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Dear Parents 
 
A few notes for your consideration this morning. 
 
School Buses 

Mr Major attended a KCC travel forum last week where it was explained to West Kent Schools that there would be 
changes to school buses next academic year as Kent did not have the money to finance unprofitable routes. All the 
staff from Kent schools who were in attendance raised concerns with these arrangements. Due to the notice period 
that operators must give, it is likely some services will be withdrawn at the end of September 2022. Kent County 
Council have embargoed the specific information as they seek to finalise the details, but they have indicated that 
the proposed changes will be released this week. We shall continue to press Kent on the retention of services and 
as soon as I have specific information that is not embargoed, I shall release it to parents. 
 
Hot Weather 

The weather looks as though it will be hot until the end of term and students will not be required to wear blazers 
and ties for the remainder of this academic year. At lunchtime there are options for students to sit under the 
canopies or stay in the dining room to avoid the sun.  
 
Work experience (Current Year 9) 

All year 10 students (current Year 9) will take part in a week of compulsory work experience from 26 - 30 June 2023. 
We will be using an external provider to facilitate the process and complete health and safety checks; students will 
complete the online application in September. Although the company will find the placements, parents who are 
able to, can source work experience for their child; this may mean that your child has a placement better suited to 
their interests. Early in the next academic year we shall be in touch again regarding the arrangements for this. 
 
Year 12 last week of term 

In the last week of term, Year 12 will be focussing on the core component of the IB, coursework and remedial 
lessons in some subjects, where learning has been disrupted. Although students will not necessarily be following 
their normal timetable, attendance is compulsory. 
 
Sixth Form Options 

On Tuesday, all Year 10 parents and students will be sent a link to the Knole Academy Sixth Form prospectus. Then 
on Tuesday 19 July 2022, students will be asked to give an indicative selection as to whether they wish to remain 
at Knole Academy and if so, which courses they would be interested in studying. This is not a commitment but 
allows us to arrange the options process for Year 11 in a way that ensures the greatest number of students can 
study their chosen pathway. As part of the general options process in September we will provide information on 
other providers/employers. 
 
Change in school Management Information System 

I shall write in more detail about this in the near future, but the school is moving from SIMS to Arbor as part of a 
change to its Management Information System (MIS). The MIS contains all the details we hold on students and is 



 

 
Knole Academy 

Bradbourne Vale Road, Sevenoaks, 
Kent TN13 3LE 

T: 01732 454608 

 

Headteacher:  Mr David Collins BSc Hons                                                           enquiries@knoleacademy.org           www.knoleacademy.org 
 

Knole Academy Company No.7115882    Registered in England and Wales 

used for assessment, attendance and examination recording. We have had significant problems with SIMS for the 
last two years and these have been widespread across SIMS schools. We hope the move to Arbor will improve our 
systems, however the impact to parents and students on this move is twofold. Firstly, it is unlikely that students 
will be able to access timetables and other information for most of the summer holidays as we are looking to 
migrate all the data from one system to another. Exam results are unaffected and should still be available through 
Edulink. Secondly, at Christmas we will move from Edulink to the Arbor parent app. We have been happy with 
Edulink but it does not support all of the functions that are available through Arbor, and the Arbor parent app will 
provide parents with more information.  Year 7 parents will move to the Arbor parent app from September; if you 
have a child joining in Year 7 and another child already in the school it is likely that all messages will come through 
the Arbor app. I shall send out download instructions and a user guide nearer the time. 
 
Thank you and enjoy the sunshine. 
 
 

 
 
David Collins 

 


