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WILL robots take our jobs? That’s the question everyone’s been 
asking this week because a new AI called ChatGPT has been 
blowing a lot of people’s minds with what it can do. But, can it 
really replace humans? On our science page this week (p9), we’ve 
got a report on how AI is changing your education and how it will 
affect the world of work in the future. But read this report before 
you turn to p9 and guess whether you think it was written by  
a First News journalist or an AI! 

 

by Ian Eddy (or is it?)
 

and software. 

reliable results.

AI and the future of work

to create personalised 

recommendations based 
on customer preferences, 

meet customer needs.

potential to shape the future 

ensure that it’s used to create 
opportunities and empower 
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So what do you think? Did a 
human or a computer write 
this? Make your choice then We go nuts 

for squirrels!

DID A ROBOT 
WRITE THIS?
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a First News journalist or an AI!

It’s Chinese 
New Year
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Beavers join 
Ukraine war

6

12

WOW!WOW!

iS
to

ck



Quick NewsQuick News

A total of 3,796 seal pups have been born 
in Norfolk so far this winter, almost double 
the number in 2019, when the total pup 
count was 2,069. Peter Ansell, chairman of 
Friends of Horsey Seals, said the booming 

the moment the North Sea is providing 

50% of the world’s population of grey 
seals can be found on the British coast.

Prince Harry’s book, Spare, has become 

day on sale in the US, Canada and the UK 
combined, and 400,000 in the UK alone. 
But his own popularity has fallen says poll 
company You Gov with just 24% of Britons 
thinking positively about him now.

The Daily Mile Foundation has announced 
that four million children, across 90 
countries worldwide, are taking part in 
The Daily Mile. The idea is for children to 
run or jog at their own pace for 15 minutes 
every day, which has been proven to help 
improve children’s physical health, mental 
wellbeing and learning. Elaine Wyllie 
MBE, founder of The Daily Mile, said: “It is 
staggering to see how this initiative has 
grown into a global movement in a little 

The famous Hollywood sign, which 
overlooks Los Angeles in the US, is to get 
a new visitor centre. The sign, which is 100 
years old this year, was only supposed to 
stand for 18 months when it was built in 
1923. Originally reading ‘Hollywoodland’, 
the sign was put up as an advert for a 
new housing development in the hills 
above the Hollywood district in LA. Since 

and TV shows. The Hollywood Sign Trust, 
which looks after the sign, says that the 
visitor centre will allow visitors to get 

roots of the Hollywood Sign, its legendary 
stories, and the epic hopes and dreams 

Record number of 
seal pups in Norfolk

Record sales for 
Prince Harry’s book

Four million kids 
running a mile a day

Hollywood sign to get 
visitor centre

James Webb Space 

exoplanet

Nearly 1,000 police 

within UK schools

Beavers to return to 
Hampshire

The James Webb Space Telescope 

exoplanet, named LHS 465 b. An 
exoplanet is a planet that’s spotted 
outside of our solar system. The data 
gathered by the JWST found that LHS 
465 b is a rocky, Earth-sized world 
that’s 41 light years away from Earth. 
NASA says it’s likely that there are 

the Milky Way galaxy alone and that 
the JWST will be able to tell scientists 
lots about these other worlds.

UK’s schools, says race equality 
group, the Runnymede Trust. It 

in London, and are more likely to 
be found in more deprived areas. 

teachers to help students in trouble, 
but some have the power to stop 
and search, which an expert at the 
Runnymede Trust described as 

Salisbury, from the University of 
Manchester, says having more police 
in schools is something we should 
all be concerned about. He says the 
message is that “what is expected 
of young people is not academic 

very damaging.

will be living in Hampshire. A pair of the 
mammals are being returned to the 
area as part of efforts to improve the 
biodiversity of Ewhurst Park in the south 
of England. Children from schools nearby 
can enter a competition to name the 
furry pair. Beavers are known as dam-
builders, and a recent study found that 
these dams have a good effect on  
the wildlife around them, helping to 

and creating wetland habitats for other 
species. Beavers are native to the UK, but 
became extinct in all four nations after 
being hunted for their fur and meat.

The UK has said it will send 14 tanks to 

nation to send battle tanks to the country 

France and Poland have said that they’re 
also planning to send tanks. Defence 
Secretary Ben Wallace said the plans 
were part of a new wave of military aid 

so far. Mr Wallace has called on Germany 
to join the UK in sending tanks.

UK to give tanks to 
Ukraine

Tim Cook, the chief of tech company 
Apple, will take a pay cut of more than 
40% this year. Last year, Mr Cook received 
$99.4 million (£81.3m) for his work at 
Apple. Over a third of investors said that 
was too much money when Apple had 
not been as successful in 2022, so Mr 
Cook asked to be given 40% less this  
year – around $49m (£40m).

2

Apple boss to take 
40% pay cut
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Oil company chief to 
lead COP28

The United Arab Emirates (UAE) says that 
Sultan Ahmed Al Jaber, chief executive 

Oil Company, will lead the COP28 global 
climate talks later this year. COP28 will 
be hosted in the UAE, one of the world’s 
biggest producers of oil and gas. A 
spokesperson for climate campaigners 
350.org said the appointment was like 
putting the CEO of a cigarette company 
in charge of a cancer cure conference. 
However, the UN’s former climate chief 

renewable energy.
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The United States is looking into more 
than 500 reports of UFO sightings. UFOs, or 

experts. In the summer of 2021, the US said 
it was investigating records of 144 UAP 
sightings. Since then, there have been 
another 247 reports of UAP sightings! 

reports that were buried in old records. 

US government 
examines UFO reports

population has fallen. The number of 
people in the country in 2022 was 1.4118 
billion – 850,000 less than in 2021. The 
number of births in China has been falling  

years that there were more deaths than 
there were births. It’s thought that later 
this year, India will overtake China as the 
country with the largest population.

China’s population 
suffers rare fall

by Aaron Henderson
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The sign was recently repainted, 
ahead of its 100th anniversary
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A SPACE rescue vessel will launch a month 
earlier than planned, to make sure there 
are enough working escape pods on 
board the International Space Station 
(ISS).

Last month the Soyuz MS-22 spacecraft 
that is currently docked at the ISS was hit 
by a tiny meteoroid. It caused the craft’s 

There’s only one other ‘escape pod’ on the 
ISS right now, but it can only carry four of 
the seven people currently onboard.

As a result, Roscosmos, the Russian 
space agency, will launch the Soyuz 
MS-23 mission on 20 February, a month 
earlier than planned. The emergency 
replacement craft will pick up two Russian 
cosmonauts and one US astronaut from 
the ISS and bring them safely back to Earth.

THE response times of ambulances in England were 
the longest on record in December 2022. Wait times 
in accident and emergency departments have also 
worsened, with more than half of patients waiting  

that category one incidents – calls from people with 
life-threatening illnesses or injuries – took an average of 
10 minutes and 57 seconds to respond to. The target for 
these urgent calls is seven minutes.

Category two incidents – emergencies such as heart 
attacks and strokes – have a target response time of 18 
minutes, but in December the average was one hour, 32 
minutes and 54 seconds.

The National Health Service (NHS) continues to 
struggle with a lot of issues, from a lack of staff and 
available beds to strikes from NHS nurses, ambulance 
workers and physiotherapists. Striking NHS workers say 
that, as well as wanting more pay for their jobs, the NHS 
has become unsafe for patients, with too many patients 
and not enough staff to give adequate care. 

Many NHS groups have warned people not to take 

risks while ambulance strikes are happening and to only 
call 999 if a situation is life-threatening. But it’s only part 

NHS, where more 999 calls were taken last December 
than ever before.

Earlier this month, The Royal College of Emergency 
Medicine said between 300 and 500 people could be 
dying each week due to delays in emergency care. 
Meanwhile, Matthew Taylor from the NHS Confederation 
accused the Government of “playing catch-up” despite 
many organisations “warning about what is coming” for 
a long time.

A STUDY has shown that growing food with products 
taken from human wee and poo is safe.

Most of the nutrients needed to help plants grow can 
be found in human wee and poo. Urine has high levels of 
important elements like nitrogen and potassium, while poo 
has nutrients that are good for soil.

The study used human waste fertilisers to grow 
cabbages. They wanted to see if they grew as well as 
those using more common fertilisers – ones made from 
chemicals or manure (animal poo). Another important 
thing to check was if it is safe, as wee and poo can contain 
harmful microscopic organisms or traces of drugs and 
medicines that someone might have taken.

The results found that using the wee fertiliser was best, 
and just as good as a more common fertiliser. A mix of wee 
and poo was second best, and using just poo produced 
the smallest amount of cabbages. It was also found that 
the risk from using human waste as fertiliser was low.

Dr Ariane Krause, lead author of the study, said that 
fertiliser which came from wee had “huge potential” as 
a fertiliser in farming. She wants to see more of these 
recycled products used in the future, as they are better 
for the environment and cause less pollution than some 
synthetic (not natural) fertilisers.

The full study was published in the journal Frontiers in 
Environmental Science. 

Human 
waste 
is safe 
to grow 
food

Mission to bring space crew home

TEACHERS in England and Wales have voted to go on strike in February and March. 

TEACHERS VOTE TO 
GO ON STRIKE

Longest wait ever for ambulances

Would you eat food fertilised by human waste?

That could mean you missing school 
because more than 23,000 schools 
across both countries will be affected.

The decision by teachers on Monday 
follows strike action already taking 
place by teachers in Scotland, where  
First News readers may have already 
missed school due to strikes.

Teachers represented by the National 
Education Union (NEU) in England and 
Wales have said seven days of strikes 
will take place in February and March, 

Three strike dates – 1 February, 15 and 
16 March – are planned across both 
countries, while the remaining four will 
only affect certain areas. The NEU said 
individual schools would only face four 

days of closures at most. 
What does this mean for you? Well, 

the teachers’ strike could see you taking 
online lessons once again like at the 
height of the Covid-19 lockdowns.

The Government’s Education 
Secretary Gillian Keegan said the 
decision to strike was “deeply 
disappointing for parents and for 
children. Obviously, after the pandemic, 

we are already trying to catch up.”
In Scotland, teachers have begun 

16 days of strikes, each day affecting 
two areas of the country. Teachers 
in Northern Ireland are also said to 
be considering strike action over pay 
towards the end of February. 

Let us know at 

Ambulances 
carrying sick 

or injured 
people 
queue 

outside the 
Royal London 

Hospital
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From left to right: Frank Rubio, Sergey Prokopyev and Dmitri Petelin 
will be brought home with the Soyuz MS-23 spacecraft next month
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Amritsar, India

California, USA

Surakarta, Indonesia

COLOURFUL octopus tentacles can be seen at the Royal Opera House as part of the 
Mumbai Urban Art Festival.

HINDUS pay their respects at the Golden Temple in celebration of the Maghi festival, or 
Makar Sankranti. The festival is held in honour of the sun god Surya Dev, who is believed 
to have defeated and killed a demon named Sankarasur.

TWO vehicles fell into a sinkhole that opened up under the road during heavy rain, but 
both drivers and passengers were rescued. Powerful storms have pounded much of 
California since the beginning of the year, compared to the past three years of severe 
drought experienced by most of the state.

CHINESE dragon dancers perform during the Grebeg Sudiro festival as part of the Lunar 
New Year celebrations. The festival is an introduction to the Lunar New Year, which 
starts on 22 January this year, welcoming the Year of the Rabbit.

28 Jan – 3 Feb 2022Byline - John DoeNews In PicturesNews In Pictures4 by Kirsty MacDonald 20 – 26 January 2023
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 Luetzerath, Germany

CLIMATE activist Greta Thunberg (left) joins a protest march at a coal mine to save the 
village of Luetzerath. Police have been kicking out environmental activists who have 
taken over the abandoned village, which is set to be knocked down to make way for the 
mine to be made bigger.
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LOTS of MPs want social media bosses to be sent to 
prison if they don’t protect children’s online safety.

A group of Conservative MPs are calling for the 
Government to introduce tougher rules for those in charge 
of sites such as Facebook and Twitter, who they say aren’t 
doing enough to protect young people. 

The MPs have signed an amendment (a change) to the 
UK’s Online Safety Bill, which could see bosses being jailed 
for up to two years if they break the new laws. The Labour 
Party is also backing the change, along with the children’s 
charity, the NSPCC.

The Online Safety Bill aims to protect children and 
young people from harmful content online by removing  

A Downing Street spokesperson said: “Our aim is to hold 
to account social media platforms for harmful content, 
while also ensuring the UK remains a great place to invest 
and grow a tech business. We will carefully consider all 
the proposed amendments to the online safety bill.”

Social media bosses could 
go to jail if they don’t protect 
children

Chocolate 
lovers
THE sweet treat could be getting 
healthier. Scientists studied what 
creates the melt-in-the-mouth sensation when 
you eat chocolate, and discovered that chocolate 

chocolate that is much healthier for you, but still 
tastes as good as a high-fat product. 

Dolphins
THE marine animals are 
struggling to hear each other 
because noise pollution has 
become so bad. A new study 
has found that dolphins are making 
their whistles louder, “shouting” to be heard over 
noises created by humans, such as shipping and 
construction. Dolphins need to communicate in 

could be very bad for them. 

EDITOR’S 
COMMENT
TESLA boss Elon Musk has 
called developments in 

I know what he means.  

First News Towers!  

report on p9 and see what you think. Please do 
take part in the poll and send us your comments. 

First News.

GOODGOOD
WEEKWEEK

BADBAD
WEEKWEEK
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URGENT action is needed to protect children affected by 
a widespread food and nutrition crisis, say several United 

More than 30 million children in the 15 worst-affected 
countries are suffering from severe lack of food. Eight 
million of these children are severely wasted, which is  
the deadliest form of undernutrition (when someone 
doesn’t get enough of the right kind of foods). 

of living are all affecting the number of young people 

who are suffering. Health and nutrition services are also 
becoming harder to access. 

Organization, are calling for much faster progress to be 
made on the Global Action Plan on Child Wasting. The 
plan aims to prevent and protect children suffering from 
malnutrition in countries such as Afghanistan, Ethiopia, 
Kenya and Madagascar. It’s hoped that those most in 
need will get special foods and healthcare as quickly as 
possible. 

Nicky Cox MBE
THE 
for 2022 is ‘Queen’, says Oxford 
University Press. 

Almost half of children (46%) 
surveyed chose Queen as their 
word of the year, followed by 
‘happy’ (36%) in second place 
and ‘chaos’ (14%) in third. 

When children were asked 
why they chose Queen, they said 
it was because of the sadness 
and loss at Queen Elizabeth II 
passing away last year, as well 
as the pride of her being our 
monarch for so long. More girls 
than boys chose the word. 

‘Cool’ was revealed to be the 
top slang word.
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Queen Elizabeth II

YOUR WORD OF THE 
YEAR IS… QUEEN!

Let us know at 

Should social media bosses face jail if they 
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Get First News online and delivered to your 
home every week, or recommend First News to 
a friend with our fantastic introductory offer of 
four weeks for free. 

Visit 

DON’T MISS OUT!
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A POWERFUL laser can create a virtual lightning 
rod and change the path of lightning strikes, 
says a new study. 

Physicist Aurélien Houard and his colleagues 
were behind the experiment to see whether 
beaming a laser into the sky could guide 
a lightning strike. In 2021, they conducted 
experiments on a mountain called Säntis in 
Switzerland using a laser the size of a large car! 

second, was placed near a telecommunications 
tower that is struck by lightning around 100 
times a year. The team then watched what 
happened during a thunderstorm. 

Over six hours, they found that the laser 
managed to divert the course of four lightning 
strikes. One of the strikes was also recorded by 
high-speed cameras and shown to follow the 
laser’s path for more than 50 metres.

Right now, the most common lightning 
protection device is a Franklin rod or lightning 
conductor, an electrically conducting metal 
mast that attracts lightning strikes and guides 
them safely to the ground.

better lightning protection methods for things 
like power stations, airports and tall buildings. 

The study was published in Nature Photonics. 

LASER CAN 
DIVERT 
LIGHTNING

A NINE-YEAR-old from the USA has discovered the huge tooth of  
a Megalodon shark. 

Molly found the 13cm-long (5in) tooth on Calvert Beach in Maryland on 
Christmas Day. She was walking with her family when she suddenly spotted it 
in the water. 

Molly later took her discovery to the Calvert Marine Museum so that experts 
could have a closer look. 

The palaeontologists (fossil experts) were delighted to reveal that the giant 
tooth did in fact belong to a Megalodon, a species of shark that lived more 
than 3.5 million years ago! 

Dr Stephen Godfrey, the museum’s curator of palaeontology, said it was  

against Russian army
BEAVERS are helping to defend Ukraine’s borders 
from Russian attacks – and they don’t even know it! 

The animals have been building dams that are 
making the ground marshy and impossible to travel 
over. Usually wildlife experts would stop the beavers 
from doing this, but because of the war they haven’t 
had the chance. 

The dams and miles of river banks and thick 
mud are now proving a good defence against any 
possible Russian attacks coming from Ukraine’s 
neighbour Belarus. They’re also giving Ukraine’s 
military more time to train and prepare for any 
further attacks by Russia. 

A SEAL has forced Rochford Reservoir in 
Essex to close to anglers, and the animal 
is said to have eaten almost £3,000 worth 

in December and has since been eating 

It’s also causing a threat to the local ducks.
The RSPCA, Essex Police and British Divers 

Marine Life Rescue have tried to catch the 
seal to return it to safety, but have been 
unsuccessful so far. 

It’s thought the seal got lost and is stuck 
in the reservoir, although probably quite 
pleased with the easy prey. One local 
claimed the seal has doubled in size!
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Could a laser help 
places like airports to 

avoid lightning strikes?

Molly and her family 
love hunting for fossils
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A beaver’s dam

The seal is proving a big 
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Join in the conversation 
and cast your vote! 

Vote at 

WE

Osian George, 

skateboarding 
to be taught in 

skateboarding event 

YOURYOURSAY!SAY!

Chinese communities around the world celebrate the start of the new lunar 
year, with 2023 marking the Year of the Rabbit. (See p20.) 

Scotland pays tribute to one of its national heroes, the poet Robert Burns, 
who was born on this day in 1759. 

DIARYDIARY
DATESDATES
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A new survey asked 70,000 school pupils across 
different year groups and parts of England about how 
safe they felt in school.

While 75% of pupils said they did feel safe, that still left 
25% who reported feeling not at all safe, not very safe or 
only fairly safe. The research found that pupils tended 
to feel less safe as they got older, with about a third of 
pupils in Years 8-11 saying they had felt unsafe, or only 
fairly safe, in the last six months.

The report also found that gay pupils, bisexual pupils 
and those who don’t identify as male or female felt 
much less safe than others. Less than half of those pupils 
had felt safe at school in the last six months. 

Pupils who don’t feel safe were also more likely to miss 
school as a result.

Dame Rachel de Souza, the Children’s Commissioner 
for England, said: “It is testament to [proof of] the hard 
work of school staff who support their students that 75% 
of children reported feeling safe in school. However, that 
leaves a quarter of children – that’s eight in every class 
of 30 – who don’t feel safe.

“Pupil safety is [the most important thing], and the 

for all school leaders. It is only through understanding 
what leads to children feeling unsafe that effective 
policies and procedures can be [put in place].”

ONE IN FOUR KIDS SAY 
THEY DON’T FEEL 100% 
SAFE AT SCHOOL

UK Government damaging 
human rights, says report

Human rights are the basic rights and freedoms that belong to every 
person in the world. 

In its annual World Report, Human Rights Watch (HRW) says the UK 
Government “repeatedly sought to damage and undermine human 
rights protections in 2022”.

 The 712-page report looks at how countries around the world are 
handling human rights issues. Yasmine Ahmed, UK director at HRW, 

protections in the UK in decades.”
The report highlighted several laws that the Government introduced 

in 2022 that weaken human rights. They included a law that gives fewer 
rights to asylum seekers and another that restricts people’s ability to 
protest peacefully.

The report also said people haven’t had enough help with living costs 
meaning the poorest don’t have an acceptable standard of living. 

The Government has published a new Bill to change the human 
rights law in this country. The plan is to replace the current law with 
the European Convention on Human Rights. The Bill of Rights Bill was 
introduced in the House of Commons on 22 June last year. The Bill needs 
to go through more stages before it becomes law here.

I think that any sport with competition 
rules and standards should count 
because then it can be judged fairly.

– bonniebill

If someone asks you to name sports, 
most people wouldn’t mention 
skateboarding. However, there is no 
reason why it shouldn’t be considered 
a sport. Surely now that it has become 
an Olympic sport, skateboarding 
should be an internationally 
recognised sport. 

– aces10

No, because people might not be 
able to skateboard and can’t practise 
without spending wasteful money.

– stingray1

It depends what sport. If you just say 
‘any sport’ then anything from running 
to chess could count! Some new 
sports, yes, but some no.

– mrrickroll

Yes! It’s still a sport and you should be 
able to take it if that’s the sport you 
play. All sports should be included in 
PE exams as they are PE no matter 
what kind of sport it is.

– fatdogslim

I think it’s a really good idea and they 

– splashy10

People at Manston migrant centre in 
Kent, which was criticised for its  
poor conditions
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Flood warnings in 
place across the UK
Heavy rain and strong winds caused 

Giant stick skeleton 
 

First Came The Landscape

 
for rollercoaster

created in cardboard

Home NewsHome News8

 

UK

Could the Willis Building 
be in the running?

The UK is hosting the contest on behalf of 
Ukraine, who won last year. Ukraine’s 2023 
act Tvorchi (below) will automatically qualify 

The stick skeleton



MAKE sure you take the challenge on our front page 
before reading this, as there’s a spoiler in the next bit! 

If you said that an AI wrote the front page report rather 
than Ian Eddy, you’re partly right! I deleted some of the 
stuff we didn’t need, changed some American spellings 

the AI at writesonic.com. We put in a few keywords, chose 

But we still need human journalists who know how to 
write especially for our readers, to check facts and to 

But what does AI mean for your education and future 
careers? 

Turing Institute is the UK’s national academy for AI and 

machine performing tasks that would usually need 

computers running algorithms (a program with a series  
of steps) to work their way through lots of data. 

says Professor Rose Luckin, who researches the use of AI in 

to help them. So what they need to know is how to frame 

it, and the same with other AI tools that generate images 

position of needing to help young people to understand 

Teachers can spend up to half of their time doing 

teachers to spend more time actually teaching.

that if most of the kids in a class were using AI tuition to 
learn at their own pace, the teacher could use more of 
their time to help any pupils who are struggling.

One worry of course is that wealthier schools could start 

writing lots of computer code. 

 

AI isn’t always right
 

 
 

 
 

The secret is to recognise what AI is good at and what 
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by Ian Eddy

When pilots returned following the end 
of World War One, Bessie heard their 

would take to the skies.
She was turned away from American 

a woman. So she taught herself French 
and joined the Caudron Brothers’ 

When she returned to the US, she 
couldn’t mix with white people). She 

their place among the clouds.

Although AI can translate language quickly, it’s not 
as good as humans at understanding social and 

cultural aspects that change the meaning of words 

HOW WILL AI CHANGE THE  
WAY WE LEARN AND WORK?

BORN
to hold a pilot’s licence.
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Elon Musk has described ChatGPT as “scary good”. 

Let us know at 

This report is from
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Cancer deaths fall
A new report by the American Cancer Society (ACS) has 
shown that since 1991, US deaths from the disease have 
fallen by 33%, saving around 3.8 million lives. The ACS 
said that better early detection of cancer, lower rates of 
smoking and improvements in treatment were behind 
the drop in deaths over the last 30 years. Karen Knudsen, 

results as “truly formidable”.

World’s longest river cruise 
threatens dolphins

eastern state of Assam. On its journey, the cruise will pass 
through a number of protected dolphin habitats. There 
are concerns that the cruise will threaten endangered 

sound to navigate the murky river. A spokesperson for 
the cruise said that the company was “following all the 
environmental precautions and government guidelines.”

Rare metals discovered
More than a million tonnes of rare earth metals have 
been discovered in Sweden – the largest discovery of 
its kind in European history! The rare metals – used to 
make things like smartphones, electric vehicles, wind 
turbines and speakers – were found by Swedish mining 

discovery is exciting for European countries, as they 
currently rely on getting the metals imported from 
places like China. It means they may be able to get 
hold of the in-demand metals much easier and closer 

as the company still needs to get an exploration licence 
and do more investigations. 

Nuclear weapons considered
President Yoon Suk-yeol has said that South Korea could 
build its own nuclear weapons in response to threats 

South Korea, but removed them as part 
of global nuclear weapons reduction 
efforts. That year, North and South Korea 
agreed not to test, make or use nuclear 

nuclear weapons as an option, 
president Yoon said that for now, 
South Korea would deal with the 
nuclear threat from North Korea 
through its alliance with the 
United States. To learn more 
about the history of nuclear 
weapons, watch a special report 
from First News partner show FYI 

at .

Goodbye to the last king

get rid of the monarchy, and Constantine was forced 

sailing, and the second cousin and a good friend of King 
Charles III.

Inequality growing, says Oxfam
Anti-poverty charity Oxfam has revealed in a new report 

The rest of the money made went to the remaining 99%. 

extreme wealth and extreme poverty are both rising. The 
charity has called for governments to force the super rich 
to pay higher taxes (money that goes to governments 
and helps pay for schools, roads, hospitals, the 
military, pensions, care for the 
disabled and more). Oxfam also 
says there should be a one-off 
wealth tax to stop people and 
companies from making so 
much money while so many 
around the world are struggling 
just to get by.
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Protests against the handling of 
the cost of living crisis in the UK

A glimpse of a Ganges river dolphin

The view of Arctic 
Sweden from Kiruna
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The turtle population in 
Bermuda has grown, but 
they eat so much seagrass 
that other animals that live 
in it have lost their homes

Scarlett heads out to 
investigate our oceans

Hannah Mills (left) 
celebrates at the 

Tokyo Olympics 



THESE furry critters certainly divide opinion – while some 
consider them pests, others enjoy their company. Most 
of us will be familiar with the grey, and rarer, red squirrels 
found in the UK, but their counterparts in other parts of 
the world have rather different qualities. This Squirrel 
Appreciation Day (21 Jan), WWF is shining the spotlight 
on seven species of these rebellious rodents, to show that 
they’re more than just a bushy tail.

1. Red squirrel (right)
Red squirrels’ tails are almost as long as their bodies, and 
in winter they develop large tufts above their ears. While 
relatively common in Scotland, they’re at risk across the 
rest of the UK, largely because of competition from grey 
squirrels. WWF is helping this native species by protecting 
the landscapes where they can still be found, including 
Wild Ingleborough in the Yorkshire Dales.

2. Prevost’s squirrel 
Prevost’s squirrels wrap their tails around themselves at 

to communicate social signals. While common in parts 
of their range, in other places their rainforest habitat has 
been replaced by plantations, and in certain areas they 
are heavily hunted to be kept as pets. WWF is helping this 
species by protecting and restoring its forest home in 
Sabah, Malaysia.

3. Père David’s squirrel
Père David’s squirrels build their dens within the crevices 
of the rocky landscapes they inhabit. One of these 
landscapes is the Qinling mountains of China, which they 
share with giant pandas. WWF has worked with nature 
reserves and supported communities there for over 15 
years to restore vegetation and protect the local wildlife. 

4. Himalayan marmot
Himalayan marmots can be found in habitats up to 
5,500m above sea level, and are a key prey species for the 
elusive big cats that live alongside them – snow leopards. 
Marmots are the larger, ground-dwelling species of the 
squirrel family – on the other end of the squirrel size 
spectrum is the tiny chipmunk. 

5. American red squirrel 
Gathering food for winter, American red squirrels collect 
and hide seeds and nuts during the summer months. 
Sometimes, these forgetful furballs don’t remember to  

habitat, as the squirrels are planting trees in new places 
by accident. 

intensive forestry and logging, which impacts critical 
winter food supplies and reduces the number of the tree 
holes that the squirrels build their nests in. A broken-
up habitat is a particular problem for members of this 
sensitive, nocturnal species, as they don’t like to cross 
open areas on the ground.

7. Smith’s bush squirrel
This sociable squirrel lives in groups in African savanna 
and shrubland. Unlike other species, these squirrels carry 
their long tails extended backwards, rather than upright. 
While Smith’s bush squirrels are not of conservation 
concern, they share their habitat with large mammals  
like elephants and lions, which do need protection.

Special ReportSpecial Report 20 – 26 January 202312
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GO NUTS FOR SQUIRRELS
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WWF and the British Antarctic Survey (BAS) are asking members of 
the public to help them spot walruses using satellite images taken 
from space.

home. Thousands of satellite images taken by space technology and 
intelligence company Maxar Technologies need to be checked and any 
walruses captured in the images counted. 

The data collected will help scientists study walrus populations and 

change is affecting the species. 
wwf.org.uk/walrusfromspace.

CONSERVATIONISTS are celebrating the safe arrival 
of a critically endangered western chimpanzee at 
Chester Zoo. 

The newborn brings hope for the western chimp, 

declared critically endangered. 
The young male was born to mother ZeeZee after 

members of his extended family, including big sister 

famous rock stars!

experts across Africa to help protect the future of this 

SCIENTISTS studying plants and wildlife in Madagascar 
are calling for more protection and greater conservation 
plans to stop more unique species from going extinct.

and unique species found there. 

The team of researchers are calling for the remaining 
forests in Madagascar to be protected and left alone, 
more collaboration with local people to ensure they can 

greater restrictions on wood and meat trade to protect 
the forests and wildlife. 

The full report has been published in the science journal 
Nature Communications. 

Madagascar needs 
more protection
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Ring-tailed lemurs are one of 
the unique species that can 

only be found on Madagascar
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World’s rarest 
chimp born

WALRUS SPOTTERS 
NEEDED
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 Why did you sign up for Dancing on Ice?
I’ve decided this year to do a lot of things that I’d never 
do and to face my fears. Obviously, this last year has 
been eye-opening for me with Tom [The Wanted singer 
who sadly died in 2022] and witnessing his courage, 
which was infectious to say the least. It reminded me 
that life was worth living and to take it all and to enjoy 
it. I’ve been making decisions based on that: doing my 

on, and signing up to a songwriting degree course. In 
comparison, it’s just not as scary any more, all my fears 
have shrunk. I’m grateful for everything that comes at me 
and this is another thing that has come my way. Bring it, 
let’s have fun with it and put on those Spandex! 

 What are you most looking forward to? 

feeling like I’ve achieved something. Overall, I’m looking 
forward to learning how to skate. I don’t know how to 
do any sports. I’m kind of a geek at heart, so the idea of 
doing a sport is jarring to me. I am quite analytical so I’m 
looking forward to learning the skill of skating. Hopefully, 
by the end of it, I’ll come out of it learning something new 
and having an experience. Winning would be great! I’m 
also looking forward to being in front of the crowd and 
the performance aspect. 

 What are you most scared or nervous about?
I don’t have a good sense of balance, I fall over a lot  
and I’m quite clumsy – and that’s not great when you’re 
skating on knives! 

 What would you say are your strengths and your 
weaknesses when it comes to this challenge?
My strengths are I like to be very repetitive with my 
movements; I’ll do it until I get it right. I’m quite analytical 
in that way and I think that will help with the skating. My 
weaknesses would be that sometimes it can get too 
much for me and sometimes I get overwhelmed and  
hot under the collar and make mistakes.

 Do you have friends who’ve taken part in the show? 
And have they given you any advice? 
Sonny Jay has given me feedback – I’m getting a 
winner’s advice! He’s given me some nice tips on how  
to keep moving, which will help me. 

  Are you in it to win it?
Jay McGuinness and I have done Hunted and we won 
that. And Jay has won Strictly Come Dancing so we’re 
a team of winners, it’s expected of me to win! I think it 
would be great to win and I’m aiming for that, I’ll do the 
best I can. Overall, I’m just looking forward to getting out 
there on the ice and hopefully at least putting on a show 
for people to get to know me!
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Dancing on Ice continues 
Sundays on ITV at 6:30pm
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HARRY HILL, HARRY HILL, 
JUNIOR BAKE OFFJUNIOR BAKE OFF

“A spaceman. I had the 
helmet and everything, but 
sadly Kent didn’t have a 
space programme in 1976.”

WHAT DID WHAT DID 
YOU WANT YOU WANT 
TO BE WHEN TO BE WHEN 

YOU WERE 12?YOU WERE 12?
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AS  
found out what it’s like being part of Dancing on Ice with singer  
Siva Kaneswaran, who used to be in a band called The Wanted. 
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The celebrities taking part in Dancing on Ice

Siva and his 
skating partner 
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1 Comedian Mo Gilligan (below) will return as  
the host of The BRIT Awards for the second 
year in a row. The star-studded ceremony will 

take place in London on 11 February. Mo said: “Hosting 
the BRITs last year was one of the most phenomenal 
moments of my life. I promise you, we’re going to go 
even bigger this year… Let’s go!” 

This year’s nominations include We Don’t Talk About 
Bruno from Disney’s Encanto for International Song 
of the Year, Mimi Webb for Best New Artist and Harry 
Styles’ Harry’s House for Album of the Year. The awards 

were nominated for the Artist of the Year award. Last 
year The BRITs combined the Best Male Artist and Best 
Female Artist categories to make the awards more 
gender neutral. The BRIT Awards 2023 will be broadcast 
live on ITV1 and on ITVX on 11 February. 

 

2 a second series of Wednesday. The series 
stars Jenna Ortega as Wednesday Addams 

(above) as she joins a boarding school for outcasts 
and stumbles upon a deadly mystery.

3 Marvel Studios producer Nate Moore has 

Marvel Cinematic Universe as Eros/Starfox. The 
singer appeared in the end credits for The Eternals and 

4 Comedian Alan Carr has been tipped to 
replace David Walliams as a judge on 
Britain’s Got Talent. Walliams will not be a 

judge on the ITV show anymore after a video was 
leaked of him saying mean things about some of the 

5 A new series revealing how the Pink Ladies 
from Grease were formed is coming to our 
screens this Easter. Grease: Rise of the Pink 

Ladies is set four years before the famous musical 
about Danny and Sandy and will air on Paramount+ 
from 7 April.

THIS THIS WEEKWEEK

PRESENTER PRESENTER 

PICKPICK
THIS week, FYI’s Scarlett tells 
us about what she’s been 
watching…

“I really enjoyed the TV 
series Wednesday. I have 

grown up watching The 
Addams Family and I was so 

excited to see Wednesday on 

and how it doesn’t matter what’s going on around 
you as long as you stay true to who you are. I also 
like how it shows the other side of Wednesday.  
She is usually portrayed as heartless, but now  
we get to see her from another perspective.  

her bedroom, which she shares with Enid, shows 
their personalities. Despite how different the two 
characters are, they have a really great friendship. 
The series also has a really great plot that leaves 
you shocked and wanting to watch more. The show 
also shows how strong the Addams family are and 
how much they care for each other. I already can’t 
wait for season two!”
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The World of Jumanji at 
Chessington World of Adventures Resort in Surrey 
have been released.  

Jumanji-themed land and 
rollercoaster will include three brand-new rides and 
a story that will take visitors deep into the heart of 
Jumanji. Mandrill Mayhem, a huge, winged shuttle, 

years and will be joined by two others: Mamba Strike 

and Ostrich Stampede. The entire area will sit under  
the towering 16.8m-tall Jaguar Shrine!

As well as the rides, the Jumanji theme will continue 
with mysterious pathways where all is not as it seems, 
and wild new places to eat. Plus six Jumanji-themed 
rooms will be added to the Chessington World of 
Adventures hotel.

 The World of Jumanji opens this spring at 
Chessington World of Adventures Resort. 
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Try Starling Kite
Like a virtual piggy bank, Starling Kite is an award-winning debit 
card and app for kids aged 6-16. The Kite app lets you and your 
adult know every time you spend or receive money, so it’s easy to 
keep track of how much you have left, and how much more you 

Information for adults
Adult permission is necessary and parents/guardians must already have a personal account with Starling 
before they can order the Kite card from the app. Sign up for Starling Kite before 31 January 2023 and get your 

There are no extra charges for transfers or ATM withdrawals. Kite cards include blocks for certain merchants 
in order to keep children safe, including gambling merchants, nightclubs and bars. Try Kite today.

Advertisement featureAdvertisement feature 20 – 26 January 202316
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for when someone is tricked into clicking on a link that’s sent to them in an email. Can you match two other 

Starling Bank

KEEPING YOUR MONEY SAFE
Money made simple with

Smart ways to steer 
clear of online fraud 

When someone tricks another person into giving 
them information that allows them to take some of 
their money.

Lots of young people spend time online, whether 
it’s looking up helpful information for a school project, 
watching funny videos or online gaming. We use the 
internet more than ever before, so online fraud is more 
common. For example, someone might be tricked into 
clicking on a link and paying for something on a fake 
website. Just like staying safe in the real world, being 
aware of online dangers, like fraud, can help you spot 
the tricks and avoid getting caught out.

Many people use a computer or mobile phone to do their banking, so banks take 
online security very seriously. There are lots of ways that banks make sure your 
money is safe, including encrypted websites, which means the page is locked so 
no-one else can access it, and timed log-outs so that your account doesn’t stay 
open when you’re not using it. 

Cash vs card
These days, many people choose to pay for things with a contactless debit card 

card, rather than notes and coins. It’s also safer! If your cash is stolen or lost, it’s 
almost impossible to get it back, because it doesn’t have your name on it! However, 
when you use a card like the Starling Kite debit card, it can be locked straight away 
from your adult’s phone so that no-one else can use it and your money is kept safe. 
It’s important to remember it’s real money you’re spending when you tap your card!

controls set up on any devices you use. And make sure 
their card details aren’t saved anywhere.
 Talk to your adult about which websites and apps you 
can trust and check with them before clicking on any 
links or buying anything online. 
 Choose strong, unique passwords and always keep 

account information, like your passwords, private.  
They should only be known by you and your adult. 

information that could identify you, such as your  
name, age, school or where you live.
 Tell your adult straight away if you think something 
doesn’t seem right. If they need to, they can report it. 

Quick Quiz!

Top tip
You and your adult 

can keep track 
of what you’re 

spending with the 

Vishing

Smishing

1. When someone is tricked into clicking on a link that’s sent to them in 
a text message (hint: a text message is also known as an SMS

2. When someone receives a voicemail or call from someone (often  

3.

Answers: A-2 (vishing comes from ‘voice phishing’), B-3, C-1 (smishing comes from ‘SMS phishing’)

How to be aware of fraud



Puzzle FunPuzzle Funby Kirsty MacDonald

CAN

Robert Burns is widely thought of as the national poet of 
Scotland. He was born into a farming family on 25 January 
1759 in Alloway, Dumfries. He wrote lots of famous poems 

and songs, including Auld Lang Syne, which is sung 
around the world at midnight on New Year’s Eve,  
Address To A Haggis, A Red, Red Rose and To a Mouse.

January 1801 to celebrate his life and work. Traditionally, 

a supper of haggis, neeps (turnips) and tatties (mashed 
potatoes) is served to the sound of bagpipes. His songs 
and poems are read out, including Address To A Haggis.

A book of Burns’ poetry was carried into space by 
astronaut Nick Patrick during a two-week mission in 2010. 

THE BIG 
WORDSEARCH

20 – 26 January 202317

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 January
 
 

 
 
 
 Kilts
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Puzzle FunPuzzle Fun

SEE how many words of three or more letters you can make, using 
 

the letters?

WORD WHEEL

8 3 2 6
4 1

9 5 6 1 7 4
2 9 8 3
3 7

9 1 2 6
5 7 2 6 9 1

6 8
4 1 6 5
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O

I
UN

R

T

T

N

by Kirsty MacDonald

COMPETITIONS: You can enter First News competitions in one of two 
 

First News
First News

First News

First News

First News

WORD
LADDER
SEE if you can get from the top 
of the ladder to the bottom by 
changing one letter at a time to 
make a new word.

CAN you complete our crossword puzzle using the clues below?

CROSSWORD 

SALT

20 – 26 January 202318
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numbers one to nine?

FOOD

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8

9

10 11

12

13 14

15 16

17

SUDOKU
ACROSS
1  

 
6  

8  

9 
10  

11 
13 
15 

16  

17 

DOWN
1  

2 
3 
4  

5 

 7  

8 
12 
13 

14 

LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS:
Spot the difference: 

Word ladder: 
Word Wheel: 

What on Earth: 

S P E C I F I C

A R O R

G L I D E L E A P T

R N W L T I

A N T S R O D E N T

M A W A

M O B I L E G R I N

A A A S U I

R O S E S L I L A C

I K A E

C H A M B E R S

1 7 2 3 8 9 5 6 4
6 9 3 2 4 5 8 7 1
5 4 8 1 6 7 3 2 9
2 8 4 6 7 1 9 3 5
9 1 5 4 3 2 6 8 7
7 3 6 5 9 8 4 1 2
4 2 1 8 5 3 7 9 6
8 5 9 7 2 6 1 4 3
3 6 7 9 1 4 2 5 8



Puzzle FunPuzzle Fun

CAN Puss In Boots: The Last Wish? 

SPOT THE DIFFERENCE
20 – 26 January 202319
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WHAT ON EARTH?

EE FF

CC DD

AA BB
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WIN! 
MARVIN’S 30 AMAZING 
MAGIC PENS

ENTER NOW! MARK YOUR ENTRY COLOUR
 or see page 18. The closing date is 2 February 2023.

Which of these is not a shade of orange?
 a) Squash   b) Amber   c) Pistachio

PENSENSPEP
Magic is 

recognised as the brand 
leader and number one for 
magic worldwide, and is 

accolades. It has the best-
selling magic sets and 
largest following of young 
magicians anywhere!

BB



HOPPING 
INTO THE 
NEW YEAR!
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by Aaron Henderson20

IT’S hard to believe that we’re already near the end 

That’s because Chinese New Year – also known 
as Chunjie (meaning Spring Festival) – starts on 

Families who celebrate Chinese New Year will  
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luck, but that’s not the case in Chinese 
DIDDID
YOUYOU

KNOWKNOW

TODIDDID
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KRISTEN McNally makes a dramatic entrance as 
Carabosse, the wicked fairy, in the Royal Ballet’s 
production of Sleeping Beauty.

The production features music by Tchaikovsky and 
is playing at the Royal Opera House in London now.

THETHE

BIGBIG
PICTUREPICTURE
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Fire Emblem: Engage
(PEGI 12) Nintendo Switch

Minecraft’s 
Marketplace 
updated

TWO new content bundles, each bringing new ways to play 
Minecraft: Bedrock Edition, have arrived in the Minecraft 
Marketplace.

Minecraft.

PS5 CONSOLES 
ARE SAFE TO 
STAND UP
A VIDEO by a hardware expert has claimed 
that the PlayStation 5 is at risk of serious 
damage if it’s kept in a standing position 
– but don’t worry, if you’re lucky enough to 
own one of the consoles, it’s perfectly safe 
to keep it standing upright. 
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THE latest entry in the long-running Fire Emblem 
series celebrates the history of the turn-based 
games. But if you’re unfamiliar with Fire Emblem 
or its characters, is this one you should check out? 
Here’s what we thought…

Fire Emblem: Engage

The Fire Emblem

Fire Emblem
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TO celebrate the Books4Home charity 
giving more than 100,000 books to children, 
golden tickets were given away, where 
readers could win books for themselves 
and their school.

The Books4Home charity scheme was 
started in 2014 by Beverley Ricketts, who’s 
part of the Rotary International group.

Since then, a whopping 100,000 books 
have been given away to schools and 
children across Staffordshire, Shropshire 
and parts of the West Midlands.

To celebrate hitting that milestone, three 
golden tickets were hidden in books that 
were delivered to children in Years 4 and 6 
in schools across the region.

Pupils who were lucky enough to discover 
a golden ticket tucked away in their book 
were given signed copies of The Magic 
Faraway Tree by Jacqueline Wilson and 
War Horse by Michael Morpurgo, thanks to 
volunteer organisation SI Cannock & District.

Both Wilson and Morpurgo usually don’t 
sign books any more, which made the prize 
particularly special.

The winners’ schools also received a 
lending library of books to give to pupils.

A 400-YEAR-OLD Bible that was taken to what is now 
America has been sold for £20,000 at an auction in 
Northern Ireland.

The Bible is known as a Geneva Bible, and was one of 
Bibles 

available to the public.
This particular Bible was printed in 1615 and was taken 

to what is now the United States by Elizabeth Pole in 1633.

in North America, after she founded the town of Taunton in 
Massachusetts.

The copy was printed by Robert Baker, who was the 

It was expected that the Bible would sell for between 
£5,000 and £10,000.

THIS week’s review comes from students at The Treehouse School, 

thought other children would love! Here’s what they had to say. 

Rare Bible sold for 
£20,000 in Belfast

GOLDEN TICKET 
GIVEAWAY TO MARK 
CHARITY MILESTONE

by Aaron Henderson
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THIS year, why not make it your New Year’s 
resolution to write a few book reviews? We’d 
love to hear about any books you read over  
the Christmas break too.

or an audiobook, why not tell us what you liked 
about it? Whatever your thoughts, we want you 
to write around 125 words on the book you’ve 
been reading.

do or don’t like about books and share your 
opinions with your fellow First News readers!

Send your review, along with your name, 
age and, if you like, a picture of yourself (with 
your parents’ permission) to bookreviews@

 and we’ll do our best to  get it  
in an upcoming issue of First News!

Write us a book review in 2023!

ST CUTHBERT’S WILD SCHOOL FOR BOYS
 Ingrid Skeels

Imagine a school with 
no uniform, and where 
the kids run wild. Well, if 
you can’t, St Cuthbert’s 
Wild School for Boys 
is the book for you. In 
their free time, pupils 
can invent amazing 
machines, do incredible 
art and play games. 
Then, one day, a new 
student called Jack 
arrives at St Cuthbert’s. 
But, when Jack is just 
settling in, Mrs Sharp, 
the school inspector, 
turns up and ruins 
everything!

– Oskar

I would give this book 

riddled with twists, 
turns and unexpected 
cliffhangers.

– Evelyn
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Main image: Beverley 
celebrates 100,000 books 
given away. Inset: one of 

the winners with his books

Reviewed by  
students at  

The Treehouse 
School, Cholsey

Have you ever been to school 
where you construct dens for DT 
challenges, do your English lessons 

supper or speed round a track on 

able to put this book down.
– Albie

I would recommend this book for 
all children, parents and teachers. 
Well, what are you waiting for? 
Get reading!

– Michaella

I would recommend this book 
for children aged six years and 
upwards.

– Theo

I recommend this book to adults, 
especially teachers.

– Nathan

From left to right, top row: Albie, Evelyn, 
Michaella. Bottom row: Theo, Oskar, Nathan

BOOK  BOOK  
OF THE OF THE 
WEEKWEEK



Written and illustrated by Paul Palmer

 

It might sound like the start of a funny 
joke, but Will Thornton genuinely risked his 
life by stopping cars on a busy four-lane 
highway in Queensland. 

The 39-year-old was enjoying a coffee 
on his balcony when he spotted a koala 
heading from the trees towards the road. 
Without a second thought, he dashed 
outside (barefoot!) to make sure the animal 
wasn’t going to put itself in danger. 

of sorts, venturing into the road to stop cars 
and encourage the koala across. 

Although the little fella decided to take  
a break midway through his daring mission, 
he eventually made it to the other side 
without injury!  

Thornton’s mother-in-law, Katrina 
Boyle, posted the unusual incident on her 
Facebook page. 

Please don’t try this yourself, folks! 

A huge competition has been 

in Britain, with hundreds of people 
sending in photos of their pets. The 
judges have now whittled it down 

Winston George, the British bulldog 
from the West Midlands, whose owner 
describes him as a cross between 

a grumpy old man and a naughty 
school kid, as well as Jazz the Brusston 
from North Wales and Peggy, a 
pug/Chinese crested mix from East 
Yorkshire. The winning dog, which 
will be revealed in February, gets 
the chance to have a professional 
makeover and a photo session with 
ParrotPrint.com. 

Who do you think should scoop the 
title? We think they’re all cute!

JOKE JOKE 
OF THE OF THE 
WEEKWEEK

He gave her a ring! 

THE UK’S 
UGLIEST PET 
POOCHES

Catch 
that 
sausage!

David Rush teamed up with his friend 
Jonathan Hannon for the bizarre attempt, 
which saw him successfully catch a 
sausage roll in his mouth at a distance  
of 83ft 10in (an impressive 25.5 metres!). 
The previous record to beat was 36ft 1in  
(11 metres). 

Rush said the record might sound easy 
enough, but it proved harder than expected. 
Posting on his website, he wrote: “What 
I didn’t anticipate was how a 19-gram 

After lots of failed attempts, he eventually 
managed a catch! He told First News: “The 

attempted a Guinness World Record – 
he’s actually broken more than 250! Rush 
challenges himself to all sorts of wacky 
things to help promote STEM education. 
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WOW!WOW!

Will Thornton helped 
a koala cross the busy 

Gold Coast Highway

Koala 
crossing

Winston George

Jazz Bella

Marnie Milo

Peggy Roger

AWWW!AWWW!



What’s in the shops?What’s in the shops?by Kirsty MacDonald

First News team details available at . For editorial enquiries, contact  or (020) 3195 2000. For home subscription enquiries, email  or call 0330 333 0186. For school 
subscription enquiries, email  or call (01371) 851 898. Web: . All material in this newspaper is © 2023 First Group Enterprises Ltd and cannot be used without written permission. First News is published by 

 
We are extremely passionate about the environment and we are always looking at ways to reduce waste throughout the company and across all of our products. Our paper comes from sustainable sources. We package First News in a mixture of 

compostable wrapper, paper wrapper, cardboard wraps and boxes, depending on the order size. See  for more information about our environmental commitments.

STRANGE BUT TRUE GAME 
thepartypirate.com  £5.00
trivia questions. Did you know that a pig rolls around in the 
mud to stop getting burnt in the sun, or that an octopus 
has blue blood? Pop it in your bag and take it with you 
wherever you go. A great way to learn something new! 

FUN TAPE MEASURE FILLED 
WITH SILLY FACTS 
amazon.co.uk £6.99

stuff. Have you ever wondered whether the Mona Lisa 

those with curious minds!*All prices correct at time of printing

25

FUN FACTS

GROSS FACTOPIA! 
FOLLOW THE TRAIL OF  
400 FOUL FACTS
wickeduncle.co.uk £10.99
facts that you’ll want to share. Did you know that 
hippos spin their tails when they poo? Or that giraffes 
use their tongues to pick their noses? Follow the facts 

worms and snake venom to cow poo! 

DO YOU HAVE 
A FRIEND WHO 
WOULD LOVE

 
 

 
for free!

“My grandson is enjoying reading it and 
tells me lots of articles that he has read. 
He even brought it down so we could do 
the crossword puzzle together!”

?

Try six issues for free!Try six issues for free!



Your NewsYour News

WRITE in to let us know 
what you’ve been up to! 
Have you been getting 
creative? Been for a great 
day out? Raised money 
for charity? Whatever it 
is, we love hearing about 
your adventures, so why 
not share your experiences 
with First News readers?
Email your report (and 
any pictures you want 
to share) to yournews@

. 
Don’t forget to include 

your name and age (and 
your school’s name and 
address for school news 
reports). By writing in, 
you give consent to 
First News printing details 
and photographs of those 
involved in the report.

WE WANT  WE WANT  
TO HEAR WHAT TO HEAR WHAT 

YOUYOU// YOUR YOUR 
SCHOOL IS  SCHOOL IS  

UP TOUP TO
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OVER Disney on Ice 2

We went to the Dream Big show, which basically featured all of 
Disney’s best known characters, like Mickey, Minnie, Moana, Aladdin, 
Cinderella and Rapunzel.  

My favourite section was probably the Frozen bit at the end though. 
It was so cool as they had loads of snow coming down from the 
ceiling, and Olaf was just so funny. Everyone sang along to Let It Go. 

I kept saying to my mum and dad, I couldn’t believe how good the 
ice skating was! The characters just made it look so easy. 

Moana was especially good at doing lots of tricks and I loved 
watching Goofy fall over all the time (on purpose!). 

 It’s a really fun day out.

International 
school

DISNEY DAY OUT 

The family did some research and found that it’s a rare formation called ‘hair ice’, 

The mesmerising ice formation was found in a cave that is known to have inspired 
a scene in Treasure Island after the author, Robert Louis Stevenson, visited the area  
on holiday.

Moana Minnie and Mickey skating

JUNIORJUNIORJOURNALISTJOURNALIST

The ‘hair ice’ formation 
that Bradley found

SNAPPEDSNAPPED

My school is home to more than 60 
nationalities, meaning there are students 
from more than 60 different countries! 

A normal day in my school is also full 
of diversity. In just a few hours, I’m being 
taught by teachers from seven different 

countries. This 
diversity is a lovely mix 
of teachers and students 
from various countries 
speaking in their own way.

This, along with the opportunity to meet 
people from all over the world, is what 
makes me glad to be at such a school.  

 
why I wake up every day excited to take  
on a new challenge, step by step.

SCHOOLSCHOOLNEWSNEWS

Tiago 



Sport In Pictures 20 – 26 January 202327
Issue 866

by Eddie de Oliveira

Switzerland’s Lara Gut-Behrami on her way to winning the women’s 
super G at the Alpine Ski World Cup meet in St Anton, Austria. It was her 

Chelsea’s Sam Kerr heads in a goal in the 89th minute of the Women’s Super League 

Chelsea stay top of the WSL table.
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THANKS to the £89 million that 
Chelsea are set to pay Shakhtar 
Donetsk for Mykhailo Mudryk, 
Ukraine will get around £20m to help 
deal with the destruction caused by 
Russia’s invasion. 

The huge sum is a record for a 
transfer involving a Ukrainian team. 
The president of Shakhtar, Rinat 
Akhmetov, said that millions of it 
would go to helping those defending 
Mariupol, and families who had lost 
people in the war. 

“Today we are able to talk about 
Ukrainian football thanks to the 
Ukrainian army, the Ukrainian people, 
and the tremendous support of the 
entire civilised world,” said Akhmetov.  

Chelsea will have to hope that 
Mudryk makes a better start to his 
time there than their other recent 
big signing, Portuguese forward 
João Félix. He got sent off after less 
than an hour into his debut against 
Fulham, for a dreadful tackle on 
Kenny Tete. Fulham went on to win 
2-1 and Félix was suspended for 
three matches.

WELSH fans will be proud that their team 

much hope of an upset.

the competition saw them lose 5-0 to 
England. They then followed that up 
with a 5-1 loss to Spain, with the small 
consolation of James Carson scoring 

England drew 0-0 with hosts India, while 
Australia racked up the most impressive 
score so far, with an 8-0 destruction of 
France.

World Cup gold medals have 
been won by Britain’s four-man 
bobsleigh team, who have also 
won two silvers this season. The 
latest gold came in Altenberg, 
Germany, with German teams 

coming in second, third and fourth. Germany 
has been dominant in bobsleigh for a while, 
and German athletes won seven out of the nine 
medals available for bobsleigh teams at last 
year’s Winter Olympics, including all three golds 
and silvers.

points was the difference as 
England’s netball team beat 

of their series, meaning England 
won the series 2-1. England 
captain Nat Metcalf was named 

player of the match, while her team-mate Olivia 
Tchine was the player of the series.

football clubs and loads of 
organisations, including  
First News, Sky, BT Sport, the FA 
and Women’s Super League, 
are all getting involved in the 
Green Football Weekend, which 

launched this week. All fans can score ‘green 
goals’ for their team by making green swaps  
or taking action in other ways. See next week’s 
issue for more, but make sure you go to  
www.greenfootballweekend.com
you can help, and tell your teacher that there are 
some cool classroom resources there too! 

SportSport
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by Ian Eddy28

World Cup woes for Wales
Mudryk meets the Chelsea fans at Stamford Bridge
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UKRAINE WILL 
GET £20M FROM 
MUDRYK TRANSFER
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Liam Ansell celebrates 
scoring for EnglandWales and England walk out at the start of their match
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