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 Welcome to Knole Academy 

At Knole Academy Post 16, we offer: 
 

 A wide range of academic and vocational courses, 
including the internationally recognised and prestigious 
International Baccalaureate Career-related Programme 
(IBCP); 

 Wrap-around pastoral and curriculum support, including 
dedicated mentoring; 

 Extensive opportunities to work closely with universities, 
apprenticeship providers and local national employers; 

 Enrichment activities that will develop your skills for 
higher education, employment and beyond; 

 Independent, impartial careers advice and guidance to 
help you achieve your aspirations. 

 

The Post 16 team look forward to helping you to build upon your 
successes and achieve your dreams. 

At Knole Academy Post 16, we pride ourselves on a 
personalised approach to learning; we ensure that the 
experience you will have is tailored to meet your needs and 
aspirations.  We offer a friendly and supportive learning 
environment and maintain high expectations of all or our 
students.  As an IB World School, we aim to develop inquiring, 
knowledgeable, and caring young people who are ready for the 
world beyond academia. 

 

The information in this prospectus is for general guidance.  
There will be several opportunities to discuss your Post 16 
course choices one-to-one with staff and current students alike 
as we support you in making the right choice. 

Course subjects offered  

Academic Courses Biology, Business, Chemistry, English, Film Studies, Food Science, Geography, 
History, IT in the Global Society, Maths, Physics, Politics, Psychology, Social & 
Cultural Anthropology 

Career-related courses Applied Law, Art, Criminology, Drama, Engineering, Fashion, Finance, Graphics, 
Health & Social Care, Marketing, Music, Photography, Sports Science 

Your potential pathways 
 

International Baccalaureate Career -related 
Programme 

 

 

A choice of one vocational subject  (linked to your career aspirations), two IB 
Diploma Courses and the IB Career-related Core Programme (language 
development, personal and professional skills, service learning, and a reflective 
project). 

The Vocational Pathway A choice of three career-related subjects (BTECs or Applied Generals) 

The Common Academic Pathway Pure IB courses all the way - your choice of three/four IB Diploma Courses. 

Level 2 Pathway Hairdressing/Culinary Skills 

Making an application 

For admission enquiries telephone 01732 454608 or email 
rturner@knoleacademy.org. 

 

As part of our application process, all applicants will be invited 
to attend an interview where a member of the Post 16 team will 
discuss your strengths and help you to make the right choices.  
Final interviews with members of the team will take place 
following receipt of your GCSE results on Thursday 20 August 
2020. 

When making your application, it is important that you research 
your options carefully - discuss the subjects that you are 
interested in with teachers and your family.  Find out which 
type of course would be the most suitable for you; the more 
examination-based subjects or the subjects which offer an 
equal balance between examination and coursework. 

 

We encourage applicants to submit an application form to us 
by December 2019, however we do accept applications 
throughout the academic year. 

 

mailto:rturner@knoleacademy.org.


 

 

 

Course requirements 

International Baccalaureate Career-related Programme 5 L5-9, including English Language and Maths  

Vocational Pathway 5 L4-9, including English Language and Maths 

The Common Academic Pathway 5 L5-9, including English Language and Maths 

Level 2 Pathway 3 L3-5 

Individual subject requirements 

IB Maths 6 in GCSE Maths 

IB Diploma Chemistry/Biology/Physics 6, 6 in Combined Science 

IB English Language and Literature 6 in English Language and Literature 

IB History 6 in GCSE History 

IB Global Politics 6 in a related Humanities subject 

Key contacts 

We advise all students to contact the member of staff named 
on the options pages in order to discuss the course choice in 
full.  The Post 16 team are also available to help you through 
your application process and will offer impartial advice and 
guidance. 

 Mr Russell Turner (Deputy Headteacher - Sixth Form) 
rturner@knoleacademy.org 

 

 

What’s next? 

Discuss the subjects that interest you with teachers and your 
family.  You can also contact staff through the emails given on 
the individual subject inserts. 

Think carefully about your future - your choices at Post 16 will 
have an impact on your future options at university and 
employment.  Make sure you take time to research the 
qualifications you might need to follow your chosen path.  You 
should use the internet and careers professionals to help you 
choose the best path for you. 

Select your choices and complete an application form via 
www.kentchoices.co.uk or for external, out of county students, 
email rturner@knoleacademy.org for a paper application. 

 

mailto:rturner@knoleacademy.org
http://www.kentchoices4u.co.uk
mailto:rturner@knoleacademy.org
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Business Faculty     

 IB Business Management 

 Applied Law 

 Financial Studies 

 Marketing 

Science Faculty      

 IB Biology 

 IB Chemistry 

 IB Physics 

Humanities Faculty     

 IB Geography 

 Health & Social Care 

 IB History 

ICT Faculty      

 IB IT in the Global Society 

Maths Faculty      

 IB Mathematics 

English Faculty      

 IB English Language and Literature 

 IB Film Studies 

Visual and Performing Arts Faculty  

 Sport & Physical Activity 

 Performance (Acting) 

 Art & Design: Fine Art 

 Art & Design: Fashion & Textiles 

 Art & Design: Graphics 

 Art & Design: Photography 

 Music 

Design and Technology Faculty   

 Engineering 

 IB Food Science & Technology 

 Culinary Skills Level 2 

 Hairdressing Level 2 

Students in the sixth form achieve well.  Leaders ensure that 
the school’s curriculum meets students’ needs well. The 
courses on offer are relevant and individualised. This prepares 
students well for higher education or employment.  
 

Students value the careers education and guidance that they 
receive.  All Year 13 students who applied to university gained 
places in 2017.  

 

Ofsted, September 2017 

 Criminology 

 IB Psychology 

 IB Social & Cultural Anthropology 

 IB Global Politics 

Social Sciences Faculty    



 

Entry Requirements 

Minimum of 5 9-5 grades in GCSE 
examinations including English and 
Maths. 

Future courses & possible 
careers 

 Business Management 

 Accounting 

 Finance 

 Retail Management 

 Banking 

 Project Management 

 

Management  

Qualification Aims and Objectives 

how what you are learning in your lessons applies to the 
at large?  IB will apply your of business in a  
global  

 
Through studying IB, students develop key academic and  

skills such as and   The IB Business  

also develops learner awareness of global business, and how 

business operates across the 

Course Outline 

Unit 1: Business Organisation and 

Unit 2: Human 

Unit 3: Finance and 

Unit 4: 

 Unit 5: Operations  

Each year, the course is assessed a written external exam. You 

also be required to submit an internal assessment which will require you 

investigate an issue an existing business. 

Business management opens up a number of opportunities.  The diverse topics 

covered will ensure that students will develop the necessary skills to go into any 

business environment and be successful.  Having an appreciation for the world 

of business will ensure employers take note of those students who make the 

best of this qualification.  

 

Students will be able to go straight into a business or look  

develop their further by at 

studying business or a course a specific field of business 

gain that greater depth of 

 

Contact:  mbogan@knoleacademy.org 
 

Business Faculty 

 



 

Entry Requirements 

Minimum of 5 9-4 grades in GCSE 
examinations including English and 
Maths. 

Future courses & possible 
careers 

 Police 

 Teacher 

 Civil Service 

 Politics 

 Solicitor 

 

 

Qualification Aims and Objectives 

Law continues to be a popular subject in Post 16. It is designed not only for those 
wishing to pursue a career in Law, but also for those who wish to become more 
empowered about their rights and responsibilities.  

 

Through studying Applied Law, it is hoped that students will:  
 

 Develop and sustain an enjoyment and knowledge of selected areas of law 
in England and Wales  

 

Develop important techniques such as critical thought, analytical and 
problem solving skills, which are highly desirable in the workplace and 
higher education.

Course Outline 

Certificate (First Year):  

 Unit 1:  Dispute Solving in Civil Law  

 Unit 2:  Investigating Aspects of Criminal Law and the Legal System  
 
Extended Certificate (Second Year):  

 Unit 3:  Applying the Law 

 One Optional Unit  
 
All units will require you to complete Pass, Merit and Distinction tasks.  Units 1 & 
3 are externally assessed through a one and a half hour controlled assessment, 
which is worth 50% of your grade; you will be given a case study two weeks prior 
to the assessment which will require you to conduct research and give advice of 
a legal issue.  Unit 2 and the further optional unit are internally assessed through 
a series of coursework tasks, spread over two terms. 

The Law qualification is widely held in high regard by employers across many 
industries as the course helps you to develop important skills, knowledge and 
understanding. With further training, this course is a sound grounding from 
which to enter into a career in the legal profession such as a solicitor, barrister 
or paralegal.  
 
If you choose not to undertake university study, Law is also an excellent 
foundation on which to build a career in the police, as a teacher/lecturer, as a 
legal secretary or within the civil service or political arena.  
 
Employers value this course due to the range of analytical skills and focus on 
independent learning that students develop during the course.  There are also 
a growing number of apprenticeships available in the legal sector. 

Contact:  mbogan@knoleacademy.org 
 

Business Faculty 

 



 

Entry Requirements 

Minimum of 5 9-4 grades in GCSE 
examinations including English and 
Maths. 

Future courses & possible 
careers 

 Banking 

 Financial Services 

 Investments 

 Insurance Services 

 Investment Banking 

 

 

Qualification Aims and Objectives 

This qualification has been designed to encourage students to be inspired to meet 
their lifestyle aspirations. This will be achieved by teaching students to apply 
appropriate solutions from the varied choices available within the evolving and 
competitive financial services marketplace.  

 

The certificate enables students to make informed decisions regarding their finances. 
It will also help students to become responsible borrowers, sensible savers and have 
an appreciation of the need for financial planning throughout their lives.  

 

It is suitable for anyone who is keen to develop an understanding of money and its 
uses in everyday life. The world of finance is constantly changing, so having 
knowledge of current affairs is essential for this subject.

Course Outline 

Year 12 (Certificate): 
 

 Unit 1: Financial Capability for the immediate and short term 

 Unit 2: Financial Capability for the medium and long term 
 
Year 13 (Diploma): 

 

 Unit 3: Sustainability of an individual’s finances 

 Unit 8: Sustainability of the Financial Services System 
 

There are two units of study on the first year of this course. Both units will be 
assessed by e-test / written paper made up of the following components:         
Part A – 45 minute multiple choice exam; Part B – 105 minute exam based on a 
pre-released case study requiring essay responses to five questions.  
 
Year two of the course focuses more on the financial providers and considers how 
and why they offer the services. Again, the assessment follows the same format 
as year one, although the papers are 60 minutes and 120 minutes in length. 

The broad base of this qualification makes it suitable for a wide range of future 
opportunities. The course, combined with the Diploma, is worth up to 58 UCAS 
points so if you complete it successfully you could move on to study for a 
degree. It gives students a wide choice of progression options outside of higher 
education such as training and apprenticeships or other relevant employment 
in the business sector. 

Contact:  mbogan@knoleacademy.org 
 

Business Faculty 

 



 

Entry Requirements 

Minimum of 5 9-4 grades in GCSE 
examinations including  English and 
Maths at grade 5. 

Future courses & possible 
careers 

 Marketing degree 

 Business degree 

 Marketing roles 

 Advertising roles 

 Business Management 

 Brand Management 

 Public relations 

 

Qualification Aims and Objectives 

Marketing was developed with CIM (Chartered Institute of Marketing) to provide 
students with a pathway to marketing careers and further study.  It covers the main 
principles of marketing and how to apply them to business situations and relies on 
students having meaningful industry input. 

Course Outline 

There are four units covered over the two year course.  There are two external 
examinations and six portfolio pieces to be completed over the 2 years. The centre 
can teach the units in any order they wish. 

Students are only allowed an initial test and then one resit of each exam unit. 

Students must complete both years to receive a qualification. 
 

 Competitive business environment art (external examination) 

 Marketing principles (external examination) 

 Customer communications (internally centre assessed) 

Digital essentials (internally centre assessed)

 
Students will be assessed throughout Year 1 through internal assessment, mock 
exams and, where available, external exams. Students need to demonstrate strong 
performance in all assessments to gain entry to Year 2. 
 

The competitive business environment unit gives students a good introduction to the 
business world.  Students are taught a range of business concepts including;  
 

 enterprise 

 aims 

 ownership 

 innovation  

 swot analysis 
 

Marketing principles introduces students to key marketing concepts such as market 
research and marketing mix.  Customer communications is a student investigation into 
segmentation, customer relationships and how to create a marketing campaign.   

Digital essentials is a student investigation into digital marketing where students 
consider digital customers and digital tools to create a digital marketing campaign. 

 

Contact:  mbogan@knoleacademy.org 
 

Business Faculty 

 



 

Entry Requirements 

Minimum of 5 9-5 grades in GCSE 
examinations including English and 
Maths, a grade 6, 6 in Combined 
Science/Biology and a grade 5 in 
Maths. 

Future courses & possible 
careers 

 Physiotherapy 

 Veterinary 

 Nursing 

 Environmental Sciences 

 Teaching 

 Medicine 

 

 

Qualification Aims and Objectives 

Biology is the study of life. The vast diversity of species makes Biology both an 
endless source of fascination and a considerable challenge. Biologists attempt to 
understand the living world at all levels from the micro to the macro using many 
different approaches and techniques.  

 

The aims of this course are:  
 

 To develop a student’s interest in and enthusiasm for biology, including 
developing an interest in further study and careers in the subject.  

 To appreciate how society makes decisions about biology-related issues and 
how biology contributes to the success of the economy and society.  

To develop and demonstrate a deeper appreciation of the skills, knowledge and 
understanding of how science works and to develop essential knowledge and 
understanding of different areas of biology and how they relate to each other.

Course Outline 

Topics covered: 

 Cell biology 

 Molecular biology 

 Genetics 

 Ecology 

 Evolution and Biodiversity 

 Human physiology 

 Nucleic acids 

 Metabolism, cell respiration and photosynthesis 

 Plant biology 

 Genetics and evolution 

 Animal physiology 

 

External assessment: 

 Paper 1: 40 multiple choice questions (1 hour, 20%) 

 Paper 2: Data-based, short answer and extended questions (2 hours 25 

minutes, 36%) 

 Paper 3: Data-based, short answer and extended response questions  

      (1 hour 25 minutes, 24%) 

 

Internal assessment: 

 Individual Investigation: Personal research, investigation and write up (20%) 

Contact:  jcorbett@knoleacademy.org 
 

Science Faculty 

 



 

Entry Requirements 

Minimum of 5 9-5 grades in GCSE 
examinations including  English and 
Maths, a grade 6, 6 in Combined 
Science/Chemistry and a grade 5 in 
Maths. 

Future courses & possible 
careers 

 Medicine 

 Veterinary Science 

 Pharmacy 

 Biochemistry & Chemical 
Engineering 

 

Qualification Aims and Objectives 

IB Chemistry builds on the skills and ideas developed at GCSE.  Students will study 
aspects of Chemistry that are often in the media and affect their lives. 

 

The aims of this course are:  
 

 To develop a student’s interest in, and enthusiasm for, chemistry, including 
developing an interest in further study and careers in chemistry.  

 To gain an appreciation of how society makes decisions about scientific issues 
and how the sciences contribute to the success of the economy and society.  

To develop a deeper understanding of the skills, knowledge, and understanding 
of how science works and essential knowledge and understanding of different 
areas of the subject and how they relate to each other.

Course Outline 

Topics covered: 

 Stoichiometric relationships 

 Atomic structure 

 Periodicity, Periodic Table and Transition Elements 

 Chemical bonding and structure 

 Energetics/thermochemistry 

 Chemical kinetics 

 Equilibrium 

 Acids and bases 

 Redox processes 

 Organic chemistry 

External assessment: 

 Paper 1: 40 multiple choice questions (1 hour, 20%)  

 Paper 2: Short answer and extended response questions (2 hours 25 

minutes, 36%) 

 Paper 3: Data-based, practical-based questions, short answers and 

extended response questions (1 hour 25 minutes, 24%) 

 

Internal assessment: 

 Individual investigation: Personal research, investigation and write-up (20%) 

 Measurement, data processing and analysis 

 

 

 

IB Chemistry is a popular subject and as a central science underpins other 

disciplines like Biology and Geology.  Chemistry is the study of substances, what 

they are made of, how they interact and the role they play in living things. 

Contact:  jcorbett@knoleacademy.org 
 

Science Faculty 

 



 

Entry Requirements 

Minimum of 5 9-5 grades in GCSE 
examinations including  English and 
Maths, a grade 6, 6 in Combined 
Science/Chemistry and a grade 6 in 
Maths. 

Future courses & possible 
careers 

 Medicine 

 Engineer 
 Researcher 
 RAF Pilot 

 

Qualification Aims and Objectives 

Through studying biology, chemistry or physics, students should become aware of 
how scientists work and communicate with each other.  While the scientific method 
may take on a wide variety of forms, it is the emphasis on a practical approach 
through experimental work that characterises these subjects 
 

The aims of this course are to enable students, through the overarching theme of 
the Nature of science, to:  
 

 appreciate scientific study and creativity with a global context through 
stimulating and challenging opportunities 

acquire a body of knowledge, methods and techniques that characterise 
science and technology

develop an ability to analyse, evaluate and synthesise scientific information

develop an appreciation of the possibilities and limitations of science and 
technology

develop a critical awareness of the need for, and the value of, effective 
collaboration and communication during scientific activities

Course Outline 

Core: 

 Measurements & uncertainties 

 Mechanics 

 Thermal Physics 

 Waves 

 Electricity and magnetism 

 Circular motion and gravitation 

 Atomic, nuclear & particle physics 

 Energy production 
 

Additional higher level (AHL): 

 Wave phenomena 

 Fields 

 Electromagnetic induction 

 Quantum and nuclear physics 
 
 

Option:  

 Relativity 

 Engineering physics 

 Imaging 

 Astrophysics 

 

     

Contact:  jcorbett@knoleacademy.org 
 

Science Faculty 

 

External assessment: 

 Paper 1: 40 multiple choice questions on core and AHL, about 15 of which 

are common with SL (1 hour, 20%)  

 Paper 2: Short answer and extended-response questions on the core and 

AHL material (2 hours 15 minutes, 36%) 

 Paper 3: This paper will have questions on core, AHL and option material (1 

hour 15 minutes, 24%) 

 

Internal assessment: 

 Internal assessment is an integral part of the physics course, contributing 

20% to the final assessment in the SL and HL courses. 



 

Entry Requirements 

Minimum of 5 9-5 grades in GCSE 
examinations including  English and 
Maths. 

Future courses & possible 
careers 

 Town Planning 

 Hazard & Risk Management 

 Market Research 

 Architecture 

 Transport Planner 

 Tourism Officer 

 

Qualification Aims and Objectives 

Geography is a dynamic subject that is firmly grounded in the real world and focuses 
on the interactions between individuals, societies and physical processes in both 
time and space.  

 

The Diploma Programme Geography course integrates physical, environmental and 
human geography, and ensures that students acquire elements of both socio-
economic and scientific methodologies. This helps students develop life skills and 
have an appreciation of, and a respect for, alternative approaches, viewpoints, and 
ideas.  

 

The aim of the Geography course is to enable students to:  
 

 develop an understanding of the dynamic interrelationships between people, 
places, spaces and the environment at different scales;  

 

 develop a critical awareness and consider complex thinking in the context of the 
nexus of geographic issues, including:  

 

 • acquiring an in-depth understanding of how geographic issues or wicked  
    problems have been shaped by powerful human and physical processes  
 

 • synthesising diverse geographic knowledge in order to form viewpoints about 
    how these issues could be resolved; and  
 

understand and evaluate the need for planning and sustainable development 
through the management of resources at varying scales. 

Course Outline 

Part 1: 

 Populations in transition 

 Disparities in wealth and development 

 Patterns in environmental quality and sustainability 

 Patterns in resource consumption 
 

Part 2: 

 Hazards and disasters - risk assessment and response 

 Urban environment 

 

Fieldwork: 

 Students have to complete one written report, based on a fieldwork 

question, information collection and analysis 

This course is assessed through a mixture of externally and internally assessed 

work: 
 

External assessment: 

 Paper 1 (Geographic Themes), 60 marks, 2 hours 15 minutes: 35% 

 Paper 2 (Global Change Perspectives), 50 marks, 1 hour 15 minutes: 25% 

 Paper 3 (Global Interactions Perspectives), 28 marks, 1 hour: 20%  

 

Internal assessment: 

 20 hours fieldwork, written report, 25 marks: 20% 

Contact:  ncroucher@knoleacademy.org 
 

Humanities Faculty 

 



 

Entry Requirements 

Minimum of 5 9-4 grades in GCSE 
examinations including  English and 
Science. 

Future courses & possible 
careers 

 Teaching 

 Midwifery 

 Nursing 

 Social Worker 

 Health Sector 
 Social Care Sector 
 

 

Qualification Aims and Objectives 

This qualification will develop professional and personal skills through interaction with 
people who either work in the sector or require care or support, as well as theoretical 
knowledge and understanding to underpin their skills. This will allow them to offer 
specific, person-centred care and support and build positive relationships with the 
people they are working with, so that their needs and requirements are met whilst they 
maintain control of their own care and support.  
 
Students will consider the real impacts to people living with conditions or illnesses 
such as the social, financial and psychological impacts, not just the signs, symptoms 
and treatment of faceless conditions or illnesses. Students will also learn about the 
legislation and guidance supporting health and social care, so that they can ensure 
the people they are working with are not only able to access all the care and support 
they are entitled to, but are also able to protect themselves from any harm or abuse 
whilst at work. 

Course Outline 

A two year course allowing a study of the health and social care sectors.  The 
most important thing you need in order to take health and social care is a lively 
mind, an interest in health and social care, a willingness to explore new ideas 
and an ability to communicate your ideas effectively. 
 
Year 12 
 

 Unit 1: Building Positive Relationships in Health and Social Care - 
(Coursework) 

 Unit 2: Equality, Diversity and Rights in Health and Social Care - (Exam) 

 Unit 2: Health, Safety and Security in Health and Social Care - (Exam) 

 
Year 13 

 Unit 4: Anatomy and Physiology for Health and Social Care - (Exam) 

 Unit 10: Nutrition for Health - (Coursework) 

 Unit 13: Sexual Health and Reproduction - (Coursework) 

Contact:  churley@knoleacademy.org 
 

Humanities Faculty 

 

40% coursework, 60% exam 
 
Assignments are set for all units of work. 
 
The work is internally marked and externally moderated for coursework.  All exams 
are externally moderated. 
 
Students are awarded an overall grade of certification depending on how many credits 
they achieve.  They can achieve a pass, merit or distinction depending on the quality 
of their work. 



 

Entry Requirements 

Minimum of 5 9-5 grades in GCSE 
examinations including  English and 
Maths.  Students are expected to 
have a grade 6 in English or History. 

Future courses & possible 
careers 

 Legal Sector 

 Media 

 Civil Service 

 Journalism 

 Local Government 

 

Qualification Aims and Objectives 

In studying history you will develop more than just an understanding of the past; you 
will develop a sense of wonder and understanding of the world that we live in today - 
both locally and globally.  The history course will allow you to further develop your 
historical skills and, within that, compare and contrast different perspectives of history 
through looking at: political, social, economic and cultural factors.  We endeavour to 
allow you to fully appreciate the world today, by understanding our global past.  

 

The purpose of the course is to enable students to become curious about the past; to 
want to ask questions and seek the answers.  Students will be expected to further 
their understanding of source evaluation and, using evidence from different 
perspectives/opinions, reach a substantiated judgement on the past.  

 

Students who study history will develop a key eye at critiquing information and will 
further their ability to communicate their ideas, which it a vital life skill.   

Course Outline 

Within your history course, topics of study could include:- 

 

 Paper 1: Prescribed subject (one topic to be studied - this is a source based 

exam) 

 Military leaders 

 The move to global war 

 Rights and protest 
 

 Paper 2: World history (two topics to be studied - this is an essay based exam) 

 Societies in transition 1400 - 1700 

 Causes and effects of Early Modern Wars 1500 - 1750 

 Authoritarian states 20th Century 

 The Cold War: superpower tensions and rivalries 20th Century 
 

 Paper 3: Depth study (this is an essay based exam) 

 History of Europe 

 

Internal assessment: this is a historical investigation 

 

In successfully completing the course, students will be fully prepared for further 

education at university (subjects could include: history, politics, law, international 

relations etc.) and future employment. 

Contact:  nhawkey@knoleacademy.org 
 

Humanities Faculty 

 



 

Entry Requirements 

Minimum of 5 9-5 grades in GCSE 
examinations including  English and 
Maths.   

Future courses & possible 
careers 

 Project Manager 

 Social Informatics 

 Teacher 

 System Analysis 

 

 

Qualification Aims and Objectives 

IB Information Technology in a Global Society (ITGS) course is the study and 
evaluation of the impacts of information technology (IT) on individuals and society. 
ITGS explores the advantages and disadvantages of the access and use of digitised 
information at the local and global level. ITGS provides a framework for the student to 
make informed judgements and decisions about the use of IT within social contexts.  

 

This course enables the student to evaluate social and ethical considerations arising 
from the widespread use of IT by individuals, families, communities, organisations 
and societies at the local and global level.  

 

Further, it develops the student’s understanding of the capabilities of current and 
emerging IT systems and to evaluate their impact on a range of stakeholders. 

Course Outline 

Subjects covered: 

 Strand 1: Social and Ethical Significance SL/HL core 

 Strand 2: Application to specified scenarios SL/HL core 

 Strand 3: IT systems SL/HL core 

 The project (practical application of IT skills) 

 

Assessment: 
 

External assessment for ITGS HL (4 hours 45 minutes): 80% 
 

 Paper 1 (2 hours 15 minutes): 35% 

 Paper 2 (1 hour 15 minutes): 20% 

 Paper 3 (1 hour 15 minutes): 25% 

 

Internally Assessed ITGS Project (30 hours): 20% 

The IBCP aims to develop in students the knowledge, skills and attitudes they 
will need to fulfil the aims of the IB, as expressed in the organisation’s mission 
statement and the learner profile. Teaching and learning in the IBCP represents 
the reality in daily practice of the organisation’s educational philosophy.  
 
ITGS requires students to develop a product that would be suitable for a client. 
The aim of this assessment is to prepare students for the workplace.  
 

 ITGS is the perfect platform to study social informatics at university level.  
 
 

 The ITGS course is based on three interconnected strands: social and 
ethical significance, application to specified scenarios, and IT systems.  

 
 
 

 The ITGS triangle lies at the heart of the pedagogy. With an understanding 
of the information technologies, students must be able to evaluate social/
ethical issues in specified scenarios. 

 
 

 ITGS requires students to have strong research and higher order thinking 
skills.   

Contact:  cshea@knoleacademy.org 
 

ICT Faculty 

 



 

Entry Requirements 

Minimum of 5 9-5 grades in GCSE 
examinations including a grade 6 in 
GCSE Maths. 

Future courses & possible 
careers 

 Accounting 

 Teaching 

 Banking 

 Investment 

 Trader 

 

 

Qualification Aims and Objectives 

This course recognises the increasing role that mathematics and technology play in a 
diverse range of fields in a data-rich world. As such, it emphasises the meaning of 
mathematics in context by focusing on topics that are often used as applications or in 
mathematical modelling. To give this understanding a firm base, this course also 
includes topics that are traditionally part of a pre-university mathematics course such 
as calculus and statistics.  

 

The course makes extensive use of technology to allow students to explore and 
construct mathematical models. Mathematics: applications and interpretation will 
develop mathematical thinking, often in the context of a practical problem and using 
technology to justify conjectures.  

 

The aims of this course are:  
 

To enable students to enjoy and develop an appreciation of the power of maths 
and to understand the principles and nature of maths. 

To employ and refine their skills to alternative situations.

Course Outline 

 Topic 1: Number & Algebra 
 

 Topic 2: Functions 
 

 Topic 3: Geometry and Trigonometry 
 

 Topic 4: Statistics & Probability 
 

 Topic 5: Calculus 
 

 Mathematical Exploration: An individual piece of work involving the 
collection of information or the generation of measurements and 
subsequent analysis and evaluation. 

The majority of employers and universities hold Mathematics qualifications in 
high regard because of the skills they develop and the dedication required by 
learners to complete the full course. Employers will consider problem solving, 
thinking logically and high level quantitative and numerical skills as obvious 
acquisitions on a maths qualification. There is also specific knowledge attached 
to the particular modules such as statistical methods, applied mathematics and 
actuarial technical skills.  
 
Combining Mathematics with Physics and Chemistry or other Science courses 
expands the range of career options further. 

Contact:  jcason@knoleacademy.org 
 

Maths Faculty 

 



 

Entry Requirements 

Minimum of 5 9-5 grades in GCSE 
examinations including  English and 
Maths, with a grade 6 in English. 

Future courses & possible 
careers 

 Journalism 

 Law 

 Publishing 

 Media 

 Teaching 

 Advertising 

 Public Relations 

 

 

Qualification Aims and Objectives 

English enables students to become critical readers and thinkers, engaging in 
ongoing analysis and discussions of important worldwide themes like power, 
rebellion, justice, compassion, and equality.  

 

Regardless of what you want to study after Sixth Form, English provides you with the 
skills to critically read, respond to, and produce texts. Studying English improves 
open-mindedness, intercultural understanding and communication, all crucial in our 
modern world.  

 

The IB emphasises the importance of critical thinking, reflection, and understanding of 
culture. English Language and Literature develops these mindsets through close 
reading of texts, being able to relate a text to its form, genre, audience, and context of 
production, and reading texts from a variety of sources all around the globe.

Course Outline 

This course moves through three areas of focus. Each unit consists of two literary 
works studied in conversation with a variety of non-literary texts, such as articles, 
speeches, memoir, advertising, and websites. 
 
Component 1: Reader, Writers and Texts 
 

 This study includes the investigation of how texts themselves operate as 
well as the contexts and complexities of production and reception.  Focus is 
on the development of personal and critical responses to the particulars of 
communication. 

 
Component 2: Time and Space 
 

 Study focuses on the contexts of language use and the variety of ways 
literary and non-literary texts might both reflect and shape society at large. 

 
Component 3: Intertextuality: connecting texts 
 

 Study focuses on intertextual relationships with possibilities to explore 
various topics, thematic concerns, generic conventions, modes or literary 
traditions that have been introduced throughout the course. 

 
This course is assessed through a variety of written and oral communications, 
through oral commentary, essays and exams. 

As English creates skilled communicators, critical thinkers and empathetic team 
workers, the skills and habits developed in this course are relevant across a 
huge variety of sectors. 
 
English is a perfect complementary subject for any career path. 

Contact:  ghughes@knoleacademy.org 
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Entry Requirements 

Minimum of 5 9-5 grades in GCSE 
examinations including  English and 
Maths, with a grade 5 in GCSE 
English Language/Literature. 

Future courses & possible 
careers 

 Broadcast Engineer 

 Location Manager 

 Marketing 

 Journalism 

 Filmmaker 

 

 

Qualification Aims and Objectives 

Film Studies allows students insight into new worlds. Films are windows into contexts 
across space and time, and analysing films will allow you to think critically, create 
empathy, and reflect on yourself and the world. Studying Film improves creative 
thinking, teamwork, and communication. Regardless of the pathway you choose, 
these skills will serve you well.  

 

The heart of Film Studies is analysis, reflection, and imaginative synthesis. Film 
Studies aims to promote your understanding of Film as a form, improve your 
knowledge of the history of film-making and give you practice in the practical and 
technical skills of film production.

Course Outline 

This course takes two years to fully examine three strands of Film Studies: 
 

 Textual analysis: the detailed study of film sequences 
 

 Film theory and history: the study of film and film-making traditions from 
more than one country 

 

 Creative process (film production): techniques and organisation of 
production 

 
This course is entirely assessed through coursework, both externally and 
internally assessed.  This will consist of an independent study of a minimum of 
two films, an oral presentation analysing a continuous film extract from a 
prescribed film and the production of a film and trailer with accompanying 
portfolio. 

The skills developed in Film Studies are applicable across any career path: 
effective communication, teamwork, problem solving, critical analysis, and 
reflection.  
 
Careers related particularly to Film Studies could include: broadcast engineer; 
location manager; programme researcher for broadcasting, film, or video; 
television/film/video producer; advertising director; arts director; marketing; 
journalism.  
 
Many of these careers are competitive, so students are encouraged to seek 
work experience or to volunteer in order to give them a competitive edge when 
applying for jobs. 

 

Contact:  kkyle@knoleacademy.org 
 

English Faculty 

 



 

Entry Requirements 

Minimum of 5 9-4 grades in GCSE 
examinations including  English and 
Maths. 

Future courses & possible 
careers 

 Teaching 

 Coaching 

 Sports Therapy 

 Sports Management 

 Personal Training 

 

Qualification Aims and Objectives 

This qualification is not just about being able to play sport, it will provide learners with 
the skills, knowledge and understanding to progress into Higher Education on a sport-
related programme such as Sport and Physical Education, Sport Science, Sport 
Coaching and Development or Sport and Leisure Management. 

The units will give learners an understanding of sport within the wider contexts of 
coaching and leadership, anatomy and physiology and the body's short and long term 
responses to physical activity. Learners will also develop transferable skills such as 
planning, communication, adaptability and leadership. 

Course Outline 

Year 1 
 
The Cambridge Technical Certificate is the equivalent to one A’ Level.  Three 
mandatory units must be completed plus two optional units to achieve the full 
qualification. 
 
Compulsory units: 
 

 Body systems and the effects of physical activity.  Externally assessed 
exam  (paper - 1 hour 30 minutes) 

 
 

 Sports coaching and activity in leadership.  Internally assessed assignment 
 

 Sports injuries. Internally assessed assignment 
 

 Sports organisation and development.  Externally assessed exam (paper - 
1 hour) 

 
 

 Plus two optional units which are internally assessed assignments 
 
 

Assessment: 

40% exam /  60% coursework 

Assignments are internally marked and externally moderated. Exams are set by 
OCR and are externally marked.  Students are awarded an overall grade at the end 
of the 2 years.  They will receive either a pass, merit, distinction or distinction*. 

Contact:  rlaker@knoleacademy.org 
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The broad base of this qualification makes it suitable for a wide range of future 
opportunities. The course, is worth up to 28 UCAS points so if you complete it 
successfully you could move on to study for a degree. It gives students a wide choice 
of progression options outside of higher education such as training and 
apprenticeships or other relevant employment in the sport and leisure industry. 



 

Entry Requirements 

Minimum of 5 9-4 grades in GCSE 
examinations including  English and 
Maths. 

Future courses & possible 
careers 

 Actor 

 Community Arts Worker 

 Drama Therapist 

 Film/Theatre Director 

 Arts Administrator 

 Broadcast presenter 

 Teacher 

 Theatre Stage Manager 

 Lighting & Sound Designer/
Technician 

 Arts, Design & Media 

 Retail & Catering 

 Marketing, PR & Sales 

 Secretarial & Numerical clerks 

 

Qualification Aims and Objectives 

This qualification offers an engaging programme to support learners who want to 
pursue a career in performing arts with a focus on Acting. Emphasis is on core 
knowledge and performing arts transferable skills including communication, 
presentation, physical and creative skills.  

The BTEC approaches learning through projects, self-directed assignments and group 
work to support the development of employability skills, such as self-management, 
team working, problem solving, communication and literacy.  

This qualification provides learners with the opportunity to develop all-round 
performance skills and transferable skills such as self-confidence, self-presentation, 
personal discipline, time management and organisational skills which are highly 
regarded by higher education and employers. 

It is suitable for anyone who has a flair for performing in front of audiences. 

Course Outline 

Mandatory Units: Learners must complete 

 Group performance workshop 

 Developing skills and techniques for performance 
 

Optional Units:  

 Acting styles 

 Improvisation 

 Physical theatre 
 

External Assessments:  

 Set tasks - learners take the assessment during a defined window and 
demonstrate understanding through completion of a vocational task 

 Performance - learners prepare for assessment over an extended window 
and demonstrate skills that generate some non-written evidence 

 

Internal Assessments - Learners could be given opportunities to: 

 Write up the findings of their own research 

 Use case studies to explore complex or unfamiliar situations 

 Carry out projects for which they have choice over the direction and 
outcomes 

 Demonstrate practical and technical skills using appropriate techniques and 
processes 

 

 

Learners will understand different audiences in different environments and will learn to 
adapt a performance to engage the target audience. 

The skills you gain while studying a performing arts degree are valued by all 
types of employer, e.g. local government, arts organisations, educational 
institutions, NHS, leisure companies and voluntary organisations. 

Contact:  vhollidge@knoleacademy.org 
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Entry Requirements 

Minimum of 5 9-4 grades in GCSE 
examinations including  English and 
Maths. 

Future courses & possible 
careers 

 Foundation Diploma in Art & 
Design 

 BA (Hons) Fine Art 

 BA (Hons) History of Art 

 BA (Hons) Illustration 

 An Art based apprenticeship 

 Fine Artist 

 Art Therapist 

 Art Teacher 

 Concept Artist 

 

Qualification Aims and Objectives 

The qualification gives a coherent introduction to the study of Fine Art. Students 
develop Fine Art projects and gain an understanding of the creative process.  
 
This course has been designed for Post 16 Fine Art students who are passionate 
about Art and want the opportunity to adopt an individual approach to their work.  

It will prepare candidates to progress into further or higher education, to follow 
courses in a broad range of Art based subjects, and ultimately to pursue a career in 
the creative industries. 

Course Outline 

 Unit 1: Visual Recording and Communication 
 

 Unit 2: Critical and Contextual Studies in Art and Design 
 

 Unit 3: The Creative Process 
 

 Unit 4: Fine Art Materials, Techniques and Processes 
 

 
This is a two year course comprised of externally and internally assessed units. There 
are no timed examinations, and assessment is 100% coursework based.  
 
Fine Art enables students to appreciate the visual world and develop the ability to 
respond in a personal and creative way. Students will develop skills including a 
working knowledge of materials, techniques and processes, as well as the ability to 
interpret and convey ideas and feelings using art, craft and design.  
 
The course explores students’ imaginative and creative skills to develop meaningful, 
personal work. It encourages exploration and analysis of artists’ work, so that students 
can develop their knowledge and understanding of the place of Art in contemporary 
society. 

Contact:  tsarton@knoleacademy.org 
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Entry Requirements 

Minimum of 5 9-4 grades in GCSE 
examinations including  English and 
Maths. 

Future courses & possible 
careers 

 Foundation Diploma in Art & 
Design 

 BA (Hons) Textile Design 

 Fashion Designer 

 Textile Designer 

 Retail Buyer 

 Visual Merchandiser 

 Stylist 

 

Qualification Aims and Objectives 

The qualification gives a coherent introduction to the study of Fashion and Textiles. 
Students develop their own textiles work and gain an understanding of the creative 
process.  
 
This course has been designed for  Post 16 Fashion and Textiles students who are 
keen designers and want the opportunity to learn and apply a variety of techniques to 
their work.  

It will prepare candidates for further or higher education, to follow courses in a broad 
range of Fashion and Textiles based subjects, and to pursue a career in the creative 
industries. 

Course Outline 

 

 Unit 1: Visual Recording and Communication 

 
 

 Unit 2: Critical and Contextual Studies in Art &Design 
 

 Unit 3: The Creative Process 
 

 Unit 4: Fashion or Textiles Materials, Techniques and Processes 

Contact:  esullivan@knoleacademy.org 
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This is a two year course comprised of externally and internally assessed units. There 
are no timed examinations, and assessment is 100% coursework based.   
 
After Units 1-3 students have the option to choose either a Fashion or Textiles 
pathway. 
 
Fashion: You will be introduced to the key techniques and processes in Fashion. You 
will develop your own designs and will be introduced to the practice of translating your 
designs into garments through basic pattern-cutting and manufacturing techniques. 
You will also look at methods used to create markets and promote fashion. 
 
Textiles: You will be introduced to the key areas of Textiles. You will investigate woven 
and constructed textiles, surface pattern design and the development and 
manufacture of these through traditional methods and digital applications. You will 
explore the materials, processes and techniques used in the development of different 
textile products and be introduced to the cultural and contextual influences which 
influence textile design. 



 

Entry Requirements 

Minimum of 5 9-4 grades in GCSE 
examinations including  English and 
Maths. 

Future courses & possible 
careers 

 Foundation Diploma in Art & 
Design 

 BA (Hons) Graphic Design 

 BA (Hons) Visual 
Communication 

 BA (Hons) Advertising 

 Graphic Design Apprenticeship 

 Advertising Art Director 

 VFX Artist 

 Production Designer 

 Creative Director 

 

Qualification Aims and Objectives 

The qualification gives a coherent introduction to the study of Graphics. Students 
develop a broad range of Graphic Design work and gain an understanding of the 
creative process.  
 
This course has been designed for Post 16 Graphics students who enjoy learning new 
techniques and want to develop key skills required in the Graphic Design industry. 

It will prepare candidates to progress into further or higher education, to follow 
courses in a broad range of Graphics based subjects, and ultimately to pursue a 
career in the creative industries. 

Course Outline 

 Unit 1: Visual Recording and Communication 
 
 

 Unit 2: Critical and Contextual Studies in Art and Design 
 
 

 Unit 3: The Creative Process 
 
 

 Unit 4: Graphic Materials, Techniques and Processes 
 

 
 

This is a two year course comprised of externally and internally assessed units. There 
are no timed examinations, and assessment is 100% coursework based.  
 
Graphic Design is essentially about visual communication. It is all around us and we 
can see evidence of Graphic Designers’ work in advertising, magazines, books, 
packaging, websites, and anywhere a message, an idea or an emotion needs to be 
conveyed with text and image. 
 
This course enables students to reflect on the work of artists and designers and to 
learn about the professional practices relevant to this specialism. Students will learn 
how to respond to a brief, and to work with a target audience in mind, encouraging 
them to problem solve and think critically about their work. 

Contact:  tsarton@knoleacademy.org 
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Entry Requirements 

Minimum of 5 9-4 grades in GCSE 
examinations including  English and 
Maths. 

Future courses & possible 
careers 

 Foundation Diploma in Art & 
Design 

 BA (Hons) Photography 

 BA (Hons) Television & Media 
Production 

 Magazine Features Editor 

 Photo Journalist 

 Press Photographer 

 Wedding Photographer 

 Television Camera Operator 

 

Qualification Aims and Objectives 

The qualification gives a coherent introduction to the study of Photography. Students 
produce a body of work that develops their photographic skill and enhances their 
understanding of photographic techniques and processes.  
 
This course has been designed for Post 16 Photography students who want to explore 
a broad range of photographic processes and techniques, and want to develop the 
knowledge and skills required in the industry. 

It will prepare candidates to progress into further or higher education, to follow 
courses in a broad range of photographic subjects, and ultimately to pursue a career 
in the creative industries. 

Course Outline 

 

 Unit 1: Visual Recording and Communication 

 Unit 2: Critical and Contextual Studies in Art &Design 

 Unit 3: The Creative Process 

 Unit 4: Photographic Materials, Techniques and Processes  

Contact:  tsarton@knoleacademy.org 
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This is a two year course comprised of externally and internally assessed units. There 
are no timed examinations, and assessment is 100% coursework based.  
 
Photography in its most basic form allows us to record moments and document 
events. When it is developed further it is an artistic form of expression that allows the 
viewer to connect to the photographer. 
 
This course enables students to enhance their creative, social and cultural 
understanding, as well as developing their specialist technical knowledge. 
Students will learn a wide range of specialist areas and disciplines, from traditional 
photographic processes to digital photography. Students will gain an understanding of 
both traditional and contemporary techniques, and will develop an appreciation of the 
work of other artists, photographers and designers. 



 

Entry Requirements 

Minimum of 5 9-4 grades in GCSE 
examinations including  English and 
Maths. A grade 4+ in GCSE Music 
is desirable but not essential. 

Future courses & possible 
careers 

 Undergraduate degree or 
diploma in Music at University or 
Music College  

 Performer 

 Session Musician 

 Music Producer 

 Music Publisher 

 Sound Engineer 

 Music Journalist 

 

Qualification Aims and Objectives 

This qualification is intended for post-16 learners who want to continue their education 
through applied learning and who aim to progress to higher education or employment 
in the music sector or other creative industries.  It is designed to inspire students who 
have a love of performing music and have an interest in the workings of the music 
industry.   

It is the equivalent of one A Level and aims to provide a coherent course of study 
covering both musical performance, music theory and the different roles and 
processes of the music industry.  It provides a comprehensive grounding in the 
practical music theory underpinning the music profession, session musicians, 
arrangers and performers.  

The course is suitable for both instrumentalists and vocalists and allows opportunity to 
develop their technique and performance skills.  

Course Outline 

This course will provide you with the knowledge, understanding and skills that 
will prepare you for further study or training. You will become part of a musical 
group and develop your ensemble skills by taking part in rehearsals 
culminating in a performance in front of an audience.  
 
You will be expected to take part in regular concerts, showcases and other 
school events. Also, you should have a good level of musicianship on an 
instrument/voice. 

Contact:  asanders@knoleacademy.org 
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Year 12:  
 

 Unit 1: Practical Music Theory and Harmony (Internally Assessed) 

 Unit 2: Professional Practice in the Music Industry (Externally Assessed). 
 
Year 13: 

 

 Unit 3: Ensemble Music Performance (Externally Assessed) 

 Unit 6: Solo Performance (Internally Assessed) 
 
 

Students study four units, two in each year. Two are externally assessed through 
examination and two are internally assessed through coursework tasks, portfolios and 
video evidence.  

In addition to guided learning with teachers, students will also undertake private study, 
preparation for assessment, independent research and instrumental/vocal practice 
which may be filmed or recorded to provide portfolio evidence of progress.  



 

Entry Requirements 

Minimum of 5 9-4 grades in GCSE 
examinations including  English and 
Maths. 

Future courses & possible 
careers 

 Social Work 

 Mental Health 

 Police Force 

 Customs and Immigration 

 Prison Services 

 Court Services 

 Security Services 

 NHS 
 Education 
 Youth and Community Services 

 

Qualification Aims and Objectives 

Criminology is a course that combines the subjects of psychology, law, politics and 
forensic science to form a discipline of its own.  

Students will be exploring the causes of criminal behaviour, attitudes to crime, criminal 
investigations and the wider social and psychological aspects of crime. By studying 
the underlying causes of crime, we potentially develop solutions. Part of this is 
exploring ways to rehabilitate the criminal.  

You will explore theories of criminality and use them to analyse criminal scenarios and 
put forward possible ways of improving society’s response to crime, hence reducing it. 

Course Outline 

Unit 1: Changing awareness of crime; learners develop an understanding of 
different types of crime, influences on perceptions of crime and why some 
crimes are unreported.  Knowing about the wide range of different crimes, 
and the reasons people have for not reporting such crimes, provides an 
understanding of the complexity of behaviours and the social implications of 
such crimes.

Unit 2:  Criminology theories enables learners to gain an understanding of 
why people commit crime, drawing on previous understanding.  Learners 
explore the difference between criminal behaviour and deviance and the 
theories behind why people commit crime.

Unit 3: Crime scene to courtroom provides learners with an understanding of 
the criminal justice system from the moment a crime has been identified to 
the verdict.

 Unit 4: Crime and punishment, learners apply their understanding of the 
awareness of criminality, criminological theories and the process of bringing 
an accused to court in order to evaluate the effectiveness of social control to 
deliver criminal justice policy. 

Contact:  ncroucher@knoleacademy.org 
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Entry Requirements 

Minimum of 5 9-5 grades in GCSE 
examinations including a grade 6 in 
English, Maths and Science. 

Future courses & possible 
careers 

 Advertising & Marketing 

 Management Training 

 Sports 

 Human Resource 

 Education 

 Occupational Health 

 Counselling & Therapies 

 Sales 

 Criminal Investigation/Forensics 

 Psychotherapy 

 Armed Forces 

 Neuroscience & Intensive 
Rehabilitation 

 

Qualification Aims and Objectives 

Have you ever wondered why some people make friends easily or why you can 
remember some things and not others, or how some people are born leaders while 
others are happy to follow the crowd?  Psychology is the systematic study of such 
behaviours and mental processes.  It has its roots in both the natural and social 
sciences, which leads to a variety of research designs and applications, providing a 
unique approach to understanding modern society. 

IB Psychology examines the interaction of biological, cognitive and sociocultural 
influences on human behaviour.  This integrated approach helps you gain an 
understanding of how psychological knowledge is generated, developed and applied, 
thereby enabling you to achieve a greater understanding of yourself and the diversity 
of human behaviour.  

Due to the stringent scientific investigation and in-depth analysis of behaviour, 
Psychology is a respected academic subject, which combines well with the Arts, 
Humanities and Sciences. It is good for progression to Higher Education and is 
particularly useful for any profession where an insight into human behaviour is 
beneficial. 

Course Outline 

Contact:  dlong@knoleacademy.org 
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Unit 1: Core  
 

 The biological level of analysis 

 The cognitive level of analysis 

 The sociocultural level of analysis 
 
 

Unit 2: Two options from the list below 
 

 Abnormal psychology 

 Psychology of human relationships 

 Sport psychology 

 Developmental psychology 

 Health psychology 
 

Unit 3: 

 Qualitative research in psychology 
 
 

Unit 4: 

 Introduction to experimental research methodology 

 

Assessment: 

Coursework makes up 20% of your overall grade and requires you to design, 
implement and critically assess a simple experiment.  In addition, at the end of the two 
year course, you will sit three exam papers.   



 

Entry Requirements 

Minimum of 5 9-5 grades in GCSE 
examinations including  English and 
Maths. 

Future courses & possible 
careers 

 Working for the Government 

 Education 

 Market Research 

 International Aid Worker 

 Charity Work 

 

Qualification Aims and Objectives 

Anthropology is about “making sense of other people’s worlds, translating their 
experiences and explaining what they are up to, how their societies work and why 
they believe in whatever it is that they believe in” (Erksen 2006).  Social and cultural 
anthropology is the study of different cultures and human societies, understanding 
what makes us different to different human beings across different societies.  
 

The course aims to enable students to develop an understanding of a range of 
contemporary issues in our society such as war, conflict, the environment, poverty, 
injustice, inequality and human and cultural rights. The course examines how society 
is changing and what life is like to live in these different societies. 

Course Outline 

Part 1: Engaging with anthropology

Language of anthropology

Practice of anthropology

Anthropological thinking

Part 2: Topic choices

Group 1 - (Classifying the World, Health, Illness and Beyond or The 
Body)

Group 2 - (Belonging, Communication or Expression and Technology)

Group 3 - (Conflict, Development or Exchange and Consumption)

Part 3: Engaging in anthropological practice - which involves completing 
your own fieldwork

 
This course is assessed through a mixture of externally and internally assessed 
work. 

Contact:  ncroucher@knoleacademy.org 
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Entry Requirements 

Minimum of 5 9-5 grades in GCSE 
examinations including English and 
Maths, and a grade 6 in a 
Humanities subject. 

Future courses & possible 
careers 

 Journalism 

 Media 

 Civil Service 

 Local Government 

 International Relations 

 Business Researchers 

 

 

Qualification Aims and Objectives 

is an exciting, dynamic subject that draws on a variety of disciplines 
in the social sciences and humanities. The study of global politics enables students 
to critically engage with different and new perspectives and approaches to politics in 
order to comprehend the challenges of the changing world and become aware of 
their role in it as active global citizens.  

 

This course consists of four core units: Power, Sovereignty & International 
Relations, Human Rights, Development, and Peace & Conflict. The course aims to 
give students:  

 

 Understanding of key political concepts and contemporary political issues in a 
range of contexts.  

Understanding of the local, national, international and global dimensions of 
political activity. 

Understanding, appreciation and critically engagement with a variety of 
perspectives and approaches in global politics. 

Appreciation of the complex and interconnected nature of many political 
issues, and to develop the capacity to interpret competing and contestable 
claims regarding those issues. 

Course Outline 

Power, Sovereignty and International Relations 

 Power, sovereignty, legitimacy and interdependence 
 

Human Rights 

 Human rights, justice, liberty and equality 

 
Development 

 Development, globalization, inequality and sustainability 

 
Peace and Conflict 

 Peace, conflict, violence and non-violence 

Assessment: 

 Paper 1 (1 hour 15 minutes): 20%. Stimulus-based paper based on a topic 

from one of the four core units.  Four compulsory short-answer/structured 

questions (25 marks). 

 Paper 2 (2 hours 45 minutes): 40%. Extended response based on the four 

core units.  Students must write three essays from a choice of eight, each 

selected from a different core unit (75 marks). 

 Engagement activity: 20%. A written report (2,000 word maximum) on a 

political issue explored through engagement and research (20 marks). 

 Global Political Challenges: 20%. Two recorded oral presentations lasting 

10 minutes each. 

Contact:  jstevens@knoleacademy.org 
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Entry Requirements 

Minimum of 5 9-5 grades in GCSE 
examinations including  English and 
Maths. 

Future courses & possible 
careers 

 Teaching 

 Mechanical Engineering  

 Electrical Engineering  

 Civil Engineering  

 

 

Qualification Aims and Objectives 

Young people taking their first steps towards a new career need the right blend of 
technical and academic skills in order to become the highly skilled, work-ready 
individuals employers and universities look for. 
 
BTEC Level 3 Nationals are vocational qualifications designed to help learners 
succeed. They have been developed in collaboration with over 5,000 universities, 
employers and professional bodies with employability at the heart, so learners can 
develop the skills and confidence they will need to step into their future. 
BTEC Level 3 Nationals Engineering courses offer a flexible range of qualifications 
that can be studied alongside other level 3 qualifications such as A levels or other 
BTEC Nationals as part of a larger programme of study, or as the main focus of study. 
 
They are designed for Post-16 Level 3 learners wishing to go on to further or higher 
level study of the sector or directly to employment. 
 
All sizes attract UCAS points and are widely recognised by universities and 
employers. 

Course Outline 

 Unit 1: Engineering Principles GLH120    

 Unit 2: Delivery of Engineering Processes Safely as a Team GLH60 
 

Assignments are practical tasks set in work-related scenarios that can be tailored to 
local industry needs for your learners. Learners demonstrate how they apply 
knowledge and skills to complete a practical project over a period of time, working 
individually or in groups. 
 
Tasks are practical work-related scenarios completed in realistic, time-based 
situations. They are completed in controlled conditions and tasks have pre-released 
information. Learners demonstrate how to apply learning to common workplace or HE 
scenarios. Tasks provide evidence of a consistent standard of assessment for all 
BTEC learners. 
 
For written exams, learners draw on essential information to create written answers to 
practical questions in exam conditions. Learners demonstrate they can apply 
appropriate knowledge to a work related challenge in timed conditions. 

Contact:  psmith@knoleacademy.org 
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Entry Requirements 

Minimum of 5 9-4 grades in GCSE 
examinations including  English and 
Maths.  

Future courses & possible 
careers 

 Food Technologists 

 Food Scientists 

 Dieticians 

 Nutritionists 

 

Qualification Aims and Objectives 

This qualification has been designed to enable students to gain an understanding of 
the complexity of food as a material through a mix of theory and practical work. This 
course is a Year 12 IB School Based Syllabus (SBS) offered at Standard Level for 5 
lessons a week.  It is not a requirement to have studied food preparation and nutrition 
in Years 9 - 11. 

An understanding of food is crucial to individual and societal wellbeing. The world 
faces challenges in terms of food production, nutritional wellbeing, food safety and 
quality. As a major global industry, the food industry has to respond to consumers who 
increasingly demand greater choice, convenience and safety, whilst aiming to develop 
and manufacture food products to meet needs and wants in a rapidly changing 
society.  

Course Outline 

Contact:  mmcgauley@knoleacademy.org 
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Students will be taught key aspects of Food Science and Technology including 
product development, nutritional science, food production, safety and quality, and food 
related issues with impact on society.  

Nutrition Materials, components and their 
application 

• The use and contribution to the diet of 
micronutrients and macronutrients 
• Digestion, absorption and metabolism 
of food 
• Nutritional and dietary requirements 
• Influences on nutritional status 
  

• Functional properties of protein, 
carbohydrate, fat in foods 
• Functional properties of additives and 
additional ingredients 
• Food fortification 

Food quality Food process engineering 

• Food spoilage and food poisoning 
• Principles of temperature control 
• Safe food handling and preparation 
• Organoleptic properties 
• Packaging and food quality 
  

• Food processing methods 
• Food preservation by temperature 
control, dehydration and irradiation 
• The effect of processing on colour, 
flavour and texture 

Assessment: 

This course combines a core of theoretical knowledge and understanding (100 hours) 
with supporting practical work. 

 Paper 1: Short-answer and extended-response questions, based on any 
areas of the syllabus (1 hour): 30% 

 Paper 2: Four questions.  Each question is split into six parts: five short-
answered questions and one extended response question (2 hours): 50% 

 Internal assessment: Food related individual investigation (10 hours): 20% 



 

Entry Requirements 

Minimum of 3 or more qualifications 
at grade 5-3, including English, 
Maths and Science.  Suitable 
applicants will be interviewed to 
assess their interest and passion for 
catering and hospitality.  They must 
be of smart appearance and have 
good interpersonal skills. 

Future courses & possible 
careers 

 Local pubs, restaurants and 
cafés offer students valuable 
work experience and, in many 
cases, a full time job on the 
successful completion of the 
course. 

 Diploma qualification allows 
entry into a host of Level 3 
courses available on the City & 
Guilds website. 

 

Qualification Aims and Objectives 

This qualification is designed for learners wishing to gain work ready, foundation 
culinary skills and knowledge.  The aim of the course is to provide a broad 
background of understanding of the sector and the vocational skills/knowledge 
required to work at foundation level in the industry.  It enables students to make an 
informed assessment of their own aptitude for work in this sector and helps them 
reach a level of knowledge and skills that will facilitate progress into employment in 
the sector. 

Course Outline 

Assessment: 
 

Mandatory Units: 

 Unit 707: Prepare and cook stock, soup and sauces 

 Unit 708: Prepare and cook fruit and vegetables 

 Unit 709: Prepare and cook meat and offal 

 Unit 710: Prepare and cook poultry 

 Unit 711: Prepare and cook fish and shellfish 

 Unit 712: Prepare and cook rice, pasta, grains and egg dishes 
 

Optional Units: 
 

 Unit 202: Food safety in catering 

 Unit 702: Developing skills for employment in the catering and hospitality 
industry 

 Unit 703: Health & Safety in catering and hospitality 

 Unit 705: Catering operations, costs and menu planning 
 

Assessment for this course is divided into a series of practical and theoretical 
tasks.  To achieve each unit, learners need to achieve all tasks. 
 

Students are expected to complete work experience whilst on this course.   

Contact:  karnott@knoleacademy.org 
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The learner will take part in practical workshops in the realistic learning environment 
(RLE). Classroom activities will include individual and group work, completing 
questions and answers, taking part in game like activities, research will be carried out 
and then discussed.  Note taking will be required and ICT interactive activities will also 
be used to facilitate learning.  The emphasis is on ‘learning by doing’ not on 
competence.  For this reason, learners are required to complete a number of 
assignments to show their attainment of practical skills and underpinning knowledge. 
 

Learners will be required to wear the appropriate kitchen uniform (PPE) - information 
will be supplied.  Please note that there will be educational trips arranged throughout 
the year to enhance the course delivery, however costs for these optional trips will be 
advised nearer the time.  NB:  students over the age of 19 at the start of the course 
will be expected to pay course fees, please enquire at the school if unsure. For those 
aged 16 - 18, the course fees are not applicable.   
 

The learners will help to run the Mange Tout Restaurant, which can be found in the 
bottom floor of The Place.  This will allow learners the opportunity to experience the 
pressures and diner expectations involved in the industry they are entering. 
 

Work experience is arranged in local pubs, restaurants and any other relevant food 
outlets.  This is a vital part of the learning process for the young chefs and often leads 
to full time employment.  The Culinary Skills Diploma Course is also an ideal 
springboard into full-time employment in the Catering and Hospitality industry. 
 

For health and safety reasons, students must be able to work independently in 
the professional environment in order to be able to access this course. 



 

Entry Requirements 

Minimum of 3 or more qualifications 
at grade 5-3, including English, 
Maths and Science. Suitable 
applicants will be interviewed to 
assess their interest and passion for 
hairdressing. They must be of smart 
appearance and have good 
interpersonal skills. 

Future courses & possible 
careers 

 Upon successful completion  of 
this qualification, student can 
progress onto a Level 3 
Technical Diploma in 
Hairdressing, Technical 
qualifications in Barbering or an 
apprenticeship 

 

 Employment in a salon as a 
junior stylist 

 

Qualification Aims and Objectives 

This qualification is designed for learners wishing to gain work ready, foundation skills 
and knowledge in hairdressing. 

Students are expected to adhere to the salon dress code, details will be given on 
admission. Specialist equipment will be required - this can be purchased through the 
school or independently, but will total approximately £200. Students over the age of 
nineteen at the start of the course will also be required to pay additional course entry 
fees (please ask for more details). 

Course Outline 

For the Level 2 Technical Certificate in Hairdressing, the teaching programme must 
cover the content detailed in the mandatory units below: 

 Unit 201: Principles and practices of hairdressing and barbering services 
(GLH 90) 

 Unit 202:  Shampoo, condition and treat the hair and scalp (GLH 30) 

 Unit 203: Cut hair using basic techniques (GLH 120) 

 Unit 204: Style, set and dress hair (GLH 90) 

Unit 205: Colour and lighten hair (GLH 120)
 

For the Level 2 Technical Certificate for Cutting and Styling Services, the teaching 
programme must cover the content detailed in the mandatory units below: 

 Unit 201: Principles and practices of hairdressing and barbering services 
(GLH 90) 

 Unit 202:  Shampoo, condition and treat the hair and scalp (GLH 30) 

 Unit 203: Cut hair using basic techniques (GLH 120) 

 Unit 204: Style, set and dress hair (GLH 90) 

Unit 206: Plait and twist hair (GLH 30)

For the Level 2 Technical Certificate for Hair Colour Services, the teaching 
programme must cover the content detailed in the mandatory units below: 

 Unit 201: Principles and practices of hairdressing and barbering services 
(GLH 90) 

 Unit 205: Colour and lighten hair (GLH 120) 

 Unit 207: Styling and finishing services (GLH 60) 
 

Optional: Learners must be taught at least 90 GLH from units 212 or 213 

 Unit 212: Perm and neutralise hair (GLH 90) 

Unit 213: Relax hair (GLH 90)
 

Assessment: 

For all three qualifications there is: 

A theory exam, externally set and marked

 A practical exam, internally marked and externally moderated 

Contact:  dwebb@knoleacademy.org 
 

Design and Technology Faculty 

 

The candidate must prove ’Employer Engagement’ during their course in order to gain 
certification. 

The Technical Certificate in Hair Colouring Services has an additional assessment for 
the optional unit. 

 

For health and safety reasons, students must be able to work independently in 
the professional environment in order to be able to access this course. 



Notes/questions I would like to ask 
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