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Dear Parents 

The response to the Ukrainian appeal at Knole Academy was unprecedented, and I would like to thank everyone 
involved for their generosity. Several Knole Academy parents have also taken in refugees from Ukraine, some of 
whom are of school age. As a school we are receiving an increasing number of applications for places from young 
people from the Ukraine. I need to make parents aware of the admission process that we have a legal duty to follow. 

School Admissions Code 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/100105
0/School_admissions_code_2021.pdf 

Admissions guidance from Kent County Council 

https://www.kelsi.org.uk/news-and-events/news/primary/general-position-on-rights-of-ukrainian-children-
to-a-school-place-and-where-to-find-guidance 

Taken from this guidance. 

“Can we put refugees from Ukraine at the head of any waiting list for a school? 

Just like families entering under the Afghan and Hong Kong BN(O) schemes, refugees from Ukraine will 
have no specific additional priority for admission. 

Admission authorities for schools must apply their determined admission arrangements. This means that 
refugees from Ukraine should apply for a place in the normal way and, should vacancies exist, their 
children should be admitted, like any other children, in strict order of priority according to each school’s 
published admission arrangements. As is always the case, waiting lists must be ranked in order according 
to each school’s published admission arrangements. 

Admitting refugees from Ukraine without taking account of a school’s admission arrangements would not 
only breach the School Admissions Code and be likely to lead to a number of successful admission 
appeals from those who are at the head of any existing waiting list, but may also be in breach of equalities 
legislation (i.e. by treating one nationality more favourably than another - ‘race’ is a protected 
characteristic under the Equality Act 2010 and is defined as ‘(a) colour; (b) nationality; or (c) ethnic or 
national origins’). 

Where there are no vacancies in local schools, the local authority should use its in-year fair-access 
protocol to place any children (including refugee children from Ukraine) into schools, above those schools’ 
normal capacity where necessary. This would be the lawful approach. Refugees from Ukraine should be 

given the same level of priority (i.e. ‘high’) for a place under the protocol as any other children referred 
to the protocol.” 

As a school we will do everything possible to accommodate students from the Ukraine, but because we hold waiting 
lists in most year groups, we are not able to just offer places on initial application. If we did, we would be in breach 
of the admissions code and be vulnerable to a legal challenge from others on the waiting list.  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1001050/School_admissions_code_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1001050/School_admissions_code_2021.pdf
https://www.kelsi.org.uk/news-and-events/news/primary/general-position-on-rights-of-ukrainian-children-to-a-school-place-and-where-to-find-guidance
https://www.kelsi.org.uk/news-and-events/news/primary/general-position-on-rights-of-ukrainian-children-to-a-school-place-and-where-to-find-guidance
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If we are unable to offer a place initially, I would recommend two courses of action:  

• Firstly, your rejected application will be passed onto Kent automatically and they will look to place students 
through a process called “in year fair access protocol.” This means that Kent can direct a school to accept a 
student, and this takes precedence over the waiting list.  

• Secondly, I would recommend that you appeal for a place at Knole Academy.  

https://www.knoleacademy.org/460/admissions-amp-appeals 

The appeals process can be found on our website, and it is organised through an independent appeals body. The 
independent appeals body can direct us to take a student and, without prejudice, I believe that Ukrainian students 
would have a very strong case for a place in an appeal hearing. 

I apologise that this seems a very long-winded process and hope that parents appreciate it is one we must follow 
unless the government changes its policy to give priority in admissions to displaced children. 

In case relevant parents haven’t seen this information, the government has a welcome pack which details a range of 
legal guidance. 

Government welcome pack for Ukrainians  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/106431
5/Ukraine_Welcome_Guidance.pdf 

 

Best wishes 

 

David Collins 
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