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Dear Parents 
 
A few items for information. 
 
School Closures 
I would like to start this section by stating that I do not have any intention of closing the school in the 
foreseeable future but the email from Kent, found in italics below, reminded me that it was timely to 
inform parents of school closure procedures. In times of poor weather, we will always endeavour to keep 
the site open. However, we will take into consideration, not only the weather at the time of the decision, 
but also the forecast for the day as we appreciate that many of our students have long journeys on 
untreated roads. If poor weather is forecast, we will endeavour to make provisions to offer the normal 
curriculum via remote learning on the affected days. 
 
In the first instance, we shall send an alert via Edulink to inform you of the school closure, we shall also 
endeavour to update the pop up on the school website and inform the Kent Closures website. We will 
always aim to do this before 7.00am on the affected days to ensure that no student leaves home without 
knowing the status of the school. You can register with Kent Closures using the link and instructions below. 
 
Kent Closures 
By and large, we have been fortunate with the weather recently, but that looks like it is coming to an end, 
with a cold snap round the corner.  In addition, the number of Covid cases is high at the 
moment.   Therefore, it is important to have a reliable, timely and tested method of informing 
parents/carers, staff, other schools and KCC about a closure. 
 

I am asking that you take a minute to make sure that you are familiar with the site.  It is simpler than the 
old one, but there are some actions and terminologies that are slightly different. 
  
To access the site: 
  
1. Click on the link. https://kentclosures.co.uk/ 

 

2. This will show three tabs.  "Register for Alerts", "User Sign-In " and "Administrator sign-in". 
 
3. Parents/carers and staff can register as users at any time now, by clicking on the "Register for Alerts" 
tab and completing the fields.  
  
Note that after registering as a user, you can choose to receive notification from one or more schools as you 
need.  If you were previously registered under the old system, then that registration will have transferred 
over, but you should check that you are registered. 
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https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkentclosures.co.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cann.drury%40kent.gov.uk%7Cb254746de3b54bf4159a08d9af5f08e2%7C3253a20dc7354bfea8b73e6ab37f5f90%7C0%7C0%7C637733644960654954%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=2WXnoZjUB5anxpr8YOcWdvj30Fy28BrDRTAaHdrYdOE%3D&reserved=0
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Covid closures 
As mentioned in the communication from Kent, several schools in Kent have had to close due to staff 
shortages due to Covid and other illnesses. It is certainly the case that individuals’ immune responses seem 
to be depleted after extended lockdowns and we are seeing an increase in absence amongst staff and 
students. I apologise that more lessons have been taught by cover teachers than I would prefer, but in 
correspondence with other heads we have been fortunate with how we have been impacted. At present, 
we do not envisage having issues related to remaining open through staff absence. 
 
Footpath closure 
From KCC Access service: 
 
I am writing to advise you that Public Footpath SU11, known as Clockhouse Lane which runs between 
Lambarde Road and Bradbourne Park Road, will be closed on Wednesday 1 December 2021 for surfacing 
works. 
 
Non-Uniform Day 
We shall be holding a non-uniform day on Friday 10 December. We intend to use the proceeds from the 
event to purchase stock for the Knole Community Store. If students wish to wear their own clothes on this 
day, we ask that they make a voluntary donation of £2 or provide a luxury food item that can be added to 
the hampers. If donating food, please ensure that the best before date of the item is later than the 
Christmas period. Money or goods should be handed to form tutors at any time in the week commencing 6 
December. It is winter and students should wear appropriate clothing for the weather; rules regarding 
jewellery and make up do not change on this day. 
 
Best wishes 
 

 
 
David Collins 
Headteacher 
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