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What a year this has been! I’m exhausted just thinking about it. On a personal level, I feel 

that I could have done no more to meet the entry requirements to study Law at Queen 

Mary University of London. My teachers in Finance, Business, Biology and Law have 

supported me throughout the IBCP programme and have been generous with their time and 

expertise in supporting my learning. I have been encouraged to expand my academic 

portfolio with as many independent initiatives as possible, so worked diligently to 

successfully complete a Harvard X’s Contract Law MOOC, where I developed an 

understanding of how quid pro quo underpins contracts, and the range of factors affecting 

their validity. In my IBCP reflective project I questioned the ethics behind intellectual 

property rights within the pharmaceutical industry, thus improving my researching ability 

and critical thinking skills when determining the credibility of sources used. I supplemented 

my business and finance acumen by taking advantage of the schools ‘Classroom to City 

Careers’ programme, and attended seminars led by experts in their field from the City on 

asset management, private banking, insurance, accountancy, compliance and business start-

ups. I also took advantage of external panel seminars designed to interview with impact and 

employability skills.  

Knole has afforded me so many opportunities to expand my cultural and academic capital; I 

appreciated the opportunity to research areas of corporate law through the work 

experience week at Slaughter and May. My participation increased my understanding of the 

impacts an acquisition can have on a company’s organisational structure. I was also 

introduced to the process of legal research, which I am eager to explore further at 

university. The completion of my Gold Duke of Edinburgh expedition and National Citizens 

Service improved my skills of teamwork, communication and problem-solving which were 

transferable during my physical placement at Manak Solicitors. I visited Bromley 

Magistrates’ Court and the Royal Courts of Justice, from which I compared the different 

scopes of judicial decision making. I utilised my platform as Head Student to fundraise, 

volunteer, and advocate for my school. I established ‘Simple + Fresh’, a social initiative that 

prepares meals distributed to those in financial need within the community. I took on the 

key roles of financial co-ordination, stock management and negotiating a local sponsorship; 

My head is still spinning, but at last my exams are finished and there is time to relax. I am 

looking forward to the sixth form prom and would like to thank the Prom Committee for 

their support. I wish all students at Knole Academy the very best of luck for the future. My 

advice is to take advantage of all Knole has to offer and to work hard towards your goals and 

aspirations. Have fun, and don’t leave with any regrets. I’m not.  

 


