 
of LGBTQIAP+ 
[people] and 

it has beautiful 
descriptions.”
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CHALLENGE: CHALLENGE: 
DIVERSIFYDIVERSIFY  YOUR YOUR 
BOOKSHELF!BOOKSHELF! First, grab 

all your books, even if you have thousands, and divide them up.
1. Check out who the writer/illustrator is. Your bookshelves need to be full of 
stories created by authors and illustrators from a range of backgrounds. This 
gives you access to a wider variety of stories.
2. Check out who the main character is. We need to see stories where the main 
character is Black, Brown, gay, hearing impaired or physically disabled, to show 
that everybody deserves stories about their adventures. Find books where 
points of diversity aren’t the focus of the story. 
3. Check the illustrations. In picture books, the illustrations do half the work of 
telling the story, so we want to make sure that diversity goes beyond the use of 
a different-coloured pen and is obvious throughout. 
4. Look out for books that feature lots of diversity that isn’t a major part of the 
storyline. We want to see more books that feature single-parent families, mixed-
heritage families, blended families, Black families, Asian families, women who 

5. Sign up for one of our brilliant subscriptions or order a one-off box. That way, 

everybody matters and everyone is equally important - without even noticing. 
You can buy a subscription from Little Box of Books at 
littleboxofbooks.co.uk/product/book-subscription-for 
-8-11-year-olds 
Or a book bundle could make a great Christmas present 
for your teacher: littleboxofbooks.co.uk/product/ 
christmas-presents-for-teachers

Five quick tips: 
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CAN you complete our crossword puzzle 
using the clues below?
Send in your answers and three winners will 
each win a copy of The Girl Who Talked To Trees. 
Trees are story-keepers, witnesses to magic 
and history. The Girl Who Talked To Trees is an 
illustrated collection of magical interlinked stories 
about what one girl learns from talking to trees 
throughout time and from around the world.
The Girl Who Talked To Trees by Natasha Farrant, 
illustrated by Lydia Corry, is out now in hardback 
from Zephyr Books.

WORD
LADDER

SEE if you can get from the 
top of the ladder to the 

bottom by changing one 
letter at a time to make 

a new word.

PARK

RIDE

WIN! THE GIRL WHO 
TALKED TO TREES

SE
E h

ow
 m

any words of three or more letters you can make, using the m
iddle

let
te

r in
 each one. And can you  nd the word that uses all the letters?F D
E

E
IN

N

G
D

WORD WHEEL

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8

9 10

11

12 13 14

15

16 17

18

1 6 8 7
6 7 2 5 9 1

9
6 2 7 5 1

1 9 6 7
7 3 5 4 2

1
7 8 3 9 1 4
4 8 7 9

Send in your answers and two lucky winners will win a SnapWatch. SnapWatch 
is the super cool way to tell the time this Christmas! It’s a brand-new wearable 

no software or app and features easy control buttons for telling the time.
Available from snapwatch.co.uk.

WIN! WIN! SNAPWATCHSNAPWATCH

© 
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W
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m
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d 

20
21

ACROSS
1 Facts and information 

or education (9)
6 Clumsy or showing  
no skill (5)
7 Spring month (5)
9 Opposite of closing (7)

12 Time of day before 
you go to bed (7) 

16 
17 Most suitable (5)

18 Items of food sold  
in a supermarket (9)

Available from snapwatch.co.uk.

h
i

i
d

DOWN
2 Finished (4)
3 Game of luck (5)
4 Francis _____ : man who 
defeated the Spanish Armada (5) 
5 Insect with a distinctive 
appearance (6)
6 Have a positive impact on (7)
8 Sensible; reasoned (7)
10 Writing instrument (3)
11 Observing (6)
13 Home made of ice (5)
14 Fly effortlessly through the air (5)
15 ____ Moore: Hollywood actress (4)
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First News

First News  
First News  
First News

in transit. First News
 

HOW TO ENTER: in 
 is25. PUZZLE FUN

CAN Encanto? 

LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS:
extra robin has been added, 

Christmas hat has changed colour, mouse is missing, 
 

hard, card, care, 

I N D E P E N D E N T

N I Q B R

T E R M U A B B A

E T O W A R D S N

L N L O S

L A T I N D R O O P

I T A I A

G D O R M A N T R

E V E R B G A M E

N N E X N

T A Y L O R S W I F T

9 6 1 5 8 7 2 4 3
4 7 5 2 9 3 8 6 1
3 8 2 4 6 1 9 5 7
8 5 4 6 1 9 3 7 2
2 1 3 7 5 4 6 8 9
7 9 6 3 2 8 4 1 5
6 2 9 8 7 5 1 3 4
5 4 8 1 3 2 7 9 6
1 3 7 9 4 6 5 2 8

SPOTSPOT  THETHE  DIFFERENCEDIFFERENCE

Available 
from Amazon

WINWIN!!  A GAME BUNDLE A GAME BUNDLE 
FROM MOOKIE TOYS

 

 

 

ENTER NOW! MARK YOUR ENTRY BUZZER

Available Available
frofro

 
 

WINWIN!!  A SOLAR SYSTEM A SOLAR SYSTEM 
3D JIGSAW PUZZLE FROM 
RAVENSBURGER

WITH
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

ENTER NOW! MARK YOUR ENTRY SOLAR
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First News team details available at . For editorial enquiries, contact  or (020) 3195 2000. For home subscription enquiries, email  or call 0330 333 0186. For school 
subscription enquiries, email  or call (01371) 851 898. Web: . All material in this newspaper is © 2021 First Group Enterprises Ltd and cannot be used without written permission. First News is published by 

 
We are extremely passionate about the environment and we are always looking at ways to reduce waste throughout the company and across all of our products. Our paper comes from sustainable sources. We package First News in a mixture of 

compostable wrapper, paper wrapper, cardboard wraps and boxes, depending on the order size. See  for more information about our environmental commitments.

WHERE’S WALLY 
KNITTED JUMPER
NUMSKULL.COM £39.99
Having travelled the world, Wally’s now found 

knit features Wally’s trademark red and white 
colours, with Christmas decorations dotted all 
over it. Can you spot him? 

MICKEY/ 
MINNIE 
MOUSE 
CHRISTMAS 
SWEATSHIRT
NEXT FROM £25.00
Now the whole family can join in the fun with  

Minnie Christmas sweatshirts. Available in either 
black or burgundy and in sizes from age three 
right up to adult sizes, they’re perfect for Christmas 
Jumper Day.

CHRISTMAS 
JUMPER DAY 
10 DECEMBER

3D CHRISTMAS JUMPER
AMAZON.CO.UK £12.99
Stand out from the crowd this Christmas Jumper 
Day and throughout the festive season with this 

Christmas baubles made from fabric. Sizes go  
up to age 12.

WHAT’S IN 
THE SHOPS?

BRITANNICA MAGAZINE Advertisement feature

GO TO WWW.BRITANNICAMAGAZINE.COM

  Each issue is full of fascinating facts, astonishing photos, quizzes, puzzles, 
jokes and much, much more!

  This awesome magazine covers all your favourite subjects – from space, 
animals and the natural world, to history, machines and inventions 

  Inspiring, fun and factual, it will make young readers say ‘wow’ on every page 

  The perfect family gift for Christmas

INTRODUCING… INTRODUCING… 

We’re thrilled to tell you about the launch of 

a brand-new non-fiction monthly magazine  

designed for curious young minds everywhere: Britannica Magazine!

CHRISTMAS
SPECIAL OFFER!
Sign up now to a year’s worth of issues of Britannica 

Magazine for £59.99 and you will also receive a 

FREE COPY of the Britannica All 

New Children’s Encyclopedia WORTH £25!

WHAT’S INCLUDED To subscribe and claim your offer,

 A year’s worth of issues of Britannica Magazine 
starting in April 2022 (including bumper issues in 
summer and winter)

 FREE Britannica Children’s Encyclopedia worth £25

 FREE introductory issue of Britannica Magazine

 FREE digital editions for your tablet and computer

FREE 
BOOK 

WORTH 
£25!

NEW 
MAGAZINE!
FOR KIDS 
AGED 7+

C
S
S

M

F
N

Scan this 
QR code:

Or call:

01778 
392479

go to www.britannicamagazine.com

WWOOWW!!
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SPORTSPORT  
IN IN 

PICTURESPICTURES

Lionel Messi won the Ballon D’or for a record 
seventh time. Awarded to the best footballer 
of the year, Messi had already collected the 
trophy more times than any other player!
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Due to COVID-19, Portuguese side Belenenses SAD only had nine players able 

them with only six! Belenenses were 7-0 down at the time

Germany’s Tobias Müller took an impressive tumble while competing in  

Winter Olympics
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Alfan Kiyanga playing for Tanzania in the 2021 Cup of African Nations 
for Amputees Football. The top four teams qualify for the 2022 Amputee 
Football World Cup more than £1m for research into motor neurone disease
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constructors’ titles 
were won by the 
Williams team under 
the leadership of 
Sir Frank Williams, 
who has died aged 

79. The F1 legend founded the 
team in 1977, and during his time in 
charge saw seven Williams drivers, 
including Nigel Mansell and Alain 
Prost, become world champion.

competitors 
amazingly shared 
gold in the Skeleton 
World Cup in 

their two runs with 
a combined time of one minute 
and 46.04 seconds! Great Britain’s 
Matt Weston shared the podium 
with China’s Geng Wenqiang and 
Germany’s Christopher Grotheer.

9

3

holes were 
won by Bryson 
DeChambeau in 
a grudge match 
against Brooks 
Koepka. The long-

hole competition for charity, but 
Koepka only needed to play nine 
to claim the bragging rights. Asked 
afterwards if they were now friends, 
the Americans both replied: “No!”

0
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The last weekend of November saw the 
UK battered by blizzards and strong 
gales. The early wintry weather wasn’t 
ideal for playing sport but, although 
some games had to be postponed, 
most matches went ahead.
In the Premier League, Leicester City 
took on Watford at the King Power 
Stadium. Despite the snowy conditions, 
there was a warm reception from the 
Foxes’ fans for the Hornets’ manager 
Claudio Ranieri, who led Leicester to 

The friendly welcome didn’t extend to 
the pitch, however, with City’s James 
Maddison scoring in the 16th minute. 
Watford levelled, before Jamie Vardy 
added two more. Another two goals 

However, the game had to be stopped 
in the second half to clear the snow 
– and Vardy claimed afterwards that 
a Watford player was attempting to 
have the game abandoned!
Although this game was completed, 
the match between Burnley and 
Tottenham didn’t even begin. Heavy 
snow meant that the game was called 

only action on the pitch came from 
ground staff sweeping with brooms 
and players throwing snowballs! 
This was particularly bad news for 
Spurs supporters Ken and Brandi 
Saxton, who travelled for 34 hours 
from Dallas, USA, to watch the game! 

Luckily, their story was spotted on 
social media by Tottenham striker 
Harry Kane, who invited them to watch 
a Spurs home game as his guest.

THANKS to Storm Arwen, football teams had the weather to battle against, as well as the opposition…

IB
SF

Watford’s Ozan Tufan takes on 
Leicester’s Boubakary Soumaré

WINTRY WINTRY 
WINNERSWINNERS

ROSES RISE TO 
THE CHALLENGE
IT was a game of two halves when England took on 

England’s recent record against Jamaica suggested this might be 
a tough match, with the Sunshine Girls having won four of the last 

had a narrow lead of 11-10. Their impressive performance continued 

In the third quarter, the Roses were able to take control. Goal attack 
Eleanor Cardwell was brought off the bench before half time – 
and her partnership with Jo Harten proved particularly fruitful, as 

quarter left to play. 

due to a superb defensive display from Layla Guscoth and Beth 
Cobden – and the support from the home crowd. The Roses 
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Tottenham’s 
Lucas Moura 
trades footballs 
for snowballs!

Bryson DeChambeau 
(left) and Brooks Koepka

England’s Layla Guscoth successfully 
sees off another challenge from Jamaica

Wenqiang and Grotheer
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