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First News? 
NEW YEAR SALE!

 

OTTERS
OTTER numbers in Wales have 
seen a big drop, causing people 
to worry about the state of the 
UK’s rivers. A survey found that 
numbers have dropped by 22% 
since 2010. Now, experts will 
check on numbers in England, 
too. Researchers are looking into 
what could be behind the decline, 
including polluted rivers. 

COMMON CRANES
LAST year was the most successful 
year for the common crane – 
the UK’s tallest bird – since the 

revealed that there were a record-
breaking 72 pairs of the birds 
across the UK in 2021. That’s the 
highest number since cranes 
returned from extinction in the  
UK in 1979. 

 

 

EDITOR’S  
COMMENT

5. HEADLINES FirstNews     Issue 816    

GOODGOOD
WEEKWEEK

BADBAD
WEEKWEEK

WOW!WOW!  

Dr Alvin Helden from Anglia Ruskin 
University in the UK found the leafhopper 

The tiny, shiny creature, measuring just 6.5mm (0.24in), is from a rare 
group of leafhoppers that hasn’t been spotted since 1969. 
Dr Helden called the discovery a “once-in-a-lifetime achievement” and 
has named the new species Phlogis kibalensis.

NEW ROAD 
SAFETY RULES

The Government has updated the 
Highway Code (rules for the road) to 
tackle road safety concerns. It comes 
following a rise in road deaths for the 

Drivers of larger vehicles must 
recognise now that they can cause 
the greatest harm to smaller vehicles, 
horse riders, cyclists and pedestrians, 
the updated rule book says.
The update to the Highway Code  
now says that drivers should stop for 
pedestrians crossing or waiting to 
cross at junctions. 
Drivers now shouldn’t cut across 
cyclists when turning or changing 
lanes, whether the cyclist is in a cycle 

lane or not. Drivers must also leave  
at least 1.5 metres (5ft) when 
overtaking a cyclist. 
They must also pass horses at a 
maximum of 10mph and give  
them 2m (6.5ft) of space.
Cyclists are allowed to ride in the 
centre of lanes on quieter roads so 
they can be seen more easily, and 
two cyclists can ride alongside  
each other.
The new rules are already causing 
aguments between different road 
users though, with some arguing 
that they’re making things more 
confusing. 
What do you think? 

GREEN 
CORRIDOR 
IN BATH
The corridor – a 4.8km (three-mile) 
stretch of open green space – will 
run along the River Avon between the 
centre of Bath and the local area. 
The National Trust, which protects 
our history and spaces, hopes the 
move will improve people’s access to 
nature and promote better wellbeing. 
Hilary McGrady, from the Trust, said: 
“Connecting up green spaces isn’t 
just good for people, it’s also good for 
wildlife, allowing animals and birds to 
move from one habitat to another.”

The huge corridor will cover about 
40 hectares (99 acres) and feature 

meadows.
The National Trust has announced 
plans to create another 19 green 
corridors in England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland by 2030.
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MUSIC streaming service Spotify has been 
accused of hosting podcasts that spread 
misinformation (wrong information)  
about COVID-19.
Three veteran musicians, Neil Young, Joni Mitchell 
and Nils Lofgren, are so disappointed with Spotify 
that they’ve asked for all their music to be taken off 
the site. Spotify is one of the world’s biggest music 
streaming services, but also gets accused of not 
paying musicians fairly.
Some of Spotify’s top podcasts get millions of 
listeners every episode, but some have been 
criticised for putting out dangerous ideas about 
COVID-19. Spotify says it will put a warning on future 
episodes, directing people to its ‘COVID-19 Guide’, but 
has refused to ban episodes.

ROCK STARS 
ROCK SPOTIFY“FAILURE OF 

LEADERSHIP” 
IN No 10

A REPORT into parties held in Downing 
Street was released this week, but it 
hasn’t really helped to clear up many of 
the questions that people had.
The prime minister and other people working 
in Downing Street, the Government’s HQ, 
have been accused of having parties there 
when the rest of the country was in lockdown. 
People had been waiting for the report by 

several days. She had to leave details out of 
her report because there is a separate police 
investigation going on.
 “I am extremely limited in what I can say 
about those events and it is not possible at 
present to provide a meaningful report,” she 
wrote.
There have been claims of gatherings indoors 
and outdoors at Downing Street, giving Boris 
Johnson a tough few weeks. Some of his own 
MPs have called for him to quit his job, while 
many had been waiting for this report to make 
up their minds. 
Although the report is only a few pages 
long, Gray says that there were “failures of 
leadership and judgment by different parts of 

The report says that “some of the events 
should not have been allowed to take place” or 
to “develop as they did”, but Gray says it’s up 
to the police to decide whether they broke the 
rules that were in place at the time. However, 
she did say she was unimpressed with people 
drinking a lot of alcohol at the gatherings. She 
said that wasn’t “appropriate in a professional 
workplace at any time”.
Now, people are waiting to see what the police 
report says.
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ENGLISH teachers have said they want their 
pupils to be tested on a more diverse range  
of books. 

teachers by Teacher Tapp for Pearson. Some 80% of 
secondary teachers and 69% of primary teachers 
said that the set texts (books that every pupil has 

(black, Asian or minority ethnic) authors.
The teachers said that more diverse books would be 

What do you think? Do you think your school has 
enough diversity in the books that you read?

TEACHERS 
WANT MORE 
DIVERSE BOOKS
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WOW!WOW! A PAIR of male Humboldt penguins 
have become foster parents to a new 
hatchling at an American zoo.

Gifford Zoo in Syracuse, took care of an egg 
from a pair of breeding penguins who had  
a history of breaking them.
The male pair had already shown they could 
look after a dummy egg properly, so keepers 
swapped the dummy for a genuine egg, 

were exemplary in every aspect of egg care.”
The chick was hatched on New Year’s Day 
and, as you can see from the picture here, 
the pair now have a cute chick of their own!

The  PM leaves No 10 on 
his way to Parliament 
to make a statement 
about the report.
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A FROG has grown back a missing leg in an 
experiment that is hoped to be a step towards 
helping humans grow back body parts.

MILKY WAY MYSTERY
DID you know that this strange-looking radium 

time in 60 years?

The Cancer Revolution: Science, 
innovation and hope

 

This report is from the Science Museum in London

A TEAM of scientists in Australia have discovered an unusual spinning 
object in our Milky Way galaxy. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A SPACEX rocket that has been 

collision course with the moon.
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A SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket 
blasting off in 2015

The Milky Way
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ROCKET SET 
TO CRASH 
INTO MOONSCIENTISTS GROW 

BACK FROG’S LEG 
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Visit www.saferinternet.org.uk for more tips on staying 
safe online and resources for teachers

MAKING 
ONLINE 
SAFETY 
CLICKCLICK
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If you’re worried about any online experiences, talk to 
a trusted adult or speak to someone at Childline by 

going to childline.org.uk or calling 0800 11 11.

THE internet is a remarkable tool for connecting people around the world. 
A global campaign is helping to ensure that everyone stays safe while having 
fun online. 

Computer code… of conduct
Whether you’re into gaming, sharing videos or chatting with friends, there are plenty of ways to 
interact online. And since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, people have increasingly 
relied on the internet, especially when stuck at home during lockdowns. A recent survey by the 
UK Safer Internet Centre discovered that 77% of young people spent more time playing online 
games and apps during the pandemic than they did before it started.
But not all interactions on the internet end enjoyably. The survey also found that 41% of young 
people have had to block or report another user because of their behaviour and 62% have 
had friend requests from people they don’t know. To help promote good conduct online, Safer 
Internet Day is celebrated globally every year – this year, it takes place on 8 February.  
Last year’s Safer Internet Day saw a virtual event live-streamed from London’s BT Tower, 

young internet users. The Welsh Government invited children to take part in the Tackling 
Misinformation Digital Storytelling Competition. In Scotland, Minister for Children and Young 
People Maree Todd spoke about why Safer Internet Day is so vital.

The theme of this year’s event, organised by the UK Safer Internet 
Centre, is “All fun and games? Exploring respect and relationships 
online.” And there are many ways to maintain fun and respect 
when you’re gaming or chatting.
Remember, what you say online can strongly affect someone 
else’s feelings. If a conversation is getting heated, it can pay to 
pause for a moment before you post a comment. It’s much better 
to use your words to make someone happy, rather than leave 
them feeling hurt or angry. It’s also important to respect other 
people’s boundaries. No-one should be pressured into doing 
something that they’re not comfortable with – and neither  
should you, of course. 
Many apps have safety tools such as block and report buttons. 
Make sure your friends know where these are when you’re chatting 
or playing – and don’t be afraid to use them. When you look out for 
each other, you’re helping to keep everyone safe online.
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RULES TO REMEMBER
Frazzled by fake news? Miffed at misleading content? 
Following these tips will help you enjoy connecting online.

IDENTIFY IMPOSTERS!
Be aware that not everyone online is trustworthy. They may 
be pretending to be someone else. Remember that it’s easy 
to hide behind a headset.

STAY SMART!
Never give out personal details, such 
as where you live or go to school. And if 
you’ve been sent a link that you’re not 
sure about, don’t click on it.

SPEAK UP!
If you’re upset about something you’ve 
seen on the internet, or an online friend 
suggests meeting in the real world, you must always 

getting support.
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Visit www.comicrelief.com/rednoseday or follow @ComicRelief on social media for the latest Red Nose Day news and information

Comic Relief co-founder Sir Lenny Henry said:  
“The spirit of Red Nose Day, like you know only too 
well, is for everyone to get involved and to get the 
vibe of helping someone else that they don’t know. 
It’s always been that and what could be better? I’ve 
been inspired by so many people, and it’s usually 
members of the public who do extraordinary 
things. I’m always amazed by how dedicated and 
passionate the people that run the projects are – 
both in the developing world and in this country –  
to help better the lives of so many. So, to anybody 
who has fundraised to support these life-changing 
projects, I personally thank you because we 
wouldn’t be able to do this stuff without you  
guys. You are the people who inspire me.”

McFly star Harry Judd said: “Red Nose Day really 
holds a close place in my heart and I’m so pleased 
to be a part of it again this year. Me and my band 
McFly were lucky enough to do the Comic Relief 
single back in 2005 with All About You and I’ve seen 

We had such a laugh making this sketch and I’m 
so happy to be able to help raise awareness for an 
amazing cause, and it’s a bonus to have loads of 
fun in the process.”

Vick Hope said: “I always feel so honoured to be 
involved with Comic Relief. I’ve taken part in some 
amazing projects to help raise awareness over  
the years and I’ll always remember Red Nose Day 
being such an exciting day when I was at school.  
It’s so brilliant to have a bit of a laugh, have fun, be 
silly but also make a difference at the same time – 
and that’s how it should be. I’m really  
excited for this year and it feels very  
special to feature in this sketch.”

Oti Mabuse said: “The thing I love so much about 
Red Nose Day is that it supports so many incredible 
causes and the money helps thousands of families, 
not only in the UK but around the world. I come from 

knowing that even just a little bit – whether £5 or 
£100 – goes a long way, shows just how much every 
donation can help make a difference to those who 
need it most.”

TV presenter Joel Dommett said: “I’m so proud 
to be working with Red Nose Day this year! It’s a 
legendary part of the television landscape and I’ve 
grown up watching it, so to be involved is a dream 
come true! Red Nose Day raises huge amounts of 
cash for some brilliant causes, while helping spread 
happiness to communities that need it most.”

RED NOSE RED NOSE 
DAYDAY IS  IS 
BACK!BACK!

IT’S Red Nose Day again on 18 March, and this year, the aim of the campaign is to remind people that they have the power to change lives. Every 
year, people in the UK and around the world are helped by money raised on Red Nose Day. For 2022, a host of celebrities will be taking part in 
amazing fundraisers, starting with a very funny Red Nose Day sketch. Some of the stars taking part in the sketch told us why Red Nose Day is  
such a special day, and why they got involved. 
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Written and illustrated by Paul Palmer

AN 11-year-old Muggle has broken the 
record for identifying the most Harry Potter 

Eli Chmelik from Essex gave 19 correct answers 
during the magical challenge and said he could 
have got even more, and that it felt “very strange”  
to hold the record! 
The schoolboy revealed that he’s been practising for 
the feat by reading the Harry Potter books multiple 
times and getting his friends and family to test him. 

and called it “a very impressive achievement”. 

MAGICAL 
MEMORY

A 12-YEAR-old schoolboy known as The Doodle Boy has signed a deal 

Joe Whale from Shrewsbury is to become a “co-creator” for the brand and help 
encourage kids to be more creative.
The artist, who used to get told off for doodling in class, became an internet 
sensation when his after-school art teacher posted some of his work on 
Instagram. The sketches even attracted fans such as the Duke and Duchess  
of Cambridge. 
Joe has since illustrated children’s books (he’s got his own coming out 
this year!) and has created artworks for public spaces such as hospitals, 
restaurants and even an American TV set. 
Joe said: “I just keep telling myself, do what you love, do what you love, doodle. 
It feels very good. I’m really proud of myself.”

TEDDY 
BEAR 
TOSS

DIDDID
YOUYOU

KNOWKNOW

DOODLE 
BOY SIGNS 
NIKE DEAL!

been created by a craftsman 

Padraig O’Dubhlaoidh said he 
glued the instrument together 

using steamed fruit rather than 
animal-based glue. The violin, which 

costs a cool £8,000, features no animal 
products at all. It’s instead held together 

using glue made from steamed pears, berries and spring 

registered with The Vegan Society’s trademark.

 
 

one of his artworks
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thrown onto the ice during a hockey 
 

American Hockey League team, to help 
local charities during their match against 
the Hartford Wolf Pack. 
Fans were so keen to get in on the action 
that thousands of bears made it into the 
stadium. In fact, when the throwing event 

skating rink was covered within seconds.
The team said that after all the teddies were 
collected up, they’d broken their previous 
world record of 45,765 toys, set in 2019.
The impressive collection of teddies has 
now been donated to more than 25 local 
charities, including the Autism Society 

Miracle Network Hershey.

 
be Dumbledore’s 

model pupil!
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CAN you complete our crossword puzzle 
using the clues below?
Send in your answers and one winner will win  
a signed copy of What’s New Harper Drew? Join 
Harper Drew as she works out how to deal with 
daily catastrophes… one journal entry at a time!
Available from all good bookshops.

WIN! A SIGNED COPY 
OF WHAT’S NEW 
HARPER DREW?

8 3 9 2 5
7 5 8 6 4

5 6
7 4 9 3

1 3 5
9 8 7 6
7 9

1 3 4 2 6
6 5 7 1 3

numbers one to nine?

SUDOKU SUDOKU 

WORD WHEEL

SE
E h

ow
 m

any words of three or more letters you can make, using the m
iddle

let
te

r in
 each one. And can you  nd the word that uses all the letters?

WORD
LADDER

SEE if you can get from the 
top of the ladder to the 

bottom by changing one 
letter at a time to make 

a new word.

WISE

LAMB

C E
T

T
RI

H

C
A

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8

9 10 11

12 13 14

15

16 17 18

19

ACROSS
1 Move from one place  
to another (8)
6 Rodents (4)
7 Playground seats that  
move back and forth when 
pushed (6)
9 A piece of tortilla topped  
with melted cheese (5) 

11 Clean by brushing (5)
12 Normal; standard (5)

13 Ride a bike (5)
16 Condition that can 

make it hard to breathe (6)
18 An arm or a leg (4)

19 Musical instrument (8)

DOWN
1 A large hairy spider (9)
2 Loft (5)
3 Opposite of slow (4)
4 Network of train tracks (7) 
5 Animal that barks (3)
8 Ninth month of the year (9)
10 
14 A young person (5)
15 Soft bathroom mineral 
powder (4) 
17 Star that gives 
us heat and 
light (3)
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But China is facing a lot of criticism over human rights 
abuses. In the western region of Xinjiang, the government 
has been accused of persecuting (cruelly treating) the 
mostly Muslim Uighur people. 
The US and others have accused China of committing 
genocide (killing an entire race or group) in Xinjiang. 
Amnesty and Human Rights Watch have both published 
reports accusing China of crimes against humanity.
People in Hong Kong, meanwhile, have lost many of their 
freedoms in recent years, including the right to protest.
Leaders and diplomats from the UK, the US, Canada and 
Australia won’t be attending the Winter Games, as a form 
of protest against China.
Athletes have been strictly warned not to protest.  
A member of the Winter Olympics organising committee 
warned that if athletes say or do anything that is “against 
the Olympic spirit”, they will face “certain punishment”. 
Trust is so low that some competitors are worried that 
Chinese authorities might hack their phones and steal 
personal information.

HUMAN 
RIGHTS IN THE 
SPOTLIGHT

THE 24th Winter Olympics start today (4 February) in Beijing, China and run until 
20 February. Team GB are targeting between three and seven medals, more than 

are some of the athletes who might just help GB hit that target.

IN China, the Winter Games are already being 
called a success by government-run news 
organisations. 

HOW TO WATCH
Live coverage of the Beijing Games will be on BBC TV, 

on Eurosport and the Discovery+ app. 
Beijing is eight hours ahead of the UK, so some of 
the events will take place overnight our time, but the 
BBC is showing daily highlights 
programmes on BBC Two  
and BBC Three. 
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TEAM GB GO TEAM GB GO 
FOR OLYMPIC 
GLORY
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THE DISCIPLINES

 Alpine skiing
 Biathlon
 Bobsleigh
 Cross-county skiing
 Curling
 Figure skating
 Freestyle skiing
 Ice hockey

 Luge
 Nordic combined
 Short track skating
 Skeleton
 Ski jumping 
 Snowboarding
 Speed skating

There will be a record 109 

in seven different sports at 
the Beijing Games.

WOW!WOW!

DAVE RYDING
The slalom skier goes 
into the Olympics on 
top form, having won 
his – and Britain’s – first 
ever World Cup gold 
medal a few weeks ago. 
Britain has never won 
an alpine medal at the 

has a real chance at a podium finish. 

MATT WESTON
Last November, Weston became the first 
British man to win a skeleton World Cup 
in almost 14 years. He’s also notched up 

involves riding a small sled, known as a 
skeleton, down a frozen track while lying 
face down and head-first!

CHARLOTTE BANKES
The 26-year-old snowboarder competed 
for France, where she moved as a young 

Games in 2014 and 

year ago. Now, she’s 
switched to Britain. 

World Championship 
snowboard cross 
title in 2021.

MEN’S BOBSLEIGH TEAM
Brad Hall, Greg Cackett, Nick Gleeson 
and Taylor Lawrence have won three 
World Cup silvers this season, and are 
fourth in the world rankings. They have an 
excellent chance of winning an Olympic 
medal in Beijing.

IZZY ATKIN

ago, Atkin made history 
when she won Britain’s 
first ever Olympic medal 
in skiing – a bronze in 
the slopestyle. Atkin is 
recovering from a fractured pelvis and has 
withdrawn from the big air event, but still 
plans to compete in the slopestyle.

KIRSTY MUIR (above)
At age 17, Muir is the youngest member 

skier who competes in the slopestyle and 
big air events. Last year, she won her first 
World Cup medal – a slopestyle silver. In 
2020, she won a big air silver at the Winter 
Youth Olympic Games.
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months after 
collapsing at Euro 
2020 with a heart 
problem, Christian 
Eriksen is set for a 
remarkable return 

at Premier League club Brentford. 
The Danish midfielder has joined 
the London team on a six-month 
contract. He now has a type of 
pacemaker fitted, and hopes to  
play at the World Cup this winter. 

February is when this 
year’s Super Bowl 
will take place in the 
USA. The Los Angeles 
Rams will meet the 
Cincinnati Bengals in 

the 56th edition of the annual game. 
Cincinnati reached the Super Bowl 
by beating the Kansas City Chiefs 
27-24, while the Rams (below) came 
from 17-7 down to beat the 
San Francisco 49ers 20-17.

7

13

skiers shared the 
super-G title at 
the World Cup 
meet in Garmisch-
Partenkirchen, 
Germany. Italy’s 

Federica Brignone (below left) 
and Austria’s Cornelia Hütter both 
clocked a time of exactly 1min 
18.19sec. It was Brignone’s third 
World Cup win of the season so far.

2
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Nadal became the first man to win 21 tennis Grand Slam 
titles in the Open era, after an epic five-set victory in the 
final over Russia’s Daniil Medvedev. The final lasted five 
hours and 25 minutes – the second longest slam final ever. 
Nadal defeated Medvedev 2-6, 6-7, 6-4, 6-4, 7-5 in a 
remarkable fightback. It was the first time in his career 
that Nadal had come back from two sets down in a Grand 
Slam final. His achievement was all the more remarkable 
because he hadn’t played for much of 2021 due to a foot 
injury and COVID-19.
The Spaniard has now moved ahead of fellow legends 
Roger Federer and Novak Djokovic, who have both won 20 
titles. Nadal’s amazing achievement has re-started the 
debate over who is the GOAT – the Greatest Of All Time –
and whether that title belongs to him, Federer or Djokovic. 
After his second Aussie Open win, an exhausted Nadal  
said it was “the most unexpected” victory of his career.  
“I am destroyed, honestly, physically,” he said. “I feel lucky  
to achieve one more very special thing in my tennis career.  
I don’t care much if I am the one or not the one or the best 
of the history.”
In the women’s competition, Ashleigh Barty beat the USA’s 
Danielle Collins 6-3, 7-6 to become the first Australian 
woman to win the Australian Open in 44 years. 

Barty didn’t drop a single set in Melbourne. She became 
only the fifth current tennis singles player, male or female, 
to win a Grand Slam on all three surfaces – clay, grass and 
hardcourt. The others are Serena Williams, Roger Federer, 
Rafael Nadal and Novak Djokovic.
History was also made in the wheelchair doubles, where 
Brits Alfie Hewett and Gordon Reid won a ninth Grand Slam 
title in a row. Hewett and Reid haven’t lost a Grand Slam 
final together since Wimbledon in 2019!

RAFAEL 
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ENGLAND 
 Ashes 

England were chasing 257 to win the one-off Women’s Ashes 
Test in Canberra, the Australian capital. It would have been a 

just 12 runs short, which meant the match was drawn and both 
sides earned two points. 
England looked set to pull off the highest successful chase in 
women’s Test history, needing just 45 runs from 60 balls with 
seven wickets left. But in the end, Australia held on and England 

(Thursday 3 February), also in Canberra.

“BEST TEST 
MATCH EVER”
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Ashleigh Barty are the 

HISTORY 
MADE AT 

THE AUSSIE 
OPEN
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