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Dear Parents 
 
A few points for your information 
 
Christmas Dinner 

The student Christmas Dinner will take place at lunchtime on Wednesday 15 December. The lunchtime 
will be slightly amended to allow all students to sit down and have a lunch if they desire. Tickets need to 
be purchased before the event, at a cost of £3; all Free School Meal students will receive the lunch as part 
of their normal allowance. These can be obtained from the dining room and it is easier if students try to 
purchase tickets before school or at break. On the 15 December, only the Christmas lunch will be on offer 
and students wanting something else should purchase their food at breaktime or bring in a packed lunch. 
 
Non uniform day 10 December 

A reminder that the non-uniform day is this Friday and if students could bring either a suggested donation 
of £2 or luxury hamper items it would be greatly appreciated. All proceeds will go to the Knole Community 
Store. 
 
Attendance 

I have received several requests to authorise absence in the week before Christmas due to the risks of 
Covid. While I understand the sentiment behind these requests, I am not allowed to authorise this 
absence as it does not fall within a permissible category as defined by the Department for Education. At 
present the number of cases of Covid in school is at the lowest level since the academic year began; this 
could change at any time, but as the news is full of reports on the Omicron strain it is sometimes easy to 
lose perspective. A reminder that only if an individual tests positive for the Omicron strain, is there a 
requirement for close contacts under the age of 16 to need to self-isolate.  
 
Masks 

Unfortunately, we must wear masks in communal areas at present and students need to wear them on 
public transport and in shops. I hope the requirement will be lifted when we return to school in January. 
It is each student’s responsibility to have a mask and we shall replace broken masks free of charge. If the 
requirement to wear a mask remains into the new year, we shall be charging for the provision of masks 
for students who arrive at school without one or an exemption. 
 
Year 10 Parents’ Evening 

As previously communicated on Thursday 9 December there is a Year 10 Parents’ Evening and therefore 
the school day will finish at 1.15pm. Students should bring the equipment they require for period 1-4 only. 
The following buses will be doing early collections: 

• S6 – Kemsing & Seal 

• S10 – Hextable / Swanley 
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• S11 – South Darenth / West Kingsdown / Borough Green 

• S12 – Crockenhill / Swanley 

• S13 – Wilmington / Sutton at Hone / Eynsford 

• S32 – Orpington / Chelsfield / Dunton Green 

• S33 – Chelsfield / Halstead / Knockholt / Riverhead 
 
We expect the Red route to also collect early but no one from their Head office is confirming this at 
present. 
 
Academic Tracking  

Appointments are now available for Academic Tracking on the evening of Thursday 16 December and the 
morning of Friday 17 December. These meetings will take place via SchoolCloud. Therefore, the last day 
that students will be in school is Thursday 16 December and we have a normal 3.30pm finish. 
 
Wellbeing website 

May I remind parents and students that on the Knole Academy website is a wellbeing section which as 
well as offering advice also has links to many other agencies. We appreciate that Christmas can be a 
difficult time for many people, and this may offer some support. 
 
Best wishes 
 

 
 
David Collins 
Headteacher 
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