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Preface 

 

Safeguarding: 

The safeguarding of children and young people underpins the work of the academy and must be 

adhered to as a prime responsibility. 

 

Equality: 

Knole Academy is committed to providing all staff, students, parents, visitors and members of the 

wider community using the site with equality of opportunity in line with legislation about protected 

characteristics.  All policies are screened for their impact on equality and issues are addressed if they 

arise.  Knole Academy will provide special consideration on an individual basis if anyone is considered 

to have a specific special need.  Any parent who feels that their child has such a need should contact 

the relevant Pastoral Leader in the first instance to explain their concerns.   

 

This policy, and its associated procedures and protocols, is based on these key principles.   
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Curriculum Policy 

 

Introduction 

This policy is based upon the principle of providing a caring educational environment within which 

every student deserves the best education possible and all are given equal opportunities to discover 

and develop their talents to the full, thus preparing students for life in the global community. 

 

Policy Guidance 

 

The governors and staff of Knole Academy support the view that the curriculum needs to provide a 

clear pathway for all students through KS3, 4 and 5. Knole Academy recognises the need to deliver a 

broad, appropriate and facilitating curriculum to all students. This view fulfils all statutory 

requirements. 

 

Knole Academy also believes that students benefit from a comprehensive co and extra curricular 

timetable. This gives each student the opportunity to enhance their cultural capital by taking part in a 

wide variety of clubs, trips, journeys and other similar experiences.  

 

In short, the fundamental purpose of the curriculum is to: 

• Ensure that all learners achieve the highest standards in everything they do. 

• Instil a passion for learning so that all students make good or better progress and achieve 

excellence. 

• Develop confident individuals who are able to live safe, healthy and fulfilling lives. 

• Create responsible citizens who can make a positive contribution to the global society. 

 

These aims are achieved by: 

• Creating a culture that challenges and supports all learners 

• Allowing everyone to experience success within a broad and balanced curriculum 

• Ensuring that what is learnt is appropriate and relevant to students, and prepares them for their 

future. 

 

Curriculum Objectives for: 

 

Students 

• To be fully committed to their learning at all stages and be aspirational for themselves. 

• To be self-reliant, resilient and responsible for their own learning. 

• To show respect and tolerance for all members of the global community. 

• To participate in the setting of targets for improvement, complete all tasks set including homework 

and engage with the systems in place for self evaluation and review.  

• To be keen participators in co and extra curricular activities as described in the policy’s guidance.  

 

Parents and Carers 

• To be actively involved in working with the Academy to support their child's progress, through 

consistent and regular communication and full involvement in the advice and guidance process at 

all stages.  

 

Teachers 

• To teach the curriculum as sequenced by subject leaders in the department programmes of study 

and schemes of work. This is to ensure the development and embedding of knowledge and 

understanding in students’ long term memory. 

• To plan teaching effectively, allowing for the diverse learning needs of each group.  

• To set clear learning objectives linked to assessment criteria and plan for a range of activities to 

encourage understanding and increase motivation and enjoyment.  
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• To assess students’ knowledge and understanding in accordance with academy and department 

policy  

• To ensure lessons incorporate the development of the IB learner attributes, which will enable 

students to become successful and responsible members of the global community. 

• To offer co and extra curricular activities for students     

 

Middle Leaders 

• To provide a curriculum map for their subjects, which shows how knowledge and skills are 

developed, assessed and embedded over the key stage and beyond. They must have a clear 

understanding of what students need to know, understand and be able to do at the end of each 

stage of their learning, in order to be successful in the next.  

• To ensure quality programmes of study, schemes of work and resources are in place. This is to 

support lesson planning and delivery at all key stages and enable consistency in teaching and 

learning across their department. Programmes of study and schemes of work must include 

opportunities to develop wider skills such as literacy and numeracy and the IB learner attributes. 

Assessments must be signposted in the schemes and be related to clear assessment criteria in line 

with the step levels and GCSE specifications. The assessment results will feed into the data that is 

reported to parents 3 times a year through academic tracking meetings. 

• To provide support for new members of their teams to enable them to develop effectively as good 

or better teachers 

• To monitor, evaluate and review the quality of teaching and learning across the subject area, in 

accordance with line management procedures, to ensure consistency in the quality and quantity of 

student learning.  

• To monitor the progress of students and ensure any potential barriers to learning are recognised 

and strategies/interventions are put in place to remove them. 

 

Leadership Team 

• To ensure statutory requirements are met by the curriculum offer, creating a broad and balanced 

programme that allows students to follow their chosen pathways. 

• To be responsible for the management of change in curriculum content over time. 

• To ensure the curriculum is appropriately mapped and sequenced to provide for the development 

and embedding of knowledge and skills across the whole academy. 

• To ensure the procedures for monitoring, evaluation and review are consistent across the Academy 

and effective in raising achievement, through sustained and continuous improvement of teaching 

and learning and regular raising standards meetings. 

• To offer a programme of professional development that will ensure a quality education for all 

students.  

• To ensure a support programme is in place for those staff who need it through the monitoring of 

middle leaders 

 

Governors 

• To monitor the curriculum policy via the Teaching and Learning committee. 

• To review the curriculum policy at least every two years. 

 

Curriculum Organisation 

Students are taught in blocks of 60 minute lessons each day. There are five periods per day. The 

academic day will finish with a 25 minute tutor period. (Appendix 1)  

 

On arrival at the Academy students are placed in one of two streams. The Grammar stream is for 

students who have passed or narrowly missed the pass mark on the Kent selective test. These students 

follow an accelerated academic pathway fulfilling all requirements of the English Baccalaureate.  All 

students in the high school stream follow a curriculum which includes all facilitating subjects but the 

syllabus is often more accessible.  
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Key Stage 3:  

Throughout the first three years in the Academy all students study a  wide variety of subjects.  The 

sequencing and structure of the curriculum at KS3 enables all students to access and excel at all 

aspects of a broad programme. We recognise that by the end of year 8 students may want to specialise 

more in a subject for which they have a passion, or choose to discontinue their studies in a subject for 

which they have no talent or inclination. Historically, uptake at GCSE for visual and performing arts has 

been low, and disengagement was evident by the end of year 8. It was evident that there was no apetite 

amongst students to continue with some subjects for another year. Therefore, in year 9 students are 

allowed to drop some subjects and opt to study 4 subjects in more depth, out of a choice of 10. Within 

this structure there is still scope for all students to follow a broad and balanced curriculum while 

maximising their engagement in subjects they love. All subjects offered at KS3 are available for 

continued study in KS4 if the student wishes to follow that option choice. 

Details of which subjects are taught and the amount of each subject students receive can be seen in 

(Appendix 2)           

 

Key stage 4:  

Key stage 4 commences in Year 10. We firmly believe that this is right for our students. After 

experiencing a diverse curriculum at Key Stage 3 they are able to make informed decisions about their 

choices of further studies and pathways.  

 

All students study maths, English language and English literature, combined science and core PE as a 

basic provision. In addition to this grammar stream students are required to continue French, as well 

as 3 further options that must include history or geography. High band students also have 3 options, 

that must include at least 1 ebacc option. They also choose 1 of 5 ‘smaller’ options. There is a wide 

range of subjects for all students to choose from, ensuring that the curriculum remains as broad as  

each individual wishes. (Appendix 3) All students also have access to excellent careers guidance and 

support to empower them to make appropriate choices.  

 

As well as their core provision and option subjects all studentsin year 10 also undertake studies in the 

IBLP. This includes statutory RE and citizenship provision, service learning and careers education. It is 

designed to ensure all students move on to key stage 5 with a greater understanding of the wider, 

global community and the role that they choose to take in it. 

 

Key Stage 5:  

In the sixth form there are opportunities for level 2 and level 3 ability students to follow their individual 

pathways. All level 3 students are offered a range of IB courses and vocational courses (Appendix 4).  

There are 2 pathways available. In pathway 1 students follow the IBCP. They select at least 2 IBCP 

subjects and 1 or 2 career related subjects. IBCP students also complete a reflective project, service 

learning, language development and personal and professional skills development, which provide them 

with wider attributes to help them succeed in the workplace and life beyond formal education. All level 

3 students undertake the National Citizen Service course. In pathway 2 students select a minimum of 3 

and maximum of 4 subjects from any category. Level 2 students can follow full time courses in culinary 

skills and hairdressing, while continuing to study English and maths GCSEs if necessary. 

 

The curriculum offer will be reviewed in line with statutory requirements and the recommendations 

from external agencies. Decisions will be made based on the needs of the students in each year group, 

as it is recognised that each separate cohort will have different strengths and weaknesses.  

 

RSE and Drugs education is delivered in a variety of ways:  

o Science.  

o PSHCE programmes.  

o Support by external agencies.  

 

RE is delivered through a combination of discrete lessons taught by specialists, tutor periods, the IBLP 

and focus sessions led by external experts, throughout the year. 
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Grouping of Students 

 

At Key Stage 3 Year 7 - 9 

The leadership team will decide on student bands on the basis of internal testing and Kent test results. 

Within each band (Grammar or high) students are then set autonomously in the core subjects from the 

start of Year 7 according to their ability in that particular subject. This means that a student who is G1 

in maths may be in G3 for English and G4 for science (1 being the highest). This also allows students to 

move up or down within the bands depending on their progress in that subject, which is assessed 3 

times a year. All other subjects are mixed ability within a band, so a student in G band could be in G4 

even if they have the highest mark in the year group. This system is designed to students are 

challenged appropriately for their ability and also mix with students from different abilities, as they do 

in the rest of the community. 

 

At Key Stage 4 Year 10 - 11  

In Key stage 4 the same system for core subjects applies, as well as French for G band. Core PE and 

IBLP are mixed ability within the bands. All other subjects are taught in mixed ability option groups. 

 

Transition Across Key Stages 

 

KS2 – KS3 

All new year 7 students are visited in the summer term by a member of the Academy staff and are 

invited to a ‘New Intake’ induction day. Information collected is used by the Academy to ensure an 

effective and smooth transition from primary to secondary schooling. For example, all students are 

required to bring an example of their best work, which will be copied and stuck into the front of all 

their exercise books at the start of year 7. This ensures that the quality of their work does not 

deteriorate and that no time is wasted in year 7.   

 

All students undertake a Saturday Test in mathematics and English in the summer before their start in 

September to enable effective setting. Parents also attend an induction session to become equipped 

with the KS3 course outlines booklet and information relevant to their needs and those of their children. 

 

All new year 7 students are invited to a variety of summer school activites during the summer 

preceding their first autumn term. 

 

There is also a dedicated area on the Academy website for transition to enable parents and students to 

begin their Knole experience as smoothly as possible. 

 

KS3 - KS4 

GCSEs and vocational courses form the basis of the curriculum at key stage 4 and advice and guidance 

on option choices and career pathways is crucial at this juncture (see above). Students are invited to 

state their preferences for the courses they wish to study to examination level during the spring term 

in year 9, following assemblies and a parents’ consultation where staff and the careers service are 

available to provide expert advice. Parents and students are also invited to a virtual progression event 

where they can find out about the courses that are on offer. Depending on the band that students are 

in, the option choices and core courses that are on offer vary slightly – further information can be 

found in (Appendix 3). All students follow a timetable of study that allows them to have 8 qualifying 

subjects for both the attainment and progress 8 performance measure at the end of Year 11. Students 

make 5 preference choices from which three are allocated. Every effort is made to meet the first three 

preferences, but this is not always possible and courses with a low uptake may not be allowed to run, 

in which case alternatives will be discussed with the students. 

 

KS4 – KS5 

Students are expected to progress into the Knole Academy sixth form, and are offered an interview to 

help choose subjects for further study. Students are offered a range of, IB courses, the IBCP, vocational 
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courses and GCSE retakes in English and mathematics. (Appendix 4) They also receive guidance and 

support from the careers service and in SMSC from their tutors.  

Although each student is supported in their choices there are agreed minimum entry requirements for 

sixth form courses which are as follows: 

 

Level 3 IBCP  5+ GCSEs preferably with English and Maths, are required with a preferred 5+ 

grade in relevant subjects.  

 

Level 3 Vocational  5+ GCSEs are required. 

 

Level 2 Courses  5+ GCSEs grade 1+ with at least three 3 grades are required. 

 

Re-sit Courses  Ideally a minimum 3+ grade should have been previously obtained in the 

subject. 

 

Mathematics and English language courses will be offered to all students who need to continue 

through statuatory guidance. 

 

Out of hours learning 

The Academy has a planned programme for out of hours learning and the details of these plans will be 

circulated to staff and parents during the course of each academic year. They will include:  

o Homework clubs.  

o Year 11 and 12/13  Booster sessions in all subjects in May and June. 

o Various extra study sessions for targeted students through departments. 

o SEND support for students with coursework or class work. 

 

Higher Ability Pupils (HAPs) 

The academy is committed to providing the best and most appropriate education for all its learners. 

This commitment is at the heart of its provision for the most able students. HAPs are identified 

through the Fisher Family Trust, which uses KS2 results and pupil performance data to inform its 

identification. HAPs are usually placed in the grammar stream, which is designed to allow students to 

study at an elevated level and ultimately maximise the opportunity to achieve the highest GCSE grades. 

At GCSE level they follow a curriculum that fulfils all the requirements of the English Baccaleureate as 

well as allowing for individual pathways. In both Key Stage 3 and 4 English, maths and science are set 

autonomously, which allows for further extension of the most able within the grammar stream. The 

Kent Academies Network and Sevenoaks School also provide opportunities for higher ability students 

to experience curriculum enrichment and further educational opportunities. 

 

Monitoring, Evaluation and Review 

The responsibility for monitoring this policy lies with the Deputy Headteacher i/c curriculum. The 

governing body will review this policy at least every two years and assess its implementation and 

effectiveness. The policy will be promoted and implemented throughout the academy. 

 

 

Appendices: 

Appendix 1 – Knole Academy Day 

Appendix 2 – Curriculum Subjects and time allocation- Key Stage 3 

Appendix 3 – Curriculum Subjects time allocation and Option Choice- Key stage 4 

Appendix 4 -  Sixth Form Choice 
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Teaching and Learning Committee 

  

     Approved by the Teaching & Learning committee on 07.05.21. 

Ratfifed by the Full Governing Body on 18.06.21 

 

 
SUGGESTED REVIEW DATE May 2023 

Signed Headteacher 

 

PRINT NAME   Mr D Collins 

Signed Chair of Governors 

 

PRINT NAME  Miss T Homewood 
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Appendix 1 

 

KNOLE ACADEMY DAY 

 

 

Registration 08.45-08.55 

Period 1 08.55-09.55 

Period 2 09.55-10.55 

Break 10.55-11.15 

Period 3 11.15-12.15 

Period 4 12.15-13.15 

Lunch 13.15-14.05 

Period 5 14.05-15.05 

Tutor Period 15.05-15.30 

 

 

 

Knole Academy will operate a two week timetable with 25 x 60 minute periods per week 
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Appendix 2 

 

Curriculum Subjects and time Allocation- Key stage 3 

 

This is based on a two week timetable of five 1 hour lessons per day. Allocations listed in this 

document represent time each week and therefore where a half hour is indicated this will actually mean 

an hour long lesson once every two weeks. 

 

KS3 

Year 7 

Grammar 

Subject Allocation over 2 week timetable 

High 

Subject Allocation over 2 week timetable 

English  8 English  8 

Mathematics 8 Mathematics 8 

Science 8 Science 8 

Geography  3 Geography  3 

History  3 History  3 

French 4 MFL 4 

Computer science 2 ICT 2 

PE 4 PE 4 

Art  2 Art  2 

RE 1 RE 1 

Citizenship  1 Citizenship  1 

Technology rotation (DT, graphics, 

textiles/food tech) 

3 Technology rotation (DT, graphics, textiles/food 

tech) 

3 

Performing Arts Rotation (dance, drama, 

music) 

3 Performing Arts Rotation (dance, drama, music) 3 

 

Year 8 

Grammar 

Subject Allocation over 2 week timetable 

High 

Subject Allocation over 2 week timetable 

English  8 English  8 

Mathematics 8 Mathematics 8 

Science 8 Science 8 

Geography  3 Geography  3 

History  3 History  3 

French 4 MFL 4 

Computer science 2 ICT 2 

PE 4 PE 4 

Art  2 Art  2 

RE 1 RE 1 

Citizenship  1 Citizenship  1 

Technology rotation (DT, graphics, 

textiles/food tech) 

3 Technology rotation (DT, graphics, textiles/food 

tech) 

3 

Performing Arts Rotation (dance, drama, 

music) 

3 Performing Arts Rotation (dance, drama, music) 3 
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Year 9 

Grammar and High 

Subject Allocation over 2 week timetable 

Year 9 KS3 Options  

All students choose 4 from the following (2 

lessons each per fortnight): 

English  10 Art  

Mathematics 8 Graphics 

Science 10 Textiles 

Geography  3 Food tech 

History  3 Design tech 

French 4 Dance  

PE 2 Drama 

RE 1 Music 

Citizenship  1 Computer science 

  ICT 
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Appendix 3 

 

KS4 

Year 10 and 11 

Core curriculum: 

Grammar  

Subject Allocation over 2 week timetable 

High  

Subject Allocation over 2 week timetable 

English  10 English 10 

Mathematics 8 Mathematics 8 

Science 10 Science 10 

MFL 4 PE 2 

IBLP (yr10 from 2021, yr11 from 2022) 1 IBLP (yr10 from 2021, yr11 from 2022) 1 

PE 2 Option 4 (choice of 1 from): ICT, LAMDA, music 

production, language acquisition, Sports Leaders  

4 

 

GCSE Options: 

Grammar 

All students choose 3 of the following 

Each option has 5 lessons a fortnight 

High 

All students choose 3 of the following 

Each option has 5 lessons a fortnight 

Ebacc options (must choose at least 1) 

History 

Geography 

Ebacc options (must choose at least 1) 

Computer Science 

French 

Geography 

History 

Spanish 

Business Studies Business Studies 

Child Development Child Development 

Citizenship Citizenship 

Computer Science Dance 

Dance Engineering 

Engineering Drama 

Drama Fine Art 

Fine Art Food Preparation and Nutrition 

Food Preparation and Nutrition Graphics 

Graphics Hair and Beauty Level 1 

Hair and Beauty Level 2 Hair and Beauty Level 2 

Imedia Imedia 

Media Studies Media Studies 

Music Music 

Photography Photography 

PE PE 

Psychology RPE 

RPE Psychology 

Sociology Sociology 

Spanish Sports Science 

Sports Science Textiles 
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Textiles Triple Science 

Triple Science  

 

 

Appendix 4 

 

KS5 

 

Year 12 

Level 3 courses 

 

• All subjects are allocated 10 periods in a 2 week timetable 

• The IBCP Core is also allocated 10 periods in a 2 week timetable 

• Students following IBCP pathway take 2diploma lines and 1 Career Related Study plus the Core 

• They can take 3 or 4 subjects with no more than 1 subject in each vertical block. 

 

Key: 

CRS 

IB Diploma 

 

Block A Block B Block C Block D 

Finance Business  ITGS Applied Law 

Physics Chemistry Biology Maths 

   Business 

    

Art Drama Photography Fashion 

Film Studies Graphics  English 

   Music 

    

Criminology Social/Cult Anthrop. Politics Psychology 

History Geography Criminology English 

    

Health and Social Sport  Applied Law 

Film Studies Engineering Finance Maths 

 

Level 2 courses 

These are full time courses taught over 1 year. 

Hairdressing 

Culinary Skills 

 

Year 13 

• All subjects are allocated 10 periods in a 2 week timetable.  

• Students can take an IBCP pathway, vocational pathway, A level pathway or a hybrid model in 2020-

21. From 2021 all subjects will be IB diploma lines or career related studies. 
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• They can take 3 or 4 subjects with no more than 1 subject from each vertical block 

 

Key: 

IB Diploma 

CRS 

A Level 

 

Block A Block B Block C Block D Block E 

Criminology Film Studies Social/Cult Anth Applied Law Heath and Social 

Photography Business ITGS Maths Marketing 

Finance Psychology Art/Graphics Maths Sport 

Biology Geography Politics Textiles Sociology 

  Music  English Lit 

    Chemistry 

 

 

 


