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4 January 2022 

Dear Parents 

I hope everyone had a restful break. It gives me no pleasure to start the new year with communication regarding 
Covid-19. As you will have seen in the news, we have had several restrictions placed upon us because of the increase 
in Covid cases in December. I have tried to extrapolate the key pieces of information from the government regarding 
testing, self-isolation, and face masks; this can be found in italics below. Those who are exempted from wearing 
face masks will remain exempted. We shall distribute tests to all who want them when our next delivery arrives. 

Mock assessments 

We intend to continue with the mock assessments for Years 13 and 11 in the coming term. As I stated in previous 
correspondence, these tests may be used to contribute to a final grade determination if public examinations are 
cancelled. Do not worry if a student has to miss a test due to illness or isolation; the teachers have contingencies 
planned to address this situation. 

School opening 

I, like everyone else who has spoken on the issue, want to keep the school open throughout this recent rise in cases. 
I still believe that the school is safe and is the right environment for students to be in. However, no school runs with 
spare teaching capacity as we are simply not funded to this level and with every school facing similar pressures, the 
availability of external supply is minimal. In the locality, schools were closing prior to Christmas because of staff 
absence, and the requirement for isolation and increasing case load may mean that we will face similar pressures. 
I apologise now if we have to take similar action in the future, but please be assured this will be a last resort. What 
is certain is that we will face higher than normal staff absence and this will impact on the quality of provision and 
the communication between teachers and parents. I am hoping that the current situation is short lived and by the 
end of January we shall be approaching something similar to the relative normality of the winter term. 

Government guidance 

Updated guidance on the use of face coverings in education settings 

From today, Sunday 2 January, it is recommended that face coverings are worn in classrooms 
where pupils in year 7 and above are educated. The advice is short term only, to support pupils 
and teachers as they return to school this term and builds on the existing proportionate 
guidance that recommends face coverings for all adults in communal areas of all settings. We 
are updating our guidance to reflect this. The advice on face coverings in classrooms will be in 
place until Wednesday 26 January 

Testing for students after the holiday period 

As all settings are aware, we have asked that secondary school students undertake one on-site 
test, on return in January. This will help boost testing participation and reduce transmission after 
a period of social mixing during the holidays. Students should then be strongly encouraged to 
continue testing twice weekly at home and to report all results to NHS Test and Trace and to 
their setting.  

https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result?utm_source=2%20January%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
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Information on the changes to the self-isolation period for individuals who test positive 
for COVID-19 

Since Wednesday 22 December, the 10 day self-isolation period for people who record a 
positive PCR test result for COVID-19 has been reduced to 7 days in most circumstances, 
unless you cannot test for any reason.  

Individuals may now take LFD tests on day 6 and day 7 of their self-isolation period. Those who 
receive two negative test results are no longer required to complete 10 full days of self-isolation. 
The first test must be taken no earlier than day 6 of the self-isolation period and tests must be 
taken 24 hours apart. 
Anyone who is unable to take LFD tests will need to complete the full 10 day period of self-
isolation. 
 
Daily testing for close contacts of COVID-19 

People who are fully vaccinated, or children and young people aged between 5 and 18 years 
and 6 months, identified as a close contact of someone with COVID-19, should take an LFD test 
every day for seven days and continue to attend their setting as normal, unless they have a 
positive test result or develop symptoms at any time. 

Best wishes 

 

David Collins 

 


