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As a mark of respect and to honour 
those who gave their lives in the First 
World War, Knole Academy brought  
the centenary commemorations into 
the classroom.

The mathematics scheme of work for 
the Autumn Term provided the ideal 
conduit for the creation of the profound 
displays of poppies arranged in cameos 
around the school. Each poppy is made 
from a circle that has been shaded to 
create the poppy imagery. The students 
had to calculate the area, circumference 
and name the parts of the circle in their 
maths classes and in tutor time they 
learnt what the poppies have come  
to symbolise.

Every student and member of staff has 
given their time and commitment to 
this project and today there are over  
10 000 poppies that now adorn the 
walls of the Academy.   

WW1 STAG YOUTH  
THEATRE GROUP
I really enjoyed watching the 
performance by the Stag Youth 
Theatre Group. I particularly enjoyed 
how they changed the scenes so 
smoothly and how the plot linked  
to events and games we play in  
2018 (Fortnite). I also like the way  
they were feeding us information 
about the war in the play by using 
theatrical devices such as placards 
and narration. The props were added 
really well to the play; the pop guns, 
bird and laptop, for example.  
The whole production was supported 
by excellent sound effects which 
helped to take us from one scene  
to another. The actors knew what  
they were doing at all times which 
really impacted on our engagement 
as an audience.

Jenson 7VH

UK PARLIAMENT TEACHER 
AMBASSADOR GOLD
A Knole Academy teacher is celebrating news from 
Westminster that she has achieved the highest level 
possible in a nationwide scheme. Mrs Stevens has been 
awarded UK Parliament Teacher Ambassador Gold 
status and has been thanked for her “excellent work”  
by the Parliament Education Service.

Mrs Stevens was earlier this year selected from more 
than a hundred names across the country to attend  
the annual Teachers’ Institute at the Houses of 
Parliament, which included question and answer 
sessions with Speaker of the House of Commons  
John Bercow and the House of Lords Speaker Lord 
Fowler and Baroness Grey-Thompson. 

Mrs Stevens says;
“I’m delighted to receive the news that I’ve reached Gold 
level status in recognition of the work I have done as a UK 
Parliament Teacher Ambassador. 

I am very much looking forward to developing my training 
through further opportunities I’ve been offered at Gold 
Ambassador level and  
to building on the  
work I’ve been doing  
to engage students  
and staff at Knole 
Academy and beyond”

YEAR 12 POLITICS 

VISIT TO 
PARLIAMENT 
Mrs Stevens took three students from Year 12 
Politics to Parliament on the 15 November   
– it wasn’t the day of Prime Minister’s Questions 
but Teresa May was making a statement to the 
House on the draft Brexit agreement. 

We were lucky enough to be allowed into the 
front row of the public gallery and were able  
to do some political celebrity spotting as well  
as listening to this very important debate. 

The students (and their teacher) were very 
excited to be there on such a momentous day.

After our time in the Commons public gallery  
we proceeded to the House of Lords who were 
also debating the draft Brexit agreement  
and were struck by how much gentler  
in nature the debate was.
 
A truly unforgettable day.

Celebrating  
100 Years of Armistice with 

On the 12th November, Year 7 and 8 students attended  
a performance of The Muddy Choir at Sevenoaks School.  
The Theatre Company have received outstanding reviews 
for this profoundly moving and emotional performance.  
It entails three young soldiers in Ypres during 1917 who 
try to sing their way out of war and return safely home. 

Despite the jovial beginning, the end was tense,  
terrifying and heart-breaking as they sing their last  
song. The students were utterly gripped with the 
outstanding sound effects accompanied by the a capella 
harmonies. Year 7 and 8 have achieved a better contextual 
understanding of war and this has enlightened them in 
their English lessons whilst studying War Poetry. 

Not only this but it was a thought provoking performance 
that linked with Armistice Day beautifully. 

KNOLE ACADEMY REMEMBERS

We are also pleased to say that we  
have been able to provide some 
displays to the senior citizens who live 
in the residential care home Garlinge 
Lodge in Southborough, Kent who are 
delighted with our tribute to the fallen.

We are proud  
to ‘remember  
them’

THE MUDDY CHOIR
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The aim is to enable the development of personal responsibility, leadership and 
self-discipline. Each CCF is an educational partnership between the school and the 
Ministry of Defence, and a CCF section.

For the past two years Knole Academy have been running an Army section, CCF in 
conjunction with Sevenoaks School, who have a long stand CCF unit.  In January 2019, 
we will be going it alone and running our own CCF from the school, but we  
will continue to do some training and exercise with Sevenoaks School. 

We start parading from Thursday 10th January 2019 at 1530 till 1730hrs.  

At present, children get to join us from Year 10, although this could change as we grow!

There are also many opportunities to develop other skills such as self-discipline,  
team work, public speaking and leadership. 

Cadets also have the opportunity to attend overnight exercises and summer camps. 

During the half term Miss Nimmo took ten of our Combined Cadet Force cadets 
to France, to be part of the Army Cadet Force Commemorative visits. This was  
a wonderful opportunity for the cadets and culminated in them being part of 
the Service of Remembrance at Thiepval Memorial. The Thiepval Memorial 
dominates the landscape for miles around and is the largest Commonwealth 
memorial to the missing in the world. We visited four of the Commonwealth War 
Graves around The Somme, including the Newfoundland Memorial Park and 
Beaumont Hamel and Sheffield Memorial Park.

COMBINED CADET FORCE

DOFE 
     BRONZE 
The Duke of Edinburgh award was created as a way  
of challenging young people and that is exactly what  
it did for Knole Academy students. This year, a record 
breaking seventy students undertook their Bronze 
assessed expedition, with a 100% success rate.

On a rainy and cold Friday morning, the children set 
out from Ightham on their assessed expedition. The 
students had spent the last five months preparing for 
what would be the final test of their award. Despite 
worsening wind and rain, the students set off at  
10am in good spirits. They spent the next seven hours 
working in teams of seven to get to their campsite in 
the countryside. There is no better foil to team spirit 
and fortitude than the inclement British weather, but 
the students pushed through in a good-natured and 
mature way. 

For a lot of the students, it was only their second 
journey into the countryside using a map; many had 
never strayed far from their urban homes. For all, this 
was their first time venturing forth into nature without 
direct help from an adult. All students worked well  
as a team, over the two-day expedition, using grim 
determination and a great sense of humour to 
complete their test successfully. 

The programme encourages and develops resilience 
amongst its participants, and a staff member 
commented, “It’s great to see the students become more 
independent as a result of Duke of Edinburgh Award 
scheme. Students are able to develop a range of skills 
outside of the classroom which will help them become 
well-rounded individuals who can succeed in a 
competitive job and further education market.”

The Careers department organised for Post-Sixteen 
students to attend the Skills-Fest Careers Fair in Tunbridge 
Wells on Tuesday 16 October 2018. This interactive event 
aims to inspire young people within the Kent area as they 
plan for their future. 

The fair is supported by local businesses offering a wide 
range of advice and activities from a considerable 
assortment of sectors such as: retail, hospitality, 
manufacturing, health and social care, including land based 
careers and the Armed Forces, informing students of 
opportunities and progression available including 
businesses that offer apprenticeships locally. 

Nearby colleges and universities were also represented, 
offering an insight into course opportunities and future 
career prospects.

Our CCF unit is overseen by our School Headmaster and consists of a Contingent Commander,  
a School Staff Instructor (SSI) and Army Section Commander.

There are Combined Cadet Force (CCF) contingents in over 400 secondary 
schools all over the UK, offering young people a broad range of challenging, 
exciting, adventurous and educational activities. 

Contingent Commander – Mr J. Cason (Math)
School Staff Instructor – Mr A Andrews (DT Tech)

Army Section Commander – Ms C. Nimmo (Admin)
Assisted by the Cadet Training Team (Military)

The CCF enables young people to  
gain in confidence, experience things 
they might otherwise not have the 
opportunity to, and students enjoy the 
variety it brings to a school education.

SKILLSFEST 
CAREERS FAIR 
2018 
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SCIENCE THROWDOWN 2018
All seemed peaceful in the Science Department, 
and then, it wasn’t!
Mrs Corbett adorned her silly red top hat and gathered the teachers of science and 
their Year 10 tutees into the Oaks Theatre for what became a tense afternoon of 
chemistry knowledge wizardry. 

Teams were selected by the tutor groups and were prepared with knowledge quiz 
questions through the first term of school. Teams competed to make it through 
gruelling rounds by responding to the high demanding questions. The display of 
chemistry competency was high, as were the pitch of Mrs Slade’s screams of applause. 
Students were on their feet in support of their peers. It was a fantastic atmosphere.

It all came down to a tie breaker. There could only be one winner. 10SD raised the 
trophy to be crowned the first Throwdown Champions. It all came down to the exact 
wording required for a covalent bonding question in the specification, as it would be 
in the exams.  

The physics throwdown is in the preparation stages. With so many routing against 
them, 10SD will have to double their efforts to retain that ‘beautiful trophy’.

Very well done to all competitors, it was a brave thing to do. Well done to all tutees 
embracing our science knowledge interventions. 

We were lucky enough to be joined by Go Coaches’ Eco bus this term. The first fully 
electric bus in Kent. The bus has been tested in Sevenoaks over the past few weeks to 
evaluate the range and hardiness compared to usual diesel buses. Students were treated 
to a lesson from Mr Blackburn, the managing director of Go coaches. Students were able 
to apply many concepts in the KS3 and KS4 curriculum such as combustion, effects of 
global warming, kinetic energy and evaluation of newer models against normal or hybrid 
buses. Students were then given the opportunity to have a ride in it. The bus was very 
quiet indeed and felt more like an underground train. Whilst pricier and a shorter range 
than a normal bus it is clear that Eco buses would be a better bet to reduce impact of 
human activities on global conditions. 

SCIENCE  
ECO  
BUSES

As part of my Child Development course, 
I went to the V&A Childhood Museum  
in London. It was hugely beneficial to  
my coursework on understanding the 
benefits of learning through play. The first 
activity we did when we got there was to 
listen to a very informative educational 
talk from one of the museum staff. 

CHILD DEVELOPMENT
In this talk, we learned about the history 
of toys and how they related to the 
children’s needs. We then proceeded to 
design our own table of toys, using our 
knowledge to make it as appealing as 
possible to a child. After this talk, we 
went around the museum. 

The toys on display ranged from an 
antique zoetrope, to a modern scalextric 
circuit. Some of the toys were interactive, 
such as a rocking horse for younger 
children and a lights room where you 
could change the colours of the walls.

The museum  
had a display of  
a pirate ship that 
children could 
climb on and play 
in. My favourite 
part of the 
museum, was 
inside the ship. 

It was an ultraviolet room where our 
shirts and paper glowed. There was a lot 
of information provided by the museum. 
We all were given sheets to fill out 
throughout the day – which later proved 
very useful for coursework. We left the 
museum at about 2pm and made our 
way home. The museum staff were 
extremely kind and knowledgeable and 
made our whole day more fun. I would love 
to go again as the activities were fun and 
helped improve my coursework massively.

Sophie, Year 11

Last Tuesday, we had a marketing 
masterclass from Joe Blunden who is 
head of the marketing team for the NHS. 

It took place to bring our coursework to 
life so we have examples that we will 
understand in more depth. It is also a 
mandatory part of our coursework and 
without it, we will fail the course.

Within this class, we got given a sheet  
of paper which was a plan for making  
our own campaign trying to encourage 
people to stop smoking. Firstly we had  
to make a SMART objective that we wish 
to achieve. 

He explained that we had to choose an 
audience, our marketing channels and 
make up a key message within a set word 
limit to engage the audience well. 

We learnt why we needed to make the 
plan within the structure and the reasons 
for the plan.

I think this class has influenced how I will 
create my own campaign and has given 
me ideas on how to do it in the future. 

The class was helpful to me in 
understanding marketing as a whole.

by Tia

MARKETING MASTER CLASS 
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Oreo, the hamster, helps out the Year 10 GCSE Psychology Students

As part of the GCSE Psychology course it is vital that the students understand the 
debate between nature and nurture with regards our explanation of behaviour.  

This was practically and theoretically investigated during the perception topic 
using Gibson’s unique Visual Cliff experiment. Students had to be innovative with 
cardboard boxes, polythene and check paper in order to recreate the apparatus 
used to mimic a cliff drop and to test whether the participant would step off the 
solid surface onto what would have been a sheer drop. In the original experiment, 
Gibson had used 6 to 18 month old infants and a number of different animals that 
could walk from birth, i.e. chicks, kittens, lambs and rats. 
 
A huge thank you to Chloe Marlow for loaning us Oreo, her pet hamster and Mrs 
Marlow for taking the time to bring Oreo in on two separate occasions. For the 
most part, students replicated the Gibson ‘s results which suggests that depth 
perception is innate. The experiment helped to reinforce understanding of depth 
perception, the nature versus nurture debate and how laboratory research using 
animals can raise ethical issues but aid psychological advancements. 

This October our Year 7 students had the opportunity to visit Howletts Wild Animal Park. Whilst 
there, they were able to see a variety of animals and draw them as a start to our animals project.  

For some of our students this was the first time they had seen their favourite animals in real life, 
and they were excited to see how the wildlife park works to protect them. 

“Our school trip to the zoo was really 
good, we saw loads of animals and 
drew some as well as taking pictures. 
I had loads of fun.”
Lacie – Year 7

“I thought the Howletts zoo trip was 
fun and at the same time we were 
learning and it didn’t feel like it. I liked 
the animals and the shop.”
Evelyn – Year 7

“When we got to Howletts we saw lots of amazing 
animals that we got to draw. Some were cute, some 
were not, and it was a very fun school trip.”
Brook – Year 7

“I think it was really good, I 
enjoyed all the animals. I really 
like tigers so I enjoyed seeing a 
tiger. The trip was 10/10.”
Adam – Year 7

Following the Year 7 maths trip to Battle 
Abbey in May, the students in 7w1 and in 
7v1 made a 3-D scaled model of the terrain 
on which the battle took place.

Students were introduced to topographical 
maps and how contour lines work. A map  
of the terrain was split into 9 sections: W1 
made 4 sections, V1 made 4 sections and 
Mrs Askew and Mrs Rajaratnam made 1 
section.  

Many students reported that they enjoyed 
working with their friends, and gluing the 
layers for Papier-mâché.

BATTLE ABBEY PROJECT 

Ella in 7v1 explained how the sections were made:

1. Our class was put into groups of eight. 

2.  We first coloured in sheets and glued them onto 
each other to see how the contours worked. 

3.  Mrs Askew cut out polystyrene and we glued 
them correctly onto each other.  

4.  We used our paper model to check that it 
looked correct. 

5.  We glued Papier-mâché then we stuck light  
and dark green tissue on it. 

6. We stuck all the different models together.

YEAR 7 TRIP TO HOWLETTS

Here are some of their comments about the day:

THE VISUAL CLIFF  
EXPERIMENT
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Catering and Hospitality – Culinary Skills Diploma

This year three very keen Year 12 students have chosen to study 
the City and Guilds Level 2 Diploma in Culinary Skills.

The team have been learning many of the cooking techniques 
and practices used in modern professional kitchens. They are 
taught how to prepare a vast array of produce and cook without 
the slightest ‘Ding’ from a microwave.

Learning how to present food 
for hungry and sometimes 
demanding customers is a 
vital component of the course.  
With this in mind the kitchen 
has been called into action for  
a number of special occasions 
this term.

The annual Sevenoaks 
Business Awards Dinner was 
held on Friday 14 September 
in The Oaks. This was a great learning experience as the young 
team worked alongside 3 professional chefs, serving a two 
course meal for 120 guests in under 50 minutes. 

We commenced this year with three new GCSE groups in Year 9. 
The students have shown great enthusiasm and made a positive 
start to their new qualification.

Our first half term was spent looking at protein. To complete  
the topic we carried out our annual omelette challenge where 
students were invited to make a flavoured two egg omelette  
of their choice and the winners from each food group are  
shown below.

We then moved on to the topic of fish where we were luckily 
enough to allow the students to witness a demonstration of 
dressing a crab which was then turned into Crab pizza and crab 
tarts and finally a crab soup with American Flat breads.

Other students visited our Hospitality Kitchen where our  
Chef Lecturer Mr Arnott demonstrated shelling of prawns, 
preparation of squid and filleting of herrings.

Year 10 students were delighted to have the opportunity 
to take part in a butchery master class. Mr Pearson  
(a retired local butcher) used his experience to guide 
students to accomplish new skills. The students learned 
to butcher a deer and produce different cuts including  
a Crown of Venison and from the off cuts we made 
sausages. 

The Crown of Venison was prepared for an external 
client’s birthday and as noted in his letter of thanks,  
he was very satisfied with the stunning centre piece.

“Dear Mr Pearson and students,
Thanks to you and your team at Knole Academy 
for all your work to produce the Crown of 
Venison. It made an unusual centre piece for 
a birthday celebration. The Crown cooked 
perfectly and tasted delicious.”

WHAT’S 
COOKING

YEAR 10 FOOD TECH – MASTERCLASS

Pork Belly and Pork Chop with Garlic Mash Carrots and Apple Sauce

Some other notable highlights include a Governors Lunch on 
Friday 28 September and more recently canapés and a three 
course meal on Friday 16 November to celebrate the 
retirement of Knole Principal, Mrs Boyle.

We were happy to welcome back Rebecca Webster on Tuesday  
6 November. Rebecca was one of the first students to pass 
through the kitchen and is now head chef in a local food pub.  
She did a masterclass on presentation and gave out some tips 
and useful information on employment in the industry.

The Christmas festivities have started early in the kitchen and  
as I write we have already catered for the Woman’s Institute 
lunch. Staff are booked in over the next few weeks and I hope  
to report on a couple of highly successful meals in the next 
edition of Blaze. 

The chefs are now out working in industry one day per week 
and I am sure they will be learning many tips of the trade from 
their professional mentors. 

MayConor

FOOD TECH

OMELETTE
CHALLENGE

Isabelle

Mrs McGauley was awarded the Game Changer 
Project Award 2018 for best teacher. She was 
recognised for the development of her skills 
and knowledge by the judges of the Eat  
Game Awards! A celebratory meal, with an 
opportunity to meet star of BBC’s Countryfile, 
Adam Henson, ex pop group JLS member, JB Gill, 
and founder of the food teacher centre,  
Louise Davis, made for a memorable evening. 

Year 9 had a Cracking time 
learning to dress a crab.

Students extended their 
culinary skills making a crab 
bisque with a sesame bread 
biscuit and a crab pizza 
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The team have also supported the 
Ronald McDonald House Charity which 
was proposed by a Year 11 student 
whose family were supported by the 
charity when their daughter was 
diagnosed with a terminal condition.  

We held weekly tuck shops including a 
Halloween themed tuck shop. We sold 
doughnuts to raise money for Children 
in Need.

We attended the Christmas Fair by 
selling second hand uniform, charity 
wrist bands, candy canes and Christmas 
sweet cones which our team produced.  

The monies raised will go towards 
supporting Jordan, a former student 
who has sadly just been diagnosed with 
liver cancer. We will continue to support 
her and her family during the new year.
I would like to thank the students and 
parents for supporting Knole Interact 
and wish the new Committee members 
all the best.

Jess, Y11 Former Knole Interact President

This year’s fair was a huge success. The atmosphere  
in all parts of the school was fun and festive (despite 
the fire drill half way through). Staff, students, parents 
and public all contributed to a real community event, 
which signalled the start of the Christmas season. 

As usual, the students came up with creative and 
unusual money making schemes: guess where Santa 
lives, name the teddy, glitter tattoo, champagne 
coolers,digital camera Christmas photos, and cakes, 
cakes, cakes. In the gallery there were a variety of 
stalls run by members of the public, selling jewellery, 
Christmas cards, knitted gifts, candles, wreaths, and 
many other items. In the auditorium there were the 
traditional Knole Academy stalls selling tins of food, 
cakes (did I mention cakes?), toiletries, bottle tombola, 
books, chocolate tombolas, hampers and more. 

Once again the most profitable stall was the bacon  
roll stall run by the Business Studies group, closely 
followed by 9AS who did a tombola/ lucky dip run by 
Harry, Cormack, Alfie, Callum and Charlie. Mention 
must also be given to James and his mum and dad, 
who set up their own stall selling beautifully packaged 
sweets and raised £65 and donated it all to Knole 
Academy. Many thanks for your generosity. Well done 
to Luke 7AL and Jessica 7AL who sold the most raffle 
tickets. House points and prizes will be awarded to
 the top fundraisers.

The total raised from the fair and the grand draw was 
£4700, slightly down on last year but made up by the 
fun everyone had on the day. In addition to this £170 
was raised on the door to support Jordan Dawes, one 
of our former students who has recently suffered a 
stroke and is now battling liver cancer. Added to this  
is the £130 raised by the Knole Interact group. 

PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION 
CHRISTMAS FAIR

I wanted to explain what Knole Interact 
is for the Year 7 parents that aren’t 
aware of what we do. We are a fund-
raising club run by our students who 
organise events for selected charities. 

We are affiliated to the Sevenoaks  
& Amherst branch of the Rotary Club. 
Each year we vote in a Vice President, 
President, Secretary and Treasurer from 
the students who attend the club 
regularly. We also hold an annual 
general meeting with members of  
the Rotary Club in attendance.

We had our first Committee meeting of 
the year on 10 October 2018 where Mr 
Ridout from the Rotary Club attended 
along with Mrs Boyle, Ms Green and Mrs 
Noble. The last charities we raised 
money were for; CRY – Cardiac Risk in 
the Young which was proposed by our 
former member Kian as it was a charity 
close to his family and The London  
Fire Relief Fund for Grenfell Tower.  

KNOLE  
INTERACT

Mid-Winter 2018 - Update

The Knole Interact team worked 
tirelessly keeping the students  
hydrated by selling refreshing ice  
poles and drinks at the annual 
sponsored walk in the Summer.

I was extremely proud to report that  
we managed to reach our target last 
year and beat the previous year’s 
amount by raising £5,560!  

During the meeting we appointed  
new committee members as follows:
Chloe – Vice President, Adrian – President, 
Alex – Treasurer and Xavier – Secretary.  

Tyler, Liam and I have enjoyed our roles 
as Committee members and feel very 
confident that the new team will be able 
to continue the good work. We will 
ensure that we will support the team 
whilst we are studying hard in Year 11.

This term the Knole Interact team 
supported the Poppy Appeal by selling 
poppies during form time for 2 weeks.  

Get well soon Jordan.

Planning will begin in the New Year on how best the 
money can be spent to benefit all Knole students.

39 students accompanied by Mrs Grant 
(Careers Leader) were invited to attend an 
information session at Sevenoaks School. 
There were speakers from the University of Bristol and East 
Anglia who addressed subjects ranging from ‘An overview  
of what it is like to study at university’ to ‘The application 
process and what universities are looking for’, including  
a section on student finance. 

Dr Mariama Ifode, from Cambridge Occupational Analysists 
talked to the students with suggestions on ‘Thinking Positively 
about the Future’ and practical tips and advice on where and 
how to research Higher Education choices and careers. 

The National Citizenship Service (NCS) an organisation that has 
designed a social development programme for 15 to 17 year 
olds, gave a presentation on their summer programmes, which 
are specifically designed to provide young people with new 
challenges and experiences. 

A further talk from Pathway CTM Enterprise tackled the subject 
of ‘understanding the labour market and how to start a 
successful career’.  The students indicated that they had  
found the morning very helpful and informative.

YEAR 11 HIGHER EDUCATION TRIP TO SEVENOAKS SCHOOL
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At the end of the summer holidays, Ryan competed in the All England  
Championships in Sunderland and won his Under 14 Category. He also was  
awarded a Bursary with the British Ski Academy for winning the GBR series.
 
Ryan was also one of six under 14 children in England to be invited by Snowsports 
England to join the Ambassadors on a training day in Gloucester, which included  
team building, psychology and fitness, which he attended and thoroughly enjoyed.  

Snowsports England will be choosing new Ambassadors in December, so we are 
keeping our fingers crossed till then that he will be chosen.

SKIING SUCCESS

What an amazing Harvest festival this has been. The Harvest 
boxes have been absolutely amazing. The most creative ever… 
a special mention must go to Year 10 who have amassed the 
most special commendations. All the produce is very welcome 
by Loaves and Fishes food bank in Sevenoaks our chosen 
charity. Many thanks to the Reverend Angela Rigby from  
St John’s United Reform Church and Pastor Glenn Walsh  
from the Vine Evangelical Church. Their Harvest messages  
were very powerful and most appreciated by the students  
who gave them both a well-deserved round of applause.

I also want to thank all the Tutors for encouraging their form  
to be creative and contribute produce. All this of course would 
not be possible without the help of the Caretakers who will  
be delivering this food to the Food bank.

Many house points were awarded to the best box in each  
year group. With the prestigious awards being:

Most creative box 2018 goes to 10KN for the supernatural  
snake charmer covered in lights. A skeleton wearing a red turban 
charming a green cobra with ruby eyes is always a sight to behold.

Most produce box 2018 goes to 10IS, who created a powerful 
image of a tank shooting poppies lying in an abundance of life 
giving produce. A very clever and generous box. 

HARVEST FESTIVAL 2018
Overall winners score 300 points
Best in form for creative and produce score 100 points 
Special commendations score 50 points

Year 7: 
Water= 100 points  Fire= 100 points 
Air= 100 points  Earth= 100 points

Year 8: 
Water= 50 points  Fire= 150 points 
Air= 100 points  Earth= 0 points

Year 9: 
Water= 100 points  Fire= 150 points 
Air= 50 points  Earth= 50 points

Year 10: 
Water: 100 points  Fire= 50 points 
Air= 150 points  Earth= 200 points

Year 11: 
Water: 0 points  Fire= 100 points 
Air= 150 points  Earth= 50 points

10KN: Air= 300 points  10IS: Earth= 300 points.

THE WINNING HOUSE IS AIR WITH 850 HOUSE  
POINTS. VERY WELL DONE.

Earth comes next with 700 house points,  
Fire with 550 house points and Water  
with 350 house points.

Thank you all for your amazing support. 

Miss Hughes
PSHE/SMSC/RS co-ordinator

SCHOOL COUNCIL
The first school council meeting of the year welcomed many 
new members and some returning for a second year. Mrs Boyle 
and Mr Collins were in attendance, with the main topic of 
discussion being two consultation documents for students 
– how can we improve the teaching and learning at Knole 
Academy and how we can further develop the House System. 
These will also be discussed in tutor groups and the feedback 
will be used to help Mr Collins and staff to plan for the future 
when he takes over as Headteacher in January. 

Oliver 13CH
Amy 13NC
Rose 11DL
Nathan 11AC
Jevan 10CR
Chloe 10OO
Eman 10IS
Joshua 9CI
Tilly 9CI
Arturas 9JD
Olivia 8JA
Sophie 8LC
Thomas 7JS
Edie 7JS

SCHOOL COUNCIL 
MEMBERS 2018/19

Last week 15 GCSE PE students helped 
to lead a primary school inclusion event 
organised by Valance Special School.  
The event focused on young people 
with physical/learning difficulties and 
those who are disengaged with 
traditional games. The event featured  
6 inclusive sports, some which are 
featured in the Paralympics such as 
bocia and gaol ball.  

It was a real eye opening experience  
for our leaders as they were challenged 
to deliver sports many had never heard 
of before such as poly bat and table 
cricket. All of our leaders did a brilliant 
job of engaging with the young people 
taking part leaving them feeling full  
of self-confidence and pride.

Thank you to all involved and to  
Mr Strange at Valance School for 
organising such a great event.

DARING  
TO BELIEVE
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Year 11 kick started their season with a convincing win 
at Sackville and are currently undefeated with big 
games against Judd and Cranbrook still to come before 
the Christmas break. Ewan (captain) knows how strong 
both teams can be but is confident the boys can bring 
home the win.   

Our Year 9 team, led by Sam, lost a tough battle away 
at Judd in their season opener but have shown 
resilience beating Hugh Christie, Sackville and 
Hayesbrook in past weeks.  

This team keeps getting better and better including 
some strong plays from Tom and Oscar who only 
started playing basketball earlier this year, well  
done boys.   

Most of the boys selected, attend the after school 
basketball club on a Friday with the majority having 
never played a competitive fixture before.  It is great  
to see them all gain confidence and valuable game 
experience; all of their hard work at basketball club  
is starting to pay off.  

If you’re interested in playing basketball at Knole 
please speak to Mr White or come along on   
a Friday, 3:30-5:00pm in the sports hall.      

Earlier this term Radnor House 
hosted the annual primary school 
cross country event which was 
superbly organised by Mrs Strange.  

Knole students, Lucy and Eren who 
helped to lead the event acting as 
hares for the younger children to 
chase through the woods. They did 
an incredible job at setting the pace 
and encouraged the little runners to 
keep on going even when they  
felt emotional and tired.  

What an incredible season the girls have had.  
They have finished the season completely unbeaten 
after 11 games scoring an incredible 23 goals and 
conceding only 2. The joint top goal scorers are Ami 
and Thea, who play as an awesome duo.  The team 
will now compete in the West Kent Girls football 
final next year against St. Gregory’s. I am immensely 
proud of all of them. Well done girls. Let’s bring that 
trophy home.

The U13s league will begin after Christmas. No 
pressure girls, we need to retain that trophy again. 

Arsenal did it in the 03/04 season, now our Year 9 boys have 
followed suit going a whole season unbeaten winning their 
league in style, come on lads The team rode their luck at 
times, none more so than at Charles Darwin where our 
wood work was tested on multiple occasions before 
Haydon Sharp smashed in a screamer from the centre circle 
to secure all 3 points.  

Every member of the team showed heart and put their 
bodies on the line at various points this season, it was a real 
team effort.  We will definitely be the team to beat next year 
so I hope the boys are ready?     

POSITION NAME TIME
111 Olivia  00:12:24
147 Amelie  00:12:58
172 Daisy 00:13:11
184 Nina  00:13:35
185 Amy  00:13:36
187 Megan  00:13:37
203 Alice  00:14:08
205 Caitlin  00:14:11
206 Isabelle  00:14:15
218 Bella  00:14:43
231 Lulu  00:16:41
232 Jodie  00:16:42

JUNIOR KNOLE RUN
Friday 16 November saw the annual Junior Knole Run 
take place through Knole Park. Knole Academy’s top 
cross country runners from Year 7 and 8 were taken to 
test themselves against the whole of the South East.  

With over 250 competitors in each race, competition 
for places was extremely strong. The eventual winner 
of each race was only 1 or 2 minutes ahead of our top 
placed runner. 

P.E. RUN 
FORREST, 
RUN

BASKETBALLRESULTS

POSITION NAME TIME
50 Louis  00:14:04
73 Ewan  00:14:25
88 Louie  00:14:36
89 Ben  00:14:36
188 Harry  00:16:19
209 Kit  00:16:53
224 Todd  00:17:16
233 Hayden  00:17:56
238 Francis  00:18:06
243 Santiago  00:18:19

Conditions for the race were tough with heavy mist and 
cold temperatures. As the track became muddy our runners 
showed great determination and resilience to pick up 
placings late in the race.

A big congratulations to all the runners. Thank you to the 
Year 8’s for competing in such a large race and for the Year 7 
runners, we will see you again next year.

Eren and Lucy were praised by the 
organisers, the parents and their 
children competing for all they did to 
help make the day a success, thank you 
for representing the Academy so well.

THE RETURN OF  
THE INVINCIBLES

U15 GIRLS’ 
FOOTBALL

In November, 8 Knole students 
ventured to Gillingham for the 
annual Kent School Games Table 
Tennis competition. Those who 
competed last year remembered 
how tough the competition was 
and quickly realised that it 
wasn’t going be any easier this 
year. The standard of table tennis 
being played was outstanding 
leaving some of our boys open 
mouthed at the task of winning 
their matches.  

Sadly our B team were quickly 
knocked out failing to win  
a single match so all eyes  
quickly moved onto the A  
team. Ethan battled hard  
to win a couple of matches 
against tough opposition and 
Kellen did all he could by  
clawing a single victory from  
his tranche of matches but  
sadly it wasn’t going to be 
enough to see them through  
to the final stages.  

TABLE TENNIS TRAUMA 

All of the boys are now back in table tennis 
boot camp with Mr Turner, honing their skills  
in preparation for next year’s competition.       
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Knole Academy have entered the Tonbridge 
School’s Netball League fielding a team 
in all age groups. The standard of netball 
demonstrated by Knole Academy students this 
year has been reflected in their training sessions 
every week and the results they are producing. 

We currently have 50 students attending practice every Monday after 
school which is a fantastic achievement. Both the U16s and U14s are 
dominating their leagues without losing a game with two fixtures left, 
including wins over Trinity, Mascalls Academy, Skinners Kent Academy 
and St Gregory’s. 

Knole Academy would not need to play the last two games and  
would still be awarded winners of their leagues, well done girls!  
This demonstrates the talent we have amongst our netball players.

The U13s are improving game by game with wins over Bennett  
Memorial, Mascalls Academy, Trinity and a 30-3 win over Skinners  
Kent Academy. Cranbrook School have joined our league and currently 
top however our girls pushed them to the last second and lost  
narrowly 17-12. 
 
The U12s are slowly developing into a good team with the help of  
Miss Matthews and our Sport A level students. They train very hard  
every Monday and are improving each game including draws with 
Mascalls Academy and St Gregory’s.

Well done girls!

NETBALL
ROTARY CLUB

NETBALL  TOURNAMENT
On the 6 November the Year 9 Netball team entered the Kent Netball U14s School 
tournament at Rainham School for Girls. 

Schools we were pooled against included Blackheath High School, Hayes School, Kent College Pembury, Langley Park 
School for Girls, The Rochester Grammar School, Simon Langton Girls’ Grammar School and St Paul’s Academy.

The girls played their hearts out with victories over St Paul’s Academy, Langley Park and Blackheath High School, 
        with a narrow loss of 1 goal to Kent College, Pembury. Something to improve upon for next year, well done girls.

                      Team: Ruby, Eve, Amber, Thea, Jess, Lily, Daisy, Emily, Megan, Isabelle and Annabelle.

https://www.rotarygbi.org/projects/young-people/competitions

Knole Interact are affiliated with the Sevenoaks & Amherst 
branch of the Rotary Club. As part of our partnership, 
students are encouraged to enter any of the Youth 
Competitions. These are national competitions which 
begin with regional heats; full details can be found at:  

https://www.rotarygbi.org/projects/young-people/competitions
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KEY DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR
SPRING TERM:  
MONDAY 7 JANUARY - FRIDAY 5 APRIL 2019

HALF TERM: 
MONDAY 18 FEBRUARY - FRIDAY 22 FEBRUARY 2019

THURSDAY 17 JANUARY ........................ YEAR 11 PARENT CONSULTATIONS

THURSDAY 31 JANUARY......................... YEAR 10 PARENT CONSULTATIONS

THURSDAY 7 FEBRUARY .......................... YEAR 7 PARENT CONSULTATIONS

THURSDAY 28 FEBRUARY .....................................YEAR 11 REVISION EVENT

THURSDAY 7 MARCH ..................................... YEAR 8 PROGRESSION EVENT

THURSDAY 14 MARCH .........................YEAR 8 PARENT CONSULTATIONS

PLEASE DO NOT BOOK HOLIDAYS DURING TERM TIME

Dear Parents

In January, I start as Headteacher at Knole Academy. Knole is a fantastic school and over the next few years I fully expect 
it to develop, ensuring that it fulfils its aim and objectives to enable all students to reach their full potential. Knole has 
transformed from its starting point on two sites with the merger of Wildernesse and Bradbourne schools, and I would  
like to take the opportunity to pay tribute to two members of staff who have been fundamental for its development.

Mary Boyle, was the founding Principal of Knole and has set the strategic direction of the Academy since its inception 
and she leaves a legacy of amazing facilities and an ethos of creativity and inclusion, Knole is a welcoming place because 
of the high expectation that Mary has always set. The Academy and I would like to thank her for all of her work and wish 
her well with her future ventures.

Justine Mountford, Vice Principal is also leaving at Christmas. Justine joined Bradbourne in the same year as Mary and 
has moved through the ranks to be in charge of pastoral care, an area of the school which has been recognised as a 
strength. Justine has secured the position of Principal of Uplands Community College in East Sussex. I am sure our loss 
will be their gain and she will be an asset to education in that area.

I have chosen to restructure the leadership at Knole Academy, firstly I am a Headteacher not a Principal. I have appointed 
a Senior Deputy Head, Mrs Sarah Barnes, who is currently Deputy Headteacher at Wallington High School for Girls, and 
she will be responsible for pastoral care and partnership work. Mr Gareth Hughes is joining us at Christmas from Harris 
Academy, Purley as Deputy Headteacher in charge of English. Miss Jo Osborn is taking over initial teacher training and 
professional development, Mrs Elliott is taking over responsibility for the curriculum. Mr Massey, Mr Major, Mr Turner  
and Mr Cason stay in their current roles as Deputy Headteachers with responsibility for KS3,4,5 and maths respectively.

I intend to launch a new school website which will feature Facebook and Twitter links before Easter, we are attempting  
to improve communication between the school and parents but mostly to enable us to celebrate and share the 
outstanding work and achievements of our students. I shall send out a communication to parents and students  
as soon as these areas are live and would encourage their use.

I wish you all happy festive season.
Best wishes
Dave Collins 
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