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16 October 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

As we have reached the last day of a very unusual half term, I just wanted to take the opportunity to clarify some 

issues that have arisen in the last few weeks. 

Confirmed Covid-19 at Knole Academy 

As my letter of the 13 October 2020 stated, we had a confirmed case of Covid-19 at Knole Academy, with the positive 

test being received on Monday evening. We rang the Department for Education hotline and they advised that we 

should ask close contacts only to isolate. We followed their advice. 

Today, Friday 16 October, we have been notified of a positive case with a Year 9 student. The student came into 

contact with someone who had tested positive outside of school and was self-isolating prior to taking a test. The advice 

from the Department for Education has been that we need to take no further action within the academy and only the 

infected student needs to self-isolate. Once again, this student is currently asymptomatic, and we wish the family a 

speedy recovery. 

Tunbridge Wells Grammar Schools for Boys had a confirmed case on Tuesday and DfE advice was for the whole year 

group to isolate. I highlight this just to illustrate that the way we handle positive cases will be determined by the advice 

we receive from the Department for Education, and each case may lead to different guidance being given.  

Part of our catchment area has now entered Tier 2 and I fear it is inevitable that other pupils will test positive. As you 

will have seen in the news, most young people are either asymptomatic or display mild symptoms, but they may pose 

a risk to more vulnerable family members. We shall continue to follow the guidance to ensure the safety of students 

while maintaining their education. 

Masks 

Students are wearing these consistently in the corridors or displaying exemption badges. Students should ensure they 

have their own mask after half term; we have provided a large number of paper masks this week to students and 

although we shall continue to do so in emergencies, it should not be viewed as a default option.  Of greater concern 

is that fact that we have provided masks to students on arrival at Knole Academy who we know travel via public 

transport, they must wear a mask while travelling on trains and buses. 

Summer Examinations 

The government have announced that they have pushed the summer examinations back by three weeks for GCSE and 

A-level subjects. IB subjects will still be assessed within the original time frame. The provisional timetable for exams 

can be found on the following link: 

https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/June-2021-Amended-Provisional-Timetable.pdf 

The provisional exam result collection dates are the 24 August for Sixth Form and the 27 August for GCSE students.  

All of these plans are provisional and subject to change, please do not assume that examinations will take place on the 

dates published. 

 

https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/June-2021-Amended-Provisional-Timetable.pdf
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Year 11 and Year 13 Mock Examinations 

We shall be holding mock examinations between 22 February 2021 and the 12 March 2021. These mock examinations 

will be held under strict exam conditions with all dispensation provided. There is still a chance that the summer 

examinations may not be able to be completed and I believe that if this is the case, these mocks will be used to justify 

centre assessed grades. It is vital students revise for these exams and take them as seriously as the final examinations. 

To enable students to maximise their performance we are arranging study leave for this period, students will only 

attend during their exams and should be revising when not taking an examination. The schedule for mock 

examinations will be distributed shortly after the half term break. 

Mobile Phones 

Generally, students have used these responsibly in lessons. However, we have confiscated a number of phones that 

were being used at breaks and lunch. I would like to maintain the current mobile phone rules and allow them in school 

after the Covid-19 limitations with shared equipment have been resolved. This is entirely dependent on responsible 

use by students and we appreciate your support in reinforcing this message. 

Set Changes 

We restructured our curriculum at the start of the academic year, and this allowed for greater movement to reflect 

performance in class and tests. We shall shortly be reviewing the setting arrangements and making changes; these are 

driven by the academic performance of students. This will be a regular occurrence to ensure that all students are 

working in classes where they are being academically challenged. Maths, English and science are all set autonomously, 

and a student can move up or down in one subject without changing the others. All other subjects are taught in mixed 

ability groups. 

Late Arrival to School 

After half term, if students arrive late to school, they will need to sign in with the Assistant Head of Year office, not 

main reception. This is a Covid-19 measure as the main reception has many external visitors during the course of the 

day. Students should avoid the main reception area unless absolutely necessary.  

Finally, this has been without doubt the most stressful term in my career, I dread every email and phone call with the 

concern that it is news of a positive case. I appreciate that many parents are similarly concerned about sending their 

children to school. I would like to thank you for the support that you have provided during this academic year and I 

would also like to thank the staff of Knole Academy who have worked in challenging circumstances to provide as near 

a normal education as possible. I wish everyone a restful and healthy half term break and look forward to seeing the 

students back at school on Monday 2 November. 

 

Best wishes 

 

David Collins 

Headteacher 

 


