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Dear Parents 
 
A final few notes for the academic year. 
 
First Day Arrangements 

The new Year 12 students will be departing for their NCS programme on Wednesday August 31 and Mr 
Turner has communicated separately regarding arrangements for this. 
 
The new intake of Year 7 students starts on Thursday 1 September, with arrival at the school between 
10.30-11.00am; students will finish at 3.30pm. 
 
All other students start on Friday 2 September at 8.45am. They will spend period 1 with their form tutors 
followed by normal timetabled lessons. 
 
Calendar dates 

Dates for next year are available on: 
 
The school calendar https://www.knoleacademy.org/503/calendar 
Term Dates https://www.knoleacademy.org/504/term-dates 
 
Just to draw your attention to the fact that we have early closing at 1.20pm to prepare for Open Day on 
Friday 16 September and we are closed for staff INSET on Monday 19 September. 
 
Edulink access 

As I have mentioned in previous correspondence, we are moving our Management Information Service 
to another provider over the summer holiday. This will mean that Edulink will not be updated during most 
of August due to synchronisation issues. Students will still be able to access their exam results via Edulink, 
but timetable information is unlikely to appear until the last week of August. 
 
Buses 

I mentioned in previous correspondence that Laura Trott MP was speaking to KCC regarding the 
cancellation of school services. In her weekly Chronicle article Laura states that there may be some 
movement on the KCC position with some services being retained. The county council will be providing 
updates in the summer on https://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/travelling-around-kent/bus-
travel/bus-services-in-kent   
There is already an update from Go Coach on the website which can be found here: 
https://www.kent.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/137975/Go-Coach-bus-route-status.pdf  
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Reconnect Programme 

KCC are running the reconnect programme again this summer and I attach two flyers related to this 
programme. 
 
Attendance 

I shall write in greater depth on this issue at the start of the academic year, but it is vital that we return to 
pre-pandemic levels of attendance. Attendance at school is directly correlated to attainment. That 
relationship was briefly suspended when all schools closed, as every student was equally affected. We are 
now back to the situation where time off leads to lost learning. Attendance is a key priority for Knole 
Academy next year, as it is nationally. The government are introducing new powers which will mean they 
will have live access to all schools’ attendance data; they are restricting the permissible reasons for 
absence and promoting greater use of penalty notices and prosecutions. This year the academy has tried 
to show consideration to absence where the pandemic had led to significant separation from families and 
mental health issues. I hope that the extended period of travel access, airport chaos aside, has enabled 
these reunions, as we will not be able to accede to these requests next academic year. I am asking every 
parent to support the academy in doing everything they can to ensure good attendance, this will give your 
child the best chance of success at school. 
 
To finish, may I thank all parents for their support during this year, the first in three years without an 
extended period of closure. I hope all students have enjoyed their studies and extracurricular activities 
this year, and I wish them all a lovely summer holiday. 
 
 
Best wishes 
 

 
 
David Collins 

 


