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6 September 2022 
 

 

Dear Parents 
 
I hope everybody had a relaxing and enjoyable summer break, a few early notes for your consideration. 
 
Buses 

At the end of last year there was a threat of the removal of several vital bus services to Knole Academy; 
in the main this has been averted, but we are still experiencing issues with the buses. The new routes 
have meant that very few buses are starting at Knole Academy and students are waiting far too long for 
buses to arrive from the Trinity, TGS and Weald of Kent site. As well as the inevitable traffic through Bat 
and Ball, only Trinity shares a finishing time with Knole Academy, and this is leading to greater delays. 
Please be assured that we are in daily contact with the bus companies to try and find solutions that lead 
to a prompter departure with sufficient capacity for Knole Academy students. 
 
Arbor 

As we communicated last year, we have changed our Management Information System to Arbor from 
SIMS. As a school we are already seeing benefits as the system is far more reliable and we are not 
experiencing the almost daily crashes that befell SIMS. As a by-product of this we have had to move from 
Edulink to the Arbor parent app; this was done not because we felt Edulink was problematic, but because 
Edulink at present does not support Arbor. Thank you to most parents who have made this switch. We 
have already fed back to Arbor about several features which we feel are missing from the app and I 
encourage parents to leave reviews in the app store as it is likely to speed up the rate of development. 
Some developments to the Arbor app will be coming soon, including opening via a phone’s normal 
security, e.g. face ID or fingerprint which will remove the requirement to log in. 
 
Extra-Curricular clubs 

We always encourage students to take part in as many activities as possible while at Knole Academy, a list 
of extra-curricular clubs can be found at https://www.knoleacademy.org/472/extra-curricular-clubs 
In addition, the student bulletin is emailed to all students and parents via Arbor each week which details 
all the upcoming activities. 
 
Wellbeing 

We have updated the wellbeing section of the website over the summer, and this can be found at the 
following link. https://www.knoleacademy.org/2993/welcome-to-our-wellbeing-area  
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Exam Results 

We achieved superb IB results with our Sixth Form students in July, and this was followed by excellent 
results from the Year 11 students in their GCSEs. Despite the disruption, the students performed 
extremely well and recorded the best set of examined results in the history of the academy. I would like 
to congratulate the students and wish them well in their future pursuits. 
 
Advance Notice 
 
All of the holiday dates and changes to the normal school day can be found on the school website, either 
at  https://www.knoleacademy.org/504/term-dates or https://www.knoleacademy.org/503/calendar As 
advance notice we are closing at 1.20pm on Friday 16 September to prepare for the Open Day on the 
Saturday. Monday 19 September is an INSET day, and no students should be in school. 
 
Best wishes 
 

 
 
David Collins 
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