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29 November 2021 
 
Dear Parents 
 
On Friday and Sunday evenings we received emails from the Department for Education relating to the 
increased level of alert following the discovery of the Omicron variant.  
 
On Friday we received an email from the DfE in which they clarified that they would like all secondary 
schools to prepare to test their pupils once on-site on return in January 2022. After this test on return, 
pupils should continue to test in line with government guidelines. We intend to do this on the first day 
back on Tuesday 4 January 2022 in an extended morning form period, just as we had done at the start of 
the September term. All students will therefore attend school at the normal time on this day. We feel this 
is the best way to fulfil the testing expectation and minimise lost curriculum time. We will assume previous 
decisions regarding consent to these tests is valid- please only contact the school if you wish to change 
your consent decision from September. 
 
On Sunday evening the email (in italics below) was received. 
 
Information for all education and childcare settings on new measures in response to the identification of 
the Omicron variant of COVID-19 in the UK 
On Saturday 27 November, the Prime Minister announced new temporary measures following the 
emergence of the Omicron variant of COVID-19 in the UK.  
The new measures will be introduced as a precaution to slow down the spread of the variant while we 
gather more information. We will continue to keep this under review as the situation develops. 
Face coverings 
Face coverings should be worn in communal areas in all settings by staff, visitors and pupils or students in 
year 7 and above, unless they are exempt.  
Pupils or students (in year 7 or above) should continue to wear face coverings on public and dedicated 
school transport, unless they are exempt.  
Testing 
All educational and childcare settings should continue to encourage staff and students to test twice weekly 
using lateral flow device (LFD) tests.  
Contact tracing and isolation 
The current guidance on contact tracing and isolation remains in place. In addition to these, any suspected 
or confirmed close contacts of the Omicron variant will be asked to isolate for 10 days regardless of 
vaccination status or age. You will be contacted directly and told to isolate. 
Vaccination 
All eligible staff and students aged 12 and over are encouraged to take up the offer of the vaccine, including 
boosters. 
Vaccines are our best defence against COVID-19. They help protect young people and adults, and benefit 
those around them. Vaccination makes people less likely to catch the virus and less likely to pass it on. 
To book a vaccination, please visit: Book or manage a coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccination – NHS 
(www.nhs.uk). 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection?utm_source=28%20November%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/
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As a result, from Tuesday 30 November, students will need to wear masks in indoor communal areas such 
as corridors and the dining room. Students may wear masks in classrooms but there is no expectation for 
them to do so. If your son or daughter needs to be exempt from wearing a mask, please provide a note to 
the pastoral office where an exemption badge will be given. I would always prefer students not to have to 
wear masks in school, and as soon as the government lifts the requirement to do so I shall remove this 
expectation. 
 
In addition, it is with regret that the Christmas Concert will not be performed in front of an audience. The 
requirement for 10 days self-isolation, even for vaccinated individuals, if a person comes into contact with 
someone who tests positive for the Omicron variant means that the potential for the event to result in a 
large group of parents and staff having to isolate over Christmas is too great to risk. Most of the event will 
be available to watch via streaming platforms. 
 
I hope these restrictions are temporary and we can return to a level of normality in the new year. 
 
Best wishes 
 

 
 
David Collins 
Headteacher 
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