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23 February 2022 

 

Dear Parents and Students 

 

A brief update on a couple of issues and an attachment for the consideration of Year 13 students. 

 

Covid Updates 

As you are all aware, on Monday, the government announced a new plan “living with Covid” and this has 

implications on the way that schools operate. I have taken the key points of the announcements with time 

scales from the government press release. https://www.gov.uk/government/news/prime-minister-sets-out-

plan-for-living-with-covid  

 

From 24 February: 

• Today the guidance has been removed for staff and students in most education and childcare settings 
to undertake twice weekly asymptomatic testing. 

• The remaining domestic restrictions in England will be removed. The legal requirement to self-isolate 
ends. Until 1 April, we still advise people who test positive to stay at home. Adults and children who 
test positive are advised to stay at home and avoid contact with other people for at least five full days 
and then continue to follow the guidance until they have received two negative test results on 
consecutive days. 

From 1 April, the Government will: 

• No longer provide free universal symptomatic and asymptomatic testing for the general public in 
England. 

• Remove the health and safety requirement for every employer to explicitly consider COVID-19 in their 
risk assessments. 

 

International Baccalaureate 

While GCSE and A-level amendments for examinations were announced on the 7 February 2022, the 

International Baccalaureate made their amendments at the start of the academic year and students have been 

following a revised curriculum throughout. This morning they have asked for a letter to be distributed to all 

students and I attach it with this communication. 

 

I appreciate the anxiety that students feel entering an examination window, and this will have been 

heightened for many by the disruption caused by Covid. However, this disruption has affected every student 

who is undertaking examinations and I genuinely believe that students at Knole Academy are in a better 

place than most as they prepare for their exams.  

 

Best wishes 

 

 

David Collins 
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